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have  no  bitterness  whatever  against  socialists,  as  they  seem  to  have 
against  single  taxers.  Socialists  are  doing  considerable  good.  They 
evolve  a great  deal  of  thought  among  many  men.  They  call  at- 
tention to  great  many  of  our  modem  evils.  They  are  a force  in 
the  better  civilization  that  is  coming,  that  must  come.  We  would 
not  suppress  any  of  our  socialistic  schools  even  if  we  could.  We  re- 
gret that  socialism  does  not  grow  half  as  fast  as  we  would  like.  The 
average  socialist  is  about  half  way  along  the  road  that  terminates 
with  the  single  tax.  Socialism  prepares  the  minds  of  many  for  the 
single  tax.  Prohibition  does  the  same.  We  have  been  very  much 
surprised  when  coming  in  contact  with  many  of  the  important  pro- 
hibitionists and  noticed  that  they  could  easily  see  the  beauty  of 
single  tax  conception.  And  so  it  is  with  many  of  our  socialists  in 
the  humble  ranks  of  life.  It  is  only  some  of  the  rabid  socialistic 
writers  that  are  at  war  with  single  tax  principles.  And  even  that  is 
good.  They  sharpen  the  minds  of  every  one  of  us  poor  single  tax 
writers. 

Let  us  now  attack  another  redoubt  in  the  grand  citadel  of  social- 
ism. We  are  regaled  with  the  beautiful  fact  that  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  had  acquired  an  enormous  capital  before  it  had  purchased 
a foot  of  oil  land.  It  had  erected  buildings  on  cheap  suburban  land. 
Our  poor  friends  don’t  know  that  suburban  land  is  never  cheap,  and 
that  it  is  through  a rise  on  land  values  that  all  fortunes  are  more  or 
less  created.  And  what  enabled  that  company  to  buy  land  on 
which  to  lay  the  oil  pipes?  That  power  we  give  to  money  by  which 
money  can  control  land ; cheap  land  first,  expensive  land  afterwards. 
That  is  just  the  power  which  the  single  tax  would  put  an  end  to,  as 
we  explained  in  our  previous  article. 

Listen  now  to  what  follows.  It  is  just  as  sweet  as  any  tropical 
fruit  eaten  under  the  tropics.  We  are  informed  that  the  oil  pro- 
ducers were  forced  to  sell  their  product  at  whatever  price  the  Stand- 
ard Oil  Company  wanted  to  pay.  Why  ? Because  that  company 
controlled  the  pipe  lines,  the  road  through  which  the  saintly  oil  went 
to  the  cities.  With  a single  tax  social  compact  the  oil  roaas  and  the 
railroads,  and  any  other  road,  would  be  under  government  control, 
either  through  payment  of  rent  high  enough  to  destroy  the  trans- 
portation monopoly,  or  by  absolute  public  control  as  the  postoffice. 

In  the  next  article  we  shall  explain  the  process  by  which  the  peo- 
ple, the  government,  could  ascertain  the  approximate  value  of  any 
land  rents  manipulated  by  any  large  concern,  trust  or  the  like.  We 
could  not  do  so  now  without  exfending  this  article  a little  more  than 
we  desire.  We  don’t  believe  in  large  doses  of  truth  any  more  than  oi 
medicine,  when  we  address  ourselves  in  part,  at  least,  to  writers  who 
don’t  seem  to  felish  truth  if  they  have  not  first  discovered  it  them- 
selves. They  don’t  like  freedom,  either,  those  friends,  since  they  fall 
into  hysterics  if  we  happen  to  coin  a new  word  for  the  fun  of  the 
thing,  as  many  have  been  sinful  enough  to  do  in  the  course  of  time. 
How  could  language  grow  without  that  process  ? 

Of  course,  socialism  is  the  suppression  of  most  individual  rights. 
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to  be  drowned  in  an  ocean  of  collective  rights.  Socialism  would  de- 
stroy most  individual  initiative,  most  of  the  manhood  we  have  so 
far  acquired.  It  is  a beautiful  dream  in  certain  respects.  We  wish 
that  dream  was  possible.  It  would  bring  the  single  tax  in  five  years 
after  it  had  been  tried  or  commenced. 

[To  bo  Continued.] 


MARGUERITE. 

A Historical  and  Philosophical  Romance . 


BY  MARIE  LOUISE. 


CHAPTER  I.— A BIRTH. 

On  the  Jura  mountains,  in  the  east  of  France,  close  to  the  Swiss 
frontiers,  stands  a small  village,  named  Thesy,  of  about  four  hun- 
dred inhabitants. 

On  a bleak  February  evening  at  eight  o’clock,  in  the  little  village, 
darkness  and  silence  prevailed.  The  wind  blew  fiercely  through  tne 
dense  pine  forests,  the  fresh  snow  on  the  ground  was  lifted  in  the 
air  and  promptlv  converted  into  whirling  columns,  to  be  almost  in- 
stantly scattered  about  in  a cloud  of  drifting  sleet. 

In  a house  adjoining  the  village  church,  a faint  light  peeping  through 
the  narrow  windows,  revealed  that  the  inmates  had  not  retired  to 
rest.  Shadows  constantly  moving  on  the  white  muslin  curtains  in- 
dicated considerable  activity  within  the  ground  floor  room. 

On  a dung-hill,  a few  yards  away,  a tall  young  man  and  a boy 
stood  watching  the  moving  shadows  and  chatted  gaily,  mingling 
their  merry  laughter  with  the  hissing  of  the  wind. 

Presently  the  door  of  the  cottage  opened  and  a tall,  stately,  grace- 
ful lady,  followed  by  a gentleman,  passed  out  and  rapidly  gained  the 
pathway. 

“I  am  glad  it  is  over,”  said  the  lady  to  her  companion.  “Such 
occurrences  invariably  depress  my  mind.  Life  is  so  full  of  decep- 
tion and ” 

“Auntv,”  said  a voice  by  her  side,  “is  it  all  over,  and  what  is  it?” 

“Oh!  Is  it  you,  Joseph?  What  are  you  doing  here  in  this  blast- 
ing storm?” 

“I  stood  on  the  dung-hill  yonder  for  more  than  an  hour  waiting 
for  some  one  to  come  out  of  the  house  and  tell  me  the  news.  Well, 
what  is  it?” 
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“ A girl,”  answered  the  lady,  with  a suppressed  sigh.  “ All  has 
passed  fairly  well.” 

“A  girl!  ” murmured  Joseph,  as  he  turned  away.  “A  girl!  Ah! 
I have  been  unable  to  get  the  mother — but  who  knows?  Some  day, 
perhaps,  I may  get  the  daughter — the  daughter  of  Clothilde — her 
own  daughter!” 


CHAPTER  II.— LE(5N  DUVAL. 

On  the  following  day  (February  14,  St.  Valentine’s  day),  the  storm 
which  had  raged  so  fiercely  during  the  night  subsided,  and  the  cloud- 
less sky  unfolded  right  and  left,  a beautiful  background  on  which 
the  radiant  sun  displayed  in  relief  his  numberless  sparkling  gems. 

Inside  our  little  cottage,  a man,  not  quite  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
sat  on  a low  stool  and  was  in  the  act  of  giving  the  last  polishing 
touch  to  the  sole  and  heel  of  a shoe  he  held  on  his  knees.  A small 
lamp  on  the  floor,  upon  which  a polishing  iron  was  being  heated, 
sent  out  an  unpleasant  odor  and  smoke. 

In  the  same  room,  the  bed  was  occupied  by  a young  woman  whose 
pale  and  gentle  face  was  turned  towards  a dainty  little  cradle  on  the 
floor  bv  the  side  of  the  bed. 

“Leon,”  said  she,  “see  how  soundly  she  sleeps,  and  how  beautiful 
she  looks  in  the  cradle.  I am  sorry  to  have  to  disturb  her.  Could 
not  we  wait  till  she  wakes  up?” 

“We  need  not  disturb  her  before  your  mother  arrives,”  the  man 
replied. 

“Mother  will  soon  be  here.  It  is  one  o’clock,  and  the  christening 
takes  place  at  three.  I wish  we  could  postpone  the  ceremony  for  a 
day  or  two;  baby  would  then  be  stronger  and  better  able  to  stand 
the  cold  wind.” 

“Postpone  the  ceremony!”  the  man  ejaculated.  “What  are  you 
thinking  of?  Suppose  the  child  dies  during  the  night;  she  would 
then  be  huried  in  unconsecrated  ground,  ana  her  soul  could  never 
enter  the  presence  of  God.  Would  you  save  her  body  at  the  risk  of 
damning  her  soul?” 

“God  forbid!”  exclaimed  the  mother,  gazing  fondly  and  anxiously 
at  the  sleeping  babe.  “But,  oh,  Le6n,  it  seems  so  cruel  to  take  her 
out  of  her  warm  cradle  to  carry  her  into  the  cold  wind  and  have  her 
head  sprinkled  with  cold  water.” 

“That  water  is  holy!”  replied  the  husband  and  father.  “God  has 
blessed  it.” 

“ Yes,”  sighed  the  mother,  “it  is  holy,  but  cold , nevertheless.” 

“Woman!”  exclaimed  the  husband,  rising  from  his  seat  and  as- 
suming a solemn  attitude,  “tempt  not  God.” 

The  young  mother  made  no  reply;  her  face  flushed  and  her  eyes 
sought  the  ground  to  conceal  her  confusion.  Then  glancing  at  the 
babe  with  an  expression  of  surpassing  tenderness,  her  whole  soul 
illuminating  her  lace,  she  clasped  her  hands  on  her  breast  and  closed 
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her  eyes  to  shut  out  all  things  but  the  picture  of  the  sweet  babe  by 
her  side. 

A few  minutes  later  the  tall  lady,  with  whom  we  became  ac- 
quainted in  the  preceding  chapter,  opened  the  door  of  the  cottage 
and  entered  the  room. 

“Good  morning,  Duval;  good  morning,  Clotilde,”  she  said  with  a 
smile,  “how  do  you  feel  to-day,  my  daughter?” 

“ I feel  well,  thank  you,  maman,”  answered  the  young  woman, 
“baby  slept  well  all  the  forenoon.” 

“Now,  1 suppose,  we  had  better  dress  it,”  suggested  the  lady,  “it 
is  getting  late.” 

“Very  well,”  said  Clotilde,  “her  white  dress  and  pelisse  are  in  the 
bureau.  Take  them  out,  maman.” 

“I  will  take  them  out,  while  you  wake  up  the  baby,”  said  Le6n 
Duval. 

“Do  it  gently,  maman . do  not  frighten  her,”  pleaded  Clotilde, 
“fright  is  so  injurious  to  Dabes.” 

“Be  easy,”  replied  the  lady,  “trust  to  me.” 

“Your  mother  ought  to  know  how  to  handle  children,”- put  in 
Duval,  “she  has  had  seven  of  her  own.” 

“This  true,  my  son,”  replied  his  mother-in-law,  “but  the  mother’s 
heart  trusts  to  nothing,  believes  in  nothing,  accepts  nothing  from 
whomsoever  it  may  be,  when  her  maternal  solicitude  is  involved. 
A mother  may  submit  to  conditions  she  knows  to  be  injurious  to 
the  well  being  of  her  child,  but  submission  does  not  mean  approval. 
Nothing  can  rule  over,  or  subjugate  the  maternal  instincts.  In  the 
mothers  mental  vision,  all  the  world  is  condensed  into  one  small 
being — her  own  babe— and  that  small  being  is  so  magnified  that  it 
fills  the  entire  universe.” 

“Hey!”  observed  Duval,  “I  suppose  that  in  that  mother’s  mental 
vision,  the  father  is  entirely  obliterated.  He  has  no  claim  to  a re- 
spectable place  in  that  universe  she  so  easily  minimizes  into  one 
small  being,  and  no  title  to  that  small  being  she  so  dexterously  mag- 
nifies into  a vast  universe.” 

“Nay,  my  son,”  the  lady  replied,  “paternal  rights  are  acquired 
and  conferred,  theu  are  not  inherent . They  are  acquired  by  the  statute 
laws  which  have  been  manufactured  by  men;  they  are  conferred  by 
the  mother  upon  the  man  she  acknowledges  as  the  father  of  her 
child.” 

“What!”  exclaimed  Duval,  “is  not  yonder  babe  mine  as  well  as 
Clotilde’s?” 

“Certainly,  it  is,”  the  lady  answered.  “Clotilde  has  ratified  the 
assumption  of  the  law  by  acknowledging  you  as  the  father  of  this 
babe.  You  know  she  is  unflinchingly  truthful;  her  word  is  her 
bond.  Nevertheless,  Duval,  she  is  the  giver,  you  the  receiver.  The 
law  declares  that  a woman,  on  being  wedded,  becomes  the  property 
of  her  husband,  herself  ana  all  that  belongs,  and  shall  belong,  to  her. 
Accordingly,  the  man  claims  the  children  as  his  own.” 

“ He  has  the  legal  right  to  own  them,”  said  Duval,  musingly,  “ what 
does  all  that  avail?” 
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“It  avails  but  little,”  the  lady  answered,  “it  is  merely  a fact,  and 
a fact  does  not  constitute  a right.  A mother’s  kingdom  is  all  em- 
bracing and  absolute.  One  great  principle  in  maternity  is  funda- 
mental, viz.,  the  child  is  a part,  a fragment  so  to  say,  of  its  mother. 
With  the  mother’s  blood,  the  embryo  adds  to  itself  tissue  after  tissue, 
and  cartilage  solidify  into  bones.  The  mother  conceives  the  off- 
spring. she  develops  it  during  gestation,  brings  it  forth  to  the  world 
herself,  nourishes  it,  and  watches  over  it  with  a love  and  devotion 
compared  to  which  the  appreciation  of  her  own  life  is  but  a faint 
glimmer.  The  new  born  infant  turns  to  its  mother’s  breast  and  at- 
taches itself  there  with  tenacity.  It  seeks  no  father;  for  it  only  one 
being  exists  in  the  world,  its  mother.” 

“ Madame  Ferrier,”  said  Le6n  Duval  in  a vexed  manner,  “you  are 
like  all  strong  minded  women,  you  seem  unaware  of  the  humble 
sphere  in  which  God  has  placed  a wife;  you  forget  that  only  through 
bearing  her  husband’s  children  and  being  submissive  to  him,  she 
can  become  worthy  of  entering  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.” 

“ In  so  far  as  our  religious  teachings  are  concerned,  your  statement 
is  correct,”  replied  the  lady,  “but  I maintain  that  maternity  is  a de- 
sign of  nature,  subject  to  no  religious  dispensation,  or  conventional 
laws.  It  is  apart  from  all  things  outside;  it  is  incomparable  and  un- 
equalled; it  is  a world  within  itself,  revolving  among  other  worlds 
and  never  colliding  with  any.” 

“Ah,  Madame,”  interrupted  Duval,  “you  ought  not  speak  so  in 
the  presence  of  your  daughter.  Keep  your  dreamy  notions  to  your- 
self. Pride  is  the  incentive  of  strong-minded  women,  and  the  Bible 
says : ‘ Pride  goeth  before  a fall.’  ” 

Put  for  the  timely  arrival  of  a visitor,  this  discussion  might  have 
proved  disastrous  to  the  good  relations  of  Madame  Ferrier  and  her 
son-in-law. 


CHAPTER  III.— THE  CIVIL  REGISTRATION. 

“Good  day  to  you  all,”  said  the  visitor,  as  he  walked  into  the  room, 
“ How  are  you,  Clotilde,  and  how  is  your  little  son?” 

“ Little  son ! ” exclaimed  Madame  Ferrier,  “did  not  I tell  you  last 
night  that  it  was  a daughter  ? ” 

“A  daughter,  is  it?”  Well ! How  can  I ever  have  forgotten  it?” 
said  Joseph,  with  a laugh.  “But  never  mind.  Pray  how  is  the 
daughter  of  Madame  Duval?” 

“She  is  well,  thank  you,  cousin,”  replied  the  young  mother. 
“ Look  at  her  and  say  if  she  is  not  pretty. 

“ Pretty ! Most  certainly  she  is  pretty.  She  looks  like  her  father. 
Does  not  she,  aunty?” 

“ Yes,”  answered  Madame  Ferrier,  with  a witty  smile,  “ she  is  the 
very  picture  of  her  father.” 

“ Well,”  said  Duval,  “ she  could  not  resemble  any  one  nearer,  1 
am  sure.” 

“ When  is  the  christening  to  take  place,  aunty?” 
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“At  3 o’clock ; and  previously  we  have  to  go  to  the  magistrate’s 
and  have  the  child  registered  civilly.” 

“Certainly,”  observed  Joseph,  “ and,  it  being  a female,  will  require 
more  time  to  register,  for  you  will  likely  be  obliged  to  undress  her 
to  prove  her  non-serving-m-the-army  sex.  Now-a-days  mayors  are 
very  skeptical  when  you  declare  a child  to  be  of  the  female  sex.  Let 
us  nasten.  Who  is  the  other  witness,  aunty?  ” 

“ Our  neighbor,  Jean  Morin.” 

“Oh!  the  blind  man.  How  will  he  manage  to  sign  his  name?” 

“ Be  easy,  Joseph,”  said  Madame  Ferrier.  “ There  will  be  no  dif- 
ficulty about  it.  We  will  call  for  him  on  our  way  to  the  magis- 
tracy.” 

The  infant  being  draped  in  a long  white  gown,  a warm  pelisse  and 
about  half  a dozen  of  caps  on  her  head — linen  ones  underneath, 
then  woolen  ones  laid  over,  then  a lace  and  ribbon  one  covering  all 
the  others,  in  accordance  with  the  ridiculous,  hurtful  and  ugly 
French  fasnion,  the  party  started  towards  the  house  of  the  magis- 
trate. This  dignitary  was  ready  to  receive  them.  He  had  heard 
about  the  birth  of  a new  citizeness,  and  he  had  prepared  the  neces- 
sary documents  for  registration,  for  according  to  French  law  a child 
must  be  registered  within  twenty-four  hours  following  its  birth. 

The  magistrate,  therefore,  sat  in  his  office  expecting  the  arrival  of 
the  party. 

Tall  and  well  built,  with  his  official  badge  spread  diagonally  over 
his  breast,  this  man’s  general  appearance  was  dignified  and  solemn. 
A careful  observer  analyzing  his  features  would,  nevertheless,  have 
discovered  that  the  halo  of  solemnity  surrounding  his  person  was 
8inipiy  due  to  the  awe-inspiring  tri-color  scarf  shining  on  his  breast. 
But  remove  that  “ bauble,”  witn  the  consciousness  that  it  is  onlv  a 
bauble,  and  the  man  in  his  own  merit  and  demerit  stands  before 
you.  Intelligent  critics  would  pass  a judgment  little  flattering  to 
the  vanity-inflated  magistrate.  His  apparent  dignity  would  dwin- 
dle into  a vulgar  impudence  and  his  solemnity  into  a grotesque 
clumsiness. 

On  entering  the  office  the  members  of  the  party  made  a humble 
bow.  All  eyes  were  turned  toward  and  rivited  upon  the  dazzling 
tri-color  badge.  Like  the  wonderful  enchanting  snake,  the  insignia 
of  the  law  of  France  kept  these  men  and  women  in  breathless  fear 
and  reverence. 

“Approach!”  said  the  magistrate  in  a stentorian  voice.  “To 
what  sex  does  the  infant  belong  ? ” 

“ To  the  female  sex,  Monsieur  le’Maire,”  said  M.  Duval. 

“ When  the  child  belongs  to  that  sex,  the  law  requires  that  unde- 
niable proofs  be  given.  Please,  madame,”  said  he  to  Madame  Fer- 
rier, “proceed  to  undress  that  child.” 

“Is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so?”  objected  Madam  Ferrier; 
“ you  know  that  we  would  not  perjure  ourselves  in  the  august  pres- 
ence of  the  law  and  of  our  Saviour  lying  on  this  cross,  by  the  blood 
and  death  of  whom  we  swear  to  tell  the  truth.” 
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“ Madame,  I command  you  to  remove  the  clothes  of  that  infant. 
The  law  permits  no  one  to  make  observations  or  objections.  Obey 
my  orders.” 

“Certainly,”  put  in  Duval,  “give  Monsieur  le’Maire  the  satisfactory 
proof  be  demands.” 

“ Ah ! Pierre  Chauvin,”  said  Madame  Ferrier,  “ do  you  not  assume 
too  much  authority  when  you  happen  to  wear  the  official  badge? 
Do  those  insigna  so  transfigure  you  that  we  must  silently  obey  and 
tremble  ? ” 

“ Silence ! ” thundered  the  now  wrathful  magistrate. 

“ Duval,”  said  Madame  Ferrier,  handing  the  babe  to  her  son-in- 
law,  “fill  yourself  this  office  which  the  law  requires.  You  area 
man,  hence  a free  being.  Therefore,  you  must  obey  the  laws  of 
France.  I am  but  a woman — what  is  more,  a married  woman, 
femme  converts , therefore,  not  responsible.  I obey  my  husband,  and 
there  the  privilege  of  the  law  is  somewhat  curtailed.  One  master 
is  enough  for  me!”  So  saying  she  bowed  to  all  present  and  swept 
out  of  tne  room. 

( To  be  continued.) 


SHORT  STUDIES  IN  POLITICAL  ECONOMY. 


BY  WILFRED  P.  BORLAND. 

No.  9. 

The  facts  of  history  all  go  to  prove  that  private  property  in  land 
leads  to  its  concentration  in  the  hands  of  the  few  most  cunning  mem- 
bers of  society,  and  that  along  with  this  process  of  concentration 
goes  the  concentration  of  wealth.  The  conditions  of  land  distribu- 
tion determine  the  conditions  of  wealth  distribution;  there  is  no 
plainer  fact  in  all  history  than  that,  and,  as  private  property  in  land 
leads  to  improper  conditions  of  land  distribution,  it  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  lead  to  improper  conditions  of  wealth  distribution. 
This  is  inevitable  because  of  the  workings  of  that  principle  ot 
human  nature  which  lies  at  the  base  of  deductive  political  econ- 
omy, the  principle  that  men  seek  to  satisfy  their  wants  with  the 
least  exertion.  From  this  principle  of  human  nature  the  economists 
have  deduced  their  most  important  arguments  in  favor  of  free  trade; 
the  assumption  being  that  when  trade  is  unhampered  by  restrictions 
of  any  kind,  the  natural  inclinations  of  men  will  lead  them  into  the 
most  profitable  forms  of  production  and  the  result  will  be  the  great- 
est attainable  prosperity.  The  assumption  is  a legitimate  one,  and 
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the  wonderful  production  of  wealth  which  has  marked  this  country 
as  unique  in  the  world’s  history,  is  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  old  restrictions  which  hampered  trade  in  every  direction  have 
been  swept  away,  and  the  human  intellect  has  been  allowed  to  ex- 
pand after  its  own  fashion  in  the  effort  to  supply  the  wants  of  it* 
material  body.  But  the  application  of  this  principle  has  been  only 
partial.  That  very  quality  of  the  human  mind  upon  which  the  free 
trade  argument  is  postulated,  has  thus  far  operated  to  prevent  the 
establishment  of  complete  free  trade.  For,  as  men  continually  seek 
to  satisfy  their  wants  with  the  least  exertion,  they  continually  seek 
to  devise  ways  and  means  to  obtain  advantage  over  their  fellows  and 
thus  reduce  their  own  exertion  to  the  minimum.  The  consequence 
of  this  partial  application  of  the  free  trade  principles  has  been  to  give 
us  an  enormous  production  of  wealth  accompanied  by  exceedingly 
unjust  and  improper  conditions  of  distribution.  The  doctrine  of 
free  and  unrestricted  competition  advanced  by  the  economists  has 
been  accepted  as  true,  but  the  anomaly  is  presented  to  us  of  both 
nations  and  individuals  declaring  their  implicit  faith  in  the  sound- 
ness of  the  doctrine,  and,  at  the  same  time,  adopting  every  artifice 
and  bending  every  energy  to  escape  its  consequences.  It  is  this  ac- 
ceptance of  the  spirit  of  the  doctrine  while  neglecting  the  practice 
that  has  brought  tree  competition  into  disrepute.  We  have  the  same 
problem  of  unjust  distribution  confronting  us  as  confronted  our  re- 
mote ancestors;  we  have  the  few  rolling  in  luxury,  the  many  grovel- 
ing in  poverty ; we  have  great  fortunes  and  great  estates,  with  the 
accompaniment  of  an  inaustrial  proletariat,  as  did  the  Romans  of 
old;  and,  pointing  to  these  facts,  tne  opponents  of  the  present  social 
order  exclaim : u Ho,  ye  believers  in  a society  based  on  free  compe- 
tition, behold  the  legitimate  results  of  your  pernicious  doctrine!” 
If  these  are,  indeed,  the  legitimate  results  of  free  competition,  then 
is  the  doctrine  condemned  as  a most  pernicious  economic  policy;  no 
possible  advantages  to  production  can  begin  to  compensate  for  the 
misery  entailed  upon  the  masses  by  our  execrable  conditions  of  dis- 
tribution. But,  before  admitting  that  these  evils  are  the  result  of 
free  competition,  we  must  be  quite  sure  that  the  facts  warrant  the 
admission.  It  may  be  that  we  shall  be  able  to  discover  that  it  is  not 
free  competition,  but  the  effort  to  avoid  free  competition,  which  has 
produced  the  results  so  much  deplored  by  every  friend  of  humanity. 
The  wage  workers  are  the  ones  upon  whom  the  doctrine  of  free  com- 

Eetition,  as  it  has  been  applied,  has  fallen  with  crushing  force.  They 
ave  been  told  that  they  were  free  agents  in  determining  the  condi- 
tions of  their  employment;  that  they  were  at  perfect  liberty  to  make 
any  bargain  they  pleased  with  their  employers,  and  might  accept  or 
reject  conditions  at  will.  They  have  been  told  that  the  conditions 
of  their  employment  were  determined  solely  by  the  state  of  the  mar- 
ket, and  that  they  had  a right  to  demand  for  their  labor  the  highest 
price  the  market  would  bear;  that,  in  fact,  their  labor  was  a commo- 
dity, the  price  of  which  was  regulated  by  the  laws  of  supply  and  de- 
mand, the  same  as  any  other  commodity.  These  are  the  beautiful 
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abstractions  upon  which  it  has  been  sought  to  regulate  the  employ- 
ment of  labor,  but  the  fact  is  that  they  are  not  true.  The  conditions 
necessary  to  tne  execution  of  a free  contract  between  employer  and 
employe  do  not  exist.  In  speaking  of  Adam  Smith’s  theory  of  in- 
dustrial freedom,  Arnold  Toynbee,  in  his  u Industrial  Revolution,” 
says:  “Had  he  attempted  to  analyze  competition,  even  under  the 
conditions  of  his  own  time,  he  would  have  become  conscious  of  the 
fatal  flaw  in  his  doctrine.  He  would  have  discovered  that  what  he 
sought  to  establish  was  the  free  competition  of  equal  industrial  unit*, 
that  what  he  was  in  fact  helping  to  establish  was  the  free  competition 
of  unequal  industrial  units”  Ana  that  is  the  case  in  a nutshell.  Free 
competition  cannot  exist  in  the  labor  market  because  the  laborers 
are  not  free  to  reject  terms  which  do  not  suit  them.  The  laborer  is 
always  confronted  with  the  argument  of  imperious  necessity,  he 
must  work  or  starve,  his  opportunities  for  employment  are  extreme- 
ly limited,  if  he  does  not  take  the  present  chance  of  employment 
starvation  may  overtake  him  before  he  gets  another.  With  such 
considerations  more  or  less  tangible  to  his  mind,  he  must  compete 
with  thousands  of  other  laborers  who  are  animated  by  the  same 
thought.  The  argument  of  free  contract  thus  becomes  a farce.  Al- 
though it  is  true  that  the  employer  of  labor  is  dependent  on  his  em- 

Sployes  for  the  success  of  his  undertakings,  it  is  not  true  that  he  is 
dent  on  them  in  the  same  degree  as  they  are  on  him.  He  can 
to  wait  when  the  laborer  cannot.  He  is  not  restricted  in  his 
choice  to  this  particular  laborer  or  body  of  laborers,  but  this  particu- 
lar laborer  or  body  of  laborers  are  restricted  to  him.  He  may  secure 
other  laborers  if  he  cannot  make  terms  with  these,  and  can  afford  to 
wait  with  that  end  in  view,  but  these  laborers  may  not  secure 
another  employer  and  they  cannot  afford  to  wait  upon  the  well 
known  uncertainties  of  the  case.  Under  these  conditions  the  argu- 
ment of  mutual  dependence  falls  to  the  ground.  The  mutual  de- 
pendence existing  between  laborers  and  employers  of  labor  is,  at  pres- 
ent, such  as  exists  between  the  horse  and  its  owner.  The  owner  is 
dependent  on  his  horse  for  a certain  amount  of  work  and  the  horse  is 
dependent  on  the  owner  for  its  feed.  The  food  may  be  insufficient, 
but  the  horse  has  no  power  to  compel  its  owner  to  provide  more. 
The  amount  of  work  which  the  horse  shall  do,  as  well  as  the  amount 
of  food  it  shall  receive,  are  circumstances  that  are  wholly  within  the 
owner’s  will,  and  determined  by  his  own  self-interest.  In  this  re- 
spect the  laborer  is  in  precisely  the  same  position  as  the  horse.  The 
amount  of  work  he  is  called  on  to  do,  as  well  as  the  compensation 
he  shall  receive  for  it,  are  circumstances  that  are  wholly  within  the 
will  of  the  employer,  and  are  determined  by  his  own  self-interest. 
The  abstract  theory  of  free  competition,  as  applied  to  the  wages 
question,  is  true.  Wages  are  regulated  by  the  law  of  supply  and  de- 
mand. But  the  demand  for  labor  is  naturally  limited  only  by  the 
necessities  of  the  laborers  themselves;  wherever  there  is  a want  there 
is  a demand  for  labor  to  supply  that  want.  The  power  to  regulate 
the  conditions  of  supply  ana  demand  of  labor,  is  a power  which  is 
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potentially  possessed  only  by  the  great  body  of  laborers  as  a whole. 
This  potential  power  they  have  not  used  tiecause  they  have  never 
realized  that  they  really  possessed  it,  and,  instead  of  regulating  the 
supply  of  labor  by  the  demand  of  their  own  necessities,  they  have, 
allowed  it  to  be  regulated  by  the  demand  of  the  necessities  of  the 
comparatively  few  employers  of  labor.  Thus  has  been  brought  about 
that  “free  competition  of  unequal  industrial  units ” which  we  suffer 
from,  instead  of  the  “free  competition  of  equal  industrial  units”  which 
we  ought  to  have. 


MR.  STUART’S  SINGLE  TAX  FALLACIES. 


BY  JAMES  MIDDLETON. 

No.  7. 

Says  Bohm-Bawerk,  one  of  the  ablest  opponents  of  the  socialist 
exploitation  theory:  “In  fact,  the  majority  of  the  socialists  have 
exercised  their  intellectual  powers  not  so  much  in  laying  the  foun- 
dations of  their  own  theory,  as  in  bitterly  criticising  the  theories  of 
their  opponents.” 

Mr.  Stuart  is  a striking  illustration  of  the  justness  of  that  criti-* 
cism,  except  that  he  is  not  always  bitter.  Sometimes  his  pen  is 
dipped  in  gall,  and  then  anon  he  is  in  a sportive  mood. 

He  flits  about  the  whole  field  of  economic  thought  as  aimlessly, 
apparently,  as  a butterfly  in  a field  of  clover.  If  his  assertions  were 
always  facts,  his  assumptions  always  true,  and  his  logic  equal  to  his 
rhetoric,  he  would,  indeed,  be  an  invincible  opponent. 

He  attacks  single  taxers  with  all  the  vigor  of  his  imagination,  be- 
cause they  advocate  a policv  which  he  himself  claims  would  lead  to 
government  ownership  of  land ; yet  he  demands  that  the  people 
should  own  the  land. 

He  attacks  the  proposition  of  the  single  taxers,  that  “ when  free 
competition  becomes  impossible,  as  in  telegraphs,  railroads,  water 
and  gas  supplies,  etc.,  such  businesses  become  a proper  social  func- 
tion, which  should  be  controlled  and  managed  by  and  for  the  whole 
people,  through  their  proper  government,  local,  state  or  national,  as 
may  be,”  because,  forsooth,  he  says,  that  would  embrace  all  industry; 
yet  he  demands  “that  the  whole  nation  shall  form  a gigantic  trust 
that  shall  operate  the  machinery  of  production  for  its  own  benefit 
and  divide  the  profits  equitably  among  the  shareholders.” 

Could  opposition  be  more  illogical  or  more  inconsistent? 

Yet,  Mr.  Stuart  is  a fair  type  of  the  out-and-out  state  socialist. 

L F M 4 Sept  98 
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One  would  think  they  would  extend  a little  consideration  to  those 
who  demand  more  things  in  common  with  them  than  any  other 
school  of  economic  thought  or  social  reform.  But,  no;  against  single 
taxers  they  hurl  their  most  venomous  darts.  I can  only  account  for 
it  on  the  ground  that  they  fear  absolute  freedom  of  production  and 
trade  will  bring  about  such  a happy  condition  of  freedom  and  pros- 
perity that  society  will  find  complete  state  socialism  utterly  un- 
necessary. 

It  would  seem  that  they  are  so  enamored  of  a system,  so  dazzled 
by  the  unquestioned  ability  of  Karl  Marx,  that  the  system  is  more 
to  them  than  the  welfare  of  humanity  itself.  They  are  so  wrapped 
up  in  the  means  they  forget  the  ends. 

In  his  seventh  article,  Mr.  Stuart  says : “The  theory  in  regard  to 
trade  combinations  being  that,  with  free  sccess  to  natural  resources 
and  absolute  freedom  of  trade  and  commerce  guaranteed,  such  com- 
binations” (trusts)  “would  be  impossible;  when  in  any  particular 
business  the  returns  to  capital  exceed  normal,  capital  would  rush  in 
and  soon  an  equilibrium  of  profits  would  be  the  result.  This  beau- 
tiful theory — like  most  single  tax  ideas— proves  to  be  false.” 

When?  Where?  Certainly  not  in  this  country,  not  in  France  or 
Germany,  and  most  assuredly  not  in  England. 

England  to-day  groans  under  the  burden  of  indirect  taxation,  and 
in  no  country  does  the  burden  of  taxation  fall  so  lightly  on  the  land- 
lord as  in  England. 

Another  point  he  takes  up  is  the  value  of  railroad  lands  and  fran- 
chises. He  fails  to  comprehend  the  nature  of  a railroad  franchise. 
It  is  simply  the  right  to  a continuous  narrow  strip  of  land,  extend- 
ing, say,  from  one  commercial  point  to  another.  The  value  of  the 
franchise  is  simply  the  value  of  that  continuous  strip  of  land  granted 
by  general  government  by  the  right  of  eminent  domain  for  railroad 
purposes. 

To  compare  the  value  of  a short  portion  of  that  strip  with  a corre- 
sponding strip  of  farm  land  adjoining,  is  like  comparing  an  arm  of 
Powers’  Greek  Slave  with  a crude  piece  of  marble  from  the  same 
quarry  and  of  the  same  weight.  In  the  arm  is  not  only  the  genius 
of  the  sculptor,  but  the  arm  also  forms  a part  of  a perfect  whole;  in 
the  block  of  crude  marble  is  only  the  work  of  the  quarryman.  In 
the  piece  of  railroad  land  is  the  power  of  the  franchise;  in  the  other 
simply  the  power  to  raise  a crop.  It  is  just  as  absurd  to  estimate 
the  values  equal,  as  in  the  case  of  the  piece  of  marble  and  the  arm 
of  the  perfect  Greek  slave. 

Mr.  Stuart  either  misunderstands  or  misrepresents  Mr.  George  in 
the  question.  Mr.  George  advocated  that  part  of  the  platform  before 
the  single  tax  convention  on  the  ground  that  the  railroads  could  add 
the  tax  on  the  franchise  to  their  charges  to  the  consumer. 

Under  the  single  tax  such  franchises  would  become  more  valuable 
on  account  of  increased  use,  and  unless  controlled  or  owned  and 
operated  by  the  government,  would  become  a more  important  means 
or  fleecing  the  consumer  than  now. 
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The  Standard  Oil  Co.,  which  he  quotes,  is  really  no  help  to  him. 
Instead  of  being  formed  under  single  tax  conditions,  it  was  formed 
under  the  very  opposite  conditions.  Men  of  means  formed  a com- 
pany and  got  differential  rates  from  railroads,  giving  them  a great 
advantage  over  other  shippers;  something  that  could  not  be  done  if 
railroads  were  run  on  the  principle  of  the  postoffice,  as  proposed  by 
George. 

With  the  fortunes  thus  acquired,  they  were  enabled  to  get  fran- 
chises for  pipe  lines,  build  their  own  lines  and  thus  again  down  com- 
petition, which  franchisee  would,  under  the  single  tax  platform,  be 
controlled  or  owned  and  operated  by  the  general  government. 
Their  rebates  on  tin;  their  gaining  control  of  the  oil  lands;  each 
step,  from  the  beginning  to  the  present  of  their  gigantic  monopoly 
ana  fortune,  is  a striking  example  of  conditions  exactly  the  reverse 
of  what  would  obtain  under  the  just  carrying  out  of  the  single  tax 
platform. 

Regarding  the  advantages  England  gained  by  the  adoption  of  her 
partial  free  trade,  he  has  no  reply  but  sneers.  Sneers  are  not  logic. 
He  say 8,  “if  the  abolition  of  the  tariff  lowers  the  price  of  commod- 
ities, in  that  very  proportion  it  will  lower  wages.”  The  facts  I 
quoted  from  English  history  prove  the  contrary.  Under  her  partial 
free  trade,  prices  of  nearly  all  commodities  went  down,  and  yet 
wages  advanced,  as  Mulhall,  Giffen,  and  other  statisticians  before 
quoted,  have  demonstrated. 

He  says,  “are  wages  higher  in  free  trade  England  than  here?” 
England  has  not  true  free  trade,  but  a tariff  for  revenue,  which  comes 
out  of  the  consumer  in  direct  proportion  to  his  consumption. 
Wages  are  higher  there  than  in  the  highly  protected  countries  of 
Europe,  and  lower  than  in  the  United  States.  Wages  are  higher 
here  because,  as  Carlyle  says,  “ we  have  vera  much  land  and  vera 
few  people,”  an  advantage  which  our  uniust  tax  laws,  favoring  mo- 
nopoly and  speculation,  are  doing  their  best  to  get  rid  of. 

As  Mr.  Stuart  seems  to  have  got  to  the  end  of  his  “fallacies,”  and 
now  contents  himself  in  rehashing  rather  than  in  entering  into  a 
full  explanation  of  the  socialistic  form  of  society,  I will  summarize 
briefly  the  ground  gone  over. 

The  first  striking  point  raised  was  the  freedom  of  the  mortgagee 
from  taxation  under  the  single  tax  program;  2d,  security  of  tenure; 
3d,  sufficiency.  He  then  raised  the  question  of  the  justness  of  inter- 
est, and  the  effect  of  the  tax  upon  wages.  He  next  undertook  an 
analysis  of  capital,  and  his  seventh  article,  which  I have  just  par- 
tially reviewed,  is  a sort  of  all  around  criticism  and  reply  to  various 
objections  and  arguments  brought  against  him. 

I have  shown  in  detail  that  under  a just  carrying  out  of  the  single 
tax,  mortgagee  and  mortgagor  would  be  treated  as  joint  owners,  so 
as  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  present  holders  of  mortgaged  property  ; 
and  that  ample  protection  would  be  given  to  holders  of  improve- 
ments, so  as  to  sacredly  protect  the  homes  of  the  poor,  a something 
which  is  not  now  done. 
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As  to  sufficiency,  I have  shown  that  present  rents  are  more  than 
sufficient  when  you  include,  as  should  be  done,  the  values  of  fran- 
chises. It  is  true,  as  Mr.  Stuart  and  Mr.  George  have  both  shown, 
present  monopoly  rent  would  be  largely  diminished,  but  so  far  from 
that  being  an  argument  against  the  tax  on  land  values,  it  is  one  of 
the  strongest  arguments  in  its  favor.  The  only  strength  it  has,  is 
against  the  word  single.  My  own  judgment  is,  that  the  decrease  in 
rents  of  farm  lands  and  the  like,  will  largely  be  met  by  an  increase 
in  values  of  railroad  franchises  and  the  like,  through  the  great  stim- 
ulus to  production  and  exchange.  Further,  I think  I have,  con- 
clusively shown  that  the  government  can,  under  the  single  tax,  own 
enough  land  to  reduce  and  control  rents,  and  yet  gain  enough  from 
the  single  tax  to  amply  meet  all  expenses,  giving  the  wage  worker 
and  small  producer  and  small  farmer  full  exemption  from  the  pres- 
ent heavy  Durden  of  taxation  and  its  accompanying  evils. 

I have  shown  by  unimpeachable  historical  evidence,  that  by  free- 
ing production,  you  stimulate  it,  increase  the  product  ana  raise 
wages.  I have  shown  that  true  capital  of  individuals  will  consist  of 
perishable  goods,  which  must  be  cared  for  by  the  hand  of  labor, 
either  to  be  preserved,  or  to  give  an  increase,  and  that  borrower  and 
lender,  employer  and  wage  worker,  will  to  that  extent  be  placed  on 
a plane  of  equality,  assuring  to  the  wage  worker  his  full  share  of  the 
product,  and  to  the  lender  only  that  which  the  borrower  will  frfcely 
pay  for  services  rendered.  Under  such  a policy,  there  will  be  given 
for  the  first  time,  free  play  to  the  individual,  and  voluntary  co-op- 
eration will  be  fully  realized  wherever  it  can  do  better  than  the  gov- 
ernment. The  principle  of  voluntary  co-operation  has  proved  a suc- 
cess in  religious  matters.  I believe  it  will  also  prove  so  in  the  in- 
dustrial world. 

In  opposition  to  this  policy,  which  proposes  that  freedom  and 
material  prosperity  shall  De  united,  giving  to  every  willing  worker 
his  full  share  of  the  product,  and  to  every  industrious  family,  if  they 
will,  the  opportunity  of  a home,  yet  leaving  to  each  the  full  privi- 
lege of  saying  when,  where,  and  for  whom  he  will  work,  and  whether 
for  himself.  lor  another,  or  for  the  state,  is  the  proposition  of  the 
socialists  tnat  u the  nation  itself  shall  control  all  the  means  for  the 
production  and  distribution  of  wealth  in  the  interests  of  all  the 
people.” 

In  another  article  I will  show  why  I am  opposed  to  complete  state 
socialism. 


MECHANICAL. 


THINGS  THAT  “CAN’T”  BE  DONE,  AND  THE  REASON  * 

WHY. 


BY  THOMAS  PRAY,  JR. 


Raking  over  the  scrap  heap  of  our  memory  a few  days  ago  to  ac- 
commodate a man  who  has  a great  deal  more  time  than  anything 
else  on  hand,  the  writer  found  a remembrance  that  struck  him  as  in 
some  ways  a good  lesson  for  “ the  boys  ” to  get  into  the  corner  of  their 
skulls  where  they  “lay  in  stock”  lor  reference.  The  man  in  ques- 
tion had  an  idea  as  to  the  working  of  a certain  arrangement  on  a 
locomotive,  and  had  hunted  up  the  patent  office  reports,  and  wanted 
the  writer  to  suspend  all  other  work  to  look  up  the  “quips  and 
quirks  ” of  his  idea,  only  to  find  that  a far  better  man  had  in  the 
years  now  agone  done  it  a great  deal  better,  and  after  trial  laid  it  on 
the  shelf.  In  loosing  my  own  grip  on  the  work  in  hand  when  his 
interruption  occurred,  an  old  time  story  popped  into  my  head,  and  the 
result  was  so  ludicrous  that  it  is  worth  repeating.  It  is  some  time 
since  the  writer  adopted  the  universal  practice  of  telling  any  man 
„ “ to  go  and  die  ” when  he  begins  with  “I  can’t,”  or  that  the  “Can’t 
family  died  years  ago.” 

Strange  as  it  may  appear  the  following  is  a fact,  or  a series  of  facts, 
and  although  it  is  twenty-four  years  ago,  or  thereabouts,  vet  it  re- 
mains a record.  When  Ren  Healy  was  the  superintendent  and 
whole  team  of  the  Rhode  Island  Locomotive  Works,  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  his  house  and  that  of  the  writer  were  so  near  that  we  could  and 
often  did  when  both  were  at  home,  chat  from  our  respective  win- 
dows from  one  to  the  other,  in  summer  evenings,  while  smoking  or 
cooling  off  to  get  in  possible  condition  to  do  some  sleeping,  and  it 
was  often  of  what  some  of  the  men  in  charge  of  the  rolling  stock 
used  to  do  or  want  done,  that  these  chats  across  the  few  feet  of  space 
referred  to,  were  the  subject  of. 

Healy  had  at  that  time  an  order  from  one  of  the  roads  out  of  Bos- 
ton, and  he  had,  in  his  way  of  doing  what  he  thought  w;as  best,  made 
changes  in  the  size  of  the  tubes  in  the  new  machine,  and  she  was 
nearly  ready  to  go  out  of  the  shop.  He  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
put  in  a tube  a quarter  of  an  inch  larger  diameter  than  was  then 
generally  used,  and  he  had  done  it  to  give  the  road  a better,  for  a 
faster  engine  was  wanted.  The  sequel  is  interesting,  and  to  have 
heard  Mr.  Healy  tell  it  when  he  had  only  an  audience  in  whom  he 
could  trust,  was  a treat  that  would  not  tolerate  whole  suspenders,  nor 
leave  many  buttons  on  the  garments  if  they  were  not  put  in  a 
“ fatigue  ” state  before  the  story. 
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The  engine  was  finished  and  sent  out  on  the  road  and  was  ex- 
pected by  her  builder  to  do  a clean  thing  and  do  it  fast,  but  the 
“Can’t”  family  were  then  living  and  it  soon  proved  to  be  the  case 
that  thev  were  numerous.  The  great  man  at  the  head  of  the  road 
heard  of  the  change  in  the  size  of  the  flues  and  his  fiat  went  out  at 
once,  “The  thing  could  and  would  never  draw  her  train  on  time,” 
but  he  did  not  Enow  so  much  of  a locomotive  as  a mule  does  of 
trimming  a woman’s  head  gear,  so  far  as  his  own  actual  “ know  how” 
went. 

Then  the  master  mechanic  “ sort  of  thought  ” it  out  that  there  was 
“ suthin  wrong,”  and  while  he  didn’t  know  what  it  might  be,  he 
“had  an  idea”  that  there  was  something  wrong,  and  so  it  went  all 
down  clear  through  the  whole  rank  (?)  and  file  of  the  operating  de- 
partment, and  then  when  the  trials  came  off  it  was  an  impossibility 
to  make  her  go  as  wanted.  The  “ Darned  thing  couldn’t  ana  wouldn’t 
draw  her  train  on  time,”  that  was  all  there  was  to  it  or  of  it,  and 
this  matter  was  set  down  on.  She  “ couldn’t  ” either  steam  or  be  kept 
hot,  or  do  anything  else,  and  after  a considerable  time  spent  in  the  sup- 
posed trials,  but  which  if  the  truth  had  been  written  it  would  have 
read  the  “Trials  of  a lot  of  ignorant  engineers  and  firemen  who  were 
prejudiced  against  the  machine,”  the  engine  was  sent  back  to  have  a 
standard  boiler  put  into  her,  for  the  aeparture  from  “standard” 
practice  had  involved  her  in  a complete  failure.  So  Healy  took  her 
into  the  shop  and  put  in  the  “right  size  and  number  of  tubes,”  and 
after  she  went  out  again  in  a few  weeks  she  was  a “good  machine,” 
and  done  her  work  so  well  that  the  “ boys  ” took  a great  pleasure  in 
telling  what  an  awful  thing  it  was  that  such  a mistake  was  made  in 
her,  and  the  trouble  it  maae,  but  they  soon  had  cause  to  shut  up  on 
her  work,  for  Healy  had  a vein  of  fun  in  him  and  was  not  slow  to 

get  square  with  anv  one  who  for  the  moment  had  got  the  best  of 
im.  As  soon  as  the  new  locomotive  was  on  her  feet  and  all  right, 
there  was  a chance  for  a fast  timer  on  another  road  running  out  of 
Boston,  and  this  time  it  was  by  a master  mechanic  that  had  grad- 
uated from  the  right  hand  side,  and  when  a man  did  not  do  what  he 
ought  to  do  our  master  mechanic  just  jumped  into  the  cab  and  made 
the  run  himself,  and  if  he  done  it  easy  then  there  was  an  end  of  one 
or  the  other  of  two  things,  complaints  or  the  engineer’s  job. 

Healy  and  the  master  mechanic  laid  out  what  was  wanted,  and 
agreed  on  a trial  machine,  and  the  same  boiler  on  which  such  a mis- 
take had  been  made  was  put  into  the  frame,  with  cylinders  a full 
inch  larger  in  diameter,  and  the  engine  put  on  the  track  and  steamed 
up  and  made  ready  to  be  on  hand  for  train.  The  terribly  large  tubes, 
less  in  number,  were  all  in  their  places  and  ready  for  business. 
The  master  mechanic  was  in  the  cab,  Healy  was  on  the  train,  and 
the  whole  thing  was  to  be  tried  on  sound  business  ideas  and  not  on 
the  “ can’t  ” bosh. 

After  making  a start  it  was  found  that  she  was  picking  up  on 
steam,  and  when  it  was  found  that  she  was  not  easy  to  keep  in  time 
she  was  let  out  a little,  and  soon  demonstrated  that  she  was  on  hand 
for  a “ racket.”  When  the  report  came  to  the  men  on  the  other  road 
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that  their  old  friend,  the  big  flues,  were  scooping  all  the  machines 
on  time,  and  pulling  the  full  train,  they  said  “ She  is  clean  now,  just 
wait.”  And  they  did  wait,  and  she  kept  so  clean  that  at  the  end  of 
a year  there  were  four  more  of  her  same  stamp,  and  she  was  and  is 
now,  to-day,  in  splendid  shape,  can  iust  lead  the  prize  machines  and 
she  nas  a record  of  a flyer  made  of  “junk”  of  the  “can’t”  family. 

Here  is  an  example  revived  after  many  years  by  a talk  with  an 
old  timer  while  the  writer  had  been  attending  to  some  business  in 
Boston  after  an  absence  of  nearly  three  years,  and  it  has  occurred  to 
him  that  it  is  a first-rate  thing  to  show  to  what  extent  the  prejudices 
of  a man  will  go  with  not  the  slightest  shadow  of  reason  but  simply 
to  gratify  the  prejudices  of  a man  who  has  an  idea  that  if  a time 
table  were  to  be  changed  in  the  slightest  to  suit  a changed  set  of  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  be  all  wrong,  and  his  old-time  fossil-like  ideas 
were  the  solid  and  correct  things  to  attend  to  and  abide  by. 

There  is  a sort  of  cropping  out  of  ideas  in  the  minds  of  thinking 
men  all  leading  up  to  an  improvement  in  some  of  the  apparatus  of 
the  rolling  stock  of  the  railroads,  and  when  such  an  innovation  is 
made  on  the  fossils  of  past  ages  they,  when  it  comes  into  their  hands, 
sit  on  it  in  judgment  and  determine  that  it  shall  not  succeed  if  they 
can  prevent  it,  and  as  a rule  they  do  prevent  it  by  ignorance  and 
prejudice,  to  say  nothing  of  their  dishonest  reports,  and  the  old  but 
now  exploded  idea  that  they  must  keep  the  control  of  ideas  as  well 
as  of  practice  in  their  own  nands. 

Improvement  in  its  march,  has  set  its  most  emphatic  seal  of  disap- 
proval on  all  such  men  or  practices,  and  the  watchword  now  is  Brains, 
Results,  Improvements;  not  forty  years  in  the  harness  or  in  a situ- 
ation, but  what  have  you  done,  or  what  can  you  do,  that  is  the  style 
now?  It  don’t  make  a bit  of  difference  how  long  you  have  served, 
or  who  your  father-in-law  is.  What  is  your  own  record  ? What 
your  fatner  was  is  not  of  the  least  earthly  account  in  your  own 
make-up.  He  may  have  been  far  the  better  man,  but  he  is  dead, 
and  you  may  be  of  some  account ; but  if  it  don’t  show  plainly  what 
you  have  accomplished,  then  you  must  go  at  it  in  earnest  and  make 
your  own  record.  But  please  don’t  try  to  build  up  yours  by  pulling 
down  some  other  fellow,  or  by  any  practical  prostitution  of  any 
authority  put  into  your  hands  from  which  you  can  influence  results 
which  are  not  in  every  respect  and  fully  reliable. 

The  narrative  recalled  to  the  writer  is  only  one  of  many  in  which 
such  a set  of  results  have  from  his  own  experience  been  watched, 
and  it  is  only  due  to  the  sequel  to  say  that  men  who  peddle  patents 
of  their  own  into  a railroad  shop  are  usually  laid  off  after  a while. 
Such  as  in  some  cases  have  been  concerned  in  such  work  sooner  or 
later  find  their  level,  and  are  discarded  as  unreliable.  It  is  in  a 
spirit  of  fairness  sure  to  be  in  a way  to  lead  to  trouble  when  any  one 
stoops  to  do  anything  that  is  not  in  the  fullest  sense  right  and  true, 
for  all  men  have  in  their  make-up  a sense  of  what  is  due  them,  and 
it  is  always  dangerous  to  step  aside  from  the  right  in  any  respect,  for 
it  is  a violation  of  one  of  the  cardinal  laws  of  man’s  coae,  as  well  as 
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of  the  higher  law  of  right,  from  which  any  deviation  is  as  sure  to  be 
punished  as  we  are  certain  of  death. 

It  is  often  urged  that  a man  can  not  succeed  in  this  mortal  life 
unless  he  takes  advantage  of  circumstances,  and  this  is  again  con- 
strued to  mean  that  if  others  steal,  I must ; or  if  others  do  wrong  to 
increase  their  pile,  so  must  I.  A dozen  wrongs  do  not,  can  not  and 
never  will  make  one  right.  It  is  not  possible  to  do  wrong  and  not 
in  the  end  balance  up  all  accounts,  and  it  is  as  sure  that  we  pay  more 
for  the  indulgence  of  such  a practice  than  we  gain  in  our  peculations, 
and  no  man  who  has  ever  tried  it  but  what  will,  if  now  honest,  en- 
dorse this  last  statement  in  a most  unequivocal  and  emphatic  way. 

The  road  to  success  is  rocky,  but  it  is  as  straight  as  the  rule  ot 
right.  The  road  is  not  easy  to  climb,  but  requires  persistent  effort 
and  inflexible  purpose;  rest  there  is  not  on  the  route,  but  peace  there 
is  when  achieved.  It  is  easy  to  look  back  at  our  blunders  and  to  be 
patient  with  those  who  have  not  so  far  progressed,  and  to  wish  them 
all  an  easier  path  and  faster  progress,  but  who  is  it  that  succeeds  ? 


WHERE  THERE  IS  A WILL  THERE  IS  A WAY. 


BY  WILLIAM  WEILER. 


Mr.  Pray  in  the  July  Magazine  has  pointed  out  an  instance  where 
there  was  a will  in  a man  and  how  he  found  a way  to  become  an 
“eminent  man  in  his  line,”  in  spite  of  his  meagre  advantages,  but 
the  keynote  of  his  success  was  that  he  had  a will  to  rise,  and  as  one 
of  conditions  he  became  a “most  persistent  worker”  in  his  chosen 
field  of  investigation.  Instances  oi  success  in  life  in  spite  of  unfa- 
vorable circumstances  are  not  by  any  means  rare,  and  the  names  of 
men  written  high  on  the  scroll  of  fame  in  the  history  of  the  country 
or  in  its  commerce  and  finances  abound  with  self  made  men,  who 
nose  by  virtue  of  their  will  power  which  enabled  them  to  work  for 
success.  Call  to  mind  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  started  from  a log 
cabin,  to  split  rails  and  eventually  reachea  the  White  House.  Gar- 
field reached  the  same  place  by  starting  along  the  tow  path  as  a 
mule  driver.  Grant  had  a better  start,  but  afterwards  seemed  to  get 
out  of  the  line  of  promotion  when  he  became  a tanner,  until  at  the 
call  of  his  country  he  came  to  “tan”  the  rebels ; but  after  all  it  may 
have  been  his  experience  as  a tanner,  whose  work  is  so  notoriously 
slow,  that  gave  him  the  persistency  “to  fight  it  out  on  that  line  if  it 
takes  all  summer”  and  to  reach  the  presidency.  In  the  race  for 
wealth  it  is  not  the  start  that  a man  has  that  gives  him  success,  for 
A.  T.  Stewart,  the  dry  goods  merchant,  Peter  Cooper,  the  manu- 
facturer, Girard,  the  ship  owner,  Vanderbilt,  the  first  Commodore. 
Gould,  the  railroad  king,  all  had  very  little  both  of  money  and  edu- 
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cation  to  start  life  with,  but  they  had  the  will  power  that  made 
them  persistent  workers,  and  they  made  use  of  all  the  means  in 
their  reach  to  accomplish  the  end  they  had  in  view. 

As  it  is  with  place  or  position  and  wealth,  so  it  is  with  knowledge ; it 
can  be  had  if  there  is  a will  to  get  it,  but  of  course  if  the  will  is  lacking 
it  will  not  come  of  itself.  This  is  no  doubt  the  reason  that  makes  Mr. 
Pray  despond,  in  looking  over  the  lack  of  interest  in  the  Mechanical 
Department,  for  the  will  to  improve  does  not  seem  to  permeate  the  rank 
ana  file  of  the  order  or  we  should  see  these  columns  crowded  to  their 
full  capacity  with  interesting  topics  and  inquiries  pertaining  to  our 
business. 

Mr.  Pray  asks  why  is  this  so?  My  answer  is:  The  seniority  rule 
in  vogue  on  all  the  roads  has  held  sway  so  long  that  it  has  become 
a common  expression  that  is  used  by  firemen : It  is  no  use  to  study; 
I will  be  promoted  when  my  turn  comes  anyway.  This  whil6  it 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  Keep  these  men  from  study  is  no  doubt 
the  one  reason  that  so  little  work  is  done  in  this  line.  When  a strict 
examination  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  economic  railroad 
management  and  practice  shall  be  introduced,  as  it  surely  will  at 
some  time,  some  of  these  men  will  be  found  lacking  and  will  then 
mourn  over  lost  opportunities. 

Another  reason  for  the  lack  of  interest  manifested  by  many  is  no 
doubt  found  in  the  chilling  reception  a novice  meets,  and  the  curt 
answers  he  receives,  when  in  the  search  for  knowledge  he  attempts 
to  get  it  from  those  who,  by  reason  of  their  long  service  on  the  road, 
he  thinks  ought  to  be  able  to  give  him  the  desired  information. 
Whether  these  rebuffs  are  the  result  of  ignorance  on  the  subject,  and 
are  givep  to  prevent  exposure,  are  the  result  of  a trade  unionism, 
which  is  aiming  to  keep  the  supposed  trade  secrets,  or  are  simply 
the  result  of  a desire  to  make  the  inauirer  feel  his  inferiority  in  the 
presence  of  such  mighty  intellects,  tne  natural  result  is  the  same — 
the  earnest  inquirer  becomes  disgusted  at  the  search  for  knowledge 
under  such  difficulties  and  either  relinquishes  the  pursuit  or  turns 
to  other  channels  to  get  it,  where  he  will  be  saved  from  sneers  and 
rebuffs.  He  can  find  information  in  books  and  papers  treating  on 
his  business,  but  there  are  in  actual  railroad  practice  so  many  differ- 
ences in  circumstances,  that  a man  on  a locomoitve  may  at  any  mo- 
ment find  himself  in  a situation,  while  somewhat  like  that  he  or 
some  other  one  has  been  in,  yet  differing  in  material  points  and  re- 
quiring different  treatment.  For  these  special  cases  he  cannot  find 
a ready  made  remedy,  and  it  is  in  preparation  for  them  or  in  review- 
ing them  that  the  greatest  value  is  to  be  found  in  the  columns  of  a 
Mechanical  Department  such  as  this. 

But  now  in  coming  to  the  Magazine  we  find  that  the  editor  has 
thought  best  to  shut  down  on  nom  de  plumes,  and  wants  every  con- 
tributor, whether  old  or  new,  whether  accustomed  to  spread  his 
ideas  to  the  public  or  making  his  first  trembling  appearance,  to  sign 
their  true  names  and  thus  give  themselves  away.  If  he  is  a 
new  man  he  will  probably  be  ridiculed  as  an  upstart  who  would 
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have  no  business  to  inquire  into  matters  beyond  his  comprehension ; 
if  he  is  an  old  hand  and  makes  an  inquiry  the  cry  will  be  that  he 
oug^t  to  know  that  much  without  asking;  if  he  ventures  to  differ 
from  others  in  regard  to  best  method  he  is  decried  without  mercy  as 
a theorist,  even  if  he  has  had  practice  to  confirm  his  ideas.  Tnen 
again  in  explaining  situations  it  would  often  times  serve  to  bring  in 
other  men,  even  without  mentioning  names,  by  the  mere  association 
which  ever  exists  on  locomotives,  and  the  writer  who  would  venture 
to  criticise  those  over  him,  even  if  he  had  the  best  of  reason  and 
facts  on  his  side,  would  no  doubt  find  rather  uncomfortable  auar- 
ters,  if  allowed  to  continue  in  them  at  all.  These  are  reasons  which 
prevent  the  Mechanical  Department  from  being  as  great  a success  as 
it  might  be,  and  the  latter  is  no  doubt  one  reason  why  it  is  not  now 
so  well  filled  as  it  used  to  be ; but  as  the  latter  is  an  easily  removed 
objection  let  us  hope  that  it  will  be  speedily  cast  into  oblivion,  and 
that  the  “boys”  will  have  a chance  to  be  heard  from  without  giving 
themselves  away  if  they  don’t  want  to. 

We  are  living  in  a fast  age,  with  everything  going  at  railroad 
speed,  but  now  it  is  becoming  a question  what  is  to  be  considered 
fair  railroad  speed.  All  the  roads  are  speeding  up  their  trains,  by 
shortening  up  the  curves  and  taking  out  the  grades  where  it  is  pos- 
sible, by  limiting  the  stops  to  as  few  as  possible  and  as  short  a time 
at  the  stations  as  their  business  will  permit;  and  then  they  come  to 
the  motive  department  and  shorten  the  schedule  time  a few  minutes 
here  and  there  and  get  the  speed  up  to  45  and  50  miles,  and  are  not 
content  to  rest  at  that,  but  are  now  pressing  on  toward  a higher  mark 
yet,  and  as  we  hear  of  fast  runs  every  day,  some  of  which  are  ahead 
of  the  mile  a minute  gait  even,  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  shall 
have  trains  regularly  running  at  60  miles  an  hour.  Many  runs  have 
been  made  surpassing  this  speed  and  cutting  the  time  down  to  a mile 
in  38  seconds,  or  at  the  rate  of  nearly  95  miles  an  hour,  and  it  will 
no  doubt  soon  reach  the  100  mile  an  hour  gait. 

Nothing  has  done  more  to  demonstrate  the  possibilities  of  fast 
traveling  than  the  running  of  the  Empire  State  Express  by  the  N. 
Y.  C.  R.  R.,  the  regular  schedule  time  of  which  is  at  the  rate  of  over 
52  miles  per  hour.  As  will  sometimes  happen  on  the  best  of  roads 
the  train  nas  been  delayed  at  times  along  the  road,  but  it  nearly  al- 
ways arrives  on  time  at  the  end  of  its  trip.  To  do  this  occasional 
runs  have  been  made  at  the  rate  of  80  to  85  miles  per  hour  on  the 
west  end  of  the  road  between  Syracuse  and  Buffalo,  where  the  grade 
and  line  of  road  is  exceptionally  favorable  for  high  speed.  Mr.  Chas. 
Hogan  is  engineer  in  charge  of  the  “999”  which  pulls  the  train  over 
the  western  division,  and  is  credited  with  having  made  the  best  time 
on  record,  and  in  a recent  issue  of  Locomotive  Engineering  the  secret 
of  his  success  as  a fast  runner  is  given  “in  the  steady  manner  of 
working  up  to  speed;  in  the  careful  study  he  makes  of  how  to  work 
the  engine  into  high  velocity  with  the  least  possible  drain  on  the 
boiler.  He  feeds  the  water  very  regularly,  and  never  has  it  high 
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enough  to  cause  priming,  no  matter  how  fast  the  cylinder  may  be 
drawing  the  6unply  of  steam.  He  runs  with  a full  throttle  and  regu- 
lates the  speed  oy  the  reverse  lever.”  The  secret  being  thus  out  and 
made  public  it  may  be  used  by  others,  but  the  point  we  make  is  that 
theory  is  not  against  practice  as  at  the  head  of  this,  but  that  good 
theory  and  good  practice  go  “ hand  in  hand,”  and  that  while  by  study 
we  can  form  a theory,  the  practice  will  confirm  and  prove  it.  Dry 
steam  used  with  a full  throttle  is  good  theory  and  will  and  does 
prove  good  practice. 


As  W.  J.  Edwards  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  me  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  injector  problem,  which  has  aroused  his  attention,  I will 
endeavor  to  answer  him;  but  in  doing  so  he  must  permit  me'to  start 
off  with  the  assertion  that  the  injector  is  a mechanical  paradox,  for 
its  action  is  apparently  opposed  to  reason  and  common  sense.  Sup- 

Sose,  for  instance,  that  a party  of  ten  men  were  in  a house  holding  a 
oor  shut,  and  that  a party  of  men  of  the  same  size  and  strength 
were  on  the  outside  trying  to  get  in  by  the  door,  but  that  owing  to 
the  door  jambs  only  eight  men  could  find  room  to  exert  their  strength 
on  the  door;  would  it  be  natural  to  believe  that  the  eight  men  could 
force  the  door  open  and  go  in  themselves,  and  take  in  with  them 
such  of  their  friends  as  they  had  a mind  to?  Yet  this  is  what  the 
injectors  in  use  all  over  the  land  do  in  their  everyday  working, 
for  we  have,  say,  a pressure  of  100  pounds  on  the  top  of  the  check 
valve,  and  take  a part  of  this  steam  out,  turn  it  in  a pipe,  allow  it  to 
pick  up  some  water,  and  then  when  it  comes  to  the  check  from  the 
outside  seeking  admission,  the  force  inside  is  not  able  to  keep  it  out, 
but  the  door  is  as  it  were  lifted  from  the  hinges,  and  the  outside 
crowd  rushes  in  just  as  long  as  it  pleases,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
inside  crowd  is  still  pushing  on  the  door  with  all  its  might  and 
power,  as  is  readily  seen,  for  when  you  shut  off  the  injector  the  check 
valve  is  brought  down  with  a “click,”  showing  that  the  power  was 
still  there  ready  to  shut  the  valve  but  temporarily  overpowered  by 
the  influx  of  the  mixed  stream.  Of  course,  in  trying  to  explain  the 
working  of  this  machine  we  hear  of  condensation  of  steam  and  in- 
duced currents  and  what  not,  yet  it  is  as  hard  a question  to  answer 
as  it  would  be  to  explain  fully  how  it  is  that  I bend  my  fingers  in 
writing  these  lines,  at  the  dictate  of  the  invisible  mind.  It  is  true 
that  there  are  some  facts  which  are  hard  to  prove,  if  they  can  be 
proven  at  all,  and  yet  we  must  accept  them  as  such. 

NoW,  in  regard  to  filling  a boiler  with  30  pounds  of  pressure,  let 
me  say  that  in  my  experience  in  the  roundhouse  and  on  the  road  I 
have  found  that  a great  deal  of  water  can  be  put  into  the  boiler  with 
30  pounds  of  pressure,  having  at  times  filled  up  boilers  several  gauges 
with  a loss  of  only  15  to  20  pounds  of  steam,  and  have  had  injectors 
work  with  as  low  as  10  pounds  of  pressure,  but  the  Monitor  is  not  a 
success  (at  least  in  my  experience)  as  a low  pressure  injector  or  even 
as  a variable  pressure  injector,  for  it  seems  to  be  very  sensitive  to 
slight  variations  of  pressure,  requiring  constant  watch  of  the  over- 
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flow  as  the  pressure  is  reduced  to  make  it  take  up  its  water.  If  the 
steam  pressure  was  all  gone  from  the  boiler — in  Bro.  Edwards’  case— 
and  the  water  in  the  tank  was  higher  than  in  the  boiler,  the  boiler 
could  be  filled  from  the  tank  provided  the  water  in  the  latter  was 
high  enough  to  overcome  the  weight  of  the  check  valve.  As  a matter 
of  course  the  overflow  valve  would  have'to  be  closed,  and  some  valve 
above  the  water  in  the  boiler  opened  so  as  to  produce  no  compres- 
sion, and  as  it  is  the  nature  of  water  to  find  its  level  it  would  no 
doubt  flow  as  long  as  its  levels  were  unequal. 

Having  in  a manner  answered  Bro.  Edwards,  I now  wish  to  ask 
him  some  questions,  and  hope  he  will  have  pity  on  my  ignorance 
and  enlighten  me.  In  the  first  place,  how  did  your  engine  come  to 
“die” — at  a station  at  that?  In  my  sixteen  consecutive  years,  and 
in  my  previous  service  and  connection  with  roads,  I never  saw  or 
had  anything  to  do  with  “a  dead  engine”  whose  boiler  was  in  con- 
dition to  be  filled  up,  as  seems  to  have  been  the  case  in  this  instance. 
Bro.  Edwards  says  they  had  30  pounds  of  steam;  they  must  there- 
fore have  had  water  in  the  boiler,  and  to  make  it  safe  to  fill  her  it 
ought  to  have  covered  the  crown-sheet.  What  then  was  the  idea  of 
putting  in  more  water  and  thus  using  up  the  steam  instead  of  using 
the  steam  to  re-kindle  the  fire,  and  then  when  that  was  done  go  on 
and  supply  water  as  needed?  Again,  if  the  engine  was  dead,  what 
was  the  use  of  putting  in  water,  if  she  had  enough  to  cover  the  crown- 
sheet?  If  she  had  not  enough  to  cover  this,  it  would  do  more  harm 
than  good  to  put  water  into  the  boiler,  even  if  the  plates  were  cooled 
off  in  part.  We  have  had  dead  engines  by  reason  of  bursted  flues, 
dropped  crown-sheets,  blown  out  whistles,  defective  hand-hole  plates, 
ana  by  holes  punched  into  the  boilers  in  collisions,  but  in  none  or 
these  cases  was  it  desirable,  necessary,  or  even  possible  to  fill  the 
boiler  after  the  fire  was  gone,  as  I understand  was  the  case  with  Bro. 
Edwards’  engine.  I should  therefore  like  to  have  further  light  on 
the  subject,  which  is  certainly  dark  to  me  now,  and  I hope  Bro.  Ed- 
wards will  in  the  interests  ol  thousands  of  our  fellow  workers  give 
us  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  so  that  we  may  get  all  the  points  in- 
volved, and  be  able  to  form  a better  idea  of  the  peculiar  situation 
in  which  they  were  placed,  and  in  which  we  may  at  some  time  find 
ourselves  as  well. 


PROGRESS  OF  THE  ELECTRIC  LOCOMOTIVE. 


BY  WILFRED  P.  BORLAND. 


The  electric  locomotive  is  slowly  but  surely  making  its  way  to  the 
front,  and  we  may  be  sure  that  before  many  years  steam  locomotives 
will  be  nothing  but  a memory.  The  first  electric  locomotive  of  any 
considerable  size  in  the  United  States,  and  what  is  claimed  to  be  the 


t 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LOCOMOTIVE  FIREMEN’S  MAGAZINE. 


791 


first  practical  high  speed  locomotive  in  the  world  adapted  to  the  re- 
quirements of  steam  railroads,  has  recently  been  completed  by  the 
General  Electric  Co.;  and  will  be  exhibited  at  the  WorldPs  Fair.  This 
locomotive  is  of  thirty  tons  weight,  and  is  designed  for  a normal 
speed  of  thirty  miles  an  hour.  It  runs  on  four  wheels  44  inches  in 
diameter,  and  has  two  motors,  one  for  each  axle.  The  drawbar  pull 
is  calculated  at  12,000  pounds.  It' was  designed,  primarily,  for  ele- 
vated railroad  service  and  for  passenger  and  light  freight  service  on 
secondary  lines.  The  only  objection  to  the  use  of  the  electric  loco- 
motive over  long  distances  is,  at  present,  the  great  cost  of  long  lines 
of  electric  feeders.  When  the  problem  presented  by  this  condition  is 
solved — and  we  may  be  quite  sure  that  it  will  be  solved  at  no  very 
distant  day — it  will  be  only  a question  of  time  when  the  electric 
locomotive  shall  entirely  supersede  the  steam  locomotive  in  all  kinds 
of  railway  service.  Between  places  comparatively  near  each  other, 
where  the  extreme  cost  of  maintaining  long  feeder  lines  has  not  been 
encountered,  the  electric  locomotive  is  even  now  becoming  a dan- 
gerous rival  of  the  steam  locomotive.  The  General  Electric  Co., 
predicts  as  follows : 


The  evolution  of  the  use  of  electric  locomotives  will  probably  follow 
along  the  lines  dictated  by  expediency  and  favoring  conditions.  At  first 
they  will  probably  be  used  in  elevated  railroad  service,  and  in  New  York, 
Brooklyn  and  Chicago  alone  their  advent  will  be  hailed  with  a feeling  of  deep 
gratitude.  They  will  then  probably  be  adopted  as  feeders  to  the  trunk  lines, 
both  for  freight  and  passenger  traffic;  and  to  operate  short  suburban  lines, 
where  a rapid  efficient  service  is  requisite.  Their  peculiar  fitness  for  switching 
purposes  will  advance  their  use  another  step,  and  then  slowly,  as  the  different 
problems  presented  are  overcome,  they  will  Invade  the  province  of  the  trunk 
line  steam  locomotive,  and  the  millennium  of  railroad  travel  will  be  within  the 
realities  of  life. 


Commenting  on  this,  the  Railway  Age  says:  “It  must  be  con- 
ceded that  its  predictions  are  fully  within  reasonable  limits.” 

In  France,  recently,  electric  propulsion  has  been  applied  to  loco- 
motives upon  apparently  incongruous  principles.  Each  locomotive 
is  to  generate  its  own  power  ,*  a stationary  boiler  is  mounted  upon 
the  locomotive  frame,  and  the  steam  power  generated  in  this  boiler, 
instead  of  being  applied  directly  to  produce  motion,  is  utilized  for 
the  generation  of  electric  power,  which  is  applied  to  produce  motion. 
At  first  sight  it  would  appear  that  there  was  not  much  to  be  gained 
by  this  method,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  economy  gained  in  the 
absence  of  all  reciprocating  parts  will  more  than  oflset  the  apparent 
loss  attendant  upon  the  rather  roundabout  method  of  conversion  of 
power,  and,  as  each  machine  will  be  independent,  and  there  will  be 
no  necessity  for  power  stations  and  expensive  feeder  lines,  it  may  be 
that  it  is  in  some  such  way  as  this  the  problem  of  electric  propul- 
sion will  eventually  be  solved.  With  tne  general  adoption  of  the 
electric  locomotive,  the  duties  of  enginemen,  and  especially  those  of 
firemen,  will  be  completely  revolutionized.  What  will  those  who 
now  perform  the  duties  of  locomotive  firemen  have  to  do  on  the 
electric  locomotive  ? Many  of  the  important  duties  which  they  are 
now  called  upon  to  perform  will  no  longer  be  necessary,  but  there 
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will  undoubtedly  develop  other  duties  quite  as  important  as  those 
which  disappear.  This  generation  shall  probably  not  witness  much 
change,  but  it  is  within  the  range  of  possibility  that  the  locomotive 
fireman  as  we  now  know  him,  will,  to  the  next  and  succeding  gener- 
ations, be  but  a memory  of  the  past.” 

At  the  recent  convention  of  the  Master  Mechanic’s  Association, 
the  committee  on  smoke  prevention  offered  the  following  proposi- 
tions: 

Smoke  prevention  means  perfect  combustion.  The  matter  of  perfect  com- 
bustion has  been  discussed,  and  the  principles  upon  which  it  depends  have 
been  thoroughly  established  long  before  the  existence  of  this  association. 
Perfect  combustion  means : 

1.  That  temperature  of  the  fire  box  must  be  maintained  at  a sufficient  high 
point  to  insure  prompt  combination  of  the  carbon  of  the  fuel  with  the  oxygen. 

2.  An  adequate  supply  of  oxygen. 

3.  Proper  presentation  of  the  oxygen  to  the  fuel. 

It  may  be  taken  as  an  established  fact  that  if  the  temperature  of  the  bed  of 
fuel  is  maintained  at  the  proper  point,  and  its  efficiency  not  impaired  by  the 
addition  of  an  excess  of  raw  and  cold  fuel,  and  if  the  proper  amount  of  oxy- 
gen is  supplied,  the  prevention  of  smoke  will  be  accomplished.  We  find  in 
practice  that  the  ordinary  locomotive  with  deep  fire  box,  equipped  with  a fire 
brick  arch  and  ten  two-inch  combustion  tubes,  three  on  each  side  of  the  box 
and  two  on  each  end,  can  be  operated  practically  with  no  smoke  while  running. 
It  is  understood  that  the  locomotive  is  fired  carefully,  the  fuel  being  introduced 
in  small  quantities  so  as  not  to  lower  the  temperature  of  the  incandescent  mass 
of  fuel. 

There  are  suggestions  here  that  firemen  will  do  well  to  follow,  but 
the  first  statement  is  misleading;  it  is  not  a statement  of  fact.  If  it 
had  been  put:  Perfect  combustion  means  smoke  pervention,  it 
would  have  been  correct ; but  smoke  prevention  does  not  always 
mean  perfect  combustion.  There  may  be,  and  in  fact  often  is.  very 
imperfect  combustion  with  an  entire  absence  of  smoke.  Ana  now 
that  may  be  a good  question  for  the  boys  to  consider.  Mr.  Pray  very 
justly  complains  of  the  lack  of  interest  in  our  question  box.  Let 
me  put  the  question:  Does  smoke  prevention  mean  perfect  com- 
bustion? If  not,  why  not? 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  this  report  many  of  the  mem- 
bers described  devices  which  had  proved  very  successful  in  prevent- 
ing smoke,  but  the  unanimous  verdict  was  that  none  of  them  ever 
saved  a pound  of  coal.  This  experience  ought  to  be  conclusive  that 
smoke  prevention  does  not  mean  perfect  combustion. 

That  remark  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Marshall’s  in  discussing  the  report,  was 
a very  just  one.  He  said  that “ a good  fireman  was  the  best  smoke 
consumer.”  That  was  probably  the  truest  remark  made  in  the  whole 
course  of  the  discussion.  In  the  last  analysis,  both  smoke  preven- 
tion and  perfect  combustion  depends  upon  the  good  work  of  the 
fireman.  He  must  mix  some  brains  withnis  work  or  else  fails;  how- 
ever perfect  any  device  may  be  it  will  fail  to  produce  good  results  if 
manipulated  by  a poor  fireman. 

Now  here  is  another  question  for  the  boys  to  consider.  There  is 
quite  a common  belief  that  there  is  a great  deal  of  virtue  in  hot  air 
to  insure  perfect  combustion  when  admitted  above  the  fire.  Is  there 
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any  good  grounds  for  this  belief?  Will  we  not  accomplish  as  good 
results  by  admitting  the  proper  quantity  of  cold  air  as  though  the 
air  were  heated  ? If  not,  why  not?  By  admitting  cold  air  in  proper 
quantities  do  we  abstract  any  of  the  existing  heat  of  the  furnace  ? 
If  so,  why  so? 


AIR  BRAKE  PRACTICE. 

Mr.  Editor: — There  is  quite  an  interesting  discussion  going  on 
between  the  air  brake  people  of  the  country,  and,  no  doubt  it  will 
interest  many  of  the  readers  of  this  department  of  the  Magazine. 

The  question  at  issue  is,  when  a partial  application  is  on,  and  oc- 
casion should  arise  for  an  emergency  application,  whether  it  is  bet- 
ter to  push  the  handle  to  the  emergency  notch  at  once,  or  first  re- 
lease the  brake  just  long  enough  to  recharge  the  train  pipe  and  then 
make  the  emergency  application.  Some  say  that  by  putting  the 
handle  in  release  position  for  a moment  before  making  the  emer- 
gency application  we  shall  get  a more  powerful  application  of  the 
Brakes  than  we  could  get  by  simply  increasing  to  emergency  appli- 
cation when  partial  application  is  on.  It  is  wrong  to  release  any 
brakes  in  case  of  emergency ; but  we  are  told  not  to  leave  the  han- 
dle in  release  position  too  long,  but  just  momentarily,  in  order  to 
recharge  the  train  pipe.  But  when  we  recharge  the  train  pipe  we 
release  the  brakes.  The  train  pipe  pressure  holds  the  triple  valve 
in*  release  position  and  if  we  make  a full  service  application  we 
would  get  50  pounds  pressure  in  the  brake  cylinder.  But  they  do 
not  say  when  a full  service  application  is  on,  but  only  a partial  ap- 
plication ; which  would  make  it  all  the  more  powerful  by  pushing 
the  handle  clear  to  the  right. 

The  graduating  spring  would  have  to  be  compressed  before  an 
emergency  application  could  take  place,  and  if  a partial  application 
is  on,  the  piston  of  triple  valve  is  not  quite  up  against  the  graduat- 
ing spring,  but  a short  distance  from  it,  which  would  leave  room 
enough  for  the  piston  to  receive  the  necessary  momentum  to  com- 
press this  spring  if  the  space  between  the  piston  and  graduating 
spring  cuts  any  figure  in  the  case  at  all.  The  idea  of  releasing  brakes 
which  we  have  partially  applied  is  certainly  wrong;  besides,  we  are 
told  to  do  this  in  case  of  emergency,  when  we  want  to  stop  as  soon  as 
possible.  It  is  too  much  of  a scientific  action  to  undertake  at  a time 
when  an  emergency  application  is  desired.  At  such  a time,  if  we 
released  our  brakes,  we  should  have  to  watch  the  gauge  to  see  when 
the  train  pipe  was  charged  • that  takes  time,  and  time  is  the  main 
thing  in  an  emergency  application  of  the  brakes. 

Baltimore,  Md.  Walter  C.  Oaraghty. 
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THE  ENGINE  WAS  RUN  WITH  AIR  PRESSURE. 


Mr.  Editor: — In  answer  to  Mr.  Weilei^s  question,  I wish  to  give 
my  idea  as  to  how  Mr.  Holly  created  the  required  power  to  run  a 
mile  and  win  his  bet.  In  the  first  place  we  will  suppose  that  the 
cylinder  packing  and  valve  were  perfectly  tight.  This  being  the 
case,  I can  imagine  Mr.  Holly  sitting  on  the  right  hand  side  with 
the  reverse  lever  in  the  back  motion  from  the  way  he  was  being 
towed,  and  with  the  throttle  and  cylinder  cocks  open  to  admit  the 
air  into  the  boiler  through  the  cylinders.  Or,  in  other  words  the 
cylinder  would  act  as  an  air  pump  to  fill  the  boiler  with  air.  In 
Mr.  Weiler’s  article,  it  was  not  stated  how  far  the  engine  was  to  be 
towed,  and  I am  not  prepared  to  give  the  exact  distance  it  would 
take  to  accumulate  air  enough  to  run  the  engine  one  mile.  I would 
like  to  hear  from  some  one  better  posted  than  myself  on  that  point. 
Here  is  a question  to  which  I would  like  an  answer:  How  far  will 
a spot  on  the  outer  edge  of  a wheel,  five  feet  in  diameter,  travel  in 
going  a given  distance? 

Cherry  vale,  Kan.  Ira  McNaught. 


ANSWERS  TO  QUESTIONS. 


Mr.  Editor:— I wish  to  answer  Bro.  Harvey’s  questions  as  fol- 
lows : 

1st.  If  monitor  injector  is  in  good  shape,  the  heater  cock  may  be 
shut  clear  down  and  water  will  still  proceed  on  into  the  boiler. 

2nd.  Top  guides  always  wear  most,  as  the  strain  is  on  top  guide 
all  the  time  while  engine  is  running  forward  and  on  bottom  guide 
when  running  backward. 

3rd.  Engineers  who  say  a certain  wedge  is  stuck  are  correct.  If 
the  wedges  are  set  up  too  close  it  causes  friction  and  they  will  stick; 
if  the  wedges  are  pulled  down  friction  is  relieved  and  they  no  longer 
stick.  Hence,  the  position  of  the  wedge  has  all  to  do  with  the  mat- 
ter, in  either  case. 

Chicago,  III.  J.  E.  House. 


HOW  HOLLY  MUST  HAVE  DONE  IT. 


Mr.  Editor:— I think  Mr.  Weiler's  story  of  running  an  engine  a 
mile  without  steam  or  water  is  true.  If  I had  been  in  Mr. 
Holly’s  place,  I would  have  had  the  engine  reversed  while  they 
were  towing  her  and,  by  so  doing,  in  a very  short  time  the  steam 
gauge  will  show  pre&ure  and  the  safety  valve  work  the  same  as 
with  steam. 

Allegheny,  Pa.  W.  J.  Edwards . 
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IN  ANSWER  TO  MR.  WEILER’S  PUZZLE. 


Mr.  Editor: — In  answer  to  Mr.  Weiler’s  question,  which  appeared 
in  the  July  Magazine,  I would  say  that  I think  a locomotive  might 
be  run  a mile  or  two  under  the  conditions  mentioned>  If  I was  in 
Mr.  Holly’s  place,  and  could  be  towed  out  a mile  or  two,  when  I 
started  I would  put  the  reverse  lever  in  the  motion  opposite  to 
which  I was  being  towed,  and  open  the  throttle.  This  would  allow 
the  air  that  was  pumped  into  the  cylinders  to  pass  into  the  boiler, 
and  by  the  time  I had  been  towed  a mile  or  so  I would  have  pres- 
sure enough  in  the  boiler  to  run  a mile  on  level  track.  By  an  en- 
gine running  ahead,  in  back  motion,  it  makes  air  pumps  of  the  cyl- 
inders. Let  me  know  if  I am  right. 

Somerset,  Ky.  W.  T.  Fra/nklin. 


CLINKERS. 


It  is  sometimes  amusing  to  hear,  persons  talk  of  their  independ- 
ence; one  would  suppose  that  they  owed  nothing  whatever  to  any 
other  member  of  society,  being  so  entirely  self-sufficient  that  they 
might  exist  alone. 

This  show  of  independence  is  mainly  the  result  of  ignorance,  and 
its  exhibition  is  almost  always  in  bad  taste.  The  fact  is  that  there 
is  not  an  entirely  independent  person  on  the  fece  of  the  earth,  from 
the  Czar  of  all  the  Russias  to  tne  lowest  tramp  in  existence;  each 
person  is,  in  some  degree,  dependent  on  his  fellows  for  such  benefits 
as  he  enjoys. 

Mutual  dependence  is  the  very  base  of  organized  society;  without 
mutual  dependence  society  coula  not  exist,  and  the  wonderful  devel- 
opment with  which  we  are  familiar  could  never  have  taken  place. 
The  wonderful  triumphs  of  genius  that  enrich  the  world  were  not 
accomplished  by  independent  beings. 

Spite  of  the  obvious  facts  of  the  case,  men  like  to  flatter  them- 
selves with  the  idea  that  they  are  independent;  they  like  to  believe 
that  it  is  good  for  every  tub  to  stand  on  its  own  bottom,  and  it  don’t 
require  much  argument  to  induce  a man  to  think  himself  one  of 
those  tubs. 

This  exaggerated  feeling  of  independence  is  one  of  the  contradie- 
tions  in  thelaw  of  social  development;  it  has  always  been  a stumb- 
ling block  to  humanity  at  large,  and  is,  to-day,  one  of  the  greatest 
hindrances  to  the  elevation  of  the  masses.  When  men  learn  that 
an  acknowledgment  of  dependence  does  not  necessarily  imply  a sac- 
rifice of  self-respect,  we  shall  have  taken  a long  step  ahead. 

Self-respect  and  independence  are  two  very  different  qualities; 
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when  one  asserts  his  self-respect  he  asserts  confidence  in  his  own  acts, 
belief  in  the  equity  of  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men : his  inner 
consciousness  tells  him  that  he  has  squared  his  conduct  f>y  the  dic- 
tates of  the  moral  law,  and  he  inwardly  rejoices  that  his  conduct 
toward  his  fellows  is  above  reproach. 

But  when  he  asserts  his  independence  he  simply  asserts  his  power 
to  live  alone;  he  asserts  the  fallacy  that  his  own  merits,  his  own  ef- 
forts and  powers,  are  all  sufficient  for  his  needs;  he  asserts,  in  fact, 
that  which  is  not  true.  It  is  the  disposition  to  use  these  two  terms 
synonymously  that  has  produced  the  exaggerated  notion  that  an  in- 
dependent person  is  a self-respecting  person. 

If  we  could  only  get  rid  of  that  notion  it  would  be  a grand  thing 
for  the  cause  of  humanity;  then,  instead  of  seeing  workers  who  have 
risen  somewhat  above  their  fellows,  trying  to  stand  alone  and  mis- 
erably failing;  in  the  effort,  we  should  see  them  extending  a helping 
hand  to  the  less  fortunate,  and  inviting  them  to  assist  in  an  united 
effort  for  a broader  and  grander  social  life. 

Then,  instead  of  seeing  the  different  groups  of  workers  trying  to 
square  their  actions  by  the  dictates  of  the  false  assertion  that  “every 
tub  should  stand  on  its  own  bottom,”  we  should  see  them  unitedly 
working  for  the  attainment  of  a common  end  ; then,  instead  of  pull- 
ing in  different  directions  and  accomplishing  little,  both  labor  unions 
and  individual  workers  would  pull  together  and  accomplish  much. 


MECHANICAL  MISCELLANY. 


The  example  set  by  the  Pennsylvania  and  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  systems 
is  one  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be  followed  by  every  road  in  the  country. 
These  roads  have  granted  to  each  employe  two  weeks’  vacation,  with  free 
transportation  to  and  from  the  exhibition  at  Chicago  for  themselves  and  all 
their  dependent  families.  The  exhibition  now  going  on  at  Chicago  is  one  the 
like  of  which  will  not  probably  be  again  seen  in  this  country  within  this  gen- 
eration, and  every  possible  facility  should  be  given  to  those  who  can  Ul  afford 
the  expense  of  visiting  it  to  do  so  if  possible.  The  railroads  are  in  a position 
to  render  much  aid  to  their  employes  in  the  matter,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they 
wiU  make  good  use  of  their  opportunities  for  doing  good  in  this  direction. 
Every  employe  will  be  the  better  employe  for  the  education  which  will  come  of 
a visit  to  such  an  exhibition  as  this.— American  Machinist . 


While  the  compound  locomotive  does  not  seem  to  have  met  with  the  enthu- 
siastic reception  in  this  country  that  its  projectors  expected  and  hoped  for,  it 
still  continues  to  hold  its  own  in  Germany.  At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Ger- 
man Association  of  Engineers,  the  Chief  of  the  Locomotive  Department  of  the 
Prussian  State  Railways  stated  that  the  trials  of  the  compound  locomotive  in- 
dicated its  superiority  over  the  single  system,  in  that  it  did  more  work,  saved 
fuel,  and  threw  fewer  sparks. — American  Engineer . 
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Dr.  Brewer,  of  Cambridge,  making  all  allowance  for  the  Chinese  inventive, 
lying  faculty,  allows  them  to  have  been  acquainted  with  the  properties  of  the 
magnetic  needle  B.  C.  1715;  while  the  early  French  Jesuit  priests,  who  had  no 
interest  in  supporting  any  mythical  stories  in  the  land  of  their  adoption,  believe 
trade  routes  and  canals  to  have  been  in  existence  about  the  same  period;  that 
a system  of  regular  marriages  had  been  introduced  among  the  people;  that 
weaving  was  understood;  banks  and  bank  notes  in  existence;  gunpowder;  a 
regular  calendar  reformed  B.  C.  1498 ; a knowledge  of  lunar  eclipses,  and  a 
division  of  the  people  into  classes,  each  wearing  a dress  distinguished  by  its 
colors. — Scientific  American . 


From  the  appearance  of  the  Patent  Office  Becord  a great  many  inventors  are 
devoting  their  time  to  the  designing  of  compound  locomotives  and  their  at- 
tachments. It  looks  as  if  the  compound  locomotive  promises  to  become  as 
fertile  a source  of  revenue  for  patent  lawyers  as  brakes  and  car  couplers  have 
been.  At  the  beginning  of  this  year  there  had  been  fifty-seven  patents  on 
compound  locomotives  taken  out  in  this  country.  England  was  a little  ahead 
of  us  with  ninety-four  patents,  but  it  looks  as  if  our  inventors  would  be 
ahead  before  this  year  is  out.  Other  countries  have  been  well  represented  by 
inventors  of  compound  locomotives,  for  France  has  22  patents  on  this  kind  of 
engine,  Germany  14,  Italy  2,  Switzerland  2,  Russia  1,  and  Norway  1. — Locomo- 
tive Engineering . 


One  of  the  great  decapods  on  the  Erie  met  with  a curious  accident  the  other 
night.  She  went  out  to  push  a train  up  the  hill  from  Fort  Jervis.  One  of  her 
forward  sand-boxes  was  filled  and  the  ether  neglected.  This  caused  her  to 
catch  <on  sand  on  one  side  only,  and  broke  the  side-rod  between  the  two  front 
pairs  of  wheels;  one  side  letting  go  broke  the  other,  and  the  first  revolution 
the  stub  end  of  one  rod  flopped  over  against  the  saddle  and  chest  and  blocked 
that  pair  of  wheels.  The  engineer  could  see  or  hear  nothing  wrong,  after  the 
first  noise,  and  went  on  pushing  the  train  some  ten  or  fifteen  miles.  When  he 
let  go  the  train  and  started  to  back  up  she  made  racket  enough  to  call  for  an 
emergency  stop — she  had  flat  spots  14  inches  long  on  her  forward  tires. — Loco- 
motive Engineering . 


The  old  project  of  a ship  canal  from  Georgian  bay  to  lake  Ontario  at  Toronto, 
which  would  shorten  the  water  route  between  Chicago  and  New  York  400  miles, 
has  again  been  revived,  and  some  strong  names  are  given  as  members  of  the 
syndicate  to  promote  it.  As  an  engineering  problem  the  work  would  not  pre- 
sent great  difficulty,  but  the  real  trouble  will  be  to  raise  the  #50,000,000  or 
#60,000,000  needed  for  making  the  canal  and  locks.  If  the  cut-off  should  ever 
be  bu^lt  it  would  doubtless  increase  the  competition  between  water  routes  and 
railways.— Bailway  Age . 


On  the  4th  of  May  an  engine  on  the  Queen  A Crescent  came  into  Chattanooga 
with  a bent  piston  rod.  The  rod  and  piston  were  taken  out  and  the  rod  heated 
over  a blacksmith  fire.  While  the  smith  was  straightening  the  rod  the  head 
exploded,  killing  the  blacksmith  and  his  helper  and  seriously  wounding  a man 
standing  near  by.  Solid  heads,  so-called,  those  without  followers  and  bull 
ring  but  cast  in  one  piece,  hollow,  with  the  core-holes  plugged  up,  have  ex- 
ploded several  times  of  late  years  when  heated  and  one  case  is  reported  where 
one  blew  up  while  under  a drill  press  being  tapped. — Locomotive  Engineering . 


The  Richmond  A Danville,  has  put  on  a new  fast  mail  train  which  leaves  New 
York  at  4 ▲.  m.  and  Washington  at  11:10  ▲.  m.,  so  as  to  arrive  at  Atlanta  at  6 
o’clock  next  morning,  where  direct  connection  is  made  with  five  or  six  diverg- 
ing roads,  distributing  eastern  papers  and  mail  throughout  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama morning  and  evening  of  the  second  day  from  New  York.  The  same  fast 
time  in  the  reverse  direction  will  be  made,  thus  bringing  the  north  and  the  south 
closer  together.— Runway  Age . 
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THE  COLUMBIAN  EXPOSITION. 


When  I hear  occasionally  an  individual  say  he  is  disappointed  in 
the  World's  Fair,  I wonder  if  there  is  anything  in  the  universe  that 
would  not  disappoint  him.  It  seems  to  me  tne  imagination  could 
not  picture  anything  more  satisfying  than  this  Exposition,  whether 
taken  as  a whole  or  m detail.  Nothing  equal  to  it  ever  was  seen, 
there  will  not  be  anything  like  it  again  within  the  next  century. 
No  nation  within  this  space  of  time  will  attempt  a World's  Fair,  as 
all  succeeding  ones  would  be  measured  by  this.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible for  any  country,  except  the  United  States,  to  give  such  an  ex- 
hibition, and,  of  course,  it  will  not  be  attempted  here  again  within 
the  lifetime  of  any  one  now  living.  For  that  reason  it  is  advisable 
for  every  one  who  is  able  to  do  so,  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportu- 
nity of  seeing  this  unparalleled  spectacle.  It  is  to  be  most  earnest- 
ly hoped  that  the  railroads  may  nnd  it  possible  to  make  such  rates 
as  will  enable  the  general  public  to  get  to  Chicago.  My  prediction 
is  that  before  the  end  of  the  season,  lodging  can  be  obtained  practi- 
cally for  what  the  lodger  feels  able  to  pay.  There  certainly  is  no 
lack  of  accommodation  at  present  and  prices  have  been  already  re- 
duced. It  always  costs  a good  deal  for  board  in  a city  but  I have 
found  no  advance  in  the  usual  restaurant  and  hotel  rates  of  Chicago. 
During  a stay  of  three  weeks  I have  not  felt  in  any  instance  that  I 
have  been  overcharged  or  swindled.  There  are  many  places  where 
excellent  lunches  are  put  up  for  a quarter.  At  the  restaurants  one 
pays  mostly  for  the  service,  and  if  he  is  willing  to  dispense  with 
u style  ” he  can  get  meals  at  reasonable  prices.  The  World’s  Fair  is 
not  beyond  the  reach  of  any  except  those  in  straightened  circum- 
stances or  those  with  large  families,  ^provided  they  do  not  have  to 
pay  too  much  to  get  to  Chicago.  Every  one  who  possibly  can  afford 
it  should  attend  the  Fair,  as  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a liberal  education, 
and  will  give  a breadth  of  information  that  can  be  obtained  in  no 
other  way.  One  comes  in  contact  with  the  nations  of  the  world  and 
is  able  to  make  intelligent  comparison. 

Even  with  reduced  railroad  fare  it  is  not  probable  that  the  attend- 
ance will  be  what  was  anticipated^  because  of  the  present  financial 
stringency  and  the  unsettled  conditions.  It  is  unfortunate,  both  for 
the  people  and  for  the  Fair.  A gentleman  of  national  reputation 
said  to  me,  “ I do  not  enjoy  the  Exposition  because  I see  the  evi- 
dences of  a big  steal  on  every  hand.’’  He  had  had  no  opportunity 
for  any  of  the  pickings.  The  sight-seer  need  not  worry  about  tiw 
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44  steal.” . He  will  get  the  full  value  of  every  fifty  cents  which  he 
pays  at  the  gates.  It  doubtless  would  be  too  much  to  expect  that 
so  great  an  undertaking  as  this  could  be  carried  on  without  some  of 
the  funds  being  misapplied;  the  salaries  seem  unnecessarily  large ; 
there  may  be  some  crookedness  in  the  matter  of  the  “ concessions;  ” 
but  the  fact  remains  that  the  public  has  offered  to  it  the  finest  ex- 
hibition the  world  has  ever  seen,  and  it  is  not  worth  while  to  lose 
any  sleep  over  the  methods  by  which  this  was  produced.  The  visi- 
tor at  the  Fair  will  find  very  little  for  criticism.  One  is  particularly 
impressed  with  the  arrangements  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  visi- 
tors. Every  safeguard  has  been  placed  over  the  transportation  by 
rail  and  by  water,  and  it  seems  improbable  that  any  accident  could 
happen  wnich  possibly  could  be  provided  against.  It  is  wonderful 
also  now  easily  the  people  are  managed  and  how  little  crowding 
there  is.  The  buildings  and  grounds  are  so  extensive  that  a hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  or  fifty  thousand  people  are  able  to  go  around 
with  small  inconvenience.  There  will  be  occasionally  some  crowd- 
ing about  a particularly  attractive  exhibit,  but  the  visitors  are  in  a 
continual  hurry  to  see  something  else  and  one  has  only  to  wait  a 
few  moments  for  his  turn.  Filtered  drinking  water  is  furnished  in 
abundance,  free  of  charge,  or  one  can  have  water  from  the  Wauke- 
sha Springs  for  one  cent  a glass.  Toilet  rooms  are  free,  but  if  one 
wants  the  use  of  soap,  towels,  etc.,  he  pays  five  cents  for  them. 
There  are  plenty  of  seats  everywhere,  ana  one  has  to  struggle  con- 
tinually between  the  temptation  to  occupy  them  and  the  other  tem- 
tation  constantly  to  move  on  and  on  in  pursuit  of  the  new  and  the 
interesting.  I have  met  with  nothing  but  courtesy  on  the  part  of 
the  guards  and  all  persons  who  were  applied  to  for  information,  and 
I do  not  see  how  even  the  most  carping  and  critical  can  find  fault 
with  the  general  arrangement  and  management  of  the  Exposition. 

The  visitor  finds  here  not  only  the  products  of  all  nations,  but 
the  greatest  and  best  that  these  nations  can  produce,  and  he  will  be 
filled  with  suiprise  to  see  the  high  character  of  these  exhibits. 
Countries  which  we  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  as  crude  and 
semi-civilized,  astonish  us  with  the  beauty  and  skill  of  their  display, 
while  those  countries  even  from  which  we  expected  much,  amaze 
us  by  the  magnificence  of  their  exhibit.  It  is  a good  thing  for  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  to  be  brought  face  to  face  with  these 
things,  for  he  is  prone  to  exalt  the  products  of  his  own  country 
above  those  of  all  others,  and  he  sees  m this  object  lesson  that  we 
have  yet  much  to  learn,  in  many  departments,  from  the  countries 
of  the  old  world.  It  is  a common  remark  from  people  who  have 
been  abroad  that  all  their  travels  did  not  give  them  such  an  idea  of 
the  capabilities  of  other  nations  as  they  receive  from  a visit  to  the 
WorlcPs  Fair.  There  are  different  ways  of  “ doing”  the  Exposition. 
The  specialist  will  select  the  one  subject  in  which  he  is  most  deeply 
interested  and  spend  his  time  in  seeing  what  each  country  has  to 
offer  in  this  line.  The  careful,  comprehensive  observer  will  learn 
the  location  of  every  building  and  the  nature  of  its  exhibits,  and  will 
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map  out  each  day’s  work  systematically,  obtaining  a broad  and  in- 
• telGgent  idea  of  the  entire  Exposition.  Another  will  skip  about  in 
a hit-or-miss  manner,  getting  a superficial  view  of  things,  spending 
much  of  his  time  in  visiting  with  acquaintances  or  sitting  idly 
about  and  telling  how  tired  he  is,  but  when  he  gets  back  home  hn 
neighbors  will  think  from  his  reports  that  he  “ saw  it  alL”  There  is 
such  a wealth  of  the  interesting  and  instructive  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  particularize.  The  Manufactures  Building,  whoee  walk 
enclose  forty-four  acres,  contains  the  finest  manufactured  products 
of  all  civilized  countries : the  Art  Hall  has  pictures  and  sculpture 
from  all  nations,  the  number  running  up  into  the  thousands;  the 
Transportation  Building  has  everything  used  for  carrying,  from  the 
ox-carts  of  South  America  to  the  most  elegantly  equipped  railway 
train  in  the  world, placed  on  exhibition  by  the  New  York  Central; 
Machinery  Hall,  with  every  species  of  machinery,  from  a cherry 
seeder  to  a Hoe  printing  press,  the  silk  looms  of  France,  the  great 
engines  that  furnish  power  for  the  machinery  of  the  entire  exhibit; 
Agricultural  Hall,  with  every  product  of  Mother  Earth  most  ef- 
fectively arranged ; Horticultural  Hall,  with  its  splendid  treasures 
of  flowers  and  fruit  from  every  country ; the  Electrical  Building; 
which  makes  the  stories  of  Aladdin  ana  the  genii  a present  reality ; 
the  Mining,  the  Forestry  and  the  Leather  Buildings,  with  their 
complete  exhibits.  Really,  one  must  not  attempt  detailed  descrip- 
tion, for  there  is  the  Government  display  from  Washington ; the 
Fisheries ; the  Dairy,  with  its  wonderful  cattle ; the  beautiful  build- 
ings of  the  foreign  countries,  France.  England,  Germany,  Brasil, 
Sweden,  the  East  Indies,  and  many  others ; and  all  the  state  build- 
ings. each  with  the  attractions  peculiar  to  its  state,  with  California 
in  the  lead.  Then  there  are  the  old  convent  of  La  Rabida,  so  in- 
separably connected  with  the  history  of  Columbus,  and  containing 
over  a thousand  relics,  centuries  ola ; the  caves  of  the  Cliff-Dwellera; 
the  Indian  school ; the  great  Krupp  guns ; the  quaint  Japanese 
houses,  and  the  Alaskan  and  Esquimaux  villages,  with  their  most 
uncomfortable  inhabitants.  One  does  not  know  where  to  stop,  but 
fortunately  the  daily  newspapers  have  made  all  of  these  points 
familiar  to  the  readers.  Never  before  was  there  such  a spectacle — 
but  a step  from  Lapland  to  South  Africa,  only  a moment’s  walk 
from  the  snows  of  Siberia  to  orange  groves  and  magnolias. 

Probably  that  feature  of  the  great  Fair  which  attracts  the  most  at- 
tention is  the  Midway  Plaisance.  a long  street  or  avenue^over  a mile 
in  length,  devoted  to  what  may  he  called  Vanity  Fair.  This  avenue 
is  thronged  from  the  time  the  gates  are  opened  m the  morning  until 
almost  midnight.  Many  people  of  culture  and  education  declare 
that  they  find  it  a never-ending  source  of  entertainment.  To  me  it 
represents  coarseness,  vulgarity,  fraud  and  immorality.  I took  it 
all  in,  with  the  proper  escort,  from  the  “Congress  of  Beautiful 
Women,”  the  worst  “rake”  on  the  grounds,  to  the  dirty  Bedouins, 
at  the  end,  attended  the  wretched  theatres,  drank  lemonade  in  tbs 
beer  gardens,  promenaded  the  streets  of  Cairo  along  with  the  camels, 
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donkeys  and  filthy  Arabs ; and  wondered  in  what  particular  spot  the 
cholera  would  break  out  first.  I can  understand  why  everybody 
should  want  to  make  the  rounds  once,  to  satisfy  curiosity.  Here, 
side  by  side,  are  Fiji  Islanders,  Egyptians.  Moors,  Chinese,  Japanese, 
Laplanders,  Turks,  Dahomeyites  and  otner  nationalities,  in  most 
picturesque  confusion.  There  are  a Babel  of  tongues,  the  din  of 
every  kind  of  music  known  to  these  nations,  coarse,  dirtv  men,  bold, 
half-dressed  women  and  the  most  promiscuous  crowd  of  people  that 
could  be  gathered  under  the  sun.  It  affords,  it  is  true,  a study  of 
foreign  life,  but  only  of  one  phase  of  it  and  that  of  a very  low  order. 
I cannot  understand  what  it  is  that  takes  people  of  refinement  down 
the  Midway,  day  after  day.  Is  it  the  Bohemian  instinct  that  is 
usually  suppressed  by  the  conventional  requirements  of  life  but 
crops  out  when  it  dares  do  so?  Daily  contact  with  these  scenes  can- 
not fail  to  be  demoralizing.  The  dancing  in  the  theatres  is  ex- 
tremely disgusting,  and  those  who  understand  matters  know  that 
the  customs  of  those  countries  would  permit  only  one  class  of  wom- 
en to  come  over  here  in  this  capacity.  There  are  some  respectable 
features  connected  with  the  Midway,  the  glass  works,  the  Ferris 
wheel,  the  menagerie  of  trained  animals,  but  I cannot  regard  the 
general  tendency  as  other  than  degrading.  The  foreigners  them- 
selves are  not  likely  to  be  greatly  improved,  if  one  is  to  judge  by  the 
frequent  spectacle  of  the  Egyptians,  South  Sea  Islanders,  etc.,  carry- 
ing buckets  and  pitchers  of  beer  to  their  associates  at  all  nours  of  the 
day  and  night.  It  is  said  all  of  these  foreigners  develop  an  amazing 
taste  for  American  lager  beer,  and  they  will  take  this  and  a great 
many  American  dollars  away  with  them  as  souvenirs. 

One  returns  with  pleasure  to  the  Exposition  grounds,  with  their 
broad  avenues,  their  beautiful  buildings  and  crowds  of  orderly,  re- 
spectable people.  One  of  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  the 
Fair  is  the  excellent  behavior  of  the  crowds  of  people.  It  is  a sub- 
ject of  universal  comment.  In  three  weeks’  time  I have  not  seen 
one  person  under  the  influence  of  liquor  or  one  instance  of  disor- 
derly conduct,  and  yet.  during  this  time,  there  have  been  many 
hundred  thousand  people  on  the  grounds.  I believe  a young  girl, 
or  a party  of  girls,  could  spend  any  length  of  time  at  the  Fair 
without  being  annoyed  by  an  improper  look  or  word.  There  are  va- 
rious reasons  for  this : The  Fair  does  not  attract  that  class  of  men 
who  are  apt  to  insult  women ; any  attempt  of  this  kind  would  nec- 
essarily attract  the  notice  of  a large  number  of  people ; the  police 
supervision  of  the  grounds  is  admirable ; but  the  chief  reason,  doubt- 
less, is  that  everybody  goes  to  see  the  exhibits,  buildings,  etc.,  and 
there  is  so  much  on  eveiy  hand  that  is  so  intensely  interesting  as  to 
leave  no  leisure  or  inclination  for  other  pastime.  One  goes  away 
footsore  and  weary,  utterly  exhausted  in  mind  and  body,  but  with 
recollections  that  time  can  never  efface.  Never  was  there  such  a 
scene  as  is  presented  at  evening  on  the  World’s  Fair  grounds.  The 
New  Jerusalem  cannot  be  more  beautiful.  On  the  east,  Lake  Michi- 
gan stretching  away  in  the  distance,  the  outlines  of  many  vessels 
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standing  in  relief  against  the  evening  sky ; near  the  shore  the  great 
gunboat,  “ Illinois,”  the  graceful  Spanish  caravels,  the  sturdy  little 
“ Viking,”  naval  exhibits  of  three  countries  and  three  ages  ; the 
lagoon  wandering  through  grassy  parks,  spanned  by  graceful  bridges 
and  dotted  by  Venetian  gondolas;  the  Wooded  Island,  with  its  lux- 
urious foliage,  its  picturesque  cottages,  and  the  white  swans  coming 
down  to  the  water’s  edge ; the  magnificent  fountains  throwing  their 
silvery  spray  high  in  the  air;  innumerable  groups  of  statuary ; every 
conceivable  style  of  architecture  represented  in  the  great  white  build- 
ings, the  sparkle  of  countless  thousands  of  incandescent  lights;  the 
exquisite  music  of  the  Marine  Band,  the  only  sound  that  breaks  the 
stillness.  Nothing  like  it  can  be  imagined.  It  is  a picture  of  the  old 
world  and  the  new,  the  past  and  the  present,  the  beauty  of  nature 
and  of  art.  Fortunate,  indeed,,  are  they  who  can  count  as  the  choic- 
est of  memory’s  pictures  this  one  of  the  City  of  Enchantment. 


WOMEN  AND  THE  WORLD’S  FAIR. 


There  is  danger  that  this  may  be  a World’s  Fair  edition  of  the 
Woman’s  Department,  but  it  may  not  happen  again  for  four  hundred 
years.  The  first  structure  that  confronts  one  upon  entering  the 
grounds  is  the  Woman’s  Building,  and  in  this  every  woman  feels  an 
especial  interest.  Through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Palmer  it  was  the  first 
to  receive  an  appropriation  from  congress ; it  was  under  headway 
before  the  men  nad  quit  wrangling  about  money  matters  or  com- 
menced work;  it  was  the  first  building  finished,  and  almost  the  only 
one  that  was  ready  for  dedication  when  the  fair  opened;  it  is,  I un- 
derstand, the  only  one  that  kept  within  the  appropriation,  of  which 
it  still  has  $40,000.  (It  is  proposed  to  make  this  the  nucleus  of  a 
great  permanent  woman’s  building  in  Chicago  to  be  used  for  con- 
gresses, lectures,  concerts,  etc.)  Its  architect  was  a woman,  all  the 
wood-carving,  ceiling  decoration,  etc.,  were  done  by  women.  It  is 
filled  with  the  work  of  women  or  all  countries — painting,  sculpture, 
needlework,  etc.  The  wonderful  African  exhibit  of  Mrs.  M.  French 
Sheldon  is  here,  in  charge  of  that  lady,  who  has  explored  the  very 
heart  of  Africa,  the  most  remarkable  deed  ever  performed  by  a 
woman.  The  display  here  does  not  fully  represent  the  accomplish- 
ments of  women,  as  their  work  which  is  entered  for  award  is  placed 
in  all  departments  of  the  exposition  by  the  side  of  men’6  work,  with 
no  distinguishing  mark.  In  fact  it  is  said  that  there  is  scarcely  one 
department  in  which  woman’s  work  is  not  represented. 

Although  women  are  so  prominent  a factor  in  the  fair  they  have 
had  to  fight  for  every  inch  of  ground.  The  first  fight  was  made  by 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


LOCOMOTIVE  FIREMEN’S  MAGAZINE. 


803 


the  woman  suffragists  before  congress  for  a representation  of  women 
on  the  board  of  managers.  A bill  was  secured  granting  this,  but  the 
appointments  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  nations!  commission 
of  men.  They  were  made  in  a purely  complimentary  spirit,  without 
any  thought  of  the  women  taking  an  active  part.  While  some 
members  of  the  commission  have  encouraged  and  assisted  their 
efforts  others  have  placed  every  obstacle  in  their  way  and  contested 
every  step  they  have  taken.  One  prominent  politician  and  member 
of  the  national  commission  wrote : “lam  opposed  to  any  woman 
having  any  position  of  either  honor  or  profit  connected  with  the 
fair.”  A few  years  from  now,  when  he  is  soliciting  the  votes  of 
women,  this  letter  will  make  interesting  reading.  A determined 
effort  had  been  made  in  every  state  to  secure  the  appointment  of 
women  upon  state  boards,  and  in  many  instances  it  was  unsuccessful. 
In  a number  of  states  the  women  were  refused  any  money  with 
which  to  secure  an  exhibit,  or  had  to  take  such  small  portion  as  men 
were  willing  to  dole  out  to  them.  When  it  came  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  juries  of  award,  positions  with  salaries  attached,  there  was 
a determined  attempt  made  to  prevent  women  from  receiving  any 
of  them,  and  it  was  only  through  a persistent  fight  on  the  part  of 
Mrs.  Palmer  and  her  co-workers  that  women  were  allowed  a share 
of  these,  and  then  it  was  granted  at  so  late  an  hour  as  to  make  it 
almost  impossible  to  secure  the  judges  desired.  This  matter,  like 
every  other  in  this  country,  resolved  itself  into  a question  of  poli- 
tics, and  in  such  a case  women  are  always  at  an  immense  disadvant- 
age. It  is  not  till  women  attempt  to  do  some  public  work  or  to 
transact  business  for  themselves  tnat  they  fully  realize  the  situation. 
The  World’s  Pair  has  offered  women  a magnificent  opportunity  to 
show  their  capability  and  has  given  such  an  impulse  toward  the 
cause  of  equal  rights  as  to  make  its  success  a certainty  at  not  a very 
distant  day. 

One  of  the  interesting  sights  at  the  fair  is  the  children’s  building, 
a place  where  the  children  may  be  cared  for  while  the  parents  see 
the  exposition.  It  is  an  exhibit  of  a model  day-nursery,  and,  through 
glass  partitions,  the  visitors  may  look  at  the  dainty  white  beds,  the 
white  capped  and  aproned  nurses  and  the  babies  receiving  even  bet- 
ter care  than  parents  could  give.  In  another  department  is  the  play 
room  for  older  children,  where  everything  possible  is  provided  for 
their  amusement.  By  the  payment  of  twenty-five  cents  the  child 
will  be  cared  for  all  day.  A man  stood  by  the  side  of  me  as  I watch- 
ed the  little  ones.  He  held  a child  of,  perhaps,  two  years  old  in  his 
arms.  He  had  been  dragging  it  around  the  fair  grounds  all  day  and 
it  was  hot,  tired,  dirty  and  cross,  the  picture  of  discomfort.  Looking 
at  those  within,  clean,  cool  and  comfortable,  he  said,  giving  the 
child  a squeeze,  “ Papa  never  would  leave  his  baby  in  there  among 
strangers.”  I contrasted  the  condition  of  the  children  and  said  to 
myself,  “There  are  several  kinds  of  parental  love.” 
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THE  ANGEL  OF  DEATH. 


Many  of  our  readers  have  a personal  acquaintance  with  Mrs. 
Eugenie  Debs  Selby  and  she  has  endeared  herself  to  them  by  her 
sterling  qualities  oi  heart  and  mind.  Others  know  her  through  the 
excellent  contributions  she  has  sent  at  rare  intervals  to  this  aepart- 
ment.  For  many  months  her  pen  has  been  silent,  for  a dark  shadow 
has  rested  upon  her  home,  ana  she  has  realized  that  the  life  of  the 
husband  she  loved  so  well  was  almost  at  its  close.  The  marriage 
was  an  exceptionally  happy  one,  it  was  consecrated  by  one  bright 
and  beautiful  boy,  and  the  future  seemed  full  of  promise.  Then  the 
sorrow  came.  Overwork  on  the  part  of  the  husband  brought  on 
mental  and  physical  prostration  from  which  he  never  recovered. 
The  courageous  wife  took  up  the  work  the  husband  laid  down  and 
has  made  a brave  fight  against  grief  and  anxiety  and  weariness  of 
body  and  mind.  The  ena  came  in  June,  and  the  tired  soul  found 
eternal  rest.  We,  who  have  known  Mrs.  Selby  for  many  years, 
understand  with  what  fortitude  and  heroism  she  will  bear  this  sor- 
row. Her  cherished  parents,  her  beloved  child,  her  work  in  the 
brotherhood  office,  will  continue  to  receive  the  most  conscientious 
devotion;  her  grief  will  never  make  her  selfish  or  forgetful  of  others, 
but  it  will  shroud  her  heart  with  that  desolation  of  widowhood 
which  only  those  who  have  felt  it  can  appreciate.  Fortunate,  in- 
deed, it  is  that  “Love  and  Hope  remain  forever.”  I am  sure  that  I 
speak  for  all  the  writers  and  the  readers  of  the  Woman’s  Depart- 
ment, with  which  our  friend  has  been  always  intimately  associated, 
when  I ask  her  to  accept  all  that  we  can  offer  of  sympathy  and  affec- 
tion. 


For  several  years  the  Woman’s  Department  has  published  contri- 
butions signed  “Wilda  Chesterfield.  They  were  from  the  pen  ot 
Miss  Ida  Orrell,  of  Murphysboro,  Ills.,  and  were  among  the  very  best 
articles  ever  received  for  this  department.  They  were  original, 
bright,  independent  and  interesting,  treating  in  an  honest  ana  sen- 
sible manner  the  various  topics  of  the  day,  and  were  always  pub- 
lished without  a word  of  correction  or  change.  From  the  same  place 
came  other  contributions,  equally  meritorious,  signed  “Pebble,  but 
in  the  same  handwriting.  I was  puzzled  to  understand  it  until  I 
learned,  through  a private  letter,  that  “Pebble”  was  Mrs.  M.  Orrell, 
the  mother,  and  that  Ida  copied  her  articles  for  her  because  she 
wrote  a plainer  hand.  I felt  an  especial  interest  in  these  two  writers 
and  it  is  with  the  deepest  sorrow  that  I learn,  through  a letter  re- 
ceived from  the  mother,  that  her  beloved  daughter  died  June  26,  of 
typhoid  fever,  aged  twenty-one  years  and  six  months.  Ida  had 
entered  into  a lovely  young  womanhood.  She  had  dedicated  her 
life  to  the  uplifting  of  humanity:  she  was  secretary  of  the  Equal 
Suffrage  Association,  superintendent  of  the  Flower  Mission  of  the 
W.  C.  T.  U.  and,  witn  eloquent  pen,  championed  the  cause  of  every 
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right.  Every  reader  of  the  Woman’s  Department  will  feel  a sense  of 
personal  loss  in  the  death  of  this  gifted  young  woman  and  the  end- 
ing of  a career  so  full  of  beautiful  promise.  Our  most  sincere  sym- 
pathy is  extended  to  the  widowed  mother.  Fifteen  months  ago  she 
was  called  upon  to  bid  a last  farewell  to  another  beloved  daughter, 
twenty-six  years  of  age;  and  a few  years  ago,  within  the  space  of  five 
weeks,  she  lost  through  death  a daughter  of  fifteen  and  a son  of  eight 
years.  One  only  son  is  now  left  to  support  and  comfort  her  in  her 
sorrow.  In  such  affliction  very  little  consolation  can  be  put  into 
mere  words,  but  we  wish  Mrs.  Orrell  to  know  that  our  hearts  are 
full  of  tenderness  for  her  in  her  terrible  grief,  and  that  we  offer  her 
all  there  is  in  loving  remembrance. 


• NOTES. 


The  poem  from  Chicago  signed  “Anonymous,”  cannot  be  used 

without  the  name  of  the  writer.  It  awaits  his  permission. 

Several  inquiries  have  been  received  this  month  in  regard  to  the  for- 
mation of  Woman’s  Auxiliaries,  but  as  I am  away  from  all  my 
books,  papers  and  other  references,  I cannot  answer  them  at  present. 
A list  of  the  Auxiliaries  and  National  officers  may  be  found  in  the 
August  number  of  the  Magazine. A communication  is  re- 

ceived in  regard  to  a “ plagiarized  ” article  which  recently  appeared 
in  this  department,  but  it  cannot  receive  attention  until  I can  get  a 
copy  of  the  Magazine  which  contained  it. A number  of  reada- 

ble and  properly  signed  articles  have  been  crowded  out  of  recent  is- 
sues of  the  Magazine,  but  I trust  they  may  yet  appear.  The  Wo- 
man’s Department  was  liberally  remembered  this  month. 


The  women  of  Idaho  are  amazed  to  learn  that  the  last  legislature 
took  away  from  them  the  right  of  school  suffrage.  It  was  done  so 
quietly  and  surreptitiously  that  they  knew  nothing  about  it  until  it 
was  too  late.  If  there  had  been  just  one  woman  in  that  body,  this 
could  not  have  happened.  She  would  have  sounded  the  alarm.  Now 
the  women  will  have  to  go  to  work  with  prayers  and  petitions  and 
endeavor  to  get  another  bill  passed.  This  is  what  it  means  to  belong 
to  a body  of  unrepresented  citizens. 


In  Kansas,  women  are  permitted  to  serve  on  the  boards  of  trustees 
of  insane  hospitals,  and  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Lease  has  been  made  President 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charities.  It  seems  to  be  a pretty  good  thing 
for  the  poor  and  afflicted  that  women  receive  equal  recognition  in 
Kansas. 
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NOTES  BY  THE  WAY. 


When  the  recent  case  of  “hazing”  in  the  Wesleyan  University  at 
Delaware,  0.;  occurred,  sensational  reports  were  published  as  to  the 
active  participation  of  girls  in  the  cruel  sport.  Various  papers  took 
occasion  to  use  this  as  an  argument  against  co-education.  An  official 
statement  has  been  issued  by  the  faculty  and  leading  citizens  declar- 
ing that  neither  on  this  occasion  nor  any  other  has  there  been  any 
“hazing”  done  by  the  girls  of  the  college.  The  obstructionists  will 
have  to  hunt  up  some  other  argument. 


The  legislature  of  Colorado  has  passed  an  act  which  sends  to  the 
county  jail  for  sixty  days  any  man  who  fails  to  support  his  wife  and 
children.  Wonderful  legislation!  If  a man  refuse  to  support  his 
family,  send  himtoiail  for  a couple  of  months,  where  he  cannot 
work,  and  let  him  be  fed  and  lodgea  in  idleness  while  the  tax  payers 
foot  the  bills.  Meanwhile,  what  becomes  of  the  family?  Why  not 
put  him  at  hard  labor,  deduct  enough  of  his  earnings  to  pay  his  ex- 
penses and  apply  the  rest  to  the  support  of  his  wife  and  children? 


THE  BENEFITS  OF  UNITED  EFFORT. 


Good  morning!  ’Tis  a stranger  that  greets  you  and  asks  admittance  to  your 
ranks.  You  ask  for  the  countersign?  I can  not  give  it.  I am  not  a fireman's 
wife.  But  I know  her.  I have  lived  near  her — so  near  that  our  joys  and  our 
sorrows  seemed  to  intermingle.  So  near  that  the  great  headlight  that  each 
day  came  swinging  into  sight  from  around  the  mountain  shed  its  light  into 
my  life  as  well  as  hers. 

If  the  train  is  on  time,  the  fireman's  wife  watches  its  incoming,  smiling  at 
the  wave  of  a hand  or  handkerchief  from  the  left-hand  side  of  the  cab.  But  if 
I do  not,  what  does  it  matter?  If  the  train  is  late — so  late,  in  fact,  that  the 
stars  have  been  dimmed  by  the  red  light  in  the  east,  who,  then,  watches  for  its 
incoming?  The  fireman's  wife  alone?  No,  the  railroad  man's  wife,  wherever 
she  may  be.  Then  what  does  it  matter  whether  I listen  for  the  shriek  of  the 
whistle  or  watch  for  the  brakeman's  signal  lantern?  Or  whether  my  prayer 
has  been  for  the  one  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  cab  or  the  one  on  the  left? 
Or  whether  for  the  one  who  apparently  has  nothing  to  do  but  punch  tickets  and 
teU  jokes,  yet  with  his  mind  aU  the  while  with  the  great  serpent-like  train 
creeping  so  gracefully  up  the  grade  with  its  load  of  human  freight?  Or,  If  my 
thoughts  are  with  the  switchman,  still  at  his  post,  or  the  dispatcher,  yet  in  his 
chair,  his  temples  throbbing  and  his  chart  spread  out  before  him?  For  some- 
where a woman  anxiously  awaits  their  coming. 

Or,  if  I be  the  mother  of  the  overworked  boy  operator,  who,  perchance, 
through  some  fault  not  aU  his  own,  has  sent  a dozen  souls  into  eternity?  Am 
I still  not  entitled  to  your  sympathy  and  a place  in  your  midst?  It  is  too  dark 
to  see  the  wave  of  a well-known  hand,  but  out  of  the  darkness  that  comes  just 
before  dawn  we  are  watching  for  the  same  train.  Our  thoughts  and  our  prayers 
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are  the  same,  and  when  a low,  rambling  like  that  of  distant  thunder  tells  of  its 
approach,  whose  heart  is  made  lighter  T>y  the  sound?  That  of  the  railroad 
man’s  wife.  It  matters  not  in  what  capacity  her  husband  may  be  employed. 
I have  on  my  table  a dozen  copies  of  the  Firemen’s  Magazine,  also  a few 
copies  of  the  Conductors’  and  Engineers’  journals,  and  I read  other  railway 
literature.  I try  to  find  some  good  reason  for  preferring  one  above  another, 
but  I find  none.  When  I read  in  the  Woman’s  Department  of  the  Firemen’s 
Magazine  some  articles  which  to  my  weak  judgment  have  appeared  to  be  bet- 
ter written  than  others,  I think  possibly  they  are  from  a better  brain  but  not 
from  a better  heart.  The  motive  that  prompted  them  was  the  same.  So  it  is 
when  I read  the  different  journals.  If  we  read  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  are 
written,  they  all  tell  of  splendid  efforts  devoted  to  a good  cause,  in  that  of  run- 
ning trains  and  properly  organizing  and  conducting  lodges. 

Then  a word  to  the  railroad  men : To  run  a train  requires  your  united  ef- 
forts. If  you  were  requested  to  go  out  with  a partial  crew  or  a man  short  you 
would  refuse.  If  another  man  be  supplied  and  the  former  suspended,  you 
would  insist  upon  your  right  to  Investigate  the  matter  and  if  possible  restoie 
to  him  his  position.  If  you  succeed,  good  and  well.  Tou  release  yourself 
from  further  obligation.  Then  you  go  to  your  lodge  room  and  bar  your  door 
against  him.  Is  this  not  inconsistent?  It  takes  you  all  to  run  one  train,  then 
of  necessity  it  takes  you  all  to  run  one  lodge.  Virtually  there  is  but  one  lodge. 
It  is  only  an  egotistical  way  of  thinking.  Tou  erroneously  believe  you  have 
separate  interests.  You  are  all  striving  for  the  same  end,  and  the  only  way  to 
attain  this  is  by  co-operation.  “ United  we  stand  and  divided  we  fall,”  is  a 
maxim  as  true  as  it  is  old.  Your  interests  are  federated,  from  your  wife, 
mother  and  sweetheart,  to  the  highest  official  on  the  road.  Then,  why  not 
federate  your  lodges?  I like  the  Firemen’s  Magazine  because  it  so  wisely 
urges  federation. 

Not  until  you  recognize  but  one  brotherhood,  will  capital  recognize  your 
power.  Already,  through  the  legislatures,  they  are  preparing  a defence  against 
the  day  they  fear  will  come — the  day  when  you  will  arise  in  your  might  and  de- 
clare yourselves  master.  The  lash  is  already  in  your  hand,  but  as  yet  you  are 
too  weak  to  use  it.  When  a man  goes  to  New  York  City,  and  then  to  Wall 
street,  the  magnet  that  draws  American  speculators  of  great  magnitude,  he  is 
not  asked  in  what  capacity  he  has  served  in  the  commercial  field,  but  is  at  once 
tagged  with  gold  and  assigned  to  duty.  He  may  deal  in  cotton,  pork  or  corn — 
it  matters  not — his  ambition  is  money,  and  not  a straw  is  laid  in  his  way.  They 
organize  themselves  into  gigantic  trusts  for  the  sake  of  mutual  protection. 
From  what  or  whom  do  they  seek  protection?  Certainly  not  from  each  other. 
The  plain  simple  object  of  such  a trust  is  to  compel  you  to  pay  their  price  for 
what  your  labor  produces,  and  to  drive  out  any  concern  which  you  might  have 
the  presumption  to  establish  with  your  limited  amount  of  means.  They  pull 
together  as  consistently  and  harmoniously  as  beavers;  they  never  strike  when 
you  oppose  them.  They  hold  the  reins  of  our  government  securely.  That  they 
may  strike  the  blow  at  the  root  of  the  tree,  they  make  the  laws  that  hold  us 
slaves,  and  laugh  at  our  wriggling  to  free  ourselves  from  its  meshes,  This  is  the 
test  by  which  they  tell  how  effectually  they  have  done  their  work.  As  to  strikes, 
I have  seen  and  read  of  them  until  my  faith  is  shaken.  I think  they  should  be 
but  temporarily  upheld  by  the  brotherhood,  on  the  principle  that  a poor  prop 
is  better  than  no  prop  at  all,  but  all  the  while  be  hewing  out  timber  for  a better 
one.  Strikes  deplete  the  treasuries  of  the  lodges,  where  the  money  must  come 
from  those  that  can  ill  afford  to  lose  it,  and  without  permanent  results.  They 
only  tide  over  affairs  for  the  time  being.  The  best  results  to  the  laboring  man 
must  be  brought  about  at  the  polls.  The  cost  to  the  strikers  has  presumably 
been  replaced  by  increase  of  wages,  but  not  a single  life  has  been  replaced. 
The  father  can  not  be  restored  to  the  fatherless,  nor  the  husband  to  the  widow. 
When  men  fight  and  die  for  their  right  to  earn  a living,  something  is  wrong, 
and  a better  way  must  be  found. 

’Tis  not  the  blood  of  a money  king  that  has  been  shed,  but  that  of  some  un- 
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fortunate  wretch  who,  having  become  disheartened  with  some  former  strike, 
has  crept  back  like  a whipped  dog  to  do  his  master’s  bidding  in  return  for  his 
daily  bread,  and  when  another  strike  is  inaugurated  the  emaciated  face  of  a 
wife  and  children  appeal  to  him,  and  the  white  slave  cringes  at  the  feet  of  his 
master.  He  is  called  a coward  and  struck  down,  while  only  God  knows  how 
brave  an  act  he  has  committed. 

And,  thanks  be  to  God,  that  he  is  oblivious  to  the  fact  that  here  in  beautiful 
America,  the  land  of  the  free,  he  is  at  last  laid  to  rest  in  a spot  made  so  con- 
spicuous that  it  does  not  need  an  inscription  to  tell  the  world  that  he  was  a 
pauper  and  burled  by  charity.  Only  a pauper!  There  is  no  room  for  him  be- 
side the  more  fortunate  dead.  Flowers  and  tears  are  not  for  him,  so  let  us 
pass  on  to  some  more  favored  spot. 

In  the  name  of  the  dear  Lord,  who  spreads  His  sunshine  over  the  rich  and 
poor  alike,  I ask,  when  and  how  will  this  great  wrong  be  righted?  Reason 
teaches  that  it  will  be  when  men  stand  by  their  manhood — when  money  has  no 
value  in  politics;  when  laboring  men  unite  in  helping  to  make  the  laws  that 
govern  them;  when  they  read  and  think  for  themselves,  and  vote  for  the  man 
of  their  choice  without  the  aid  of  the  political  canvasser  and  schemer  who  per- 
suades and  hires  men  to  be  driven  to  the  polls  like  cattle  to  the  slaughter. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  this  awful  wrong  be  righted.  And  may  the  time 
be  near  at  hand  when  the  Firemen’s  Magazine,  by  its  untiring  efforts,  will 
succeed  in  bringing  about  complete  federation  of  labor. 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Burns. 


A MOTHER’S  LOVE. 


I wonder  how  many  know  how  and  when  to  appreciate  a mother’s  love.  Can 
a mother’s  love  be  supplied?  No,  a thousand  times,  no!  By  the  deep,  earnest 
yearning  of  my  spirit  for  a mother’s  love,  by  the  weary,  aching  void  in  my 
heart,  by  the  restless,  unsatisfied  wanderings  of  my  affections,  ever  seeking  an 
object  on  which  to  rest,  I answer  no.  Often  do  I sigh  in  my  struggles  with 
the  hard,  uncaring  world  for  the  sweet,  deep  security  I felt  when,  of  an  even- 
ing, nestling  in  her  bosom,  listening  to  some  quiet  tale  suitable  to  my  age,  and 
never  can  I forget  her  glance  upon  me  when  I appeared  asleep — never,  her  kiss 
of  peace  at  night.  How  great  is  the  love  of  a mother!  She  will  sacrifice  every 
comfort  to  the  convenience  of  her  child,  surrender  every  pleasure  to  his  enjoy- 
ment. She  will  glory  in  his  fame,  and  if  misfortune  overtakes  him,  and  if  dis- 
grace settle  on  his  name,  she  will  love  and  cherish  him  the  more.  Alas!  how 
little  do  we  appreciate  a mother’s  tenderness  while  living,  but  when  she  is  dead 
and  gone,  when  cares  and  coldness  come  withering  to  our  hearts,  when  we  ex- 
perience how  hard  it  is  to  find  true  sympathy,  how  few  to  befriend  us  in  our 
misfortunes,  then  it  is  that  we  think  of  the  mother  we  have  lost,  lost  forever. 
Mother  is  the  angel  spirit  of  home.  What  is  home  without  a mother?  Those 
who  are  blessed  with  a good,  pure,  warm-hearted  mother,  find  it  difficult  to 
answer  this  question ; but,  go  to  a poor  orphan.  She  can  answer  from  experi- 
ence. You  cannot  realize  the  cares  and  affections  of  a mother  until  it  is  too 
late.  She  is  gone  from  this  world  to  wait  for  you  in  a better  one,  where  there 
will  be  no  parting.  You  may  have  relations  and  friends  to  love  you,  but  none 
can  fill  the  place  of  a dear  mother.  A mother’s  love  and  cares  come  natural 
and  free;  there  Is  no  deception  in  them — they  come  from  the  very  depths  of 
the  heart.  I say  to  all  who  have  parents : “ Learn  to  appreciate  them  while 
they  are  living,  for  you  will  miss  them  when  they  are  dead  and  gone.  Remem- 
ber that  your  best  friend  is  your  mother. 

Du  Bois,  Pa.  Mamie  Wise. 
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CHILDREN. 


How  many  of  the  contributors  to  the  Magazine  have  children,  and  those 
who  have,  I wonder  if  they  stop  and  think,  as  often  as  they  should,  what  a very 
great  responsibility  it  is  to  be  a mother.  How  we  should  watch  and  guard 
every  word  and  action,  for  nothing  escapes  the  little  ears  and  how  quick  they 
are  to  imitate  every  thing  that  mamma  does.  The  mother,  to  them,  is  the  God 
of  creation,  and  how  hard  we  should  strive  to  be  worthy  our  children’s  trust 
and  confidence,  for  if  there  is  anything  pure  on  earth  it  is  little  children.  God 
said  “ suffer  them  to  come  unto  me  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven.”  We  do  not,  any  of  us,  realize  how  sensitive  their  little 
hearts  are,  nor  how  a harsh  word  spoken  in  anger  or  a blow  given  out  of  sea- 
son are  not  easily  forgotten,  but  are  treasured  up  and  help  to  harden  the  heart 
of  the  little  one,  where  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  kind  words,  and  no  blows  at  all, 
would  be  more  effective.  I am  not  much  of  a believer  in  corporal  punishment. 
Of  course,  a child  has  to  be  punished  in  some  way,  and  sometimes  nothing  will 
do  but  a little  switching,  but  the  parent  should  use  judgment  in  that  as  in 
every  thing  else.  I have  a neighbor  who  is  forever  “ yelling  ” at  her  children. 
She  makes  more  noise  than  all  the  rest  of  the  neighbors,  and  her  children  are 
the  worst  specimens  of  childhood  I ever  saw.  Her  trouble  is  that  she  will  tell 
them  to  do  a thing  but  will  pay  no  more  attention  just  then.  They  do  not 
mind  her  at  all.  She  thinks  of  it  latei  on  and  her  temper  gets  red  hot.  Then 
she  whips  them  till  she  is  worn  out  and  it  does  not  do  the  children  any  good. 
I have  two  children  and  since  I have  lived  in  this  neighborhood  I have  learned 
a great  lesson.  I can  manage  my  children  without  using  the  whip.  Oh,  how 
badly  we  would  feel  if  one  of  our  little  ones  should  be  taken  away  from  us. 
Then  we  would  regret  every  blow  and  unkind  word  we  had  ever  given  them. 
My  children  are  small  yet,  one  five  years  and  one  three,  but  I shall  endeavor 
to  so  act  toward  them  that  when  they  grow  up  they  will  never  have  any  but 
pleasant  memories  of  their  mother. 

Another  sad  mistake  that  mothers  make  so  often  is  not  to  confide  in  their 
daughters  and  tell  them  what  they  ought  to  know  as  they  grow  older.  Make 
companions  of  your  girls.  Teach  them  the  right  way  and  make  your  daughter 
know  that  her  mother  is  her  best  earthly  friend,  and  in  return  she  will  confide 
all  her  little  joys  and  sorrows  to  the  willing  and  sympathetic  ear  of  her  mother. 
In  too  many  cases  the  mother  holds  herself  aloof  from  her  daughter.  I know 
from  experience.  I had  as  good  a mother  as  ever  lived  but  she  made  that  one 
great  mistake.  She  never  seemed  to  realize  that  I was  a child  no  longer,  and 
I never  dared  to  go  to  my  mother  and  ask.questions,  I would  have  liked  to  ask. 
If  a mother  will  talk  to  her  girls,  they  will  not  seek  for  information  elsewhere, 
and  it  is  dangerous  for  a girl  to  get  information  from  first  one  and  then  an- 
other. 

Auburn  Park,  Ills.  Mrs . Will  Risk . 


WOMAN’S  RIGHTS. 


A right  to  tread  so  softly 
Beside  the  coach  of  pain, 

To  smooth  with  gentle  fingers 
The  tangled  locks  again ; 

To  watch  beside  the  dying 
In  wee  small  hoars  of  night. 

And  breathe  a consecrating  prayer 
When  the  spirit  takes  itsllight. 

A right  to  be  a woman 
In  truest  woman's  work. 

If  life  should  be  a hard  one, 

No  duties  e'er  to  shirk. 


A right  to  show  to  others 
How  strong  a woman  grows. 
When  skies  are  dark  ana  lowering 
And  life  bears  not  a rose. 


A right  to  love  one  truly, 

And  be  loved  back  again ; 

A right  to  share  his  fortune 
Through  sunlight  and  through  rain, 
A right  to  be  protected 
From  life's  most  cruel  light, 

By  manly  love  and  courage. 

Sure  these  are  woman's  rights. 


Lock  land,  kt. 


Mary  L.  Mohr. 
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RAILROAD  MEN. 


I have  been  reading  the  July  number  of  the  Magazine,  and  some  of  the  let- 
ters are  perfect  gems,  Mazie  Burns,  especially,  and  now  may  I say  a word  or 
two  for  the  boys. 

I know  the  railroad  boys  are  considered  by  some  a rough  set.  But  they,  like 
a great  many  people  who  have  to  take  this  old  world  rough  and  tumble,  rarely, 
if  ever,  get  their  just  deserts.  I was  deeply  impressed  with  an  occurrence 
which  came  under  my  observation  not  long  ago  that  clearly  proved  that  the 
innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty  have  to  suffer.  There  were  two  work  trains 
stationed  at  this  place;  spent  every  night  and  Sundays  here.  The  railroad 
boys  knew  some  of  our  town  boys  and  very  soon  they  were  invited  to  all  our 
parties,  societies,  picnics,  etc.,  and  introduced  all  round,  and  we  found  them 
perfect  gentlemen  and  they  added  a great  deal  to  the  pleasure  of  our  little 
gatherings.  They  soon  became  very  popular  and  were  liked  by  every  one. 
There  were  two  who  held  aloof  and  never  attended  any  of  the  amusements  of 
any  kind.  Still,  everything  went  along  smoothly  and  the  railroad  boys  were 
voted  the  finest.  But  one  night  when  they  returned  to  their  cars  they  found 
the  two  men,  before  mentioned,  quarreling  with  some  negroes,  who  were 
drinking.  The  boys  did  every  thing  they  could  to  keep  the  row  down  but  in 
spite  of  them,  the  town  authorities  heard  of  it  and  came  and  arrested  them  all, 
and  of  course  the  innocent  suffered  with  the  guilty,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  the 
boys  were  not  received  as  cordially  after  that  in  the  homes  where  they  had 
been  made  feel  so  welcome.  Of  course,  the  impression  with  the  majority  was 
that  the  boys  were  all  drunk  and  it  was  a general  fight  and  all  were  in  it.  One 
of  the  boys  said  later,  “ It  is  no  wonder  to  me  that  we  railroad  boys  have  such 
bad  names  off  the  road.  We  get  credit  for  all  the  meanness  that  is  done, 
whether  we  are  the  guilty  parties  or  not.  That  we  are  railroad  boys  is  suffi- 
cient proof. 

“ We  do  not  deny  that  there  are  bad  men  on  the  road.  None  of  us  have  the 
reputation  of  being  angels,  still  there  are  as  good  men  on  the  road  as  there  are 
to  be  found  in  the  world  and  it  is  unjust  that  we  get  credit  for  the  bad  only. 
There  are  bad  men  to  be  found  in  every  class  of  life  and  the  railroad  has  its 
share  of  them.’* 

Mrs.  Harper,  why  can’t  you  give  us  young  people  a correspondence  page  in 
your  department,  and  let  us  diseuss  different  subjects  each  month?  I this!  we 
would  all  enjoy  it,  besides  derive  a great  deal  of  benefit  therefrom. 

Big  Spring,  N.  G.  Sadie  F.  MarchalL 

[The  pages  of  the  Woman’s  Department  are  open  to  a discussion  of  all  suit- 
able topics. — Ed.] 


ON  THE  SEA  OF  LIFE. 


Drifting,  drifting,  slowly  drifting 
0*er  fife's  dark  and  troubled  sea, 
While  the  restless  waves  of  sorrow 
Surge  around  unceasingly : 

On,  still  on,  while  surging  billows 
Crush  me  with  their  mighty  force, 

On,  still  on,  while  grief  overwhelms  me. 
Leaving  soars  to  mark  its  course. 

Drifting,  drifting,  ever  drifting. 

Out  among  life’s  breakers,  deep, 
While  the  heart  is  filled  with  anguish, 
And  my  eyes  sad  tears  do  weep ; 

West  Oakland,  Cal. 


For  life’s  clouds  that  darkly  lower 
O’er  my  way  bring  naught  but  gloom, 
And  I grope  amidst  the  darkness. 
Where  bright  sunlight  ne’er  illumes. 


Drifting,  drifting,  onward  drifting, 

’Neath  a dark  and  leaden  skyTl 
Where  life’s  hopes  lie  crushed  and  blighted. 
Where  dense  shadows  gather  nigh ; 

And  the  heart  will  know  no  gladness, 

In  the  passing  years,  so  dear— 

Dim  and  dark  fife’s  vista  opens. 

Wherein  no  sunlight  doth  appear. 

Mr$.  AeOie  Bloom. 
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MR.  W.  S.  MELLEN. 

The  general  manager  of  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific and  Wisconsin  Central  railways  died 
suddenly  at  a recent  date,  at  Victoria,  B.  C., 
of  paralysis  of  the  heart.  In  all  lodges  of 
railroad  employes  where  Mr.  Mellen  was 
known,  there  will  be  sorrow  as  the  sad  news 
is  recited,  for  no'Ue  knew  him  but  to  love 
and  respect  him.  Mr.  Mellen  rose  to  the 
position  of  general  manager  from  the  ground 
floor;  and  he  grew  as  he  advanced,  but 
never  outgrew  that  kindliness  of  heart  which 
distinguished  him  when  he  was  numbered 
with  the  toilers.  Indeed,  as  promotion  came 
to  him  as  a reward  of  merit,  the  generosity 
of  his  nature  expanded,  and  he  evinced  on 
all  occasions  his  sympathy  for  meritorious 
employes  when  in  misfortune.  8truck  down 
in  the  prime  of  mature  manhood,  he  had 
shown  himself  equal  to  the  best  of  the  mas- 
terly men  who  had  preceded  him  as  general 
manager  on  the  Northern  Pacific  system, 
and  his  death  creates  a void  not  easily  filled. 
His  sufferings  were  brief.  He  was  spared 
wasting  sickness,  and  though  he  went  sud- 
denly he  responded  to  the  summons  like  one 
who  hears  the  plaudit,  “Well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant,”  and  passes  on  to  a 
still  higher  position. 

The  Magazine  learns  from  the  Phillips- 
bnrg  Post  of  August  7,  that  Lehigh  Lodge, 
B.  of  L.  F.,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  on  the  6th 
inst.,  presented  Bro.  Charles  A.  Wilson, 
chairman  of  the  grievance  committee  on  the 
New  Jersey  Central  railroad,  with  a superb 
gold  watch  as  a testimonial  of  the  high  re- 
gard In  which  Brother  Wilson  is  held  as  a 
brother  fireman  and  an  efficient  official.  We 
congratulate  Brother  Wilson  upon  his  good 
fortune. 


AN  ASSISTANCE  FUND. 

Mr.  Editor: — The  fact  that  there  is  al- 
ways a number  of  brotherhood  men  out  of 
employment,  through  no  fault  of  their  own, 
and  who  are  compelled  to  travel  the  country 
in  search  of  work,  is  one  which  cannot  be 
ignored.  These  men  are  in  every  respect 
worthy  of  assistance;  many  have  families 
dependent  upon  them,  and.  in  their  travels 
about  the  country  such  little  store  of  wealth 
as  they  have,  soon  disappears.  In  such 
emergencies  they  become  unwilling  burdens 
upon  their  brothers  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  The  brothers  are  bound  by  every 
obligation  of  the  order  to  render  all  the  as- 
sistance in  their  power  to  brothers  in  need, 
and  it  is  rare  indeed  that  this  duty  is  neg- 
lected ; many  carrying  their  ideas  of  duty  in 
this  respect  even  to  the  point  of  generosity. 
But  it  so  happens  that  the  burdens  spoken 
of,  however  cheerfully  and  willingly  they 
may  be  assumed,  are  very  unequally  distrib- 
uted. The  development  of  the  railroad  in- 
terests has  been  such  as  to  attract  the  un- 
employed towards  the  western  portions  of  the 
country  as  being  the  most  favorable  field  for 
securing  employment,  and  the  western  broth- 
ers have  thus  been  saddled  with  burdens 
which  those  in  the  east  are  comparatively 
free  from.  The  western  brothers  have  borne 
these  burdens  nobly ; those  who  lack  the  ex- 
perience can  form  but  a faint  idea  of  the 
immense  sum  which  is  paid  out  yearly  in  aid 
of  unemployed  brotherhood  men  throughout 
the  west,  and  which  is  mainly  the  result  of 
individual  generosity  and  ideas  of  duty.  It 
is  also  true  that  many  of  those  who  are  con- 
strained to  accept  the  assistance  of  their 
brothers  do  so  unwillingly,  their  natures  re- 
volt against  the  idea  of  exposing  their  pov- 
erty to  strangers,  even  though  they  be  broth- 
ers. That  many  are  thus  compelled  to  be- 
come unwilling  burdens  upon  their  brothers, 
and  that  these  brothers  are  thus  unduly  taxed 
for  their  membership  in  the  order,  seems  to 
be  due  to  an  imperfect  recognition  of  the  in- 
exorable truth  that  many  of  the  brothers 
must,  inevitably,  always  be  out  of  employ- 
ment, and,  consequently,  an  improper  treat- 
ment of  the  fact  as  it  exists.  The  brother- 
hood man  who  is  out  of  employment  is  wor- 
thy of  the  same  protection  and  assistance 
from  the  order  at  large  as  is  the  one  who 
may  be  employed  in  a paying  position.  This 
proposition  will  be  admitted  as  true,  yet  its 
truth  is  continually  denied  by  the  different 
treatment  accorded  to  the  unemployed  broth- 
er, as  compared  with  the  treatment  accorded 
to  the  employed  brother.  The  whole 
strength  of  the  order  is  exerted  to  protect 
the  rights  of,  and  secure  justice  for  the  one 
who  is  working;  but  let  him  lose  his  job  and 
he  no  longer  finds  any  systematic  recogni- 
tion of  his  existence ; he  is  then  dependent 
upon  individual  ideas  and  interpretations  of 
duty  for  such  assistance  as  he  may  need.  It 
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seems  as  though  the  unemployed  brother 
ought  to  be  officially  recognized  as  a fact;  it 
seems  -as  though  a systematic  plan  for  his 
assistance  ought  to  be  inaugurated,  a plan 
which  will  relieve  him  from  the  necessity  of 
depending  upon  individual  generosity;  give 
him  the  independent  feeling  of  one  who  is 
enjoying  benefits  which  are  rightfully  his 
own,  and,  at  the  same  time,  distribute  the 
burden  of  ^assistance  equally  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  order  at  large. 

Let  there  be  a fund  created  by  assessment 
upon  each  member  of,  say,  25  cents  per 
month.  This  assessment  to  be  turned  into 
the  grand  lodge  treasury  each  month,  to  be 
there  set  aside  and  used  for  the  assistance 
of  the  unemployed  members  only.  When  a 
member  loses  his  positiou  and  is  compelled 
to  travel  in  search  of  work,  let  him  receive, 
upon  the  same  conditions  as  he  receives  his 
traveling  card,  a voucher  bearing  the  grand 
and  subordinate  lodge  seals,  and  having 
blank  spaces  for  entering  dates  and  amounts. 
Armed  with  this  voucher  the  traveling  broth- 
er may,  when  in  need  of  assistance,  apply  to 
the  receiver  of  any  lodge  in  the  country  and 
receive  the  sum  determined  upon,  say  $7  per 
week,  which  is  to  be  calculated  from  last 
date  entered  upon  the  voucher,  the  new 
date  and  amount  paid  to  be  then  entered 
upon  the  voucher.  The  receiver  will  take 
the  member’s  receipt  for  the  amofint  paid, 
which  receipt  is  to  be  turned  into  the  grand 
lodge  as  so  much  cash  and  which  will  be  the 
graud  treasurer’s  authority  for  transferring 
the  amount  named  in  the  receipt  from  the 
assistance  fund  to,  say,  the  beneficiary  fund, 
thus  balancing  accounts.  When  the  mem- 
ber has  secured  work  he  is  to  immediately 
surrender  his  voucher  to  the  receiver  of  the 
nearest  lodge,  who  will  at  once  turn  it  in  to 
the  grand  lodge,  where  the  grand  treasurer 
will  check  the  receipts  in  his  possession  by 
the  voucher,  thus  detecting  any  error  which 
may  have  been  made,  and  the  receiver  mak- 
ing an  error  should  be  held  accountable  for 
it.  Upon  issuing  one  of  these  vouchers  the 
lodge  issuing  it  should  at  once  notify  the 
grand  lodge,  giving  the  name  of  the  mem- 
ber to  whom  voucher  was  issued  and  the 
number  of  the  voucher,  this  information  to 
be  entered  in  a grand  lodge  register  kept 
for  that  purpose,  where  it  would  furnish  an 
additional  check  for  detecting  error  as  well 
as  supplying  valuable  knowledge  concerning 
the  percentage  of  the  membership  that  was 
traveling  the  country  in  search  of  work. 
With  some  such  plan  in  operation  the  trav- 
eling brother  would  feel  comparatively  inde- 
pendent; he  would  be  relieved  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  depending  upon  individual  gener- 
osity for  the  assistance  which  he  must  have, 
and  he  would  be  surely  impressed  with  the 
idea  that  the  B.  L.  F.,  as  an  order,  was  as 
truly  solicitous  for  his  welfare  in  periods  of 
adversity  as  in  prosperity.  At  the  same 


time  those  who  are  cheerf oily  assuming  bur- 
dens disproportionate  with  the  benefits  they 
are  receiving,  would  be  relieved ; they  might 
feel  that  such  burdens  were  equally  distrib- 
uted among  all  members  of  the  order,  and 
that  their  unfortunate  brothers  were  a thou- 
sand times  better  provided  for  than  under 
the  old  haphazard  and  unsystematic  meth- 
ods of  individual  relief.  Of  course  it 
would  be  necessary  to  introduce  some  safe- 
guards to  protect  the  order  from  the  schemes 
of  unprincipled  ones,  who  are  found  in  all 
organizations  and  who  would  be  inclined  to 
take  advantage  of  such  a measure ; but  that 
might  easily  be  done,  and  I believe  an  abso- 
lutely safe  measure,  such  as  I have  outlined, 
might  be  introduced,  to  the  everlasting 
honor  and  benefit  of  the  entire  ordert 

IT.  P . Bttrlfrud. 


NOT  GRAY  HAIRED. 

Mr.  Editor: — In  the  July  MaGAZixc  ap- 
pears an  article  from  O.  N.  Carpenter,  trying 
to  answer  my  article  which  appeared  in  the 
May  Magazine.  Carpenter  starts  out  with 
the  assumption  that  I am  an  old-time  engi- 
neer, but  produces  nothing  from  my  article 
to  warrant  the  assumption.  No,  I am  not 
an  old-time  engineer.  I have  been  promoted 
but  a few  days  over  three  years:  nor  did  I 
think  his  article  written  to  slur  the  engineers, 
except  those  on  the  joint  board.  I took  his 
article  in  just  the  way  it  was  meant.  Bro. 
Carpenter  was  not  suited  with  the  new  arti- 
cles in  our  schedule  of  last  September,  and 
he  wanted  to  blame  the  B.  of  L.  F.  runners 
for  it.  He  was  so  elated  over  the  proposed 
new  contract,  and  so  sure  we  were  going  to 
get  it,  that  he  traded  his  good  job  of  firing 
for  a job  of  hostling  one  year,  .with  the  ex- 
pectation of  getting  #2.50  per  day,  or  #75 
per  month,  without  working  very  hard;  and 
when  they  failed  to  get  hostler’s  wages  raised 
Bro.  Carpenter  wanted  to  place  the  blame 
on  the  B.  of  L.  F.  runners  on  the  joint  pro- 
tective board ; hence  his  letter,  and  hence 
his  not  thinking  it  right  for  B.  of  L.  F.  en- 
gineers to  act  on  boards  of  adjustment. 
Speaking  of  members  leaving  the  B.  of  L.  F. 
as  soon  as  becoming  engineers,  Bro.  Car- 
penter says : “ There  is  nothing  in  my  arti- 

cle that  would  lead  him  to  believe  that  I ad- 
vocated such  a policy.”  Now,  how  does 
this  sound  ? “Iam  not  in  favor  of  B.  of  L. 
F.  men,  who  are  engineers,  acting  on  our 
adjustment  boards  after  they  have  become 
engineers  and  eligible  to  the  B.  of  L.  E.” 
No,  I have  not  allowed  my  imagination  to 
wander;  it  is  quite  plain  that  Bro.  Carpen- 
ter meant  exactly  that.  In  his  last  article 
he  infers  that  he  has  ired  no  one  but  me. 
Let  me  say  that  his  article  has  ired  almost 
every  true  B.  of  L.  F.  man  on  this  system: 
and  I have  letters  in  my  possession  from 
brothers  far  away  from  this  system,  con- 
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gratulating  me  for  my  timely  article.  His 
article  has  been  discussed  in  many  lodge 
rooms  and  very  strongly  condemned ; and  I 
have  it  from  good  authority  that  his  own 
lodge  has  it  under  consideration,  and  very 
strongly' advocates  his  expulsion.  I did  not 
write  to  give  vent  to  my  own  particular  feel- 
ings and  views  on  his  uncalled  for  article, 
but  to  express  the  feelings  and  views  of  this 
lodge,  as  well  as  many  members  along  the 
line.  I was  even  requested  to  write  by  some 
members  of  the  protective  boards.  I be- 
lieve he  meant  everything  just  as  I took  it; 
but  when  my  answer  came,  and  many  mem- 
bers roasted  him,  he  tried  to  put  another 
face  on  his  article  and  crawl  out  of  it.  But 
the  stamp  is  on  and  he  is  not  of  the  true 
blue,  nor  gray  haired  enough  to  erase  it. 
And  I am  of  the  opinion  that  instead  of  get- 
ting one  of  the  offices  on  the  protective 
bords  which  he  so  anxiously  seeks,  he  will 
have  to  be,  like  the  boy  should  have  been, 
thankful  if  he  is  not  expelled  from  the  order 
where  there  are  true  blue,  gray  haired  B.  L. 
F.  rnnners,  and  left  to  join  the  ranks  of 
the  unknown.  Hoping  that  b is  expectations 
of  my  reply  in  the  Magazine  will  meet  with 
his  approval,  I am,  not  gray  haired,  but 

fraternally  yours, 

Nickerton,  Kan.  Charles  W.  Arnold . 


THE  PROBLEM  OF  UNEMPLOYED 
FIREMEN. 

Mr.  Editor: — Having  read  Mr.  Frank 
Massey’s  remarks,  under  the  above  caption, 
I wish  to  say  a few  words  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  Mr.  Massey  that  the 
firemen  are  mostly  to  blame  for  the  existing 
circumstances  ? Probably  not. 

I have,  on  numerous  occasions,  remarked 
how  utterly  indifferent  most  firemen  are, 
concerning  the  welfare  of  those  unemployed 
ones.  Why,  if  the  general  manager  and 
master  mechanic  had  to  go  out  and  handle 
the  scoop  themselves,  few  firemen  would 
ever  think  of  troubling  themselves  about 
looking  for  some  unemployed  flreboy!  On 
some  of  our  western  roads,  I have  often 
seen  the  roundhouse  foreman  hire  men  to 
fire  consolidation  engines  who,  previously, 
were  unable  to  distinguish  the  shaker-bar 
from  the  reverse-lever.  This  to  the  great 
discomfort  of  engineers  who,  of  course, 
were  expected  to  make  time  as  usual,  al- 
though half  the  time  they  had  nothing  but 
a boiler  full  of  cold  water  to  do  it  with. 
Now,  this  was  not  because  the  company 
were  plotting  to  do  up  the  firemen,  but  sim- 
ply because  there  were  no  idle  men  handy ; 
and  I am  sure  no  roundhouse  foreman  pre- 
fers an  “ Indian”  to  an  experienced  man, 
for  whenever  a fireman  does  not  fill  the  bill, 
the  foreman  has  to  stand  all  the  kicking.  I 


have,  on  several  occasions,  secured  positions 
for  idle  firemen  where  the  above  circum- 
stances prevailed,  and  if  these  men  who 
wonder  where  all  the  idle  firemen  come 
from  would  do  likewise,  it  would  help  mat- 
ters a great  deal.  Now,  here  is  another 
thought  in  regard  to  this  problem : 

Some  time  ago,  Mr.  P.  M.  Arthur,  on  be- 
ing asked  by  a reporter  for  an  expression  of 
his  opinion  on  the  eight  hour  question,  was 
quoted  as  saying  that  the  B.  of  L.  E.  was 
unlike,  and  independent  of,  other  labor  or- 
ganizations ; that  two  hours  less  work  meant 
two  hours  more  saloon  loafing  and  boozing; 
and,  that  the  B.  of  L.  E.  was  content  to  go 
ahead  as  formerly,  etc. 

I am  not  at  all  acquainted  with  Mr.  Ar- 
thur, but  I can  hardly  believe  that  the  chief 
of  one  of  our  greatest  labor  unions  should 
talk  like  that.  The  question  of  how  to  em- 
ploy the  thousands  of  idle  men,  has  worried  a 
great  many  smarter  heads  than  Mr.  Arthur’s ; 
and  is  it  not  better  for  all  engineers  and  fire- 
men to  set  a fixed  number  of  hours,  which 
must  not  be  exceeded,  than  to  work  45  or  50 
days  in  a month  while  others  are  not  making 
ten  ? Would  it  not  be  a good  plan  for  the 
firemen  to  agree  not  to  work  over,  say  2,600 
miles  per  month,  and  when  that  has  been 
made  to  take  a much  needed  rest  and  give 
the  extra  men  a show  ? Would  not  such  a 
plan  put  a few  of  these  idle  men  to  work  ? 

I have  a good  example  of  the  above  plan, 
right  across  from  my  home,  where  a brick 
house  is  being  erected. 

Not  so  very  long  ago,  bricklayers  and  car- 
penters were  working  ten  hours  a day,  and 
there  was  lots  of  loafing  in  the  building 
trades;  but  now  they  are  receiving  more 
money  for  eight  hours’  work  than  they  for- 
merly did  for  ten,  simply  because  a large 
number  of  men  were  taken  off  the  labor 
market  through  the  reduced  hours ; and  now, 
a loafing  bricklayer  is  a white  crow  indeed, 
here  in  St.  Louis. 

No,  Mr.  Arthur,  two  hours  less  work  a 
day,  or  twenty  miles  off  of  every  hundred, 
does  not  mean  two  more  hours  in  the  saloon, 
but  two  more  hours  at  home  among  one’s 
family. 

As  regards  Mr.  Arthur’s  assertion  that  the 
B.  of  L.  E.  is  unlike,  and  independent  of 
other  labor  unions ; I do  not  think  it  is  quite 
correct,  as  whenever  the  B.  of  L.  E.  have 
had  trouble  on  any  road,  they  have  expected 
everybody  to  sympathize  with  them,  and 
give  them  their  moral  support  at  the  very 
least. 

If  the  workingmen  of  America  expect  to 
hold  their  own  against  the  constant  assaults 
of  monopoly  they  must  hang  together,  or, 
to  use  an  old  phrase,  they  will  be  hung  sepa- 
rately. None  of  them  can  afford  to  go  it 
alone,  least  of  all,  the  railroad  men. 

Frank  S.  Krebs. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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TO  ASHLEY,  OF  THE  ANN  ARBOR. 

I’ve  been  asked  if  I’d  sing  yon  a Terse, 

As  a sort  of  a gentle  reminder 
Of  the  days  yon  were  right  and  we  enginemen 
wrong. 

When  yon  fired  at  ns  fearfnl  rejoinder; 

So,  acnshla,  I’ve  now  got  my  pencil  in  hand, 

And  the  Lord  only  knows,  in  his  glory, 
Whereabouts  in  the  business  I’m  likely  to  land,  . 

If  a song  it  will  prove,  or  a story. 

By  this  time  vonr  head  must  be  swelled  up,  avick! 

When  you  think  of  how  easy  yon  downed  ns ; 

But  acnshla  machree,  how  we’d  make  yon  feel  sick 
If  the  mandates  of  Ricks  hadn't  bound  ns ! 

Wo  would  batter  your  nose  just  as  limp,  and  as  flat 
As  a pancake ; the  way  it  we’d  smather— 

For  you’re  only  a vain,  egotistical  brat. 

One  who’d  dance  on  the  grave  of  your  father 

I’m  told,  also,  your  road  is  a family  affair, 

With  the  stock  owned  by  sisters  and  cousins ; 
How  they  made  you  their  general  manager  there, 
Till  yon  squandered  their  thousands  by  dozens. 
In  receiver’s  hands  now  are  the  two  streaks  of  rust. 
And  the  scabs  you  have  found  to  replace  us, 

All  because  we  requested  you’d  do  what  was  just, 
And  you’d  not  like  dumb  cattle  disgrace  ns. 

On  your  merits  a jackass  would  climb  np  as  high 
On  the  ladder  of  honest  endeavor, 

A6  a railroader,  Ashley,  with  hunger  you’d  die 
Mongst  your  poorly  paid  trackmen  forever; 

But  your  friends  boomed  you  up  as  the  family  pet. 
Never  dreaming  of  brains  you  were  lacking, 

Until  Arthur  and  Sargent  in  conflict  you  met, 

Then  you  squealed  for  United  States  backing. 

We’ve  a scalping  knife  ready  for  Kirkby  to  slit 
Off  his  topknot  as  clean  as  a whistle. 

We  will  roast  him  upon  a political  6pit, 

Till  his  flesh  will  be  harder  than  gri6tle. 

Ricks  and  Taft  are  entitled  to  all  our  regards, 

For  we  always  remember  our  foemen. 

And  these  limbs  of  the  law  will  receive  their  re- 
wards 

From  our  ranks,  full  of  good  hating  yeomen. 

Now  my  pencil  is  dull  as  your  own  shallow  head, 
And  my  darling  old  girl  keeps  bawling 
To  blow  out  the  Tight  and  retire  to  my  bed, 

Or  I’d  give  you  a much  longer  mauling. 

But  ere  I conclude  here’6  a tip  I now  give 
To  you,  A6hley,  so  rude  and  uncivil: 

“Our  two  brotherhoods  nobly  will  flourish  and  live 
When  yourself  and  your  road’s  with  the  devil.” 
Shandy  Maguire. 


A KANSAS  ZEPHYR. 

Mr.  Editor: — If  a fireman  fails  on  his 
second  trip  to  the  superintendent  of  machin- 
ery for  promotion,  he  drops  to  the  foot  of 
the  list  or  goes  to  hostling.  Such  is  the 
rule  among  the  firemen  on  the  Santa  Fe  sys- 
tem. Is  this  right?  Is  it  in  keeping  with 
our  obligation  to  throw  over  our  older 
brothers,  to  give  the  younger  ones  their  po- 
sitions? It  does  not  block  those  younger  in 
seniority  from  taking  their  place  in  line  for 
promotion,  but  it  works  a great  injustice  to 
the  older  ones.  We  ask  them  to  pay  the 
same  assessments  and  we  should  protect 
them.  We  may  find  that  they  are  not  capa- 
ble of  firing  or  running  an  engine  now,  but 
just  watch  and  you  will  see  how  the  officials 
seek  out  those  individuals  in  time  of  trouble. 
They  slap  them  on  the  back,  give  them  a 
cordial  greeting  and  tell  them  that  they  are 


just  the  men  they  want ; they  can  then  run  any 
engine  or  train  on  the  road.  I think  this 
rule  should  be  abolished. 

Another  question  in  regard  to  extra  fire- 
men. One  may  go  over  this  system,  and  at 
one  division  point  he  will  find  a terrible 
rush;  firemen  overworked  and  kicking  for 
eight  hours1  rest,  while  wipers  are  being 
called  to  go  out  on  their  engines,  and  being 
promoted  to  firemen.  Go  to  the  next  di- 
vision point,  and  there  one  may  find  twelve 
or  fourteen  extra  men,  who  are  fairly  starv- 
ing. I know  some  of  such  men  who  have 
not  earned  five  dollars  during  the  month. 
Yet  they  continue  starving  them  at  one  end 
and  promoting  them  at  the  other.  If  we  do 
not  call  a halt  soon,  we  shall  certainly  have 
an  overproduction  of  firemen. 

Our  agreement  calls  for  a certain  per  cent, 
of  our  men  to  be  hired;  but  we  have  failed 
to  see  any  of  them  hired,  as  yet.  Now,  what 
is  the  good  of  such  a law  if  we  cannot  make 
it  stand?  There  is  a weakness,  somewhere, 
which  we  hope  to  see  investigated  soon  in 
the  best  interests  of  our  order.  I would 
suggest  system  seniority  for  this  one  class 
of  extra  men,  and  believe  in  hiring  50  per 
cent,  of  the  firemen,  as  well. 

Cannot  the  order  start  an  employment 
bureau,  to  keep  our  brothers  in  work?  They 
might  do  this,  and  thus  keep  hundreds  of 
firemen  from  traveling  all  over  the  country 
seeking  favors.  Let  us  talk  this  matter  up 
and  see  if  it  cannot  be  remedied. 

IF.  AT.  Breen. 

Newton,  Kas. 


EXPERIENCED  MEN,  OR  BROTHER- 
HOOD MEN  ? 

Mr.  Editor:  In  the  June  Magazine,  Mr. 
Frank  Massey  makes  the  suggestion  that  the 
Brotherhood  make  an  effort  to  procure  work 
for  experienced  firemen  who  are  out  of  em- 
ployment. I would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Massey 
if  he  wishes  to  convey  the  idea  that  rail- 
road officials  should  be  requested  to  employ 
Brotherhood  men,  or  simply  experienced 
men? 

In  the  case  of  a fireman  out  of  employ- 
ment, the  question  naturally  arises : how  did 
he  lose  his  former  position  ? 

This  question  presents  grounds  for  con- 
siderable argument. 

Mr.  Massey  is  probably  aware  of  the  fact 
that  there  is  a class  of  firemen  who  are  ex- 
perienced men,  but  who  are  not  worthy  of 
help;  and  who  would  not  hold  a position 
long  if  they  obtained  one.  In  fact,  there  are 
men  who  are  not  content  to  remain  in  one 
place  over  a certain  length  of  time : and  it 
certainly  would  be  out  of  the  question  for 
us  to  help  men  who  had  lost  positions 
through  intemperance.  Then  again,  if  a 
brotherhood  man  loses  his  position,  none 
can  help  him  so  well  as  the  lodge  to  which 
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he  belongs;  for  instance:  If  he  has  been 
unjustly  dismissed,  demand  his  reinstate- 
ment; but  if  he  has  been  dismissed  on  ac- 
count of  neglect  of  duty,  intemperance,  or 
misconduct,  he  cannot  reasonably  expect 
help  from  any  one. 

To  be  sure  there  are  many  good,  sober  and 
industrious  men  who  are  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment on  account  of  reduction  in  forces, 
or  as  the  result  of  strikes ; such  men  should 
be  cared  for  and  every  effort  made  to  secure 
work  for  them. 

The  idea  which  I have  in  mind,  is  to  re- 
quest railroad  officials  to  hire  brotherhood 
men;  at  the  same  time  giving  them  to  un- 
derstand that  in  order  to  become  a brother- 
hood man,  one  must  Are  a certain  length  of 
time,  which  would  insure  experience  enough 
to  make  him  a competent  fireman,  if  he  is 
ever  to  be  a success  at  all. 

I agree,  with  Mr.  Massey,  that  the  fire- 
men are  to  blame,  to  a certain  extent,  for 
these  men  being  out  of  employment;  and 
the  question  is:  what  is  the  best  way  to 
remedy  the  matter  ? 

Frank  C.  Keebler. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


THE  FIREMAN  COMES  IN  WITH  THE 
REST. 

BY  W.  H.  ROB. 

“ The  last  shall  be  first:  ” Oh  fifth  cycle  of  time. 

That  marks  young  Columbia's  birth ! 

Ring,  Oh  musical  bells,  ring  your  triumphant  chime, 
In  the  queenliest  city  on  earth ! 


- Oh  magical  vision ! Where  lovely  and  grand, 
Lake  Michigan’s  waves  kissed  the  shore; 

The  “ pride  or  the  west”  lifts  a welcoming  hand, 
And  the  Orient  kneels  at  the  door. 


To  the  famous  “white  city”  she  welcomes  them 
all, 

From  the  north,  south,  the  east,  and  the  west; 
The  prince  and  the  peasant  respond  to  the  call, 
Ana  the  fireman  comes  in  with  the  rest. 


In  the  strength  of  his  manhood,  progressive  and 
tree, 

A sovereign,  by  right  of  his  birth ; 

And  the  peer  of  the  best,  for  the  fireman  may  be 
J ust  the  kingliest  heart  upon  earth. 


A FIREMEN’S  HOME. 

Mr.  Editor: — I wish  to  express  a few 
thoughts  on  Bro.  Garaghty’s  suggestion  of 
“ A Home  for  Disabled  Firemen*”  Which  ap- 
peared in  the  June  Magazine.  I believe, 
with  Bro.  Garaghty,  that  such  a home  should 
be  built.  I am  ready  to  pay  $1.00  a year  for 
the  Magazine,  and  if  the  home  is  a go  with 
the  boys  you  can  put  my  name  on  the  list  for 
$10  to  help  the  thing  along.  I think  it 
w ould  be  a good  plan  to  write  to  each  lodge 
and  see  what  they  will  do.  I am  quite  sure 
there  are  a few  members  of  my  lodge  (102) 
who  would  be  willing  to  put  in  a little  more 
money  than  just  enough  to  pay  for  the  Mag- 
azine. Of  course  this  additional  sum  would 
come  only  from  those  who  could  afford  to 
give.  I believe  there  are  a great  many  mem- 
bers who  could  and  would  give  if  the  project 
was  once  started.  According  to  the  report 
of  our  Third  Biennial  Convention,  there  were 
26,223  members  up  to  August,  1892.  Of 
course  we  have  more  members  now,  but  we 
can  certainly  count  on  $26,223,  and  out  of 
our  entire  membership  I am  sure  $5,000 
extra  could  be  raised,  which  would  bring  the 
amount  up  to  $31,223,  and  for  this  sum  a 
fine  building  could  be  built.  It  could  be  en- 
larged later  on,  if  necessary.  The  ground 
could  be  got  cheap  from  most  any  city  that 
wanted  to  get  the  home.  The  city  of  Des 
Moines — my  home — is  about  as  central  a 
point  as  could  bp  found,  and  the  lodge  there 
could  get  the  ground  for  almost  nothing. 
As  for  myself,  I do  not  believe  there  is  a 
single  brotherhood  fireman  who  would  not 
give  something  towards  this  project,  besides 
paying  $1.00  a year  for  the  Magazine.  The 
home  could  be  kept  up  in  fine  shape  and 
managed  so  that  when  one  of  the  boys  went 
there  he  would  feel  at  home.  I believe  all 
the  boys  would  strive  harder  than  ever  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  home  and  the 
brotherhood.  I consider  this  an  important 
question  and  hope  to  see  the  boys  take  hold 
and  do  what  they  can.  Let  us  hear  from 
them.  Fred  L.  Barnett. 

Dallas,  Texas. 


From  the  north’s  frozen  snows,  to  the  far  south  he 
goes, 

U nfalt’ring  at  duty’s  behest ; 

No  matter  what  clime,  he  is  always  on  time ; 

And  he’s  sure  to  get  there  with  the  rest. 

Is  a brother  in  trouble  ? Does  poverty  call  ? 

II ow  quickly  he’ll  help  the  distressed; 

By  the  law  that  makes  each  one  a brother  to  all, 
He’s  a long  way  ahead  of  the  rest. 

Another  “ white  city  ” I see,  in  a dream. 

All  radiant  and  fair  in  the  light ; 

Like  crystal,  beside  it,  the  bright  waters  gleam, 
Uudimmed  by  the  shadows  of  night. 

’Tis  a city  far  off  from  Chicago,  my  brothers, 

We  call  it “ the  home  of  the  blest;  ” 

Its  portal  we  find,  where  our  life’s  pathway  ends, 
And  the  fireman  will  come  in  witu  the  rest. 


REDUCED  TO  $1.00. 

We  have  on  hand  a supply  of  bound  volumes  of 
the  Magazine  for  the  years  1891  and  1892. 

The  volumes  are  artistically  bound  in  a way  to 
withstand  wear,  and  we  need  not  say  are  intrin- 
sically valuable,  containing  as  they  do,  a wide  range 
of  topics  on  subjects  well  calculated  to  interest  tne 

general  reader,  as  well  as  those  who  arethestu- 
ents  of  labor  problems. 

In  this  connection  we  suggest  that  these  bound 
volumes  of  the  Magazine  would  be  a valuable 
present  on  birthday  occasions,  or  as  tokens  of  re- 
membrance, to  be  presented  at  any  time,  and  as 
the  price  has  been  reduced  to  91.00  we  shall  hope  to 
receive  sufficient  orders  to  reduce  the  supply, 
since  no  fireman’s  library  would  be  complete  with- 
out one. 

By  addressing  Locomotive  Firemen’s  Maga- 
zine, Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  orders  will  be  prompt- 
ly filled.  Cash  must  accompany  each  order. 
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WM.  D.  ROBINSON  MONUMENT  FUND. 

’Wm.  D.  Robinson,  who  died  at  Washing- 
ton, Ind.f  01^  November  7th,  1890,  was  the 
founder  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Engineers,  and  in  doing  this  great  work,  he 
as  certainly  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Locomotive  Firemen  and  ail  other 
organizations  of  railway  employes. 


dead  philanthropist,  we  said  in  the  April 
issue  of  1891 : 

The  idea  of  building  a monument  to  perpetuate 
the  name  and  fame  of  Wm.  D.  Robinson,  originated 
with  the  Firemen's  Magazine.  The  time  has  come 
for  action.  Contributions  should  be  made.  We  have 
said  that  25  cents  each  from  members  of  the  B.  of 
L.  F.  would  build  the  monument.  But  we  surmise 
that  other  orders  would  want  a place  in  the  splen- 
did work  proposed,  and  we  have  opened  in  the 
. Grand  Lodge  office  of  the  B.  of  L.  F., 

A ROBINSON  MONUMENT  FUND. 


In  closing  our  obituary  notice  in  the  De- 
cember, 1890,  issue  of  the  Magazine,  we 
said: 

In  this  hour,  when  Locomotive  Engineers  and 
Firemen  stand  uncovered  at  the  tomb  of  Wm.  D. 
Robinson,  the  question  arises.  What  can  be  done  to 
perpetuate  the  name,  the  fame,  the  memory  of  a 
man  who  gave  the  best  years  of  his  life  for  their 
benefit?  Is  not  the  answer,  We  will  build  him  a 
monument  worthy  of  his  deeds,  of  his  labors  and 
sacrifices?  We  will  believe  that  such  is  the  response. 

If  it  is,  let  the  good  work  begin,  and  let  it  be  car- 
ried forward  until  a granite  or  a marble  shaft  shall 
mark  the  spot  where  nis  dust  reposes. 

s gr 

where  heroes  sleep? 

'Tis  not  the  sculptured 
piles  you  heap! 

In  dews  that  heavens  far 
distant  weep 
Their  turf  mav  bloom. 

Or  genii  twine  beneath 
the  deep 

Their  coral  tomb. 

“What’s  hallow’d  ground? 

*Tis  what  gives  birth 
To  sacred  thoughts  in 
souls  of  worth ! 

Peace!  Independence! 

Truth  go  forth 
Eartlrs compass  round 
And  your  high  priesthood 
shall  make  earth 
All  hallowed  ground." 

The  poet’s  idea  is  cor- 
rect. Where  Wm.  D.  Rob- 
inson sleeps  his  last  sleep 
is  hallowed  ground,  ana 
monumental  marblecould 
add  nothing  to  its  sacred - 
ness.  But  it  is  all  of  that 
without  reference  to  the 
living.  What  can  the  liv- 
mg  cfo  to  bear  testimony  that  the  last  resting  place 
of  Wm*  D.  Robinson  is  hallowed  ground? 

We  do  not  believe  the  name  of  Wm.  D.  Robinson 
is  soon  to  perish  and  be  forgotten.  We  believe  the 
brotherhood  he  founded  will  be  his  imperishable 
monument,  and  that  his  name  in  connection  with 
that  great  order  is  to  increase  in  lustre  as  the  years 
flow  on.  But  that  does  not  cancel  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude the  two  great  brotherhoods  of  the  locomotive 
owe  his  memory,  which  if  not  met,  will,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  mankind,  cover  the  living  with  obloquy. 

We  believe  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Fire- 
men will  respond  in  a way  that  will  bear  eloquent 
testimony  of  their  appreciation  of  the  life  work  of 
the  man  that  made  their  organization  fruitful  above 
measure  of  blessings  to  locomotive  firemen.  Alone 
and  unaided,  our  order,  for  the  small  sum  of  25 
cents  each,  could  do  the  work.  But  we  preferdoing 
it  in  conjunction  with  the  Brotherhood  of  Engi- 
neers ; nor  would  we  confine  subscriptions  to  the 
two  orders,  but  would  invite  all  the  brotherhoods 
engaged  in  the  train  service  of  railroads  to  join  in 
the  great  work  of  gratitude. 


WM.  D.  ROBIN8QN. 


Every  contribution,  however  small  or  large,  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  columns  of  the  Magazine 
under  an  appropriate  head,  and  when  the  contribu- 
tions approximate  a sum  which  gives  assurance  of 
success  to  the  enterprise,  a commission  made  up  of 
the  members  of  the  various  brotherhoods  will  be 
constituted  to  take  charge  of  the  fund  and  prepare 
for  work. 

Members  of  the  various  orders  subscribing  should 
designate  their  calling,  and  if  they  will  give  their 
address,  it  will  be  regarded  as  a favor. 

Now,  let  the  good  work  proceed.  Wm.  D.  Robin 
son,  when  alive,  was  the  friend  of  the  workingman. 
He  wrote  and  spoke  and  toiled  to  establish  a broth 
erhood  and  to  teach  men  the  power  of  organized 
labor.  Railroad  trainmen  had  no  more  ardent  and 
unselfish  friend.  Let  a 
monument  bear  testimony 
that  death  did  not  sever 
the  tie  that  bound  him  to 
the  living. 

If  ever  a man  deserved 
the  grateful  homage  of 
his  fellows  that  man 
was  Wm.  D.  Robinson. 
He  devoted  the  best 
years  of  his  life  to  the 
great  work  of  organiz- 
ing railroad  men  for 
their  moral  and  ma- 
te rial  advancement. 
He  toiled  without  rec- 
ompense, he  endured 
privations  and  made 
sacrifices,  the  half  of 
which  will  never  be 
told.  He  lived  and  died 
in  poverty,  that  others  might  fare  better  than 
was  his  lot.  Every  man,  woman  and  child 
who  has  been,  is  now,  or  ever  will  be  the 
beneficiary  of  any  of  the  brotherhoods  of 
railway  employes,  owes  Wm.  D.  Robinson  a 
debt  of  gratitude  that  can  never  be  paid. 
Such  a man  deserves  a monument  to  bear 
testimony  of  the  love  and  gratitude  of  those 
for  whom  he  accepted  poverty,  persecution 
and  all  their  attendant  ills,  and  every  mem- 
ber of  every  organization  of  railroad  em- 
ployes should  cheerfully  contribute  his  mite, 
small  as  it  may  be,  to  such  a noble  purpose. 
Contributions  may  be  directed  to  the  Loco- 
motive Firemen’s  Magazine,  Terre  Haute, 


In  discussing  the  propriety  of  erecting  a 
unent  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the 


Indiana,  all  of  which  will  be  acknowledged 
in  its  columns. 
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GRAND  LODGE. 


ASSESSMENT  NOTICE  FOR  SEPTEMBER. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE,  B.  OF  L.  F.  ) 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  September  1, 1898.  ) 

ASSESSMENT  NO.  40,  $2.00. 

To  Receiver t oj  Subordinate  Lodges : 

Sirs  and  Brothers  Yon  are  hereby  notified 
of  the  death  and  disability  of  the  following  mem- 
bers entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  order,  viz : 

Claim  No.  1062.  Elmer  0.  Sannders,  of  Fleet- 
wood  Lodge,  No.  424,  died  of  Pistol  Shot  wound, 
May  1ft,  18*3. 

Claim  No.  1063.  John  C.  Bull,  of  James  Leahy 
Lodge.  No.  475,  was  killed  in  a Railway  Accident, 
April  13,  1693. 

Claim  No.  1064.  Isaac  P.  Shipe,  of  Provident 
Lodge,  No.  220,  died  of  Typhoid  Fever,  July  8,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1065.  Lewis  E.  Humpton,  of  Herald 
Lodge,  No.  161,  was  declared  totally  disabled  by 
Loss  of  Leg,  March  28, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1066.  Patrick  Healy,  of  Trinity  Lodge, 
No.  83,  was  killed  in  a Railway  Accident,  May  30, 
1893. 

Claim  No.  1067.  J.  H.  Billingslev,  of  C.  J.  Hep- 
burn Lodge,  No.  160,  was  declared  totally  disabled 
by  Blindness,  June  21, 1896. 

Claim  No.  1068.  Emil  C.  Stenger,  of  Flower  of 
the  West  Lodge,  No.  205,  was  killed  by  Railway  Ac- 
cident, June  26, 1693. 

Claim  No.  1069.  J.  C.  Xeild,  of  Las  Anima6 
Lodge,  No.  844,  was  killed  by  Gunshot  Wound,  July 

Claim  No.  1070.  L.  B.  Wiggin6,  of  Magnolia 
Lodges  No.  *26,  died  of  Typho  Malarial  Fever,  July 

Claim  No.  1071.  F.  F.  Smith,  of  Rose  City  Lodge, 
No.  45.  was  declared  totally  disabled  by  Injnrv  to 
Spinal  Cord,  July  29, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1072.  J.  W.  Cates,  of  Neches  Lodge, 
No.  156,  was  killed  by  Gunshot  Wound,  July  10, 
1898. 

Claim  No.  1073.  P.  H.  Condon,  of  J.  K.  Gil- 
breath Lodge,  No.  264,  was  Ron  Over  and  killed, 
July  18,  1898. 

Claim  No.  1074.  Ronald  J.  Kennedy,  of  Snow 
Flake  Lodige,  No.  298,  died  of  Phthisis,  May  11,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1075.  Samuel  Lewis,  of  Silver  Mount- 
ain Lodge,  No.  327,  died  of  Typhoid  Fever,  March 
1, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1076.  Theodore  S.  Huntlev,  of  Fair- 
mount  Lodge,  No.  383,  died  of  Paresis,  July  2,  1893. 


Claim  No.  1077.  L.  C.  Stinson,  of  Front  End 
Lodge,  No.  345,  was  killed  in  a Collision,  June  13, 
1893. 

Claim  No.  1078.  A.  P.  Rodgers,  of  Nickel  P'ate 
Lodge,  No.  877,  died  of  Suffocation,  July  10, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1079.  George  Kemerer,  of  R.  H.  "'il- 
bur  Lodge,  No.  384,  died  of  Abcess  of  Brain,  July 
18,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1080.-  William  G.  Ray,  of  Water  Lily 
Lodge,  No.  402,  was  killed  by  Falling  from  Engine, 
July  11, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1081.  Chas.  L.  Watson,  of  Mt  Baker 
Lodge,  No.  412,  died  of  Tuberculosis,  July  24,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1082.  Edward  Locklin,  of  Magdalena 
Lodge,  No.  261.  was  declared  totally  disabled  by 
Loss  of  Arm,  May  27, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1083.  W.  P.  Boxwell,  of  Winchester 
Lodge,  No.  430,  died  of  injuries  received  in  a Rail- 
way Accident,  August  6, 1893, 

Claim  No.  1084.  Frank  H.  Brew,  of  Liberty 
Lodge,  No.  242,  died  of  Cnronic  Nephritis,  Julv  26, 

1893. 

Claim  No.  1085.  Hiram  Fuller,  of  Success  Lodge, 
No.  38,  was'declared  totally  disabled  by  Anchylosis 
of  Knee,  August  12, 1893. 

An  assessment  of  Two  Dollars  ($2.00)  has  been 
levied  for  the  payment  of  the  above  claims,  and 
you  are  required  to  forward  said  amount  for  each, 
member  whose  name  appears  on  the  rolls  of  member- 
ship August  31st,  1893,  (also  for  all  members  having 
taken  a withdrawal  (limited  or  final)  after  August 
1st,  and  for  all  members  who  died  or  were  totally 
disabled  since  that  date),  said  remittance  to  reach 
the  Grand  Lodge  not  later  than  September  20th, 
1893,  as  provided  by  Section  50  of  the  Constitution. 
Any  lodge  failing  to  make  returns  as  above  pro- 
vided will  stand  suspended  from  all  the  benefits  of 
the  order,  as  per  Section  52  of  the  Constitution. 

Yours  fraternally, 

F.  P.  Sargent,  G.  M. 

F.  W.  Arnold,  G.  S.  and  T. 


BENEFICIARY  STATEMENT. 

Office  of  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  ) 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  August  1,  1893.  / 

To  Subordinate  Lodge* : 

Sirs  and  Brothers:— The  following  is  a statement 
of  the  Beneficiary  Fund  for  the  month  of  July,  1893: 
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RECEIPTS— CONTINUED 


Lodge  No. 
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Balance  on  hand  July  1, 1893  $42,113  75 

Received  during  month 2,122  00 

Total $44,235  75 


A RAILROAD  HERO. 

When  a man  is  killed  on  a railroad  in  Mexico, 
those  whom  the  authorities  think  are  at  fault  are 
thrown  into  prison. 

On  the  11th  of  March  a bad  wreck  occurred  on  the 
Mexican  Central.  A south  bound  freight  train  was 
taking  water  at  Encarnacion  station,  when  it  was 
run  into  by  a north  bound  freight  tram. 

Engineer  J.  T.  Sweeney,  of  the  south  bound,  was 
fatally  injured,  both  legs  being  amputated.  His 
fireman  was  also  fatally  injured.  :r>weeney  was 
dying  when  taken  from  the  wreck  of  his  engine,  bnt 
he  realized  that  conductor  Frank  Hartman  and 
engineer  W.  G.  Beatty  of  the  north  bound  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  wreck,  and  that  under  the  severe 
laws  of  Mexico  they  would  receive  harsh  punish- 
ment if  captured. 

He  called  Hartman  and  Beatty  to  his  side  and 
made  his  will,  telling  them  where  he  had  money  on 
deposit.  He  then  gave  Beatty  and  Hartman  $500 
which  he  had  on  his  person,  and  told  them  to  use 
what  was  necessary  to  leave  the  country  and  to 
leave  at  once. 

The  wounded  man  died  a few  minutes  afterward, 
and  the  two  men  started  out  on  foot.  As  soon  as 
the  authorities  were  notified,  a squad  of  soldiers 
were  6ent  in  pursuit  of  the  fleeing  men,  but  they 
have  not  been  captured. 

If  it  was  not  heroic  for  Sweeney  to  think  of  the 
safety  of  his  friends  when  they  were  in  danger- 
thongh  they  were  the  cause  of  his  own  death— then 
the  earth  roils  her  green  fields  to  the  sun  without 
a hero  upon  her  face. — American  Machinist . 


THE  OLD  ENGINEER  REMINISCENT. 

“ It  makes  me  mad/'  said  the  old  engineer,  “ to 
hear  people  ask  why  a man  don't  do  so  and  so 
when  his  engine  strikes.  Lord ! It  all  oomes  like 
a 6troke  of  lightning.  When  we  piled  ’em  np  m 
the  Whites ville  cnt,  and  killed  eight,  year  before 
last,  I was  sitting  in  my  window  that  night  looking 
ahead  as  carefnl  as  any  one  could.  We  nad  starteu 
on  the  cnrve,  and  she  was  going  as  fast  as  the 
wheels  could  turn,  forty  minutes  behind  time,  aad 
the  deuce  to  pay  if  we  didn’t  make  it  up  by  morn 
ing.  Jimmy  H&rtsell  was  feeding  ’er  every  min- 
ute  *’  ^ t 

“I  thought  I saw  a glimmer  of  light  on  the  hank 
ahead.  It  was  the  flash  from  the  headlight  around 
the  other  bend  of  the  curve.  Between  the  time  I 
caught  that  flash  and  when  I saw  the  headlight 
swing  aronnd  the  cut  as  big  as  a tub,  it  couldn't 
have  been  the  hundreth  part  of  the  second.  We 
were  nose  to  nose  before  I realized— no,  I don  t 
think  I realized— bnt  I put  on  the  air  with  one 
yank,  yelled  to  Jimmy,  and  fell  out  of  the  window. 
’When  they  threw  water  in  my  face  Is’posed  I was 
cut  all  op.  The  wreck  was  on  fire, 'ana  people  was 
hollerin’  underneath.  I laid  there  feelin’  of  mv 


jJimmy’t 

no  man  tQ  tell  me  what  you  ought  to  do.”— Chicago 
Ntics  Record. 


The  “ Great  Eastern  " steamer  was  680  feet  long. 
82  feet  broad  inside  of  the  paddle  boxes,  and  when 
loaded  drew  from  30  to  32  feet.  She  was  therefore 
too  large  to  get  into  the  docks  at  Liverpool,  and 
drew  too  much  water  to  get  to  New  York  by  way  of 
the  ship  canal  past  Sandy  Hook.  Consequently  she 
had  to  be  loaded  and  unloaded  at  each  port  ov 
means  of  lighters.  The  nearest  place  to  New  jorfc 
at  which  she  could  lie  was  Flushing  Bay,  which  she 
entered  by  way  of  Loug  Island  Sound. 


Disbursements. 

By  claim  1038 $1,500  00 

Balance  on  hand  August  1,  1893  ...  $42,735  75 

Respectfully  submitted,  i 

F.  W.  Arnold. 


RAVAGES  OF  TIGERS. 

A man-eater  in  India  was  known  to  have  killed 
108  people  in  three  years,  and  another  killed  *n 
average  of  bO  persons  a year  for  the  same  period. 
A third  caused  thirteen  villages  to  be  abandoned, 
and  250  square  miles  of  land  to  be  thrown  ont  or 
cultivation.— Scientific  American. 
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EDITORIAL. 


BUSINESS  DEPRESSION  AND  LEGISLATION. 


According  to  Bradstreet's , from  January  1st  to  August  1st,  1893, 
moneyed  institutions  of  various  descriptions  to  the  number  of  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  suspended,  and  during  the  same  period, 
of  the  entire  number,  only  fifty-eight  resumed  business. 

During  the  months  of  January,  February,  March  and  April  there 
were  no  premonitions  the  average  business  man  could  discover  of 
the  impending  storm,  and  dunng  the  four  months  named,  only 
twenty-six  moneyed  institutions  suspended.  During  the  month  of 
May  tne  cyclone  struck  fifty-four  institutions ; in  June  the  wrecks 
numbered  one  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  in  July  the  number 
swelled  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  the  panic  swept  along, 
treating  almost  unparalleled  depression  in  all  departments  of  busi- 
ness. 

Bradstreet’s , of  August  12th,  surveying  the  whole  field  of  finance 
and  industries,  informs  the  country  mat  up  to  August  1st  the  sus- 
pended banks  had  assets  amounting  to  $105,000,000,  and  liabilities 
amounting  to  $102,000,000,  and  that  of  the  four  hundred  and 
twenty-eignt  suspended  institutions  only  fifty-eight  had  resumed 
business.  In  commenting  upon  the  industrial  situation,  the  paper 
gives  returns  of  eight  hundred  establishments  of  more  or  less  promi- 
nence. which  have  suspended  operations  since  June  1st,  throwing 
out  of  employment  463,000  employes,  and  adds : “ When  it  is  real- 
ized that  this  report,  complete  as  it  may  be,  is  quite  incomplete  so 
far  as  the  country  at  large  is  concerned.  * * * it  becomes  plain 
to  casual  observers^  that  there  are  in  all  probability  no  fewer  than 
800,000  or  900,000  idle  employes  of  manufacturing^  commercial  and 
other  enterprises  at  this  time  who  were  nearly,  if  not  all,  actively 
employed  tnree  or  four  months  ago.”  Since  the  tables  of  BradstreeCs 
were  compiled,  the  work  of  depression  has  gone  steadily  forward, 
banks  have  continued  to  suspend  and  industrial  enterprises  have 
suspended  operations  and  the  army  of  idle  men  has  received 
enormous  accessions. 
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Under  such  circumstances  men  are  inquiring  and  investigating  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  the  depression,  of  the  panic,  that  is  pro- 
ducing wide-spread  alarm,  extending  from  ocean  to  ocean,  and  from 
the  British  possessions  to  the  Guff  of  Mexico.  At  this  supreme 
juncture  the  President  calls  congress  in  special  session,  and  in  his 
message  says : 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States — The  existence  of  an  alarming  and 
extraordinary  business  situation,  involving  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  all 
our  people,  has  constrained  me  to  call  together  in  extra  session  the  people's 
representatives  in  congress,  to  the  end  that  through  a wise  and  patriotic  exer- 
cise of  their  legislative  duty  present  evils  may  be  mitigated  and  dangers  threat- 
ening the  future  may  be  averted.  Our  unfortunate  financial  plight  is  not  the 
result  of  untoward  events  nor  of  conditions  related  to  our  natural  resources; 
nor  is  it  traceable  to  any  of  the  afflictions  which  frequently  check  national 
growth  and  prosperity.  With  plenteous  crops,  with  abundant  promise  of  re- 
munerative production  and  manufacture,  with  unusual  invitation  to  safe  in- 
vestment and  with  satisfactory  assurance  to  business  enterprise,  suddenly  fi- 
nancial distrust  and  fear  have  sprung  up  on  every  side;  numerous  moneyed  in- 
stitutions have  suspended  because  abundant  assets  were  not  immediately  avail- 
able to  meet  the  demands  of  frightened  depositors;  surviving  corporations  and 
individuals  are  content  to  keep  in  hand  the  money  they  are  usually  anxious  to 
loan,  and  those  engaged  in  legitimate  business  are  surprised  to  find  the  secu- 
rities they  offer  for  loans,  though  heretofore  satisfactory,  are  no  longer  ac- 
cepted; values  supposed  to  be  fixed  are  fast  becoming  conjectural,  and  loss 
and  failure  have  invaded  every  branch  of  business.  I believe  these  things  are 
principally  chargable  to  congressional  legislation  touching  the  purchase  and 
coinage  of  silver  by  the  general  government. 

In  reading  the  foregoing  it  is  seen  that  the  President  attributes 
the  business  depression,  the  panic,  the  wreckage  of  banks,  the  dos- 
ing of  factories  and  mines,  the  entire  bad  business  to  “ congressional 
legislation.”  The  arraignment  of  congress  by  the  President  is  of 
tremendous  import.  The  indictment  embodies  the  charge,  by  infer- 
ence, at  least,  of  incapacity,  of  inability  to  comprehend  cause  and 
effect,  and  blindly  pursue  a policy  that  fills  the  land  with  calamities 
and  which  portends  still  other  trials  and  struggles,  that  the  bravest 
of  men  cannot  contemplate  without  experiencing  thrills  of  horror. 

Manifestly,  if,  as  the  President  asserts,  the  misfortune  the  country 
is  now  experiencing  is  the  result  of  vidous  legislation  by  congress, 
what  hope  is  there  that  congress  is  either  capable  or  willing  to  apply 
the  needed  remedy?  Indeed  the  question  arises,  is  it  within  the 

Sower  of  congress,  however  willing  and  capable,  to  apply  any  reme- 
y that  will  restore  the  statu  quo  of  business  until  the  panic,  like  the 
plague,  cholera,  yellow  fever,  or  smallpox,  has  run  its  course  and 
prostrated  everything  not  abnormally  prepared  for  resistance? 

In  this  connection  it  is  prudent  to  inquire,  who  can  resist  the 
force  of  the  panic?  We  answer,  the  rich.  They  can  not  only  stand 
the  storm,  but  grow  richer  in  proportion  to  its  violence.  They  are 
the  wreckers  on  the  storm-beaten  coasts  when  the  crafts  go  down 
or  are  driven  upon  the  reefs  and  rocks.  Thousands  of  the  rich,  we 
do  not  doubt,  will  suffer,  but  the  term,  in  their  case,  has  a limited 
meaning.  Tnere  will  be  less  luxury,  but  no  decrease  in  the  comforts 
of  life.  The  real  sufferers  are  the  daily  wage  men — men  without 
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work  and  without  pay*  men  around  whose  homes  the  gloom  in- 
creases to  the  point  of  despair.  These  are  the  real  victims  of  con- 
gressional legislation,  and  of  all  vicious  legislation.  The  charge  is 
made  upon  the  high  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
— not  by  agitators,  not  by  anarchists,  not  by  the  depraved.  Mr. 
Cleveland  points  out  what  the  panic  is  doing  in  the  way  of  disasters, 
and  says,  “I  believe  these  things  are  principally  chargeable  to  con- 
gressional legislation.”  What  things?  As  Bradstreet's  says,  forcing 
into  idleness  800,000  or  900,000  workingmen,  employes  of  various 
enterprises.  Bradstrect's  admits  that  its  report  does  not  include  the 
sum  total  of  the  idle.  On  July  31st  Mayor  Harrison,  of  Chicago, 
said,  “ There  are  200,000  idle  men  in  Chicago;”  and  ne  utters  the 
terrible  warning  that  unless  something  is  done  by  the  government 
to  brighten  conditions  there  will  be  deeds  of  violence  that  will  shake 
the  country  like  an  earthquake.  Everywhere  the  newspapers  are 
trying  to  be  conservative.  They  speak  hesitatingly,  they  are  afraid 
to  tell  the  truth,  the  naked,  hideous  truth.  The  Philadelphia  Times, 
a conservative  paper,  reports  the  canvassing  of  fifty-seven  trades  ana 
callings  in  the  city  of  New  York  having  a membership  of  99,950, 
and  shows  of  those  36,177  are  idle.  There  are  probably  in  the  city 
of  New  York  more  tnan  one  hundred  organizations  representing 
wage  earners.  W e know  of  a city  with  a population  of  125,000  that  has 
eignty-three  organizations,  hence  the  Times ’ statement  must  be  re- 
garded as  giving  a low  estimate.  And  it  is  notable  that  while  the 
Times  refers  to  conditions  in  New  York,  it  is  silent  regarding  the  ef- 
fects of  the  panic  in  Philadelphia,  immediately  under  its  nose  and 
within  reach  of  its  reportorial  force.  The  fact  is,  the  country  is  left 
to  conjecture  regarding  the  direful  outlook. 

In  a general  way  the  Times  discusses  the  panic,  and  tells  the  truth. 
It  refers  to  the  “financial  revulsion,”  saying  it  was  “declared  to  be 
entirely  a rich  man’s  panic;  that  only  speculators  and  gamblers 
were  embarrassed  by  it,”  and  proceeds  to  say, 

Whatever  may  be  the  causes  which  produce  financial  disturbances,  and  how- 
ever the  rich  may  suffer,  the  one  class  that  cannot  escape  the  bitterest  dregs  of 
the  cup  of  misfortune  is  the  working  class.  All  ills  of  commerce,  finance  and 
trade  end  in  the  homes  of  the  poor,  and  they  must  bear  the  chief  burden  of 
business  disturbance.  The  rich  can  Uve  on  greatly  reduced  resources ; they 
can  stop  their  mills  or  mines  and  be  content  with  profits  already  accumulated, 
but  the  poor  who  earn  their  bread  from  day  to  day  as  they  consume  it,  when 
forced  into  idleness  must  face  starvation. 

It  is  true  that  the  present  panic  is  a money  panic;  entirely  a money  panic  in 
its  origin,  but  it  has  permeated  into  every  channel  of  commerce,  industry  and 
trade,  and  to-day  it  affects  every  mill,  mine,  field  and  forest  where  industry  has 
its  home.  The  scarcity  of  money,  no  matter  from  what  cause,  has  halted  im 
provements,  has  reduced  consumption,  and  the  inexorable  law  of  supply  and 
demand  enforces  a reduction  of  supply.  To  attain  that,  labor  must  be  dis- 
missed from  employment,  and  the  laborer  left  without  means  to  support  him- 
self and  his  family. 

All  panics  of  every  kind  and  from  any  and  every  cause,  end  in  fearful  cost  to 
labor,  and  it  is  lamentable  to  see  how  many  of  our  industrial  people  are  misled 
as  to  the  remedy.  Of  all  classes  and  conditions  in  this  country  they  most  need 
stable  and  just  laws;  they  most  of  all  need  honest  money,  and  yet  from  nearly 
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every  industrial  organization  of  the  country  we  hear  expressions  of  sympathy 
for  those  who  are  battling  for  cheap  and  dishonest  money,  the  countless  evils 
of  which  must  in  the  end  fall  upon  labor.  Business  that  employs  industry  is 
disturbed  to-day  because  our  national  money  and  our  national  credit  have  been 
impaired  by  insane  concessions  to  cheap  money  advocates,  and  labor  is  to-day 
paying  the  fearful  price  of  that  folly. 

It  is  true,  deplorably  true;  that  labor  and  only  labor  suffers  by  the 
panic:  all  else  can  wait  until  the  storm  has  spent  its  force.  The  rich 
can  close  down  their  shells  like  a tortoise,  pull  in  their  heads  and 
sleep.  The  notable  thing  about  the  Times'  article  is  its  closing  para- 
graph, in  which,  like  all  champions  of  the  plutocratic  class,  it  seekB 
to  throw  the  responsibility  of  the  panic  upon  labor,  intimating  that 
it  suffers  because  of  its  advocacy  of  a dishonest  currency.  When  did 
labor  control  or  influence  the  legislation  of  congress,  which  Mr.  Cleve- 
land avers  is  responsible  for  the  panic?  Vicious  damphoolism  never 
went  further  than  to  intimate  such  a charge.  Labor  never  had  a 
voice  in  the  financial  legislation  of  congress.  Labor  never  voted  for 
a dishonest  dollar  of  any  description.  Labor  accepts  the  govern- 
ment’s currency  and  has  had  an  abiding  faith  in  its  nonesty.  It  has 
made  no  war  upon  standard  coins  or  redeemable  paper.  Whether 
in  one  party  or  another,  labor  has  been  loyal  to  honest  money,  has 
had  implicit  confidence  in  the  fiat  of  the  nation,  and  is  not  re- 
sponsible for  congressional  legislation,  which  Mr.  Cleveland  sayB  is 
‘‘chargeable”  with  the  present  panic. 

No  sane  man  will  challenge  tne  propriety  of  greater  activity  in  the 
ranks  of  labor  to  influence  congressional  legislation  in  the  future. 
The  Times  demonstrates  the  absolute  necessity  for  labor  to  take 
action,  since  it  must  bear  all  the  ills. 

Congress  is  now  in  session.  Will  it  give  relief  to  labor,  which  is 
now  paying  the  “fearful  cost”  to  which  the  panic  has  subjected  it? 
As  labor  is  not  represented  in  congress,  and  since  it  is  subjected  to  a 
fearful  strain,  it  has  begun  holding  public  meetings.  In  Chicago,  on 
August  15,  three  thousand  idle  men  deliberated  upon  their  condition 
and  passed  a series  of  resolutions.  Speeches  were  made.  A report 
outlines  proceedings  as  follows: 

Thomas  J.  Kidd,  General  Secretary  of  the  Wood-workers’  International 
Union  of  America,  was  greeted  with  cheers.  A part  of  his  remarks  were : 

“ Send  representative  wage- earners  to  Washington  Instead  of  lawyers  and 
millionaires.  Let  the  masses  and  not  the  classes  be  represented.  If  yon 
would  do  that,  there  would  not  be  200,000  Idle  men  in  Chicago,  our  poor- 
houses  and  piisons  would  not  be  crowded,  and  women  would  not  be  selling 
their  purity  for  morsels  of  bread.  Look  at  the  Auditorium  (and  he  moved  his 
hand  toward  t£e  structure) ; wage-workers  cut  and  set  the  stone  to  build  it, 
but  they  are  the  last  ones  welcomed  there.  Why  t Because  you  shout  for 
Cleveland  and  Harrison.  Mrs.  Vanderbilt  gave  $150,000  for  a collar  for  her 
poodle  dog,  when  ten  thousand  children  were  starving  to  death  in  New  York." 

P.  J.  Grimes,  of  the  Hardwood  Finishers’  Union,  spoke  briefly,  saying: 
“ Thousands  In  this  crowd  want  work.  It  cannot  be  had.  It  is  not  their  fault 
they  are  idle.  The  capitalistic  press  says  it  is.  This  is  untrue.  Many  here 
know  not  where  their  next  meal  will  come  from.  It  is  only  summer  now. 
What  will  winter  produce  ? They  will  die  like  slaves.  An  empty  stomach  has 
no  conscience.  Our  people  sit  on  a volcano.  Let  them  beware  of  the  ex- 
plosion.” 
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The  following  resolutions  were  adopted; 

“ Besolved , That  we  demand  of  the  present  congress  to  fix  a true  standard 
of  values  based  npon  the  product  of  labor,  and  that  the  government  Issue  the 
circulating  medium  to  the  people. 

“ Besolved , That  the  government  employ  the  idle  men  on  the  roadways  and 
on  the  public  Improvements  of  all  kinds  where  the  convicts  are  now  employed, 
and  that  public  work  be  done  by  the  people  and  not  by  contract. 

u Besolved,  That  the  hours  of  toll  be  reduced  to  that  point  that  all  may  be 
employed,  so  that  machinery  will  be  a boon  to  the  toiling  millions  rather  than 
a eurse. 

“ Besolved,  lastly,  That  the  unemployed  be  warned  through  the  press  that 
Chicago  has  thousands  of  men  willing  to  work,  but  unable  to  find  it.” 

The  meeting  is  significant — others  will  follow.  It  is  not  required 
to  so  much  as  suggest  how  the  fire  will  spread  or  the  character  of 
the  scenes  to  be  enacted.  Whatever  may  transpire  inimical  to  peace 
and  order  as  the  result  of  the  panic,  let  it  always  be  remembered, 
that  President  Cleveland  says  it  is  chargeable  to  congressional  legislation . 


DEFENSELESS  WAGE-EARNERS. 


“ Society  has  become  accustomed  to  some  very  nice  distinctions.  The  poor 
man  is  called  a socialist  if  he  believes  that  the  wealth  of  the  rich  should  be 
divided  among  the  poor,  but  the  rich  man  is  called  a financier  if  he  devises  a 
plan  by  which  the  pittance  of  the  poor  can  be  converted  to  his  use.”  • 


“ The  poor  man  who  takes  property  by  force  Is  called  a thief,  but  the  creditor 
who  can  by  legislation  make  a debtor  pay  a dollar  twice  as  large  as  he  bor- 
rowed is  lauded  as  the  friend  of  sound  currency.  The  man  who  wants  the 
people  to  destroy  the  government  Is  an  anarchist,  but  the  man  who  wants  the 
government  to  destroy  the  people  is  a patriot.” 


The  foregoing  paragraphs  are  taken  from  the  speech  of  the  Hon. 
W.  J.  Bryan,  M.  C , delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
August  16th.  They  refer  to  current  criticisms  of  men,  motives  and 
money,  to  schemes  of  legislation  and  to  schemes  protected  by 
statutes  for  the  purpose  of  the  aggrandizement  of  the  few  at  the 
expense  of  the  manjr,  to  increase  the  power  of  the  strong  and  to 
make  the  weak  submit  to  their  machinations. 

The  President  called  congress  together  to  deliberate  upon  finances, 
and  in  his  message  took  occasion  to  say : 


“ At  times  like  the  present,  when  the  evils  of  unsound  finance  threaten  us, 
the  speculator  may  anticipate  a harvest  gathered  from  the  misfortunes  of 
others,  the  capitalist  may  protect  himself  by  hoarding  or  may  even  find  profit 
In  the  fluctuation  of  values,  but  the  wage- earner — the  first  to  be  Injured  by  a 
depreciated  currency  and  the  last  to  receive  the  benefit  of  its  correction— is 
practically  defenseless.  He  relies  for  work  upon  the  ventures  of  confident  and 
contented  capital.  This  failing  him,  his  condition  is  without  aUevlation,  for 
he  can  neither  prey  on  the  misfortunes  of  others  nor  hoard  his  labor.” 


It  is  seen  that  the  President,  in  calling  an  extra  session  of  con- 
gress^ recognizes  labor — “ the  wage-earner  —and  says  what  is  true, 
that  labor  is  the  first  to  be  injured,  and  he  could  have  added,  that 
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the  injury  continues  during  the  whole  period  of  business  depres- 
sion, always  increasing  in  its  deplorable  consequences. 

The  President  points  out  the  difference  between  the  “ speculator  ” 
— the  “capitalist  ” — and  the  “wage-earner,”  and  in  the  President’s 
specification  the  degrading  point  is  made  that  the  wage-earner  is 
powerless,  a creature  who  exists  by  permission,  who,  as  against  the 
“ unsound  finance,”  is  “ practically  defenseless,”  not  only  “ prao- 
tically,”  but  absolutely  “ defenseless.”  Hence  what?  Degradation, 
idleness,  poverty,  squalor,  hunger,  desperation,  mobs  and  riots. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  tells  congress  that  wage-earners 
are  “practically  defenceless,”  that  they  are  compelled  to  accept  such 
conditions  as  congress  and  legislatures  may  inflict.  The  reference 
to  wage-earners  could  not  be  made,  by  the  use  of  language,  more  &b- 

i’ect.  To  say  that  there  are  twenty  millions  of  wage-earners  in  the 
Juited  States  may  seem  extravagant,  but  the  estimate  is,  neverthe- 
less, conservative,  when  women  and  children  are  included,  and  of 
the  twelve  to  fourteen  millions  of  votes  cast  in  the  United  States  for 
President  and  members  of  congress,  at  least  eight  millions  are  cast 
by  wage  earners.  And  yet  the  President  says  that  against  “the  evils 
or  ‘unsound  finance’  they  are  practically  defenseless”  and  further 
the  President  says  that  the  “unsound  finance”  that  affects  the 
country  is  the  result  of  “congressional  legislation.” 

Accepting  the  declarations  of  the  President  as  true,  how  does  it 
happen  that  wage-earners,  with  at  least  eight  millions  of  votes  in 
the  country  are  left  “ practically  defenseless  ?”  The  answer  is  ready 
and  easy.  Wage-earners  are  “ defenseless  ” because  they  cast  their 
votes  for  men  whq  betray  them,  who  enact  laws  for  the  rich  regard- 
less of  the  interests  of  labor;  as  was  said  in  congress,  in  discussing 
“ the  evils  of  unsound  finance  ” and  the  prostration  of  business, 
the  cry  comes — 

From  forges  where  no  fires  born, 

From  mills  where  wheels  no  longer  torn. 

From  looms  o’er  which  no  shuttles  leap, 

From  merchants’  shops — which  sheriffs  keep — 

From  banks  gone  up,  from  stocks  gone  down, 

From  God-made  country,  man-made  town, 

From  Wall  street  men,  from  sons  of  toil, 

From  the  bronzed  tillers  of  the  soil, 

From  North,  from  South,  from  East,  from  West. 

That  wage-earners  are  “ defenseless.”  Is  it  true  that  wage-earners 
are  defenseless  ? Having  been  juggled  out  of  their  votes,  is  their  lot 
to  be  mendicancy  and  misery,  silence  and  suffering,  desolation  and 
despair  ? Are  wage-earners  to  wait  until  a wrangling  congress  ex- 
tracts the  fangs  from  gnawing  hunger  ? 

The  President  says  “ wage-earners  are  defenseless” — that  is  to  say, 
they  are  unarmed,  unprotected,  exposed,  weak — voiceless  and  suk 
missive,  they  are  like  aumb  driven  cattle,  and  “ unsound  finance.” 
the  result  of  “ congressional  legislation,”  is  the  pelting  storm  that  is 
beating  them  down  to  death. 

Is  it  not  possible  that  the  President  is  mistaken  when  he  sayB  the 
wage-earner  is  “ defenseless?  ” Can  it  be  possible  that  from  five  mil- 
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lions  to  ten  millions  of  wage-earners  are  defenseless  in  this  age  and 
in  this  country ? To  say  they  are  “defenseless”  consigns  them  to 
soundless  depths  of  degradation — reduces  them  to  pariahs,  peons, 
helots — slaves  as  in  old  plantation  times,  before  Lincoln’s  proclama- 
tion permitted  the  African  slave  to  stand  up  a free  man. 

We  doubt  if  wage-earners  comprehend  the  measureless  meaning  of 
the  presidents  declaration  that  wage  earners  are  “defenseless.”  If  it 
is  true,  then  our  flag,  our  starry  banner  “Old  Glory,”  is  a “flaunting 
lie.”  The  wage-earner,  a sovereign  citizen  of  the  great  American  re- 
public, ought  not  to  be  said  to  be  “defenseless;”  ne  ought  not  to  be 
considered  the  ward  of  the  government:  he  ought  not  to  be  voiceless 
and  silent  when  legislation  strikes  at  his  rights  and  interests^  his 
work  and  his  wages,  his  home  and  his  children.  In  such  perilous 
times  he  ought  not  to  be  regarded  “ defenseless.”  Nor  is  he  defenseless. 

We  have  heard  of  pools  and  trusts  and  of  combinations  by  which 
the  rich  have  managed  to  ascertain  how  much  bread  the  wage-earner 
should  receive  for  a day’s  toil,  and  when  he  asked  for  a fish,  counted 
his  gains,  if  he  could  palm  off  a scorpion,  and  the  national  prayer 
should  be  that  in  the  United  States  wage-earners,  to  demonstrate  that 
they  are  not  defenseless,  may  never  pool  their  woes,  their  hunger 
pangs,  for  the  purpose  of  bettering  their  condition.  Better  far  for 
wage-earners  to  pool  their  votes,  solidify  their  ranks,  abandon  party 
ana  party  leaders  that  have  betrayed  them  and  led  the  President  to 
say  they  are  “defenseless,”  and  demonstrate  that  when  they  are 
unified  and  armed  with  the  ballot,  the  President  and  the  nation 
will  find  wage-earners  amply  able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

But  there  is  another  side  to  the  picture.  Hon.  J.  C.  Sibley,  of 
Pennsylvania,  not  an  anarchist  nor  a socialist,  not  a labor  agitator, 
not  a Republican  or  a Populist,  but  a Democrat,  in  closing  a speech 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  said  : 

Prompted  alone  by  our  love  for  rich  and  poor,  by  our  love  for  the  welfare 
and  peace  of  our  common  country,  let  us  warn  you  that  the  masses  of  the  peo- 
ple are  aroused.  All  over  this  fair  land  they  are  on  their  knees  in  prayer. 
Their  wails  have  been  heard  at  the  throne  of  the  Almighty.  My  friends, 
hunger  and  cold  know  no  philosophy  and  respect  no  laws;  and  when  these 
twin  devils  are  let  loose  and  you  force  them  out  upon  the  world — 

Then  woe  to  the  robbers  who  gather 
In  fields  where  they  never  have  sown; 

Who  have  stolen  the  jewels  from  labor, 

And  builded  to  Mammon  a throne. 

For  the  throne  of  their  god  shall  be  crumbled, 

And  the  scepter  be  swept  from  his  hand, 

Aod  the  heart  of  the  haughty  be  humbled, 

And  a servant  be  chief  in  the  land. 

For  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  hath  said  it, 

Whose  lips  never  uttered  a lie, 

And  his  prophets  and  poets  have  read  it, 

In  symbols  of  earth  and  of  sky; 

That  to  him  who  hath  reveled  in  plunder 
* Til  the  angel  of  conscience  is  dumb, 

The  shock  of  the  earthquake  and  thunder, 

And  tempest  and  torrent  shall  come. 
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REFORMATION  AND  REVOLUTION. 


In  the  July  Arena,  a paper  by  Helen  Campbell,  on  “Women  Wage- 
earners  of  America,”  is  a valuable  contribution  to  the  industrial  lit- 
erature of  the  times,  showing  as  it  does  the  varying  conditions  of 
the  women  wage-earners  in  the  United  States.  The  data  supplied 
by  the  writer  is  methodically  arranged  and  so  interwoven  with  the 
text  that  the  reader  grasps  facts  and  arguments  in  a.  way  that  indef- 
initely contributes  to  the  interest  of  the  subject. 

The  writer  makes  copious  references  to  colonial  times  to  show  the 
environments  of  women  who,  with  their  hardy  fathers,  husbands 
and  sons,  laid  the  foundations  of  American  civilization,  industries, 
government  and  prosperity.  In  those  primitive  conditions,  woman’s 
work  was  confined  to  the  home,  and  was  chiefly  for  the  family. 
They  engaged  in  cooking,  knitting,  sewing,  spinning  and  weaving. 
On  terms  they  attended  to  the  dairy  and  had  more  or  less  to  do  with 
the  kitchen  and  garden.  Everything  was  democratic  and  girls  who  went 
out  to  domestic  service  were  treated,  as  a general  proposition,  on  an 
entire  equality  in  the  families  where  they  were  employed.  The 
writer  says : 

For  nearly  a century  and  a half,  dating  from  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on 
Plymouth  Rock,  the  condition  of  laboring  women  was  that  of  the  same  class 
in  all  struggling  colonies.  There  were  practically  no  women  wage -earners, 
save  in  domestic  service,  where  a home  and  from  thirty  to  a hundred  dollars  a 
year  was  accounted  wealth,  the  latter  sum  being  given  in  a few  instances  to 
the  housekeepers  in  great  houses.  Each  family  represented  a commonwealth, 
and  its  women  gave  every  energy  to  the  crowding  duties  of  a daily  life  filled 
with  manifold  occupations. 

The  farmer — for  all  were  farmers — was  often  blacksmith,  shoemaker,  and 
carpenter,  and  more  or  less  proficient  in  every  trade  whose  offices  were  called 
for  in  the  family  life.  The  fanner’s  wife  spun  and  wove  the  cloth  he  wore  and 
the  linen  that  made  his  household  furnishing,  and  was  dyer  and  dresser,  brew- 
er and  baker,  seamstress,  milliner,  and  dressmaker.  The  quickness,  adaptive- 
ness to  new  conditions,  and  the  fertility  of  resource,  which  are  recognized  as 
distinguishing  the  American,  were  born  of  the  colonial  struggle,  especially  of 
the  final  one  which  separated  us  forever  from  English  rule. 

The  foregoing  are  pictures  of  the  home  life  of  women  during 
colonial  times  in  New  England,  and  they  serve  as  well  to  illustrate 
pioneer  life  of  those  who  abandoning  the  East,  went  West  into  ad- 
joining states  and  territories  to  “ grow  up  with  the  country.”  The 
wages  of  women  who  did  work  for  others,  as  domestics,  as  seam- 
stresses or  milliners  were  so  meager  that  reference  to  them  now  cre- 
ates astonishment,  and  yet,  by  the  writer’s  showing  the  condition  of 
New  England  women  at  that  time,  as  compared  with  every  stage  of 
evolution  that  has  since  become  a matter  of  record,  must  be  re- 
garded in  the  light  of  all  the  facts,  as  superior  to  conditions  gener- 
ally that  have  marked  industrial  development.  Notwithstanding 
“ sand  did  duty  as  carpet  for  the  floor ; ” that  “ the  cupboard  knew  no 
china,  and  the  table  no  glass,”  that  “ coal  and  matches  were  un- 
known,” and  that  a stove  was  “ never  seen” — there  was  health,  con- 
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tentment  and  independence.  The  homes  were  centers  of  virtue,  and 
though  the  people,  men  and  women  wore  home-made  cloth,  and 
subsisted  upon  rough  food,  the  men  were  brave,  the  women  chaste, 
the  home  influences  such  that  when  liberty  was  in  peril,  brave  men 
encouraged  by  brave  women,  went  forth  to  battle,  achieved  inde- 
pendence ana  established  a new  nation. 

The  homes  of  New  England  were  centers  of  industry.  The  spin- 
ning wheel  and  the  loom  were  in  every  house.  The  women  made 
the  gloves,  covered  buttons,  and  carried  forward  numerous  other 
small  industries,  and  these  things  went  forward  until  factories  were 
erected  for  spinning  yam,  which  was  woven  into  cloth  at  the  homes 
of  the  people.  But  when  the  factory  came  that  could  spin  and 
weave,  the  women  began  to  leave  the  home  and  go  to  the  factory  to 
work,  and  then  began  a system  of  woman  slavery  and  degradation 
almost  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  our  civilization.  The  day’s  lar 
bor  varied  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hours.  “ In  most  of  the  New  Eng- 
land factories  operatives  were  taxed  for  the  support  of  religion,”  and 
“ women  and  children  were  urged  on  by  the  cowhide.”  Many  facto- 
ries were  “unfit  working  places  for  human  beings,”  and  “overseers 
flogged  children  brutally.” 

In  this  line  the  writer  proceeds  to  show  the  change  from  home  to 
factory  work,  and  as  a result,  the  nationality  of  the  employes 
changed.  The  New  England  element  disappeared  and  its  place  was 
filled  by  the  Irish  and  the  German,  and  finally  by  the  Canadians, 
until  the  New  England  women  constitute  an  exceedingly  small  per 
cent  of  the  factorv  operative  force  of  the  present. 

The  article  under  review  deals  chiefly  with  women  wage  workers 
in  factories,  and  it  is  admitted  that  as  compared  with  its  worst  fea- 
tures as  practiced  in  earlier  periods,  some  improving  advancement 
has  been  made,  but  the  factory  system  for  women  workers  is,  never- 
theless, the  most  vicious  known  to  our  industrial  enterprises,  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  “ objections  urged  against  it,”  as  appears  in 
Carroll  D.  Wright’s  chapter  upon  the  subject  which  is  found  in  the 
Tenth  Census  Report : 

A.  The  factory  system  necessitates  the  employment  of  women  and  chUdren 
to  an  injurious  extent,  and  consequently  its  tendency  is  to  destroy  family  life 
and  ties  and  domestic  habits,  and  ultimately  the  home. 

B.  Factory  employments  are  injurious  to  health. 

C.  The  factory  system'  is  productive  of  intemperance,  unthrift  and  poverty. 

D.  It  feeds  prostitution  and  sweUs  the  criminal  list. 

E.  It  tends  to  InteUectual  degeneracy. 

Leaving  out  of  consideration  all  but  the  first  (A)  objection,  which 
is  admitted  to  be  well  founded — in  fact,  the  conclusion  is  inevitable — 
that  the  factory  system,  employing  women  and  children,  is  a stand- 
ing menace  to  almost  everything  esteemed  sacred  in  our  civilization, 
Helen  Campbell  says : 

Under  “A”  there  is  smaU  defence  to  be  made.  The  employment  of  married 
women  Is  fruitful  of  evil,  and  the  proportion  of  these  in  Massachusetts  is  23.8 
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per  cent.  Wherever  this  per  cent,  is  high,  infant  mortality  is  very  great,  being 
28.5  for  Massachusetts  and  19  per  cent,  for  Connecticut  and  New  Hampshire. 

If  the  objection  “A”  is  based  upon  facts,  which  is  admitted,  then 
the  remainder  of  the  list  may  be  accepted  as  in  the  line  of  proba- 
bility, or  in  a large  degree  inevitable,  since  any  system  of  industry 
that  tends  to  destroy  “ family  life  and  ties,  domestic  habits,  and  ulti- 
mately the  home,”  involves  every  other  wrong  mentioned  in  the 
catalogue  and  becomes  a foul  blot  upon  our  civilization,  and  that  the 
New  England  factory  system,  however  much  improved  since  over- 
seers urged  women  and  children  to  their  tasks  “with  a cowhide”  and 
brutally  “flogged  children,”  the  system  retains  throughout  New 
England  and  elsewhere  the  germ  of  abominations  well  calculated  to 
arouse  alarm. 

It  is  notorious  that  New  England  boasts  of  having  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  our  civilization,  as  also  the  foundations  of  the  factory  system, 
and  the  proof  is  overwhelming,  as  Helen  Campbell  demonstrates, 
that  the  factory  system  has  finally  created  conditions  of  women 
wage-earners  which,  striking  at  “family  life  and  ties,  domestic  habits, 
and  ultimately  at  tne  home,”  have  already  inaugurated  a system  of 
degradation,  tne  prudent  characterization  of  which  takes  on  the  form 
of  exaggeration. 


Multiplied  thousands  are  now  searching  for  work,  and  the  num- 
ber is  daily  increased  by  the  closing  of  mines  and  shops,  and  by  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  employes  in  many  industries.  In  this 
supreme  emergency  all  eyes  are  turned  towards  congress,  and  con- 
gress talks — yawps. 


The  Wagner  Company  has  700  parlor  and  sleeping  coaches,  while 
the  Pullman  Company  has  2,366.  The  investments  of  these  two 
companies  in  parlor  and  sleeping  coaches,  aggregate  $43,500,000. 


Some  one  says  “ it  took  Rome  300  years  to  die,”  and  it  is  intimated 
that  the  United  States  can  kick  the  bucket  in  less  time.  It  is  a ques- 
tion for  workingmen  to  decide. 


There  are  now  about  two  hundred  trusts  in  the  country,  which 
control,  more  or  less,  its  staple  products.  Why?  Because  working- 
men vote  aye.  

The  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  R.  R.  is  to  be  four  tracked 
between  New  Haven  and  New  York.  The  work  is  already  under 
way. 
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SINGLE  TAX  FALLACIES. 


BY  W.  H.  STUART. 

No.  9. 

[Concluded.] 

Mr.  Middleton,  in  his  closing  article  in  defense  of  the  single  tax, 
in  the  September  Magazine,  gives  painful  evidence  of  rapid  mental 
disintegration  and  collapse.  He  says  I attack  the  proposition  of  the 
single  taxers  regarding  public  control  of  what  they  call  “natural 
monopolies,  because,  forsooth,  that  would  embrace  afi  industry.  Yet 
he  demands,”  continues  Mr.  Middleton,  “ that  the  whole  nation 
shall  form  a gigantic  trust,  that  shall  operate  the  machinery  of  pro- 
duction for  its  own  benefit,  and  divide  the  profits  equitably  among 
the  share  holders.”  And  he  asks  with  withering  scorn,  “could  op- 
position be  more  inconsistent?” 

Either  Mr.  Middleton  has  passed  into  the  last  stages  of  that  dread 
disease,  dementia  singletaxiosis,  or  he  is.  to  use  a street  phrase, 
44  badly  rattled.”  Pray  heaven  it  may  only  be  the  latter. 

I assure  Mr.  Middleton  I heartily  endorse  that  part  of  the  single 
tax  platform.  As  far  as  it  goes  it  is  straight  socialism.  My  object 
was  to  show  that  all  industry  was  becoming  monopolized  in  the 
form  of  trusts;  that  competition  among  capitalists  was  giving  way 
to  combination,  and  that  the  distinction  regarding  so-called  natural 
monopolies  was  a mere  fiction  of  the  single  tax  imagination. 

Mr.  Middleton  complains  that  I attack  the  single  tax  that  leads  to 
the  goverment  ownership  of  land,  while  I demand  that  the  people 
should  own  the  land.  Quite  true.  I have  shown  that  landlordism 
is  only  one  form  of  robbing,  not  a whit  less  respectable  than  any 
other  form.  A very  large  proportion  of  the  land  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  farmers  and  toilers,  who  acquired  their  title  to  the  same  from 
the  people  (the  government)  on  agreed  terms.  When  the  people 
desire  to  resume  possession  let  them  do  so  on  equitable  terms,  and 
not  by  the  contemptible  scheme  of  robbery  ana  confiscation  pro- 
posed by  Henry  George. 

Nationalists  and  socialists  do  not  advocate  confiscation.  When  we 
want  the  railroads  or  the  telegraphs,  we  will  buy  them  or  build 
them,  and  we  will  treat  the  owners  or  the  land  with  equal  justice. 

I call  Mr.  Middleton’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  when  he  talks 
about  taxing  railroad  franchises  he  is  not  discussing  any  proposition 
of  the  single  tax  theory;  he  is  simply  giving  expression  to  his  own 
private  opinion,  with  which  I am  not  at  present  concerned.  When 
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he  shows  the  absurdity  of  estimating  the  rental  value  of  the  road 
bed  of  a railroad  the  same  as  a parallel  strip  of  land,  t.  estimating 
land  values  irrespective  of  improvements,  he  is  criticising  the  single 
tax  theory,  not  me. 

England’s  commercial  supremacy  was,  no  doubt,  largely  due  to 
her  system  of  free  trade.  It  enabled  her  capitalist  class  to  furnish 
almost  the  whole  world  with  the  products  of  her  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments. Comparing  wages  paid,  and  the  condition  of  work- 
men between  the  first  and  last  half  of  the  century,  certainly  shows 
an  improvement. . But,  as  far  as  the  workmen  were  concerned,  that 
was  not  due  to  free  trade,  but  to  the  abolition  of  the  laws  against 
combinations  among  workingmen,  and  the  consequent  rise  of  trade 
unions,  and  also  to  the  legislation  known  as  the  “ factory  acts,”  re- 
ducing the  hours  of  labor,  limitations  and  restrictions  regarding 
employment,  and  hours  of  labor  for  women  and  children,  improved 
sanitary  conditions,  etc. 

Under  the  wage  system  the  producer  only  receives  part  of  the 
value  of  the  product  as  wages.  He  is  consequently  unable  to  buy 
back  the  product.  Hence  the  frantic  desire  of  commercial  nations 
to  extend  their  markets  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  surplus 
products  and  commodities  which  their  own  exploited  wage-slaves 
are  unable  to  buy.  While  England  had  the  world  for  a market,  her 
capitalists  acquired  unbounded  wealth ; but  with  restriction  of  her 
markets  her  home  industries  are  failing  and  wages  are  gradually 
being  forced  down.  Her  capitalists  are  now  exploiting  this  country 
and  others  in  the  hope  of  producing  surplus  value  from  foreign  la- 
bor. that  they  are  no  longer  able  to  extort  from  English  labor. 

The  purchasing  value  of  wages  of  labor  is  not  effected  by  tariffs. 

Under  capitalism  and  free  competition  among  laborers,  wages  will 
remain  at.  or  near,  the  cost  of  subsistence. 

Mr.  Middleton  makes  the  singular  statement  that  “ it  is  true,  as 
Mr.  Stuart  and  Mr.  George  have  both  shown,  present  monopoly  rent 
would  be  largely  diminished.”  This  statement,  so  far  as  Mr.  George 
is  concerned,  is  not  true.  There  is  not  a line  in  “Progress  and  Pov- 
erty” that  would  indicate  the  faintest  conception  on  his  part  of  the 
difference  between  monopoly  and  natural  rent.  He  ignorantly  as- 
sumed that  present  rent  was  economic  rent.  His  failure  to  see  the 
difference  reduces  his  theory  to  an  absurdity,  and  “Progress  and 
Poverty”  to  a mere  pot-pourri  of  poetry  and  platitudes. 

True,  Mr.  Middleton,  to  save  the  theory,  is  willing  to  rob  the  land 
owners  of  their  property  (to  which  they  can  often  show  much  better 
title  than  the  owners  of  capital  can)  and  retain  present  monopoly 
rent,  by  substituting  government  for  private  monopoly  of  natural 
resources.  This  is  the  most  contemptible  proposition  ever  made  by 
any  one  assuming  the  role  of  a reformer — a proposition,  I will  do 
Henry  George  the  justice  to  say,  he  would  reject  with  scorn  and  in- 
dignation. 

In  the  August  Magazine  Mr.  Middleton  asserts  that  Earl  Marx’s 
M surplus  value”  theory  errs  in  “ ignoring  too  much  the  few  who  in- 
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vent,  and  the  few  who  plan,  organize,  and  carry  out  productive  en- 
terprises. and  that  is  wnere  they  differ  from  single  taxers.” 

Woula  Mr.  Middleton  kindly  mention  one  industry  now  controlled 
by  capitalists  that  could  not  be  taken  under  collective  control  and 
managed  better,  and  at  one-half  or  one-fourth  of  present  cost?  We 
pay  successful  presidents  of  insurance  companies  $60,000,  or  more, 
per  annum.  What  lor  ? Their  superior  knowledge  of  the  insurance 
business?  Not  a bit  of  it:  but  because  they  can  take  business  away 
from  other  companies.  This  kind  of  “ organizing  ability”  would 
find  no  market  under  nationalism. 

Did  Jay  Gould  earn  his  one  hundred  million  from  his  superior 
knowledge  of  the  railroad  business?  No ! He  had  hundreds  of  men 
in  his  employ  who  had  forgotten  more  regarding  the  legitimate 
business  of  railroading  than  he  ever  knew.  But  as  a railroad 
wrecker  he  was  a genius,  and  worth  every  cent  he  earned.  But  under 
nationalism  the  occupation  of  the  railroad  wrecker  will,  like  Othel- 
lo’s, be  gone. 

By  the  way,  the  Posmaster  General  has  100,000  employers  under 
his  control.  First-class  men  are  anxious  to  serve  as  head  of  the 
Postoffice  Department,  and  do  so,  at  an  annual  salary  of  $8,000. 
Who  is  willing  to  transfer  the  postoffice  business  to  the  control  of 
private  capitalists  ? 

In  regard  to  inventions : Do  inventors  generally  reap  the  reward 
of  their  labors?  Ask  Edison,  the  most  wonderful  inventor  of  the 
age.  He  declares  his  inventions  have  brought  him  nothing.  The 
superior  u organizing  ability  ” of  capitalists,  who  haven’t  the  brains 
necessary  to  perfect  an  invention,  have  relieved  Mr.  Edison  of  any 
worry  in  the  matter.  He  touches  the  button,  they  do  the  rest.  Be- 
sides, think  of  the  monstrous  doctrine  that  humanity  to  all  eternity 
is  to  reap  no  advantages  from  the  invention  of  labor-saving  machin- 
ery. Consider,  that  any  given  invention  is  the  result  of  the  general 
advance  in  the  sciences,  to  which  thousands  of  unknown  workers 
are  continually  contributing.  For  instance,  the  greatest  invention 
of  the  century — the  electric  telegraph — is  usually  attributed  to  S. 
Morse.  He  reaped  riches  and  renown  from  it,  and  yet  he  was  not 
the  discoverer  of  any  law  of  electricity^  was  not  even  interested  in 
the  subject.  But  he  availed  himself  of  the  patient  labors  of  others, 
and  simply,  by  a little  mechanical  ingenuity,  gave  the  labors  and 
researches  of  others  a commercial  value.  No  one  wants  to  detract 
from  the  merits  of  Morse,  but  the  claim  that  he  would  be  entitled  to 
confiscate  most  of  the  advantage  of  the  telegraph  is  nonsensical. 

One  more  point : Mr.  Middleton  speaks  of  interest  under  certain 
conditions,  as  a “ free  bargain  between  equals,”  and  asks  if,  under 
such  conditions,  “ will  even  he  (Stuart)  dare  to  be  just?  ” 

Let  me  answer  him  by  putting  the  proposition  in  the  shape  a cap- 
italist recently  did  in  a conversation  with  me.  Said  he,  “Take  the 
case  of  a young  farmer  in  Nebraska,  a few  years  ago.  He  had  plenty 
of  range  near  him  on  which  he  could  raise  cattle  profitably,  but  had 
no  capital.  He,  therefore,  mortgaged  his  farm  for  a couple  of  thous- 
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and  dollars,  bought  young  stock,  turned  them  on  the  range,  sold 
them  in  two  or  three  years,  paid  his  mortgage  and  the  interest,  and 
had  a couple  of  thousand  dollars  ahead.  Were  not,”  he  asked,  “ both 

!)arties  to  the  transaction  benefited?  ” My  answer  was,  “ yes,  oertain- 
y.”  The  farmer  had  merely  shifted  the  interest,  like  the  renter  of  a 
valuable  site  does  his  rent,  onto  the  consumer.  In  the  last  analysis, 
all  interest  and  rent  first  appears  in  the  price  of  commodities  and 
products,  they  are  paid  for  by  the  consumer.  Wages  merely  Repre- 
sent what  is  left  after  deducting  rent,  interest  and  profits. 

That  Mr.  Middleton  can  see  this  so  plainly  in  the  case  of  rent  but 
not  in  the  case  of  interest,  is  to  me  utterly  unintelligible.  That  a 
venal  press  and  sycophantic  writers  in  the  interest  of  the  exploiting 
classes  should  defend  usury  and  exploitation  of  labor,  is  not  sur- 
prising; they  make  a living  by  doing  so;  but  that  men  like  Mr. 
Middleton,  who  are  honest  ana  intelligent,  should  not  be  able  to  see 
through  the  sophistries  of  pseudo  economists,  and  are  content  to  be 
the  defenders  of  labor  exploitation,  is  to  me  one  of  the  most  disoour- 

n features  of  the  reform  movement,  and  augurs  ill  for  the  chances 
acting  the  peaceable  change  from  our  present  anarchic  system 
of  private  ownership  of  the  means  and  instruments  of  production. 

I shall  now  indulge  in  a brief  r6sum6  of  the  principal  arguments 
against  the  single  tax,  and  close  by  the  briefest  outline  of  what  I 
consider  the  only  solution  of  the  economic  problem : 

1st.  It  is  a universal  belief  among  single  taxers  that  under  a sin- 
gle tax  regime,  rental  values  of  land  would  constantly  advance  and 
furnish  a continually  increasing  fund  for  public  purposes.  If  this 
be  so,  then  it  must  be  evident  that  security  of  tenure  would  be  en- 
tirely destroyed  under  the  operation  of  a tax  that  would  vary  so 
greatly  with  increase  of  population  or  business.  We  have  seen  land 
values  increase  from  a few  hundreds  of  dollars  to  as  many  millions 
in  a lifetime.  Improvements  suitable  for  a town  of  10,000  inhabit- 
ants would  be  entirely  inadequate  when  the  population  had  increased 
to  forty  or  fifty  thousand.  Such  an  increase  in  population  is  fre- 
quently effected  in  less  than  one  decade.  As  rental  values  would 
increase  regardless  of  the  income  derived  from  the  improvements, 
such  improvements  would  have  to  be  torn  down  or  abandoned,  at 
great  loss  to  the  owners. 

It  is  admitted  that  security  of  tenure  is  absolutely  necessary  to  in- 
sure the  best  use  of  land,  hut  under  such  conditions  of  insecurity 
and  uncertainty  improvements  would  be  discouraged,  and  when 
made,  would  be  of  a cheap  and  temporary  character.  Certainly  no 
poor  man  would  risk  building  a home  in  a growing  town,  lest  increase 
in  rental  values  might  in  a few  years  force  him  to  abandon  his  home. 
In  such  a case  he  would,  of  course,  be  careful  and  select  a new  loca- 
tion outside  the  range  of  possible  improvements  and  increase  of  rent. 

So  undesirable  a condition  was  not  anticipated  by  the  author  of 
“ Progress  and  Poverty.”  His  followers,  however,  urge  that  no  one 
would  be  allowed  to  dispossess  another  without  payment  for  im- 
provements. This  might  mitigate  the  difficulty  in  some  instances, 
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without  effecting  the  general  result.  Rental  values  would  be  effected 
over  larger  areas  than  would  be  required  for  immediate  use  (as  under 
present  conditions),  and  only  here  and  there  might  an  owner  effect 
a sale  before  the  rapid  advance  in  rental  values  would  force  him  to 
move  or  abandon  his  improvements.  This  insecurity  of  tenure 
would  also  destroy  the  value  of  land  and  improvements  as  a basis  of 
security  for  the  advances  of  capital. 

These  objections  are  serious  and  vital,  and  entirely  discredit  the 
single  tax  as  a practical  solution  of  even  the  land  question,  an  im- 
portant, although  not  the  chief,  factor  in  the  economic  problem. 

2d.  The  fallacy  involved  in  the  assumption  that  present  rent 
would,  under  the  operation  of  the  single  tax,  be  transferred  to  the 
state  without  diminution — nay,  would  indeed,  as  single  taxers  claim, 
be  largely  increased  in  amount.  This  assumption  is  based  on  the 
fallacy  that  present  rent  is  economic  rent,  whereas,  it  is  rent  due  to 
monopoly.  The  effect,  however,  of  the  single  tax  would  be  to  en- 
tirely abolish  monopoly  rent.  All  land,  both  urban  and  agricultur- 
al not  needed  for  immediate  use,  would  be  abandoned  from  inability 
ot  the  owner  to  pay  the  tax  thereon,  with  the  obvious  result,  that  as. 
we  have  an  hundred  times  more  land  than  we  have  use  for,  or  can 
possibly  use  during  the  next  century,  and  as  all  unused  land  would 
do  thrown  on  the  market  for  what  it  would  bring;  that  rental  values 
would  enormously  decrease  to  at  least  one-fourth,  and  probably  one- 
tenth  that  obtained  under  the  present  system  or  private  monopoly 
of  land. 

The  fact  is,  as  a scheme  for  absorbing  the  largest  possible  tax  from 
land,  our  present  system  is,  perhaps,  the  best  that  could  be  devised. 
It  permits  the  practical  monopolization  of  the  entire  continent,  upon 
which  the  owners  pay  taxes,  much  of  which  will  not  be  in  use  witnin 
the  next  century.  The  adoption  of  the  single  tax  would  throw  90 
per  cent^  of  this  land  on  the  market,  from  which  no  tax  would  be 
derived.  The  remaining  10  per  cent,  would  not  probably  pay  one- 
fourth  of  present  rent.  So  that  the  term  “single  tax,”  as  implying 
its  sufficiency  for  all  the  purposes  of  revenue,  is  a misnomer  ana  ab- 
surd,' and  exhibits  in  a striking  manner  the  shallowness  of  the  Geor- 
gian philosophy. 

Of  this  effect  on  rental  values  that  would  inevitably  follow  the 
adoption  of  the  single  tax,  George  shows  not  the  slightest  conception 
in  “Progress  and  Poverty,”  nor  can  it  be  found  in  the  writings  or 
speeches  of  any  other  single  taxer  up  to  three  or  four  years  ago, 
when,  I believe,  the  writer  first  pointed  out  this  singular  economic 
fallacy. 

3d.  We  have  seen  that  the  single  tax  theory  is  founded  on  the 
belief  that  all  suiplus  wealth  is  directly  or  indirectly  absorbed  by 
rent,  the  result  of  the  present  monopoly  of  land,  and  that  the  sover- 
eign remedy  that  George  proposes,  “which  will  raise  wages,  increase 1 
earnings  of  capital,  extirpate  pauperism,  abolish  poverty,  give  remu- 
nerative employment  to  whoever  wishes  it,  afford  free  scope  to  hu- 
man progress,  lessen  crime,  elevate  morals,  taste  and  intelligence, 
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purify  government,  and  carry  civilization  to  yet  nobler  heights,  is— 
to  appropriate  rent  by  taxation .” 

We  have  thoroughly  exposed  this  fallacy  by  showing  that  under 
the  present  conditions  of  the  concentration  oi  wealth  in  production, 
mere  access  to  natural  resources  would  be  only  a mockery  to  the 
man  without  capital.  We  have  auoted  Hon.  D.  A.  Wells  to  show  the 
results  of  bonanza  farming  in  reducing  the  cost  of  production ; that 
wheat  and  staple  cereals  can  be  produced  at  about  one-third  the  cost 
of  the  small  farm.  We  have  in  this  state  the  steam  plows,  that  plow 
the  land  at  a cost  of  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Combined  headers 
and  reapers  costing  $7,000,  that  cut,  thresh  and  sack  the  grain  at  a 
cost  of  three  or  four  cents  per  sack.  We  raise  beans  in  little  patches 
of  from  two  to  five  thousand  acres,  the  work  mostly  done  by  ma- 
chinery. Horticulture  is  also  rapidly  falling  under  the  domain  of 
the  capitalist  method  of  production.  Orange  groves  of  a few  acres 
are  rapidly  giving  place  to  those  of  from  one  to  five  hundred  acres. 
We  have  already  a fruit  farm  of  1,600  acres  that  gives  employment 
at  certain  seasons,  to  1,000  laborers.  A potato  planting  machine  re- 
.cently  invented,  will  soon  take  the  production  of  that  staple  veg- 
etable out  of  the  hands  of  the  small  farmer.  Experience  is  showing 
that  the  same  economics  of  production  on  a large  scale  is  as  possible 
and  profitable  in  agriculture  and  horticulture  as  in  other  forms  of 
industry,  and  that  it  is  only  a question  of  a few  years  before  our 
present  system  of  small  farming  will  become  as  obsolete  as  the  hand 
looms,  the  stage  coach,  and  the  tallow  dip.  We  have  pointed  to  the 
abandoned  farms  of  New  England  as  an  illustration  of  the  mockery 
of  “ free  access  to  natural  opportunities.”  The  Homestead  strikers 
did  not  seem  to  be  much  impressed  with  the  advantages  of  the  prac- 
tically single  tax  conditions  that  surrounded  them.  No:  they  pre- 
ferred the  terms  of  H.  C.  Frick  to  starving  on  the  free  lands  near 
them. 

Manufacturing  industries  are  already  monopolized  by  capitalists. 
He  who  can  not  see  the  trend  of  all  other  forms  of  production  in 
the  same  direction  is  either  blinded  by  prejudice  or  lacks  ordinary  in- 
telligence. The  trust  and  the  bonanza  farm  are  here  to  stay,  and 
the  only  question  for  us  to  decide  is,  whether  we  are  willing  that 
form  of  production  shall  inure  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  a few 
capitalists,  or  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  nation.  Certain  it  is,  that 
under  existing  conditions  of  production,  to  offer  men  without  cap- 
ital (and  that  class  composes  95  per  cent,  of  the  population)  “free 
access  to  natural  resources”  as  a solution  of  the  economic  problem, 
shows  an  ignorance  of  recent  economic  changes  as  deplorable  as  it  is 
discreditable.  Nor  can  it  any  longer  be  urged  that  trusts  are  the  re- 
sult of  protection.  The  Standard  Oil  Co.,  the  Big  4 meat  combine, 
the  Cotton  Seed  Oil  Co.,  the  Sugar  Trust,  and  a score  of  others,  are 
neither  the  result  of  our  fiscal  policy  nor  due  to  the  control  of  natural 
resources.  Their  appearance  simply  proclaims  the  death  of  indi- 
vidual competition.  They  suggest  the  coming  National  Trust,  in 
which  the  citizens  of  the  nation  shall  be  equal  share  holders. 
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4th.  In  the  analysis  of  the  origin  of  capital  and  interest  we  have 
adopted  the  dictum  of  Adam  Smith,  that  wealth,  economically  con- 
sidered, is  the  product  of  labor  exclusively.  This  theory  was  en- 
dorsed and  more  firmly  established  by  Ricardo.  Therefore,  labor 
ha a a just  claim  to  the  whole  product,  or  its  value.  But  under  our 
system  of  capitalist  production  the  laborer  receives  only  a part  of 
the  product  as  wages,  the  remainder  and  largest  portion  going  as 
rent  of  land  and  interest  on  capital.  Rent  and  interest  owe  their 
existence  to  the  fact  that  under  our  system  of  minute  subdivision  of 
labor,  labor  is  able  to  produce  a surplus  over  the  amount  necessary 
for  subsistence.  This  surplus  the  land  owner  and  capitalist  are  able 
to  appropriate,  through  the  private  ownership  of  the  means  and  in- 
struments of  production — land  and  capital. 

Therefore,  it  is  inevitable  that  under  a system  whereby  the  mod- 
ern tools  of  production  are  in  the  possession  of  a small  class,  and 
that  the  immense  body  of  workers,  having  nothing  but  their  labor 
power  to  sell,  must  sell  it  under  desperate  competition  with  their 
fellow-workers  or  starve.  Hence,  the  cost  of  the  production  of 
wealth  is,  under  present  conditions,  merely  the  cost  of  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  laborer.  Labor,  the  producer  of  all  wealth,  itself  becomes 
a commodity.  The  laborer  makes  the  tools  that  produce  wealth, 
which,  in  the  hands  of  the  capitalist,  are  the  means  of  binding  him 
more  firmly  to  the  system  that  degrades  him  to  the  condition  of  an 
appendage  to  a machine^  distorts  the  conditions  under  which  he 
works,  and  often  in  the  bitter  struggle  for  existence  drags  not  only 
himself  but  also  his  wife  and  children  under  the  cruel  wheel  of  the 
juggernaut  of  capital. 

The  capitalist,  as  such,  no  more  produces  capital  than  the  land 
owner  does  the  land.  Rent  and  interest  are  the  result  of  the  private 
ownership  of  the  means  of  production.  Capital  is  merely  accumu- 
lated unpaid  labor.  All  rent  and  interest  represent,  therefore,  ex- 
ploitation of  labor,  which,  under  the  “Iron  law”  of  wages,  continu- 
ally increases  with  the  productivity  of  labor,  i . <e.}  every  invention 
of  labor  saving  machinery  increases  the  proauction  of  wealth,  while 
at  the  same  time  it  makes  the  capitalist  more  independent  of  the 
laborer,  and  enables  the  capitalist  to  reduce  the  laborer  to  a lower 
standard  of  living,  through  the  constantly  fiercer  competition  for 
work  among  the  unemployed. 

Finally,  we  have  seen  that  nothing  the  single  tax  offers  will  re- 
deem us  from  this  bondage  to  capital.  We  have  shown  that  under 
that  system  all  rent  of  land  above  the  “margin  of  cultivation  ” or 
land  of  no  rental  value,  would  be  confiscated  by  the  state,  while  all 
the  advantages  of  labor  saving  machinery  would  continue  to  be 
confiscated  by  the  capitalist  as  the  “just  return,”  as  George  puts  it, 
for  the  use  of  their  capital.  Labor  would,  under  such  conditions,  be 
forced  to  produce,  as  now,  for  a bare  subsistence.  The  “Iron  law  ” 
of  wages  would  still  operate.  Under  the  brutal  law  of  competition, 
wages  would  still  continue  to  tend  to  the  minimum  upon  which  the 
laborer  would  consent  to  reproduce  more  wealth. 
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I have  now  concluded  my  criticism  of  the  single  tax  theory.  If 
my  criticisms  and  arguments  are  sound,  we  are  led  to  the  logical 
conclusions,  that  the  making  of  land  common  property,  while  an 
important  and  necessary  step  in  economic  reform,  would  of  itself, 
under  present  economic  conditions,  not  solve  the  problem.  We  must 
substitute  collective  for  private  ownership  of  botn  land  and  capital. 
The  people,  collectively,  and  not  merely  the  small  capitalist  class, 
must  control  all  the  means  and  instruments  for  the  production  and 
distribution  of  Wealth. 


But  we  advocate  no  violent  or  unjust  means  to  attain  our  ends. 
We  expect  to  accomplish  our  purposes  under  a republican  form  of 
government,  and  by  lawful  and  constitutional  methods.  Nor  do  we 
advocate  any  hasty  or  ill  considered  measures.  We  make  no  war  on 
individuals  who  have  lawfully  accumulated  fortunes  by  carrying  to 
a logical  end  the  false  principles  upon  which  business  is  now  based. 
But  we  condemn  the  system  which  permits  such  inequalities  of 
wealth.  We  denounce  the  principle  of  competition  as  simply  the 
application  of  the  brutal  law  of  the  survival  of— not  the  fittest,  but 
the  strdngest,  most  cunning,  and  most  unscrupulous.  We  hold  that 
our  struggle  should  be  against  the  forces  of  nature,  and  not  against 
each  other.  Confident  that  under  a system  of  fraternal  co-operation 
there  will  be  plenty  for  all,  and  humanity  freed  from  the  bitter 
struggle  for  the  means  of  satisfying  a mere  animal  existence,  will 
rise  to  grander  and  nobler  heights  of  intellectual  and  moral  develop- 
ment. 

There  is  a constantly  widening  concensus  of  opinion  that  the  in- 
evitable outcome  of  democracy  must  be  the  control  by  the  people 
themselves,  not  only  of  their  political  system,  but  of  their  industnal 
organization  as  well.  The  monarchical  idea  was  that  the  people 
should  allow  a king  and  an  aristocratic  class  to  govern  them.  We 
have  abandoned  that  idea  in  political  aftairs,  but  follow  the  old  pa- 
ternal system  in  industrial  matters  by  permitting  an  aristocracy  of 
wealth  to  control  our  industrisl  system  for  their  exclusive  advan- 
tage. Not  paternalism,  but  /rafema&m,  is  our  shibboleth. 

We  must,  therefore,  adopt  the  democratic  principle  in  our  indus- 
trial system — must  adopt  organized  co-operation  for  the  competitive 
struggle,  and  the  consequent  recovery  in  the  only  possible  way  of 
what  J.  S.  Mill,  quoting  Fourqeray.  calls  “the  enbrmous  share  which 
the  possessors  of  the  instruments  or  industry  are  able  to  take  from 
the  producers,” 

Edward  Bellamy  well  says: 


The  exercise  of  irresponsible  power,  by  whatever  means,  is  tyranny,  and 
should  not  be  tolerated.  The  power  which  men  irresponsibly  exercise  for 
their  private  ends,  over  individuals  and  communities,  through  superior  wealth, 
is  essentially  tyrannous,  and  as  inconsistent  with  democratic  principle  and  as 
offensive  to  self-respecting  men  as  any  form  of  political  tyranny  that  was  ever 
endured.  As  political  equality  is  the  remedy  for  poUtical  tyranny,  so  is  eco- 
nomic equaUty  the  only  way  of  putting  an  end  to  the  economic  tyranny  exer- 
cised by  the  few  over  the  many  through  superiority  of  wealth.  The  industrial 
system  of  a nation,  like  its  political  system,  should  be  a government  of  the 
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people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people!  Until  economic  equality  shall  give  a 
basis  to  political  equality,  the  latter  is  but  a sham. 

Even  Henry  George  admits  that  the  socialist  ideal  is  a noble  one, 
and  in  his  opinion  not  impossible  of  realization. 

Seeing,  then,  that  the  present  concentration  of  wealth,  if  uninter- 
rupted, must  end  in  the  establishment  of  an  insolent  and  brutal 
plutocracy,  supported  by  a nation  of  slaves,  why  should  not  all  re- 
formers unite  m forming  the  co-operative  commonwealth?  the  na- 
tionalization of  all  industry  and  tne  promotion  of  the  brotherhood 
of  man? 


THE  SOLIDARITY  OF  ALL  REFORMS. 


BY  JOg£  GR08. 

No.  5. 

[Concluded.] 

In  this  article  we  propose  to  outline  the  simple  processes  by 
which  the  people  can  estimate  and  recover  the  land  values  ab- 
sorbed by  franchise  corporations,  and  even  by  all  the  others^  if 
necessary,  to  stop  certain  industrial  monopolies.  Every  corporation 
is,  after  all,  the  creation  of  human  law,  exists  because  of  certain 
privileges  given  by  law,  and  can  and  should  be  cancelled  by  other 
laws,  by  laws  asserting  equal  rights  to  all.  No  especial  privileges 
have  the  right  to  exist  under  a God-like  civilization,  as  tne  single 
tax  would  produce,  if  properly  codified . Please  don’t  forget  the  last 
three  woras,  socialistic  friends.  It  will  considerably  help  your 
mental  digestion.  It  will  save  you  from  useless  mental  combinations. 
It  will  simplify  your  future  articles  and  make  them  far  more  in- 
structive, far  more  useful  to  the  healthy  social  status  that  we  all 
want  to  work  for,  that  we  all  crave  for,  because  we  all  hate  our 
present  industrial  iniquities. 

Before  we  commence  the  proposed  job  we  desire  to  spend  a few 
moments  in  demolishing  one  of  those  fearful  paper  citadels  that  our 
critics  are  apt  to  build  up  in  order  to  frighten  themselves  or  some- 
body else  out  of  their  wita  in  the  science  of  economics. 

We  are  told  that  with  the  immense  quantities  of  vacant  land 
thrown  into  the  market  by  the  single  tax,  land  rents  would  be  well 
nigh  annihilated.  Confidentially  it  has  been  stated  to  us  that  piles 
of  single  taxers,  with  tears  in  their  eyes — they  are  most  of  them  a 
sorrowful  set — have,  in  their  moments  of  despair,  thrown  them- 
selves on  their  knees  at  the  feet  of  Mr.  Henry  George,  and  have 
even  kissed  his  boots,  asking  him  to  solve  the  above  problem,  and 
Mr.  George,  cold-hearted  as  he  is,  has  refused  to  give  an  answer. 
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How  dreadful ! Of  course  most  people,  those  who  don’t  live  in  the 
woods  or  in  their  dreams,  know  that  brother  George  has  satisfactor- 
ily answered  every  question,  except,  perhaps,  any  one  too  stupid  to 
be  worth  while  answering. 

The  above  problem  is  fully  explained  in  the  Locomotive  Fire- 
men’s Magazine  for  August,  1891.  See  article  captioned  “ Labor  in 
Society  and  in  the  Wilderness.” 

Any  man  willing  to  use  his  brains  a little  can  answer  to  himself 
that  fearful  question  which  George  has  never  seen  fit  to  answer,  ac- 
cording to  some  of  our  phantastic  socialistic  friends,  with  more  im- 
agination than  it  is  gooa  for  any  of  us  to  have.  Now,  let  us  go  for 
a short  answer.  For  every  1,000  lots  or  plots  of  land  that  the  single 
tax  would  throw  into  the  market  in  and  around  every  center  of 
population,  or  fragment  thereof,  100  lots,  or  even  less,  would  be  far 
superior  to  the  rest,  at  any  given  date  or  period.  Superior  for 
residential  purposes,  superior  in  sanitary  conditions,  or  because  sub- 
ject to  higher  profits  in  this  or  that  occupation.  And  it  is  on  these 
100  lots  or  less,  out  of  every  1,000  or  more,  on  which  competition 
would  center  itself,  as  a matter  of  course.  It  would  pay  far  better 
to  take  those  100  lots  at  an  average  rental  of,  say  $100,  than  any  of 
the  other  900  at  an  average  rental  of  $10.  Even  with  the  hieher 
rent  anybody  would  clear  $1, 200  in  the  choice  100  lots  better  tnan 
$1,000  in  the  poorer  lots,  because  further  from  the  business  center, 
from  schools,  churches,  bays,  good  roads,  good  water,  public  parks, 
theatres,  libraries,  etc.,  etc.  It  is  too  baa  to  have  to  descend  to  the 
explanation  of  such  simple  phenomena,  and  all  because  some  men 
are  more  fond  of  dreams  than  realities,  or  don’t  stop  to  think  be- 
fore they  talk  or  write. 

Now,  let  us  see  how  the  people  could  take  back  the  land  values  of 
all  corporations.  We  shall  commence  with  railroads.  According 
to  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Committee  the  capital  of  our  railroads 
was  $9,829,000,000  for  168,000  miles,  on  June  30,  1891.  One  year 
after,  the  Poor’s  Manual,  the  organ  of  our  railroads,  says  their 
capital  was  $10,765,000,000  for  170,000  miles.  Call  it  10J  billions. 
According  to  Mr.  H.  V.  Poor,  no  better  authority  on  the  subject,  the 
real  value  of  our  railroads  in  1891  was  not  over  $30,000  per  mile,  at 
a high  estimate.  That  includes  over  $4,000  per  mile  in  right  of 
way,  original  land  value,  and  rents  and  interest  income.  It  also  in- 
cludes $4,600  per  mile  for  earth-work  and  rock-cutting,  an  expense 
which  only  taxes  place  in  mountain  sections.  Besides,  even  rock- 
cutting  and  earth-work  become  land  value  at  the  end  of  20  years 
by  ethics,  because  of  a permanent  land  feature  fully  paid  for 
through  20  years  interest.  Our  critics  imagine  that  we  single  taxers 
don’t  understand  our  business.  They  act  as  if  an  old  minister,  who 
has  spent  his  life  in  bible  study,  wanted  to  teach  an  old  shoemaker 
how  to  make  shoes. 

Taken  all  in  all,  $24,000  per  mile  more  than  fully  covers  to-day 
the  cost  of  the  170,000  miles  of  railroad  in  question.  We  have 
then  4 billions  as  total  labor  cost.  We  have  6£  billions  land  value. 
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franchise  value,  belonging  to  the  said  organization,  in  ethics.  Call 
it  6 billions,  at  5 per  cent..  $300,000,000  annual  land  value.  About 
half  of  that  would  run  tne  National  Government,  without  army, 
navy  and  pensions.  A God-like  civilization  would  not  need  any 
such  expenses.  Nobody  would  even  care  for  any  government  pen- 
sion when  everybody  could  make  the  equivalent  of  from  $15.00  to 
$30.00  a day,  with  but  enjoyable  labor. 

The  other  $160,000,000  annual  railroad  land  values  could  be  ap- 
plied to  the  gradual  cancellation  of  the  4 billions  railroad  labor  cost. 
To  that  we  could  add  an  annual  issue  of  $150,000,000  in  government 
notes,  to  be  also  applied  to  such  cancellation.  Tne  people  could,  in 
that  way,  become  in  14  years  the  absolute  owners  of  our  railroad 
system  of  to-day,  when  rates  would  simply  need  to  cover  the  run- 
ning expenses,  and  the  national  government  expenses,  if  we  so 

E referred.  In  that  case  the  local  and  state  expenses  would  be  faced 
y the  local  land  values,  and  the  surplus  could  be  applied  to  the 
cancellation  of  the  labor  cost  of  all  local  franchise  corporations. 
The  annual  franchise,  land  value  of  local  corporations,  would,  of 
course,  form  part  of  the  local  tax  fund — local  single  tax. 

If  the  railroads  or  any  other  franchise  corporations  dared  to  in- 
crease rates  with  which  to  meet  their  respective  single  tax,  that 
would  cancel  their  charters,  because  defying  the  law  of  the  land. 
The  people  would  then  at  once  take  possession  of  their  respective 
concerns  by  simply  converting  into  5 per  cent,  government  bonds 
that  portion  of  corporate  securities  representing  labor  cost,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  gradual  cancellation  above  indicated. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  case  with  the  railroads.  The  government 
could  issue  4 billions  of  such  bonds,  3 of  them  to  make  up  for  the 
5 billions  railroad  bonds  and  1 billion  to  make  up  for  the  5 billions 
railroad  stocks,  on  the  supposition  that  the  former  are  entitled  to  a 
larger  share  of  real  value  than  the  latter.  Then,  in  some  cases, 
railroad  bonds  may  embody  investments  from  the  relatively  poor, 
widows,  orphans,  etc. 

It  is  estimated  by  experts,  including  Mr.  C.  Wood  Davis,  so  well 
known  on  the  subject,  that  under  government  control  the  railroad 
expenses  would  at  least  be  $160,000,000  lees  than  to-day,  from  the 
suppression  of  monopoly  salaries,  litigation,  free  passes,  etc.  Add 
to  that  the  stopping  of  discriminations  in  favor  of  big  concerns,  and 
no  doubt  $200,000,000  could  be  saved,  and  by  that  could  we  all  at 
once  reduce  transportation  rates,  besides  meeting  our  national 
government  expenses,  as  indicated. 

The  Australian  railroads,  under  government  control,  charge  but 
$6.50  for  1,000  mile  passenger  tickets  against  about  $30.00  in  our 
country.  That  more  than  corroborates  all  the  above  in  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  absolute  government  control,  if  we  con- 
sider it  desirable  or  needed. 

The  question  is  now  how  to  reach  monopolistic  combinations  like 
that  arising  from  the  pipe  lines  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company. 
Such  pipe  lines  could  be  consolidated  with  the  railroads.  The  pipe 
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lines  are  transportation  by  a natural  force,  that  of  gravitation, 
which  belongs  to  the  social  compact.  Suppose  that  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  saves  one-eighth  of  one  cent  per  gallon  on,  say,  2£ 
billions  of  gallons  in  annual  transportation  by  that  natural  force 
over  that  of  steam.  There  we  have  3 millions  annual  land  val- 
ues from  that  source  alone  attached  to  those  happy  pipe  lines.  Let 
the  company  pay  that  to  the  rightful  owner — society — or  let  the 
people  take  possession  of  the  pipe  lines  by  simply  paying  5 per 
cent,  interest  on  their  labor  cost,  and  there  is  the  end  of  tnat  mo- 
nopoly, if  it  had  not  ended  before,  from  the  fact  that,  unable  to  hold 
vacant  oil  lands,  500  companies  would,  no  doubt,  sing  Hail  Colum- 
bia to  our  brethren  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company. 

The  great  curiosity  among  some  of  our  American  socialists  is, 
that  they  repudiate  the  best  conceptions  of  their  German  leaders, 
some  of  whom  at  least  accept  taxation  on  land  values  as  one  of  the 
elements  with  which  to  improve  social  conditions.  Why  should 
American  socialists  be  less  broad-minded  than  the  best  in  Germany? 

All  our  past  and  present  evils  arise  from  socialism  by  20  or  30  per 
cent.  The  absurdity  of  trying  to  cure  such  evils  through  socialism 
by  100  per  cent,  state  socialism ! The  State  has  always  trangressed 
the  law  of  equal  rights  by  especial  privileges  to  some.  Wnether 
that  is  done  by  hereditary  monarchs  or  by  500  elected  monarch- 
legislators,  the  result  is  equally  bad.  We  have  always  had  govern- 
ment by,  say,  500  wheels.  State  socialism  means  government  by, 
say,  500  wheels.  All  we  need  is  government  with  about  2 wheels/ 

First.  Righteousness  in  the  tax  fund  and  its  distribution. 

Second.  Righteousness  in  the  monetary  system,  since  money  is 
the  expression  of  values  as  language  is  the  expression  of  thought. 

The  writer  of  one  says : “ Down  with  all  plutocracies,”  even  the 
elected  one  of  500,000  captains  of  industry,  as  state  socialism  would 
mean  to-morrow  in  this  nation  of  ours.  Every  man  should  be  his 
own  captain  of  industry  if  he  so  prefers.  Nothing  short  of  that 
will  ever  do. 

Ah,  ye  reformers  with  little  faith,  forever  trying  fcto  reform  after 
the  manner  of  men,  and  never  after  that  of  God;  always  in 
search  of  complexities,  and  never  after  the  beauty  of  simplicity: 
constantly  along  the  line  of  the  greater  resistance,  and  seldom  if 
ever  along  that  of  least  resistance!  And  the  latter  is  the  line  of 
nature,  the  line  of  God  in  the  cosmos  and  in  history.  And  simplic- 
ity is  the  symbol  of  the  eternal  and  divine,  while  complexities  are 
the  incarnation  of  the  human,  and  perishable. 

Let  all  individuals  have  the  full  equivalent  of  all  exertions  in  all 
honest  occupations.  Give  to  society  what  is  exclusively  the  product 
of  social  growth,  the  annual  land  values  that  the  presence  of  popu- 
lation may  evolve.  Let  government  do  nothing  oeyond  enforcing 
the  law  oi  equal  rights  to  all,  as  ordained  by  the  direct  voice  of  the 
workers  who  alone  make  nations  possible,  from  whom  alone  all 
wealth  comes,  and  let  your  minds  rest  in  peace  with  God  about  re- 
sults. That  which  is  right  and  equitable  cannot  fail  to  be  good 
for  all. 
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“ Seek  ye  first  God’s  kingdom  and  his  righteousness,  and  all  these 
things  shall  be  given  unto  you.”  All  your  healthy  aspirations  shall 
be  satisfied,  whether  you  be  socialists  by  20, 50  or  100  per  cent.,  indi- 
viduals pure  and  simple,  or  a combination  of  both  elements,  all  of 
you  shall  then  have  your  full  measure  of  joy,  on  earth  first,  in  heaven 
later  on. 

In  my  August  article  I stated  that,  according  to  a certain  critic, 
the  single  tax  would  confiscate  $6fi00fl00ft00  per  annum  from  the 
95  per  cent,  and  for  the  benefit  of  5 per  cent.,  that  being  the  differ- 
ence between  the  lowest  average  earnings  per  family  group  of  many 
workers  and  the  total  average  annual  net  product  oi  labor.  The  said 
critic,  in  the  September  number,  says  that  the  figure  we  mentioned 
was  60  billions.  On  that  he  finds  room  for  a great  deal  of  funny 
rhetoric.  Our  dear  readers  will  easily  see  that  that  rhetoric  is  funny 
indeed,  as  it  shows  the  funny  mental  disturbance  of  the  mind  in 
question.  It  is  but  one  in  many  distorted  quotations.  We  forgive 
him,  because  he  is  a dear  friend  of  ours. 


MARGUERITE. 

A Historical  and  Philosophical  Bomance . 


BY  MARIE  LOUISE. 


CHAPTER  IV. — The  Baptism. 

The  village  church  bell  was  chiming  merrily  and  the  villagers 
were  slowly  congregating  inside  the  sacked  edifice  to  witness  the 
christening  ceremony. 

The  priest,  a man  of  about  fifty,  was  giving  to  a young  chorister 
the  last  instructions  for  the  arrangement  of  seats  and  paraphernalia 
connected  with  a Roman  Catholic  christening. 

The  eyes  of  the  priest  were,  ever  and  anon,  turned  towards  the 
entrance  of  the  church,  and  seemed  to  search  in  the  crowd  for  some 
one  especially. 

At  three  o’clock  sharp,  the  stately  form  of  Madame  Ferrier  ap- 
peared under  the  portals,  and,  as  she  gracefully  bowed  right  and  left 
to  the  assembled  villagers,  the  gaze  of  every  one  seemed  drawn 
towards  her.  Some  expressed  ill-will,  some  affection,  and  some 
again  respectful  admiration.  All  were  strongly  affected  by  her 
presence.  Having  saluted  the  assembled  villagers,  she  walked 
towards  the  aisle  of  the  church  where  the  priest  stood  by  the  side  of 
the  “ baptismal  fount.” 
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“ Good  day,  M.  le  Cure,”  she  said.  “ Am  I too  soon  for  the  cere- 
mony ? ” 

“ Not  at  all,  Marie  Louise.  I am  glad  to  see  you.  You  can  never 
come  too  soon  for  a little  friendly  chat,  can  you  ? ” 

“We  are  here  to  perform  a religious  ceremony,  Monsieur  le  Cui6; 
it  is  hardly  the  time  for  a chat.” 

The  priest  looked  at  Madame  Ferrier.  His  eyes,  on  meeting  here, 
filled  with  a burning  expression.  A thrill  ran  through  his  frame, 
and  in  a tremulous  voice  he  replied  : 

“ Marie  Louise ! Yours  is  the  voice  of  a queen  ; it  is  welcome  at 
all  times  and  in  all  places,  even  in  the  abode  of  God.  When  God 
created  you  he  produced  a master-piece,  of  which  he  is  proud ! How 
could  I,  His  humble  servant,  he  indifferent  to  his  great  work  ? ” 

“ Monsieur  le  Cur6,  you  flatter  me.  I am  but  a feeble  mortal, 
imperfect  on  many  points.  My  only  redeeming  feature  is  my  love 
for  truth.  Many  times  I have  merited  your  apostolic  auger,  for  I 
have  questioned  all  your  teachings  and  challenged  all  the  religious 
dogmas.  In  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  church  I have  de- 
served everlasting  punishment.  Yet,  you  have  always  been  in- 
dulgent towards  me  and  charitable.  You  have  never  hurled  an- 
athemas at  my  inquisitive  mind,  but  quite  the  contrary,  you  have 
always  sent  me  away  with  your  blessing  and  the  absolution  of  my 
sins.” 

“ Marie  Louise,”  replied  the  priest,  “ Can  a minister  of  God  curse 
that  which  is  divine  ? ” 

“ Thanks,  father ! ” exclaimed  the  lady,  seizing  his  extended  hand 
and  pressing  it  ardently.  Her  eyes  met  his  in  close  spiritual  com- 
munion, their  souls  blended.  “Yes,  father,”  continued  Madame 
Ferrier,  “ Man  is  divine  and  truth  is  eternal.” 

At  that  moment  a tall,  slender  man  advanced  towards  the  priest 
and  waited  to  be  recognized.  He  wore  the  blue'  blouse  af  the  French 
peasantry ; in  his  hand  he  held  a silk  hat,  extremely  high  in  the 
crown,  such  as  were  made  and  worn  thirty  years  previously.  The 
man’s  face  expressed  neither  intellect  nor  refinement,  but  it  suggested 
cunning,  tempered  with  benevolence.  His  thinking  power  might 
have  been  great,  but  it  constantly  revolved  within  the  same  circle. 

“ Good  day,  Monsieure  le  Cur6,”  he  said. 

“ Good  day,  Jean  Claude.  You  are  to  be  co-sponser  with  Madame 
Ferrier,  I understand.” 

“Yes.  Monsieure  le  Cur6,”  he  answered,  fumbling  with  his  hat 
and  looking  bashful. 

“ The  baby’s  name  is  Marie  Marguerite,  is  it  not  ? ” inquired  the 
CurA 

“ Oui,  Monsieur,”  answered  Madame  Ferrier.  “She  is  called  after 
me  and  after  the  flower  of  which  her  mother  is  so  fond.” 

“ Oh.  to  be  sure,”  remarked  the  priest,  “ Madame  Duval  is  very 
fond  or  daisies ; she  often  told  me  so,” 

The  noise  of  many  footsteps  entering  the  church  informed  the  trio 
that  the  child  had  arrived  to  receive  the  holy  initiation  through 
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baptism.  Leon  Duval  handed  the  baby  to  Madame  Ferrier,  and  the 
priest  opened  the  proceedings  by  making  the  sign  of  the  cross. 
Then,  out  of  his  breviary,  he  read  the  latin  invocations  and  declar- 
ations of  faith  reauired  for  the  performance  of  the  rite,  such  as 
“ Credo  in  Deo,”  “Pater  Noster,”  “ Ave  Maria  Gratia,”  and  other  de- 
votional exercises  pre-arraDged  for  the  recital  of  the  faithful.  This 
done,  he  called  upon  the  Godmother  and  Godfather  to  swear  that 
they  would  instruct  the  child  in  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  and  be 
responsible  for  her  conduct  until  she  attained  her  spiritual  majority 
(ten  or  twelve  years)  when  she  would  relieve  them  of  their  responsi- 
bility by  personally  confirming  and  renewing  the  vows  made  by 
them  at  her  baptism. 

The  ceremony  was  conducted  with  much  eclat.  Choristers  in  full 
uniform  of  white  lace  skirts  responded  to  the  “ litanies.”  At  the 
close,  the  priest  raised  a relic  case  in  which  the  bones  of  some  de- 
parted Saints  were  enclosed,  and  each  person  passed  in  rotation. 
Kissed  the  bones  through  the  enclosing  glass,  ana  dropped  pieces  or 
money  into  the  silver  plate  close  by. 

The  villagers  then  rose  to  depart,  dipping  their  fingers  in  the 
basin  of  holy  water  by  the  door,  crossed  themselves,  and  turning 
around,  bowed  low  to  the  grand  alter,  then  they  marched  out  of  the 
church  and  clustered  near  the  portals  to  take  a critical  survey  of 
the  baptismal  party  as  they  passed  out. 

Saia  an  elderly  lady  : “ What  do  you  think  of  this  ceremony  ? 
Was  it  not  rather  brilliant  for  a poor  man  like  Le6n  Duval  ? ” 

“ It  was  brilliant,”  said  a man  in  the  company,  “ but  if  Le6n 
Duval  is  poor,  Madame  Ferrier  is  rich,  and  as  likely  as  not  she  is 
paying  for  all  that  display.” 

“ She  likes  display,  anyhow,”  added  a middle-aged  woman,  with  a 
sarcastic  grin  onlierthm,  quivering  lips.  “She  is  as  proud  as  a 
queen,  altnough,  God  knows,  she  has  little  reason  to  be  so  haughty.” 
“ Haughty,  you  say,”  remarked  an  old  man  in  the  crowd.  “ She 
is  not  so  any  longer.  You  should  have  seen  her  during  the  life  of 
her  first  husband,  then  you  could  have  said  she  was  haughty.  But 
since  she  married  that  man,  Besson,  her  high  spirit  has  considerably 
abated.  I think  she  is  not  happy  with  him.” 

“ She  deserves  to  be  miserable  ” — put  in  another  woman;  “What 
is  pride  ? Is  it  not  the  first  step  towards  destruction?” 

“ It  has  always  surprised  me  ” — said  another,  “ that  she  married 
her  daughter  Clotilde  to  Le6n  Duval,  a poor  shoemaker.” 

“ Madam  Ferrier  is  too  vain  to  have  a farmer  for  son-in-law” — re- 
marked another.  “Tradesmen  catch  her  fancy  as  being  above  the 
plain  laborer.  You  know  that  girls  in  our  time,  believe  they  make 
a great  match  when  they  marry  a shoemaker,  a tailor,  a carpenter,  or 
any  other  mechanic.” 

“It  is  a pity” — sneered  another,  “that  Madame  Ferrier  cannot 
find  some  Lords  in  our  neighborhood  to  marry  her  daughters  to.” 

“ Why ! ” — cried  a man  in  the  crowd,  “ you  have  a great  deal  to 
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say  about  Madame  Ferrier,‘but  who  among  you,  can  impeach  her  up- 
rightness and  intelligence  ? ” 

“ Hallo ! phre  Monn,  is  it  you  ? ” — said  a man, — “ Bravo ! stick  to 
your  friends.” 


CHAPTER  V. — Clotilde. 

Let  us  for  a moment  return  to  Clotilde  Ferrier  Duval  whom  we 
have  left  alone  in  her  cottage.  f 

After  her  baby  girl  had  been  taken  away  to  be  christened,  she  lav 
in  her  bed  motionless  and  absorbed  in  thought.  Her  mother’s  words 
regarding  the  interference  of  law  with  maternal  rights  and  her  hus- 
band’s sharp  retort,  kept  on  ringing  in  her  earn.  Her  imagination 
worked  itself  into  a state  of  fever,  her  brain  seemed  to  be  on  fire  And 
large  drops  of  perspiration  covered  her  forehead.  Prostrated  under 
the  conflict  raging  within  her  she  at  last  turned  her  face  to  the  wall 
and  in  broken  utterances  she  murmured: 

“ I know  it,  the  child  is  its  mother’s  property.  I know  that  my 
baby  girl  is  mine,  mine,  and  no  one  else’s.  Is  not  the  child  linked 
to  its  mother’s  body  by  a tie  which  cannot  be  severed  until  it  has 
attained  maturity  and  drops  out  into  the  world  ? Is  it  any  way 
linked  to  its  father?  Not  at  all!  Whom  does  my  baby  seex  and 
whom  did  she  seek  as  soon  as  she  was  born  ? Me.  me.  ana  me  alone. 
And  they  say  a child  belongs  to  its  mother’s  husfcana  by  law ! * * 
* * by  law ! What  a strange  sound  that  word  law  has  in  my  ear. 
I heard  it  mentioned  many  a time  before  and  it  did  not  seem  to  me 
very  strange.  But  when  they  place  that  thing,  the  law,  in  antago- 
nism with  my  maternal  rights,  its  sound,  the  very  letters  that  ex- 

Eress  it,  make  me  shiver.  What  is  the  law,  anyhow  ? The  French 
iw  is  made  by  Frenchmen.  The  Bible  says  somewhere:  “Man’s 
wisdom  is  folly  in  the  eyes  of  God,”  and  the  wisdom  of  French  law- 
makers is  no  exception,  I am  prepared  to  swear.  * * * * * * 
“ My  baby  belongs  to  Duval  by  law ! — and  does  not  belong  to  me ! 
*****  that  is.  if  it  belongs  to  me,  it  does  so  in  violation  of 
the  law.  Duval  could  legally  snatch  my  little  Marguerite  from  my 
breast,  dispose  of  her  at  his  will,  because  the  law  says  she  is  his 
property,  * * * * not  mine!  Horror,  horror!  Oh  my  brain 
is  bursting ! My  God,  why  did  my  mother  broach  such  a subject  at 
a time  when  my  torn  bosom  and  my  terrible  sufferings  of  yesterday 
so  forcibly  tell  me  that  my  child  is  a portion  of  myself?  * * * 

Can  there  be  another  law  but  that  of  nature,  by  which  woman  may 
become  a mother,  may  subdivide  her  own  being?  Does  man  bring 
children  into  the  world,  does  he  build  up  their  little  frame,  tissue  by 
tissue,  until  they  are  formed  and  matured  for  birth?  No!  a father 
has  no  natural  right  to  own  a child ; if  he  had,  why  should  he  re- 
quire the  help  of  manufactured  law  to  establish  his  claim?  To  de- 
velop and  bring  forth  a child,  woman  does  not  require  the  help  of 
law,  she  performs  that  task  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  her  own 
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being,  even  though  all  fabricated  laws  were  to  the  contrary.  I know 
that  my  baby  gin  is  mine,  with,  or  without  the  permission  of  the 
laws  of  France,  and  when  I have  become  incapable  of  asserting  my 
maternal  rights,  then  let  me  be  wiped  out  of  tnis  world,  let  me  die  I 
Better  death  than  degradation ! ” — cried  the  tortured  mother  in  a 
voice  drowned  in  tears,  and,  as  if  to  shut  out  a painful  vision,  she 
drew  the  bed  sheet  over  her  head  and  sobbed  bitterly. 


CHAPTER  VI.— Arthur  Besson. 

A few  days  after  the  occurrence  of  the  events  related  in  the  pre- 
ceding chapters,  Madame  Ferrier  sat  in  her  parlor,  which  served  also 
as  a dining  room.  She  was  engaged  in  knitting  a woolen  sock.  The 
ball  of  worsted  lay  on  the  floor  by  her  side.  Now  and  then,  from 
under  her  chair,  the  lively  paw  of  a cat  would  come  out,  deal  a 
quick  tap  at  the  ball  and  send  it  reeling  away. 

“ Kitty,  leave  off,”  cried  Madame  Ferrier,  “You  entangle  my 
worsted.” 

Kitty’s  head  peeped  out  of  her  hiding  place,  glanced  at  her  Mis- 
tress with  mischief  in  her  eyes,  gave  an  artful  wink,  and  struck  an- 
other dexterous  blow  at  the  ball  of  yam  which  sent  it  wheeling  to 
the  other  end  of  the  room. 

Madame  Ferrier  looked  at  the  saucy  face  of  the  cat  and  laughed 
outright.  “You  have  a will  of  your  own,  Kitty,  have  not  you? 
Well,  as  you  have  it,  keep  it.  Of  course,  a cat  will  paw  a rolling 
ball,”  said  the  lady,  patting  gently  the  unruly  animal. 

“To  whom  are  you  talking?”  said  a man  who  had  just  entered 
the  room  unobserved.  “ I thought  you  had  some  one  with  you.” 

“ t was  talking  to  the  cat,”  answered  Madame  Ferrier. 

“ It  is  just  like  you,  Marie  Louise— talking  to  a cat  is  a very  fine 
pastime,  I am  sure.  You  will  talk  to  your  cat  and  caress  it,  while 
you  hardly  seem  willing  to  speak  to  me,  much  less  caress  me.” 

“ This  may  be  true,  Besson,”  said  the  lady.  “I  am  not  prepared 
to  deny  the  charge,  neither  am  I prepared  to  discuss  the  pros  and 
cons  of  thq  subject.  You  and  I have  been  estranged  for  a longtime, 
and  for  reasons  which  to  both  of  us  are  very  obvious.  Our  relations 
being  strained,  how  could  we  speak  to  each  other  and  behave  to  one 
another  in  any  other  way  but  that  of  cold  forbearance?  ” 

“You  created  the  position,  madam,”  replied  the  man.  “ I was  al- 
ways willing  to  be  gentle  with  you,  but  you  decided  otherwise.  I 
daresay  that  if  you  could  you  would  hastily  get  a legal  separation 
and  cast  me  away.  Your  indictment  against  me,  however,  does  not 
stand  good  before  the  law.  If  I have  committed  adultery,  as  you 
aay  I have,  did  you  find  me  in  flagrante  delicto  in  your  own  house?  No, 
you  did  not.  Well,  then,  in  such  a case,  when  the  offender  teaman, 
the  law  does  not  hold  it  criminal.  If  I were  a woman,  then  the  of- 
fense would  he  criminal  to  the  highest  degree  and  a valid  reason  for 
obtaining  a legal  separation.  Moi  madame,  oh  c’est  different.  But  you 
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you  are  only  a woman  j your  place  is  to  be  humble  and  submissive, 
not  to  scold  and  upbraid  your  lord  and  master  for  actions  which  the 
law  does  not  deem  serious  enough  to  punish  or  valid  enough  to 

grant  a legal  separation  for.  What  have  you  to  say  to  that,  Madame 
esson  ? ” 

“Oh,  nothing,”  answered  the  lady.  “I  take  no  stock  in  unjust 
laws  which  directly  antagonize  pure  justice.  I am  a law  to  myself, 
and  know  the  depth  of  your  sins  ” 

“ My  sins  I Oh,  how  sanctimonious  you  look  just  now.  If  I were 
as  old  as  you  are  perhaps  I might  not  be  so  subject  to  the  snares  of 
women,  or  if  you  were  as  young  as  I am,  perhaps  I might  not — ” 
“Oh,  stop  your  nonsense,  please  do!  ” broke  in  the  lady.  “ I never 
find  fault  with  what  you  do,  and  I acknowledge  your  right  to  do 
whatever  you  think  is  good  for  yourself;  you  are  the  best  judge  in 
the  matter.” 

“ Correct !”  sneeringly  retorted  the  man.  “Keep  to  your  own 
words  and  we  shall  have  peace.  I am  going  to  Salins  and  shall  not 
return  before  two  or  three  days.  The  servant  is  just  bringing  out 
the  sleigh.  Goodbye,  Madame  Perrier.  God  bless  you,”  said  he, 
with  a bow. 

“The  same  to  you,  M.  Besson,”  said  his  wife,  bowing  to  him  in 
return. 

[To  be  Continued.] 


SHORT  STUDIES  IN  POLITICAL  ECONOMY. 


BY  WILFRED  P.  BORLAND. 

No.  10. 

Rousseau  trulv  said,  “ He  who  first  enclosed  a plot  of  ground  and 
took  it  into  his  nead  to  say  1 this  belongs  to  me,’  and  who  found  peo- 
ple simple  enough  to  believe  him,  was  the  true  founder  of  civil  so- 
ciety.” The  immortal  author  of  our  Declaration  of  Independence, 
in  pursuance  of  his  ideal  of  a civil  society  which  should  be  an  im- 
provement on  those  then  existing,  laid  down  the  principle  that  “the 
earth  belongs  in  usufruct  to  the  living,  the  dead  have  no  right  or 
power  over  it.”  This  principle  Jefferson  labored  hard  to  have  rec- 
ognized in  our  constitution;  but  his  effort  was  of  no  avail,  and,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  we  have  always  enjoyed  greater  political  liberty 
than  any  other  people  on  earth,  our  economic  history  has  been  no 
different  from  that  of  contemporaneous  nations.  In  his  “Labor 
Movement  in  America,”  Professor  Richard  T.  Ely  gives  as  the  reason 
for  the  little  strength  of  the  trade-union  movement  in  the  early  years 
of  our  history  as  a nation,  the  fact  that  our  great  extent  of  prac- 
tically free  land  made  workingmen  independent  and  relieved  them 
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from  the  necessity  of  combining  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  em- 
ployers. Professor  Ely’s  really  valuable  services  to  the  labor  move- 
ment woold  have  been  greatly  enhanced,  if  he  had  pursued  this  line 
of  thought  to  its  logical  termination.  In  the  early  years  of  our  his- 
tory our  public  domain  was  immense  in  extent,  and  the  forces  of 
monopoly  were  not  yet  strong  enough  to  keep  men  away  from  the 
land.  That  fact  gave  us  an  approximation  to  the  free  competition 
of  equal  industrial  units,  thus  making  combinations  unnecessary. 
When  men  are  free  to  accept  or  reject  conditions  at  will  they  need 
not  enter  into  combinations  to  ’protect  their  natural  rights.  And 
they  can  only  be  free  when  their  equal  rights  to  the  soil  are  recog- 
nized and  protected.  The  quintessence  of  the  evil  in  our  present 
economic  system  is  that  it  permits,  and  even  compels  the  wealth 
created  by  some  persons  to  flow  into  the  possession  of  others,  with- 
out those  others  having  rendered  an  equivalent  for  it.  All  wealth 
is  the  product  of  labor  applied  to  land,  and  each  person  is  ethically 
entitled  to  enjoy  the  full  product  of  his  labor.  These  are  self-evi- 
aent  truths,  and  their  recognition  in  the  economic  system  of  society 
is  an  essential  condition  to  the  correct  distribution  of  the  wealth 
created  by  that  society.  The  great  German  economist,  Karl  Marx, 
after  an  elaborate  and  exceedingly  acute  analysis  of  the  capitalistic 
mode  of  production,  by  which  he  shows  that  the  profits  of  the  sys- 
tem consist  of  the  surplus  value  created  by  the  wage  workers  (tnat 
is,  the  difference  between  the  value  of  what  they  produce  and  the 
value  of  what  they  receive  as  their  wages  for  producing  it),  comes  to 
the  conclusion  that  all  the  instruments  of  labor  should  be  common 
to  all.  The  land,  the  tools  of  all  kinds,  the  means  of  storing  and 
transport  would  all  appertain  to  society  as  a whole.  The  only  tilings 
that  would  be  private  property  are  products  intended  for  inaividual 
consumption,  tne  tools  that  one  can  handle  without  the  co-operation 
of  others,  or  any  mechanical  aid— for  instance,  a needle  or  an  ax — 
but  under  the  proviso  that  none  of  these  things  would  be  made  use 
of  in  order  to  produce  for  individual  profit.  Instead  of  individual 
production  for  profit  we  should  have  collective  production  for  use, 
the  results  of  this  collective  production  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  consumers  in  general  storehouses.  How  would  the  products  thus 
created  get  afterwards  into  the  hands  of  the  consumer?  or,  upon 
what  basis  would  the  distribution  of  this  collectively  produced 
wealth  be  determined?  It  is  at  this  point  that  the  socialism  of  Marx 
and  the  old  fantastic  communism,  summed  up  in  the  motto  of  Louis 
Blanc,  “ To  each  according  to  his  needs,  from  each  according  to  his 
powers,”  part  company.  Under  the  Marxian  economy,  consumption 
is  to  continue  the  same  as  it  is  to-day— personal,  free,  limited  by  the 
labor  of  each  individual.  The  only  difference  being  that  capital 
would  be  sheared  of  its  power  to  deduct,  as  its  profits,  a part  of  the 
results  of  production,  thus  permitting  a more  equitable  distribution 
of  the  products  of  the  collective  industry,  and  allowing  each  person 
to  retain  in  his  own  possession  the  full  product  of  his  labor.  Marx’s 
work  has  great  scientific  value,  and,  however  one  may  differ  with 
his  conclusions,  his  great  intellectual  power  and  his  great  service  to 
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the  cause  of  humanity  must  be  conceded.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
enter  into  any  criticism  of  socialism  in  this  place,  suffice  to  say  that 
the  end  sought,  i.  e .,  the  equitable  distribution  of  wealth,  may  be  at- 
tained without  the  employment  of  such  elaborate  processes  as  it  pro- 
poses bringing  to  its  aid,  and  without  sacrificing  our  individual  ini- 
tiative. Labor  is  the  active  factor  in  production.  Capital,  like  land, 
is  inert  and  has  no  power  of  creating  wealth  without  bringing  the 
active  power  of  labor  to  its  aid;  and  when  the  two  factors,  labor  and 
capital,  are  combined,  there  is  the  further  necessity  that  land  must 
be  used  before  wealth  can  be  created.  There  is  one  very  self-evident 
fact:  the  laborer  is  able  to  produce  more  than  he  consumes,  else 
there  never  could  have  been  any  accumulation  of  wealth.  It  is  thiB 
surplus,  this  difference  between  what  the  laborer  consumes  and  what 
he  produces,  that  has  always  awakened  the  cupidity  of  man  and  fur- 
nished the  pretext  for  the  exploitation  of  the  laborer  for  the  benefit 
of  others  besides  himself  in  all  ages  of  the  world.  One  of  the  earliest 
and  most  deeply  rooted  sentiments  of  the  human  mind  was  that  the 
land — the  great  mother  of  the  human  race — was  the  common  heri- 
tage of  all  mankind,  incapable  of  being  reduced  to  personal  and  ex- 
clusive ownership.  It  took  man  long  ages  to  progress  away  from  that 
idea,  and  while  it  prevailed  there  was  no  way  of  securing  the  surplus 
product  of  the  laborer  except  by  appropriating  his  body  and  com- 
pelling him  to  work  as  a slave.  Hence,  we  note  slavery  as  a univer- 
sal fact  in  the  history  of  all  people  up  till  a comparatively  modem 
period.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  slave  must  be  fed:  he  most  be 
allowed  to  retain  in  his  own  possession  sufficient  of  the  product  of 
his  labor  to  maintain  him  in  nealth  and  vigor.  It  is  only  what  ex- 
ceeded this  that  his  owner  could  possibly  appropriate  to  himself. 
The  slave’s  consumption,  then,  that  which  was  necessary  for  his  sub- 
sistence, may  be  denominated  his  wages.  But  the  slaves  were 
troublesome;  they  were  not  sticks  or  stones,  but  human  beings,  and 
they  sometimes  entertained  the  foolish  notion  that  they  ought  to  be 
as  free  as  their  masters.  When  this  notion  became  sufficiently  de- 
veloped, the  slaves,  in  their  blind  ignorant  fury,  used  to  rebel  against 
their  masters,  thus  compelling  the  masters  to  call  out  the  militia  to 
slaughter  a sufficient  number  of  the  slaves  to  furnish  the  survivors 
with  an  object  lesson  of  their  weakness,  and  terrorize  them  into  sub- 
jection. These  rebellions  of  the  slaves  became  increasingly  frequent 
and  were  a great  source  of  worry  to  the  masters  because  they  were 
alwayB  attended  with  considerable  loss  of  life  and  property,  and  en- 
tailed upon  them  the  necessity  of  supporting  a large  militaiy  force 
for  the  purpose  of  overawing  the  slaves.  Under  these  conditions, 
the  masters  were  constrained  to  relinquish  their  personal  rule  over 
their  slaves,  granting  them  freedom  of  action  with  the  stipulation 
that  a certain  fixed  portion  of  the  product  of  their  labor  should  be 
rendered  up  to  the  masters  as  the  price  of  such  freedom.  The  slaves 
were  of  course  grateful  for  the  concession  they  had  gained,  and,  un- 
der the  inspiration  of  the  new  feeling  of  independence  engendered 
by  their  limited  liberty,  they  worked  all  the  harder  that  they  might 
add  to  their  own  share  of  their  product,  and  thus  accumulate  wealth 
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This  did  not  suit  the  masters  (when  slaves  become  rich  they  become 
independent)  so  the  burdens  of  government  were  shifted  from  the 
shoulders  of  the  masters  onto  those  of  the  former  slaves;  they  were 
oppressed  by  taxes  of  various  kinds,  which  were  so  arranged  as  to 
absorb  their  accumulations  and  leave  them,  as  before,  just  sufficient 
of  the  product  of  their  labor  to  allow  them  to  live.  Finally,  the 
masters  came  to  see  that,  as  it  was  necessary  for  the  slaves  to  use 
land  in  order  to  create  wealth,  they  might  accomplish  the  same  re- 
sults by  claiming  ownership  in  the  soil  as  by  claiming  ownership  in 
the  men,  and,  at  the  same  time,  relieve  themselves  of  considerable 
trouble.  Thus  the  idea  of  property  in  land  gained  currency,  and  the 
slaves  were  systematically  expropriated  from  their  rights  to  the  soil. 
The  process  of  transferring  the  titles  to  the  soil  from  society  into  the 
hands  of  individuals  was  carried  on  with  great  vigor  for  more  than 
two  hundred  years  before  it  was  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
masters,  and  the  idea  of  property  in  land  became  sufficiently  fixed 
to  be  regarded  as  legitimate.  The  slaves  then  acquired  a somewhat 
different  status.  The  land  was  freed  from  the  burdens  of  taxation  as 
far  as  possible,  and  the  slaves  were  permitted  to  use  it  upon  the  con- 
dition of  paying  rent  to  their  masters  for  the  privilege,  the  slaves 
having  no  rights  in  the  land  except  as  they  purchased  them  from 
their  masters.  It  was  found  that  this  plan  enabled  the  masters  to 
absorb  the  surplus  wealth  quite  effectually;  after  paying  their  rent, 
supporting  the  government,  and  living,  the  slaves  had  nothing  left. 
If,  perchance^  they  did  accumulate  any  surplus  the  masters  either 
created  a national  debt  or  doctored  the  finances  so  as  to  absorb  it 
and  keep  them  in  subjection.  Driven  to  desperation  by  their  pov- 
erty, the  slaves  have  turned  upon  their  masters  with  terrible  fury  at 
various  times,  here  and  there,  and  demanded  freedom.  At  such 
times  they  have  been  quieted  with  a few  loaves  of  bread  to  satisfy 
their  immediate  necessities,  and  have  been  granted  larger  political 
rights  as  a condition  that  they  would  only  keep  quiet  and  endure 
their  sufferings  like  good  citizens  as  they  ought.  They  have  even 
been  granted  the  privilege  of  acquiring  a direct  interest  in  the  state 
by  purchasing  their  own  property,  ana  this  process  has  advanced  so 
far  that  the  rights  of  the  slave  are  regarded  as  co-extensive  with 
those  of  the  master  in  most  modem  nations.  With  the  introduction 
of  the  steam  engine  and  the  advent  of  machinery,  production  took 
on  new  forms  and  the  surplus  created  by  the  slaves  was  largely  in- 
creased, so  much  so  that  their  masters  were  rather  perplexed  for  a 
time  to  know  how  to  appropriate  it  all.  But  the  difficulty  did  not 
last  for  long;  the  stock  company  was  invented,  and  by  reorganizing 
every  little  while,  at  which  times  the  stock  has  been  plentifully 
salted  and  then  allowed  to  fill  up  with  water  to  its  full  capacity,  it 
has  been  rendered  capable  of  absorbing  the  surplus  product.  And 
here  we  have  the  workingmen,  to-day,  granted  all  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenship, declared  to  be  an  absolutely  tree  man,  guaranteed  by  our 
fundamental  law  immunity  from  oppression  ana  tyranny  2 ana  yet, 
only  able  to  retain  in  his  own  possession  the  same  proportion  of  the 
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products  of  his  industry  as  did  the  slaves  of  old — enough  to  main- 
tain his  existence.  Strange  travesty  of  freedom  1 The  invariable- 
ness with  which  wages  tend  to  approach  the  minimum  necessary 
for  the  laborer’s  subsistence  has  caused  the  fact  to  be  erected  into  a 
scientific  dogma,  accepted  by  political  economists  as  an  expression 
of  the  action  of  natural  law,  and  denominated  by  Ricardo  and 
others  the  point  of  natural  wages,  or  “the  natural  price  of  labor.” 
This  is  stated  by  Ricardo,  as  “that  price  which  is  necessary  to  ena- 
ble the  laborers,  one  with  another,  to  subsist  and  perpetuate  their 
race  without  either  increase  or  diminution.”  This  is  now  known  as 
the  “iron  law  of  wages” — so  named  by  the  great  socialist  Lasalle — 
and  it  is  all  the  standard  political  economy  offers  to  the  great  body 
of  laborers  in  exchange  tor  the  product  of  their  labor.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  there  should  be  a demand  for  a change  in  our  economic 
system?  With  workingmen  theoretically  free,  with  the  external 
pressure  of  brute  force,  which  formerly  compelled  them  to  accept  re- 
pugnant conditions,  removed,  how  is  it  that  they  are  still  compelled 
to  accept  a bare  subsistence  as  the  price  of  their  labor?  The  super- 
ficial answer  to  this  question  is  that  it  is  due  to  competition  in  the 
labor  market.  There  is  always  a considerable  body  of  laborers, 
called  by  Marx  “ the  reserve  army  of  capital,”  who  are  idle,  and  the 
fierce  competition  of  these  idle  ones  for  a chance  to  earn  tne  means 
of  subsistence  inevitably  forces  wages  down  to  the  lowest  subsistence 
point.  But,  with  boundless  opportunities  for  labor  on  every  hand, 
why  should  we  have  these  idle  ones?  Ay,  there’s  the  rub?  Why? 
indeed.  This  army  of  unemployed  exists  because  it  is  shut  out 
from  the  land.  Those  who  own  the  capital  also  control  the  land; 
they  are  thus  in  a position  to  dictate  their  own  terms  to  the  laborer, 
which  he  must  accept  or  starve.  Let  the  principle  of  equal  rights  to 
land  be  proclaimed  and  enforced,  and  the  laborer  and  capitalist  are 
at  once  upon  an  equal  footing  in  making  a bargain.  For  land  is 
just  as  necessary  to  the  capitalist  as  it  is  to  the  laborer,  and  when 
the  laborer  is  recognized  as  having  the  same  right  to  the  land  as  has 
the  capitalist,  he  is  in  a position  to  demand  and  receive  his  just 
share  of  their  joint  product.  The  “reserve  army  of  capital”  must 
then  disappear,  as  the  laborer  would  always  have  the  right  of  apply- 
ing his  labor  to  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  his  subsistence, 
and  instead  of,  as  now,  being  dependent  on  the  capitalist  employer 
for  his  means  of  living,  he  would  then  be  dependent  only  on  nis 
own  exertions.  The  great  power  which  the  capitalists  now  possess 
to  beat  down  wages  would  be  theirs  no  more,  feut,  it  is  not  only  in 
the  production  of  commodities  that  the  capitalist  is  enabled  to  draw 
to  himself  the  robber’s  share ; having  control  of  the  medium  by 
which  products  are  exchanged,  one  with  the  other,  he  is  able  to  ma- 
nipulate their  value  after  they  are  produced,  so  as  to  still  further  in- 
crease his  share  of  the  wealth  produced,  and  reduce  that  which  falls 
to  the  share  of  the  laborer.  Some  considerations  on  value  will  next 
be  in  order,  after  which  we  shall  present  an  exposition  of  a financial 
system  which,  with  equal  rights  to  the  soil  recognized,  shall  secure 
to  the  laborer  the  full  product  of  his  labor. 
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PRACTICAL  TALKS  TO  YOUNG  ENGINEERS. 

BY  L.  B.  MOORE. 

No.  6. 

It  is  an  accepted  idea  with  the  majority  of  engineers  that  the  first 
oiling — before  starting  out  on  a trip — should  be  a heavy  one ; after 
that,  at  distances  varying  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles,  engines 
should  receive  a lighter  oiling.  It  is  obvious  that  such  a method  of 
oiling  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but  extravagant,  and  is  followed 
either  from  force  of  habit,  or  else  the  actual  requirements  of  lubrica- 
tion are  not  considered  in  the  light  of  economical  practice.  Here  is 
one  instance  in  which  the  evil  effects  of  example  are  plainly  appar- 
ent. In  your  experience  as  a fireman,  you  probably  recall  the  mgh 
estimate  which  you  have  placed  on  the  ability  of  the  engineer  under 
whom  you  received  your  education,  for  there  is  always  one,  among 
all  those  whom  we  have  fired  for,  tnat  we  pattern  after  as  our  idem 
of  excellence.  His  work  was  generally  considered  above  the  aver- 
age ; his  engine  was  always  in  the  best  of  condition ; his  running 
snowed  that  he  possessed  good  judgment  and  perceptive  faculties  of 
a high  order,  always  anticipating  bad  conditions  ana  ready  to  make 
the  best  of  any  contingency  that  might  arise.  You  looked  up  to 
that  man  as  superior  to  the  average  engineer,  and  decided  to  pattern 
your  future  after  his  work.  Here  is  where  you  made  a great  mis- 
take, as  is  always  the  case  when  we  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  others 
instead  of  reasoning  out  methods  for  ourselves  and  endeavoring  to 
prove  them  by  practice.  This  engineer’s  methods  might  have  been 
excellent  in  many  respects,  but  it  is  altogether  likely  that  when  he 
got  his  hands  oif  an  oil  can  he  took  a decided  drop  from  his  position 
as  an  ideal  to  pattern  after.  He  said  it  was  better  to  use  more  oil 
than  was  actually  necessary  than  to  run  the  risk  of  having  the  en- 
gine run  hot.  There  is  an  element  of  caution  in  this  idea,  but  it  is 
essentially  lacking  in  economical  method.  At  the  first  oiling  the 
quart  can  was  emptied;  after  a run  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles  there 
was  the  same  oiling,  with  the  exception  that  the  quantity  was 
slightly  reduced,  and  at  the  end  of  the  run  he  had  used  between  two 
and  three  quarts  of  oil,  when,  if  the  engine  was  in  proper  condition, 
not  one-half  of  that  amount  was  necessary.  Any  farmer  who  greases 
his  wagon  before  hauling  a load  of  wheat  to  town,  knows  that  no 
more  grease  is  required  than  will  at  all  times  cover  the  face  of  the 
axle;  but  many  engineers  carry  the  impression  that  engine  bearings 
must  be  flooded.  Why  shoula  the  first  oiling  be  the  lightest?  Be- 
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cause,  after  an  engine  has  stood  any  length  of  time,  if  the  packing 
above  the  bearings  is  loose  and  free  from  gum,  there  will  be  suffi- 
cient oil  there  to  run  a good  distance  without  any  further  lubrica- 
tion. It  stands  to  reason  that  when  the  engine  is  standing  the  pro- 
cess of  feeding  does  not  stop,  and  the  oil  that  has  been  put  above  the 
driving  boxes,  trucks,  and  eccentrics,  has  gradually  fed  down  to  the 
bearings,  necessitating  a very  slight  oiling  to  keep  up  the  supply. 
There  are  other  bearings,  however,  which  are  not  supplied  in  this 
way,  and  great  care  should  be  given  them.  First,  the  wedges,  while 
they  require  but  little  oil,  it  should  be  applied  not  less  than  onoe  in 
thirty  miles;  a long  spouted  squirt-can  is  the  best  for  oiling  them, 
and  don’t  neglect  the  inside  face  of  the  wedge,  as  is  usually  tne  case 
with  young  runners.  The  back  wedges  require  special  attention  be- 
cause of  extra  wear ; the  coal  and  dirt  from  the  deck  continually 
sifts  down  on  them ; a little  waste  placed  at  the  top  of  the  driving 
box,  next  the  wedge,  will  prevent  this  to  a certain  extent.  The 
link-blocks  should  be  oiled  once  in  fifty  miles ; always  know  that  the 
oil-hole  in  the  center  of  the  block  is  clear,  as  it  is  liable  to  get  stopped 
up  unless  it  is  slotted  and  packed.  The  front  ends  of  main  roas  re- 
quire but  little  oil,  rocker-arms  the  same.  Always  consider  the 
amount  of  friction  on  the  bearings,  and  in  oiling  govern  yourselves, 
not  by  the  quantity  used,  but  by  the  distance  run.  remembering 
that  the  greater  the  speed  the  more  friction  in  a given  length  of  time. 
There  is  nothing  which  causes  an  engineer  greater  anxiety  than  a 
hot  pin.  This  rarely  occurs  from  a lack  of  oil,  but  generally  from  a 
condition  of  the  bearing  on  the  pin  surface;  the  butt  end  of  main- 
rod  being  the  bearing  winch  causes  the  most  trouble.  If  the  bear- 
ing is  close  the  heat  expands  the  pin;  if  it  is  too  loose  it  pounds  hot. 
Always  see  that  the  brass  can  be  moved  on  the  pin  in  any  position; 
if  hot,  take  out  the  rod  cup,  put  a little  sulphur  and  valve  oil  in  the 
strap,  put  on  the  cup  and  go  ahead.  You  will  not  lose  any  babbitt 
if  this  is  done.  However,  if  the  pins  are  properly  kept  up  there  is 
no  danger.  Always  see  that  the  plunger  in  the  cup  is  working 
freely;  under  favorable  conditions  one  cup  of  oil  should  run  at  least 
five  hundred  miles.  If  driving-box  collars  are  property  packed  the 
drivers  need  oiling  but  once  in  a hundred  miles.  Engine  trucks 
should  be  oiled  once  in  fifty  miles  because  of  greater  friction  conse- 
quent from  the  greater  speed  at  which  the  truck  wheels  revolve; 
they  being  so  much  smaller  than  the  drivers,  the  weight  on  them 
is  also  generally  greater  in  proportion  than  it  is  on  the  drivers.  It 
is  not  the  extra  expense  of  oil  that  causes  extra  expense  in  the  care 
of  your  engine  when  you  are  at  the  end  of  your  trip.  You  have 
probably  noticed,  in  passing  through  the  ^engine  house,  how  much 
more  oil  is  on  the  drivers,  rods,  and  jackets  of  some  engines  than 
others.  If  you  haven’t,  any  wiper  will  tell  you  that  so  and  so 
always  brings  his  engine  in  covered  with  oil  wnile  the  engineer  on 
the  opposite  run  brings  his  engine  in  comparatively  clean.  “ Straws 
show  which  way  the  wind  blows,”  and  appearances  indicate  whether 
an  engineer  is  extravagant  or  economical. 
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CONCERNING  WATER  GLASSES. 


BY  WILFRED  P.  BORLAND. 

Twenty  years  ago,  if  one  had  been  asked : is  the  water  glass  a neces- 
sary safety  attachment  to  the  locomotive  boiler?  he  might  very 
properly  have  answered — No.  At  that  time  the  water  glass  was  re- 
garded by  many  with  a suspicions  eye  as  a sort  of  a pesky  thing 
that  it  wasn’t  safe  to  monkey  with,  while  those  who  did  hola  a fav- 
orable opinion  of  water  glasses  considered  them  rather  as  articles  of 
luxury  or  convenience  tnan  necessity.  Now,  however,  the  case  is 
different.  It  may  be  safely  said  that  there  is  not  one  engineer  out 
of  a hundred  but  now  considers  the  water  glass  as  a necessary  attach- 
ment for  the  safe,  economical  and  successful  operation  of  the  loco- 
motive. It  is  a general  rule  that  the  long  continued  use  of  a luxury 
transforms  it  into  a necessity;  this  rule  will  apply  to  the  water  glass 
as  well  as  to  many  other  things  about  the  locomotive  which  have 
developed  into  necessities  within  quite  recent  years.  The  vast  ma- 
jority of  the  engineers  of  to-day  have,  as  firemen,  always  been  used 
to  the  water  glass;  its  use  has  been  an  essential  part  of  their  educa- 
tion, and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  they  would  consider  it  de- 
cidedly unsafe  to  run  a locomotive  for  any  considerable  length  of 
time  without  one.  Probably  there  are  but  few  engineers  who  have 
not  experienced  a decidedly  creepy  and  uncomfortable  feeling  upon 
being  deprived  of  the  water  glass,  even  temporarily,  and  have  felt 
decidedly  unsafe  until  it  was  replaced.  All  this,  too,  is  quite  aside 
from  the  question  of  economy.  In  the  past,  economy  was  not  con- 
sidered an  essential  quality  in  the  make-up  of  a successful  engineer, 
or  at  least  it  was  not  so  highly  considered  as  now.  But  now  an  en- 
gineer must  live  up  to  a certain  standard  of  economy  or  give  mighty 
good  reasons  for  his  failure  to  do  so  if  he  expects  to  hold  his  iob; 
and  the  water  glass  is  a very  necessary  attachment  for  the  best 
economy  in  running.  In  order  to  show  the  best  results  on  the  coal 
pile,  the  supply  of  water  to  the  boiler  must  be  regular  and  uniform 
with  the  amount  drawn  away  in  the  shape  of  steam;  any  excess 
above  what  is  needed  to  do  the  work  is  a source  of  waste.  This  is  a 
well  understood  fact,  and  it  is  impossible  for  the  engineer  to  regulate 
the  supply  of  water  intelligently  and  economically  without  the  aid 
of  a water  glass.  The  fireman,  also,  must  know  where  the  water  is 
at  all  times  in  order  to  fire  as  economically  as  he  is  expected  to,  and 
he  cannot  know  this  unless  he  has  a water  glass  before  his  eyes.  All 
in  all,  there  are  plenty  of  reasons  which  might  be  given  to  show  that 
the  exacting  locomotive  practice  of  the  present  day  renders  the  water 
glass  an  absolutely  necessary  attachment,  and  we  should  expect  the 
master  mechanics  of  the  country  to  be  emphatic  in  their  recognition 
of  the  fact.  What  must  we  think,  then,  of  the  following  resolution 
which  was  adopted  at  their  last  convention  without  a dissenting 
vote? 

Besolvedy  That  while  the  Master  Mechanics1  Association  regard  the  water 
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glass  as  a convenience  and  an  additional  precaution  against  low  water,  we  do 
not  regard  it  as  an  absolute  necessity  to  the  safe  running  of  locomotives. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  the  debate  which  led  up  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution.  The  debate  took  place  on  the  following  con- 
clusion which  was  offered  to  the  convention  by  the  committee  on 
boiler  attachments: 

3d.  Water  gauge  glasses  are  not  a necessity,  while  same  may  be  a con- 
venience to  engineers  and  firemen,  and  that  when  same  are  used  they  should 
be  applied  with  automatic  closing  valves. 

This  drew  out  the  following  interesting  discussion  : 

Mr.  Sinclair : The  committee  expresses  the  opinion  that  gauge  water  glasses 
are  not  a necessity.  In  modem  locomotive  running  they  have  been  considered 
a necessity,  and  are  so  regarded  on  nearly  all  roads  nowadays. 

It  is  not  only  a convenience  to  engineers  and  firemen,  but  it  is  a means  of 
better  regulation  of  the  water  supply  than  can  be  done  with  the  ordinary  gauge 
cocks,  and  therefore  the  most  advanced  men  in  this  line  consider  the  water 
glass  a necessity. 

Mr.  D.  L.  Barnes : I would  like  to  subscribe  to  what  Mr.  Sinclair  says.  We 
had  25  engines  .come  on  to  the  elevated  railroad  in  Chicago  without  water 
glasses.  We  had  three  burnt  crown  sheets  right  away,  and  on  examining  the 
men  before  the  board  we  found  that  they  claimed  that  the  gauge  cocks  had  an 
unusual  sound.  The  board,  being  of  a semi-scientific  practical  character,  said 
that  if  a man  could  not  tell  by  the  sound  of  the  gauge  cocks  for  a dead  cer- 
tainty where  the  water  was  he  ought  not  to  be  discharged,  these  being  small 
boilers,  while  the  men  were  accustomed  to  large  boilers.  Therefore  we  could 
not  reprimand  the  men  as  we  wanted  to,  but  we  had  to  put  on  water  glasses. 

Mr.  Henderson : On  the  Norfolk  & Western,  severed  years  ago,  it  was  de- 

cided to  omit  the  gauge  glasses  entirely.  That  was  followed  by  a number  of 
crown  sheets  coming  down.  After  that  we  put  on  two  glass  tubes,  one  where 
the  fireman  could  observe  it,  and  since  then  there  has  been  comparatively  little 
trouble. 

Such  evidence  as  this  would  seem  to  show  that  the  water  glass 
was  a necessity;  when  a man  drops  a crown  sheet  and  it  is  decided 
not  to  discharge  him  for  it  because  he  did  not  have  a water  glass,  it 
is  a very  plain  admission  that  the  water  glass  is  a necessity. 

Mr.  Lewis:  I have  handled  engines  on  roads  where  it  was  all  the  engine 

could  do  to  make  a run  of  200  mUes  and  be  able  to  haul  a train  at  all.  As  soon 
as  the  engine  was  working  to  its  full  capacity  it  would  throw  a spray  of  water 
out  of  the  stack.  The  moment  the  throttle  was  shut  off  the  water  went  out  of 
sight.  The  water  gauge  is  not  only  a safeguard  against  the  burning  of  the  en- 
gine, but  it  enables  the  engineer  to  work  an  engine  to  better  advantage.  I 
would  very  much  dislike  to  have  this  association  take  the  stand  that  the  water 
glass  is  not  necessary,  because  I think  there  are  localities  where  it  is  an  abso- 
lute necessity. 

Mr.  Gillie : We  have  two  water  glasses  on  most  of  our  engines,  one  for  the 
fireman  and  one  for  the  engineer,  and  it  struck  me  at  first  that  it  was  a little 
unnecessary  to  have  those  two  glasses ; but  I was  told  that  it  was  very  neces- 
sary to  have  two  glasses,  so  that  in  case  anything  should  happen — if  the  fire- 
man should  be  hurt — you  would  have  some  excuse  that  he  had  a gauge  which 
he  could  see ; he  was  not  dependent  on  the  engineer  at  all.  I took  that  as  all 
right.  I investigated  the  thing  a little  further.  I did  not  find  a single  water 
glass  on  40  engines  which  I examined,  on  the  fireman’s  end  of  the  boiler,  that 
was  in  working  order.  They  were  all  stopped  up.  Most  of  them  had  the  glass 
broken.  I found  that  some  of  the  firemen  talked  very  forcibly  about  that 
glass.  They  didn’t  want  it  there,  they  said ; they  might  be  shoveling  coal  into 
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the  furnace  and  the  glass  might  break,  and  they  would  be  scalded.  I have  no 
objection  to  the  water  glass,  but  I don’t  think  we  want  too  many  of  them  on 
the  engine.  I think  it  would  be  a good  idea  for  a master  mechanic  to  find  out 
just  how  many  of  his  water  glasses  are  operating,  especially  if  he  has  bad  water. 

Mr.  Lewis : The  statement  made  by  Mr.  Gillis,  that  he  had  found  on  40 
engines  nearly  all  the  water  glasses  inoperative,  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be 
anything  against  the  water  glass.  This  is  a question  of  discipline  on  the  part 
of  the  officers  who  are  responsible  for  it.  I find  no  difficulty  in  keeping  the 
water  glasses  in  proper  working  order.  In  the  examination  of  our  men  before 
promotion  we  question  them  about  the  water  glass  and  we  explain  to  them  the 
necessity  of  noticing  the  water  in  the  glass  to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
cocks  are  obstructed,  and  that  it  is  an  important  matter  at  all  times  to  observe 
the  motion  of  the  water  in  the  tank.  I am  satisfied  that  I can  get  better  results 
from  an  engine  with  the  water  glass  than  I can  from  the  gauge  cocks. 

Mr.  Macbeth : It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  recommend 
doing  away  with  water  glasses.  The  water  glass  is  a good  thing  if  it  is  taken 
care  of.  If  it  is  not  taken  care  of,  it  is  a very  dangerous  article.  That  has 
been  decided  by  the  courts. 

Mr.  Sprague:  It  would  be  taking  a step  backward  to  remove  the  water 
glasses.  The  engineer  ought  to  have  every  chance  to  watch  the  water  in  his 
boiler.  When  I was  on  a railroad  I found  that  the  glasses  we  used  would 
stand  about  so  long,  and  I found  by  changing  them  in  a certain  length  of  time 
— I think  six  months — that  I hardly  ever  had  one  break  on  the  road.  I changed 
them  regularly  at  that  time,  whether  they  broke  or  not. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Blackall : I have  been  connected  with  the  road  I am  now  on  for 
thirty  years ; we  have  in  the  neighborhood  of  400  locomotives,  and  during  all 
that  time  we  have  used  no  water  glasses,  and  I cannot  see  the  necessity  for 
them. 

Mr.  Setchel : We  ought  not  to  put  ourselves  on  record  as  saying  that  it  was 
impossible  to  run  a locomotive  without  water  glasses;  I have  run  a locomotive 
a great  many  years  without  water  glasses,  and  there  are  a great  many  roads 
that  will  not  use  them  at  all.  But  to  say  that  they  are  not  a convenience  and 
an  additional  safeguard  to  the  engineer,  I think  would  also  be  a mistake.  They 
are  a safeguard,  and  if  the  engineer  will  only  take  care  of  his  water  glass  and 
his  gauge  cocks  he  will  have  double  protection  for  the  prevention  of  low  water. 
On  a great  many  locomotives  that  are  being  built  now  the  fireman  is  removed 
from  the  engineer  and  it  is  a great  help  in  firing  the  engines  for  the  fireman  to 
have  a water  glass.  I do  not  know  but  that  a good  water  glass  will  enable  the 
fireman,  if  he  pays  strict  attention,  to  save  pretty  nearly  as  much  fuel  as  a 
compound  engine. 

To  an  unprejudiced  observer  it  .would  seem  as  though  the  ayes 
had  it;  there  are  no  good  reasons  here  given  why  the  water  glass 
should  not  be  regarded  as  a necessity,  and  if  the  convention’s  action 
had  been  determined  solely  by  the  merits  of  the  case,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  question  would  have  been  decided  differently.  But 
the  master  mechanics  were  not  there  to  decide  the  case  upon  its 
merits;  there  was  something  else  to  be  considered,  as  the  following 
will  show: 

Mr.  Clark : I do  not  think  thi§  association  should  put  itself  on  record  that 
K is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a water  glass  put  on  a locomotive.  I attended 
a lawsuit  recently  in  Buffalo,  where  an  engine  had  exploded,  killing  the  en- 
gineer and  fireman.  The  case  was  that  there  was  no  water  glass  and  no  fusible 
plug  in  the  firebox.  A number  of  master  mechanics  were  there  from  different 
roads  to  testify,  and  it  was  finally  decided  that  the  water  glasses  were  not 
necessary.  If  we  put  ourselves  on  record  that  the  water  glass  is  absolutely 
necessary  there  will  be  some  suits  based  upon  that. 

Of  course  that  put  an  entirely  different  face  upon  the  matter;  it 
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is  certainly  not  conceivable  that  the  master  mechanics  should  in- 
dorse anything  as  a necessity  with  the  terrible  possibility  that  then- 
action  might  furnish  the  basis  for  a damage  suit  against  a railroad 
company  staring  them  in  the  face.  The  idea  of  some  poor  engine- 
man’s  widow  and  orphans  being  able  to  collect  five  thousand  dollars 
from  a railroad  company  that  was  too  penurious  to  furnish  water 
glasses,  because  they  had  said  water  glasses  were  a necessity,  was  too 
serious  to  be  entertained  by  the  master  mechanics,  so  they  were  com- 
pelled to  decide  the  question  from  its  legal  aspect  rather  than  its 
scientific.  It  is  true  that  one  of  the  master  mechanics  spoke  right 
out  in  meeting  as  follows: 

Mr.  Sprague : I would  like  to  say  one  word  in  regard  to  the  legal  aspect 
of  the  thing.  It  has  raised  in  my  mind  the  question  whether  we  are  here  to 
give  our  best  judgment  as  to  what  is  proper  and  safe  for  locomotive  practice, 
or  whether  we  are  here  to  evade  legal  obligations — whether  we  are  here  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  locomotive  or  whether  we  are  here  to  “whip  the 
devil  around  a stump  ” and  avoid  lawsuits.  I do  not  think  that  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.  If  we  are  satisfied  that  a thing  is  an  advantage  to 
the  locomotive,  we  ought  to  advocate  it  regardless  of  lawsuits. 

But  his  words  had  no  effect,  and  the  resolution  as  given  above  was 
adopted.  Let  no  one  suppose  that  the  master  mechanics  have  any 
intention  of  giving  up  the  use  of  the  water  glass;  it  will  continue  to 
be  regarded  as  not  only  a convenience,  but  an  absolute  necessity  for 
the  proper  management  of  a locomotive  under  the  exacting  condi- 
tions that  prevail  on  most  modern  railroads.  But,  if  a man  happens 
to  get  blown  into  the  great  hereafter  because  the  locomotive  that  went 
up  with  him  was  minus  a water  glass,  the  fact  will  not  furnish  a 
basis  for  a damage  suit  against  the  railroad  company,  for  the  master 
mechanics  have  said  that  the  water  glass  was  not  a necessity.  That 
is  really  all  the  resolution  means;  the  scientific  aspects  of  the  case 
are  made  subservient  to  its  legal  aspects.  In  olden  days  men  used 
to  cut  their  science  to  fit  the  dogmas  of  the  church;  in  these  days 
it  seems  as  though  they  cut  it  to  fit  the  possibilities  of  a lawsuit 


AN  INTERESTING  POINT. 


BY  THOS.  PRAY,  JR. 


An  educated  and  refined  woman,  in  a recent  personal  letter  to  me, 
uses  this  curious  expression:  “without  superfluous  money,”  (you 
will  wonder  when  it  becomes  superfluous)  and  it  is  a wonder  to  the 
writer  when  some  of  the  things  of  this  life  do  really  become  superflu- 
ous, but  there  exist  many  exceptions  to  the  so-called  rules,  and  it  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  exceptions  that  the  writer  does  not  accept  the 
excuses  that  men  so  commonly  give  for  not  getting  up  in  life.  Let 
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us  talk  it  over, — some  of  the  excuses  that  have  come  to  me  on  the 
question  of  why  the  readers  of  the  Locomotive  Firemen’s  Magazine 
aon’t  chip  in  more. 

“The  seniority  rule,”  and  the  fact  that  “practice  has  made  the 
boys  all  lose  interest  in  fitting  themselves  for  anything  better,” 
“because”  it  “will  come  our  way  when  it  is  time,”  and  then  follows 
the  old  and  oft  told  story,  “it  is  no  use  to  study,”  for  there  are  so 
many  now  in  it;  this  and  other  are  the  regulation  excuses. 

When  the  woman  wrote  “that  superfluous  money  was  not  an 
essential  to  a happy  life”  in  the  home  circle,  she  did  not  say  pre- 
cisely what  she  mtended  to  have  me  understand,  and  so  it  was 
indefinite,  although  it  was  my  version  of  her  meaning;  and  when  a 
man  says  that  it  is  of  no  use  to  study  and  no  use  to  know  something, 
he  does  not  say  what  he  means  or  thinks,  and  if  he  does  so,  then  he 
is  a poor  stick  and  is  sure  to  remain  in  exactly  the  same  position  in 
life  that  he  now  occupies,  for  the  men  who  run  railroads  are  not  fools, 
and  when  they  want  a choice  of  men  for  some  position,  they  are  not 
foolish  enough  to  select  a man  who  has  neither  pluck  nor  ambition, 
but  they  are  sure  to  pick  one  who  has  horse  sense,  and  if  that  is  made 
an  apparent  fact  in  any  other  way  than  by  the  use  of  brains,  that 
have  nad  some  advantage  in  thought  or  study,  will  some  one  please 
rise  out  of  his  silence  and  make  it  clear  to  us  m what  way  a man  can 
get  either  experience  or  proficiency,  unless  he  uses  his  “ old  brain 
tank”  now  and  then  in  his  work. 

If  a division  superintendent  wants  a man  to  set  up  a peg  higher, 
does  he  look  for  the  most  ignorant  one  on  the  division?  or  does  he 
look  around  and  take  some  fellow  that  does  not  hang  back,  but  who 
does  occasionally  have  an  idea  of  his  own?  The  men  who  run  rail- 
roads have  now  and  then  streaks  of  sense  in  their  movements,  and 
they  do  not  want,  or  use,  the  poorest  timber  to  be  found,  and  such 
an  idea  is  implied  when  the  usual  excuses  are  tolerated. 

But  when  my  woman  friend  wrote  that  letter  she  had  a very  posi- 
tive idea  that  it  was  not  an  “inalienable  association”  that  much 
money  was  absolutely  connected  with  a happy  home,  and  it  was 
also  her  intention  to  say  by  intimation  that  if  the  will  existed  on 
the  part  of  both  parties,  that  it  was  not  only  possible,  but  certain, 
that  with  a reasonable  amount  of  money  and  some  good  sense,  it  was 
quite  as  possible  to  have  a cosy  home,  and  one  in  which  refinement 
snould  not  be  a stranger,  with  a rational  amount  of  money;  and  in 
this  way  she  showed  that  she  was  a “womanly  woman,”  as  well  as 
that  she  had  ideas  of  her  own.  And  in  this  same  connection  it  is 
true  that  the  excuses  for  not  aspiring  higher  are  as  lame  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  make  them,  and  if  a man  has  been  stirred  by  a genuine 
healthy  ambition^  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  make  him  into  a different 
man,  to  put  him  into  a different  place,  and  all  without  losing  his 
fondness  for  the  old  life,  with  the  exception  that  he  must  put  out  of 
his  old  life  some  of  the  old  drawbacks,  such  as  not  studying  and  not 
trying.  If  a man  is  to  step  down  and  out  because  some  other  fellow 
is  his  competitor,  then  on  no  account  would  any  one  be  successful, 
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but  if  a man  goes  into  the  fight  with  a will,  then  he  would  come  out 
somewhere,  while  if  he  never  went  in  at  all  he  would  not  come  out, 
and  so  on  general  principles,  if  a man  won’t  try,  no  one  on  earth  can 
help  him  to  climb. 

A man  is  what  he  makes  himself  to  a far  greater  extent  than  is 
usually  believed. 

CURIOSITIES  OF  “TECHNICAL  JOURNALISM.” 

One  of  our  number  has  sent  to  me  of  late  an  article  on  the  “ Ex- 
penditure of  Heat  in  the  Cylinder  of  the  Engine,”  and  the  space 
occupied  upon  the  matter  was  only  two  columns,  and  it  had  neither 
head  nor  point,  and  no  reference  was  made  to  the  proper  authority  on 
the  subject.  If  our  readers  have  the  Rankine  works,  it  can  be  found 
in  forty  words,  and  in  a perfectly  reliable  form.  The  rule  is  as  fol- 
lows, exactly : Using  dry  saturated  steam,  “ the  initial  pressure,  mul- 
tiplied by  the  ratio  of  expansion  minus  the  seventeenth-sixteenth 
power,  is  equal  to  the  terminal  pressure,”  but  while  the  rule  is  O.  K., 
where  do  we  give  any  locomotive  “dry  saturated  steam”  to  work  on? 
a*d  then  we  can  apply  the  rule. 

The  assertion  is  all  right,  but  the  application  and  the  “beautiful 
mathematics,”  so  nice  in  the  demonstration,  is  as  much  out  of  place 
as  a bull  in  a crockery  shop,  for  the  exceedingly  good  and  common 
sense  rule  that  we  do  not  work  what  Rankine  calls  “dry  saturated 
steam,”  and  it  is  no  use  to  apply  a rule  that  won’t  work?  and  while 
we  have  a certain  respect  for  a mathematician,  we  don’t  like  the  way 
he  uses  his  learning  when  it  is  a deliberate  walking  out  of  his  way 
to  apply  his  reasoning  to  a state  of  things  that  don’t  exist,  for  a rule 
is  not  useable  unless  the  state  of  afiairs  to  which  it  is  applied  is  in 
use,  and  although  our  reader  was  misled  to  the  extent  of  the  prattle 
of  the  newspaper  man,  it  is  a way  that  won’t  work  either  in  com- 
mon sense  or  in  actual  practice. 

Moderately  moist  steam  is  what  we  use  in  almost  all  our  work,  and 
Rankine  has  simplified  that  into  what  most  of  our  readers  already 
know,  and  that  is  correct,  to  so  small  a per  centage,  that  we  may  use 
it  and  rely  on  it. 

“Divide  the  initial  pressure  by  the  ratio  of  expansion” — that  is 
all  there  is  to  what  the  man  undertook  to  show,  and  in  his  attempt 
he  showed  what  he  didn’t  know. 

This  is  what  puzzles  so  many  in  their  excuses  from  trying  to  learn ; 
it  is  the  ignorance  of  what  a man  who  has  not  had  any  chance  at  an 
education,  wants  to  learn;  and  this  is  not  understood  by  any  one 
who  has  not  had  some  experience  in  actual  contact  with  these  men; 
and  the  men,  necessarily  turning  to  such  fellows,  find  no  instruction 
in  terms  which  are  understandable  to  them,  and  so  it  is  an  equally 
misunderstood  matter,  neither  side  comprehending  the  other,  and 
so  the  conundrum  remains  in  “in  stater  kwo,”  and  is  likely  to  do  so. 

ACCURACY  OF  COMPUTATION. 

In  a recent  article  for  the  use  and  reference  of  workingmen,  the 
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writer  noticed  some  statements  of  which  he  had  and  has  serious 
doubts,  and  so  from  one  of  Prof.  Rankine’s  works  has  copied  the 
limits  of  accuracy  on  what  all  our  readers  have  at  some  time  or  other 
had  to  deal  with.  The  usual  application  by  the  dudes  is  that  it  is 
necessary  to  use  long  decimals,  or  those  having  many  places,  and 
this  is  another  of  the  bugbears  we  have  to  explode  for  each  class  to 
whom  it  is  needed  to  teach  the  facts.  We  all  have  to  deal  with  the 
circumference  of  the  circle,  and  as  the  ratio  of  the  circumference  to 
the  diameter  is  not  capable  of  being  accurately  computed,  it  has  been 
the  source  of  argument  without  either  sense  or  end,  and  as  it  con- 
tains a difference  that  is  known  to  be  there  or  “ an  error  to  be  neg- 
lected,” we  can  refer  to  it  as  known  to  be  in  error,  and  to  what  an 
extent,  is  now  to  be  determined.  If  we  use  different  values  of  the 
number  of  decimals,  only  with  reference  to  what  amount  of  error  or 
correctness  they  will  afford,  it  will  be  profitable  to  study  them  with 
regard  to  their  future  use  in  the  work  of  actual  life. 

The  ratio  of  diameter  to  the  circumference  is  usually  said  to  be  as 
22  is  to  7 so  is  the  circumference  to  the  diameter,  and  this  is  correct 
with  plus  1 in  2,500;  and  if  we  use  the  not  so  usually  expressed 
factor  “as  377  is  to  120,”  and  the  error  is  reduced  to  1 in  40000  and 
is  plus  still,  the  older  and  more  used,  as  355  to  113,  and  the  error  is 
reduced  to  1 in  13,000,000  and  is  still  plus:  and  either  of  these 
amounts  are  ready  to  use  at  any  time  and  witn  no  college  or  other 
fitting  but  to  refer  to  the  so  much  used  ratio  of  3.1415926536  and  we 
have  an  error  of  1 in  about  300,000,000  and  it  still  remains  on  the 
plus  side,  or  it  is,  if  exactly  computed,  slightly  more  than  the  fact 
result,  but  it  is  so  near  that  no  measuring  instrument  has  vet  been 
constructed  that  will  or  can  measure  it.  It  must  be  noticed  that  in 
the  last  amount  used  we  find  ten  places  of  decimal. 

To  reduce  these  to  six  places  of  decimal,  and  we  have  as  3.141593  is 
&c.,  and  we  have  a result  that  is  one  nine-millionth  too  large,  or  still 
plus  in  its  error;  and  if  we  are  to  drop  off  another  decimal  or  two 
and  say  as  3.1416  is  &c.,  and  we  have  an  error  of  one  in  about  400,- 
000,  and  still  plus,  so  that  is  really  necessary  for  any  one  to  stop 
very  frequently  and  examine  into  the  correctness  of  the  figures 
stated  by  anyone  in  order  to  ascertain  what  is  to  be  the  factor  of 
correctness  in  the  results,  and  it  does  not  call  for  any  high  order  of 
education  to  do  this,  but  it  does  require  a good  amount  of  common 
or  uncommon  good  sense  to  find  out  where  the  reliability  comes  in 
on  such  statements  as  are  so  frequently  put  into  print,  particularly 
for  “engineers  and  firemen”  with  an  especial  view  of  “educating 
them,”  while  as  a rule  it  is  only  in  too  many  cases  misleading,  un- 
reliable and  worthless  to  the  men  it  is  said  to  be  intended  for. 

The  especial  instances  of  such  matters  are  entirely  too  many  for 
the  writer’s  time  or  the  space  at  his  service  in  the  Magazine,  and 
the  space  is  also  capable  of  doing  better  service  for  the  men  who  own 
or  pay  for  it,  but  these  especial  instances  are  called  to  their  attention 
to  show  what  is  being  done,  and  the  results  of  the  attempts. 

Only  a few  days  ago  the  attention  was  led  to  an  article  by  a man 
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who  claims  to  have  been  at  some  time  in  his  life  “an  engineer.”  He 
is  now  in  editorial  service,  and  satirical  often,  and  he  stated  in  a 
recent  issue  that  by  his  computations  a difference  of  270  h.  p.  was 
an  impossibility,  when  in  his  own  figures  he  had  made  a blunder  of 
four  inches  in  the  diameter  of  the  high  pressure  cylinders  of  an  en- 
gine under  discussion,  yet  he  condemned  it,  and  then  swore  at  the 
man  who  showed  him  “the  hole  he  had  fallen  into.” 


RUNNING  BY  AIR  PRESSURE. 

i 


BY  WILLIAM  WEILER. 


I am  highly  gratified  to  see  by  the  advance  sheets  of  the  Septem- 
ber Magazine  that  so  many  of  the  brothers  have  taken  an  interest 
in  the  question  I asked  in  the  July  number  about  running  a loco- 
motive a mile  without  fire,  steam  or  water  in  her,  and  that  they  have 
evinced  their  interest  by  sending  in  the  correct  answer,  expressed  in 
their  own  way,  and  with  more  or  less  particularity  as  to  details  of 
arrangement  on  the  cold  engine  while  being  towed  out  to  the  place 
of  trial.  I asked  the  same  question,  and  a few  additional  ones,  in 
the  columns  of  a so-called  higher  class  iournal,  over  thirteen  years 
ago,  and  it  remained  unanswered  for  so  long  that  for  shame’s  sake, 
and.  to  save  the  credit  of  the  organization,  I assumed  another  nom  de 
plume , and  with  the  full  sanction  of  the  editor  of  said  journal,  an- 
swered my  own  question.  It  was;  therefore,  with  some  misgivings 
about  the  result  that  I revived  this  old  question,  but  I felt  sure  that 
few,  if  any,  of  our  readers  had  ever  seen  it  in  print,  and  thought  I 
would  try  the  mettle  of  this  “lower”  organization  to  see  whether 
they  dare  tackle  a question  which  appeared  to  “stump”  the  other 
order,  and  as  a result  I am  agreeably  disappointed  in  having  three 
such  good  and  intelligent  answers  as  I find  m the  September  Maga- 
zine, and  it  rather  revives  my  hope  of  our  order  to  find  that  we  have 
men  in  our  ranks  who  have  pluck  and  audacity  to  take  hold  of  this 
question,  under  the  circumstances  attending  its  previous  appearance. 

In  noting  the  answers  given  by  the  brothers,  I find  that  they  all 
agree  on  having  the  cold  engine  in  the  reverse  motion  to  the  one 
in  which  she  is  being  towed,  but  Bro.  Edwards  says  nothing  about 
opening  the  throttle  to  give  the  air  a chance  to  go  where  it  is  wanted, 
although  it  seems  to  have  been  his  idea  that  the  air  should  pass  into 
the  boiler,  which  is  certainly  correct,  but  in  order  to  let  it  go  there 
you  have  to  open  the  throttle.  Bro.  McNaught  thinks  he  would  run 
with  the  cylinder  cocks  open,  but  while  it  is  usual  to  open  the  cyl- 
inder cocks  in  reversing,  it  would  not  be  good  policy  to  open  them 
when  it  is  desired  to  use  the  cylinders  as  an  air  pump ; for,  while 
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it  is  tree  that  they  would  admit  air  to  the  cylinder  while  the  piston 
was  moving  in  one  direction,  it  would  be  equally  true  that  they 
would  let  the  air  escape  again  on  the  return  stroxe  of  the  piston, 
and  while  you  would  be  pumping  air  all  the  time  you  would  not  be 
able  to  get  any,  or  at  least  but  very  little  of  it,  into  the  boiler.  To 
get  the  lull  benefit  of  the  air  pump  action  of  reversing  the  motion 
while  being  towed,  it  would  be  necessary  to  simply  open  the  throttle 
after  reversing.  The  air  would  then  be  drawn  from  the  stack 
through  the  exhaust  nozzles  and  the  exhaust  cavity  of  the  valve 
into  the  cylinder,  and  at  the  return  stroke  this  air  would  find  that 
the  valve  had  closed  the  way  by  which  it  entered,  and  opened  an- 
other passage  for  it  into  the  steam  chest,  and  from  there  to  the  steam 
pipe  and  into  the  boiler. 

Bro.  McNaught  would  like  to  know  something  about  the  distance 
it  would  be  necessary  to  tow  an  engine  to  get  pressure  enough  to  run 
her  a mile  or  two  by  air  pressure.  This  would,  of  course,  depend 
largely  upon  the  size  of  the  boiler  and  the  relative  size  of  the  cylin- 
ders; but  let  us  for  the  purpose  of  illustration  and  study,  assume 
that  we  have  a boiler  ft.  m diameter  with  say  180  tubes  or  flues, 
each  H£  ft.  long,  and  that  the  flues  take  up  enough  of  the  space  in 
the  boiler  to  equal  the  space  around  the  fire  box  and  over  the  crown 
sheet.  We  would  thus,  for  the  purpose  of  our  study,  have  a space 
by  11£  ft.;  and  as  a circle  4£  ft.  in  diameter  gives  us  an  area  of 
15.9  ft.,  we  find  that  this  multiplied  bv  the  lli  ft.  of  length  would 
give  us  182.85  ft.,  or  nearly  183  cubic  ft.  as  the  measure  of  contents 
of  the  boiler.  (I  have  never  seen  any  calculation  on  the  contents  of 
a boiler,  but  think  that  this  is  not  very  far  from  the  average  size 
boiler.)  Now,  if  we  assume  that  we  have  18  inch  cylinders,  with  24 
inch  stroke,  we  find  we  have  an  area  of  1.76  ft.,  which  multiplied  by 
2 ft.  would  give  us  a little  over  3i  cubic  ft.  as  the  capacity  of  the 
cylinder,  and  as  each  cylinder  would  be  filled  twice  for  each  revolu- 
tion of  the  wheel,  we  would  have  4 times  3£  ft.,  or  14  cubic  ft.  for 
each  revolution  of  the  wheel  in  theory,  but  as  you  could  not  get  the 
full  length  of  the  stroke  to  force  air  on  account  of  the  closing  of  the 
valve,  and  as  some  would  also  leak  around,  it  may  be  best  not  to 
assume  more  than  10  cubic  ft.  for  each  revolution  of  the  wheel,  and 
it  would  thus  take  about  eighteen  revolutions  of  the  wheel  to  fill  the 
boiler  once.  In  order  to  get  pressure  from  air,  the  boiler  would  have 
to  be  filled  till  it  contained  a number  of  atmospheres,  each  one  add- 
ing about  fourteen  pounds  to  the  pressure.  Now,  let  us  suppose 
that  the  boiler  is  entirely  empty,  not  having  even  air  in  it,  and  let 
her  be  supposed  to  be  in  tow.  At  the  moment  she  is  reversed  the 
air  is  beginning  to  be  pumped  in,  but  as  we  have  supposed  a vacuum 
in  the  boiler,  the  first  eighteen  revolutions  woula  simply  put  in 
enough  air  to  balance  the  pressure  of  the  outside  air,  ana  would  not 
show  on  the  steam  gauge,  as  that  is  adjusted  so  as  to  show  only  the 
pressure  above  the  atmosphere.  By  the  next  eighteen  revolutions 
we  pump  in  another  atmosphere,  and  the  gauge  would  then  show 
about  14  pounds,  and  from  this  time  on  each  eighteen  revolutions 
would  add  14  pounds  to  the  pressure. 
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A 6 ft.  wheel  would  revolve  about  280  times  to  the  mile,  or  154 
times  18,  and  would  thus  put  into  the  boiler  15£  atmospheres  of  14 
pounds  each  during  a mile  of  pumping,  and  should  show  about  206 
pounds  on  the  steam  gauge  at  the  end  of  the  mile,  provided  that  her 
tow  had  power  enough  to  overcome  the  force  that  her  pistons  would 
require  to  keep  on  putting  air  in  against  the  pressure  then  in  the 
boiler.  A smaller  wheel  would  make  more  revolutions  to  the  mile, 
and  would  accumulate  the  pressure  in  a proportionately  less  distance. 
With  over  200  pounds  of  pressure  it  is  safe  to  say  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  running  a locomotive  several  miles  instead  of  simply 
one,  as  Holly  agreed.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  did  not  get  200 
pounds  of  pressure  on  his  machine,  as  it  would  have  been  an  impos- 
sibility for  the  other  engine  to  tow  his  cold  one  far  enough  to  pump 
in  that  amount  of  pressure. 

I said  before  that  this  might  be  regarded  as  simply  a puzzle,  with 
no  practical  application,  but  I did  make  use  of  the  principle  some 
time  ago,  and  found  it  to  save  me  quite  a lot  of  work.  While  hostler- 
ing  a number  of  years  ago,  before  injectors  were  brought  to  the  state 
of  perfection  they  have  obtained  now,  we  had  some  very  poor  ones, 
ana  often  found  that  the  best  way  we  could  think  of  to  get  water 
into  the  boiler,  was  to  take  the  locomotive  out  on  a side  track  and 
fill  her  by  using  the  pump.  We  done  this  one  day,  but  when  I tried 
to  get  on  the  turntaole  up  a little  grade  I found  I could  not  make  it 
for  lack  of  steam.  I tried  the  other  side  of  the  table  where  the  grade 
was  not  so  steep,  with  no  better  luck ; and  the  question  then  was 
how  to  get  that  “ consolidation’1  into  the  roundhouse  without  either 
getting  up  more  steam  or  using  pinch-bars.  Another  engine  stood 
handy  with  plenty  of  steam,  so  we  got  her  and  coupling  her  up  to 
our  dead  one  and  placed  the  dead  one  on  the  table  with  the  live  one, 
and  while  doing  so  I had  my  helper  put  the  “consolidation”  in  re- 
verse gear,  with  the  throttle  open,  ana  watch  the  gauge.  The  space 
over  the  water  being  limited  pressure  ran  up  fast,  and  my  helper 
showed  by  his  hands  that  every  turn  of  the  wheel  seemed  to  add  10 
pounds  to  the  pressure,  and  before  we  got  to  the  table  we  had  40  pounds 
of  pressure,  which  enabled  us  to  run  her  into  the  roundhouse  without 
further  trouble.  Now,  which  was  the  best;  knowing  how  to  do  it 
and  using  the  knowledge,  or  taking  it  out  in  hard  work  for  myself 
and  helper,  and  expense  to  the  company? 


MOVEMENT  OF  THE  WHEEL. 

Mr.  McNaught  would  like  to  know  something  about  the  distance  a 
spot  on  the  outer  edge  of  a 5 ft.  wheel  will  travel  in  a given  travel. 
A spot  on  the  edge  of  a rolling  wheel  will  not  describe  a circle,  as  it 
would  if  it  was  simply  wheel  revolving  on  an  axis,  nor  does  it  describe 
an  arc  of  a true  circle.  The  different  points  of  a rolling  wheel  describe 
curves  either  more  springy  than  a true  circle,  and  then  called  para- 
bolic curves,  or  they  aTe  natter  than  a circle  and  are  then  callea  hy- 
perbolic curves.  The  curve  described  by  the  spot  on  the  edge  of  the 
wheel  belongs  to  the  former  class,  being  broader  at  the  top  than  a 
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true  circle  would  be.  There  are  a number  of  elaborate  rules  to  cal- 
culate the  distance  of  these  curves,  but  for  all  ordinary  purposes  it 
will  be  near  enough  to  say  that  a spot  on  the  edge  of  a wheel  will 
travel  four  times  its  diameter  in  each  revolution  of  the  wheel.  Take 
the  5 ft.  wheel  and  say  the  spot  is  down  at  the  rail,  and  roll  it  along 
on  the  rail  till  the  spot  touches  the  rail  again.  The  spot  will  then 
be  a little  over  15  ft.  in  a straight  line  from  the  place  it  started  from 
but  in  coming  to  this  place  it  was  at  one  time  5 ft.  above  the  rail 
and  thus  made  a detour  of  that  distance  and  returned  to  the  straight 
line.  If  the  spot  had  been  obliged  to  travel  straight  lines  it  would 
be  self  evident  that  it  would  have  to  travel  10  ft.  further,  five  out 
and  five  back,  but  as  it  “cut  across  lots”  in  its  travel  it  shortens  the 
distance,  and  by  actual  measurement  (with  small  wheels)  the  dis- 
tance really  traveled  by  the  spot  will  be  found  to  be  a fraction  over 
20  ft.,  and  hence  it  will  be  safe  to  say  that  a spot  on  the  edge  of  a 
5 ft.  wheel  travels  a curve  of  a little  over  20  ft.  in  making  one  revo- 
lution on  the  rail  and  being  then  a little  over  15  ft.  from  the  place 
of  starting,  and  that  this  rule  will  hold  good  for  any  size  wheel. 


CLINKERS. 


It  is  really  remarkable  how  quickly  these  young  fellows  become 
familiar  with  all  the  ins  and  outs  of  railroading;  nine  out  of  ten  of 
them  are  able  to  give  extremely  valuable  pointers  to  the  old  timers, 
from  the  general  manager  down,  after  six  months’  experience  as  a 
fireman  or  brakeman. 

If  one  is  after  pointers  concerning  the  proper  way  to  conduct  the 
business  of  railroading,  I don’t  know  where  he  could  get  more  of 
them  in  a given  time  than  by  attending  one  of  those  informal 
gatherings  of  firemen  and  brakemen,  which  are  in  continuous 
session  at  every  division  headquarters  in  the  country. 

The  distinguishing  feature  of  these  gatherings  is  that  they  are 
composed  mostly  of  the  callow  youths  of  the  service,  who  confine 
themselves  to  the  discussion  of  but  one  order  of  business,  namely : 
How  can  we  bring  the  old  timers  and  our  general  officers  to  a reali- 
zation of  the  fact  that  they  are  blockheads,  and  thus  improve  the 
service  for  the  benefit  of  all  ? 

The  ideas  advanced  are  sometimes  original,  and  always  startling, 
and  it  never  seems  to  occur  to  the  debaters  to  ask  themselves  how 
the  old  timers  have  managed  to  hold  their  jobs  so  long  without  get- 
ting acquainted  with  them  and  demonstrating  their  practicability  ; 
of  course  the  old  timers  have’nt  had  the  chance  to  learn  much 
about  railroading,  and  can't  be  expected  to  know. 
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It  is  a singular  fact,  that  as  fast  as  these  youthful  critics  gain  ex- 
perience ana  approach  the  time  when  they  may  have  a chance  to 
put  their  vehemently  expressed  ideas  in  practice,  they  forget  all 
about  them  and  join  the  ranks  of  the  despised  old  timers,  to  be  in 
their  turn  the  blockheads  of  the  service. 

Ignorant  criticism  is  always  to  be  avoided,  and  those  who  so 
freely  criticise  the  methods  of  the  old  timers  should  first  be  sure 
that  they  know  all  the  facts : there  is  many  a little  coolness  now  ex- 
isting between  engineers  ana  firemen  that  might  have  been  entirely 
avoided  by  becoming  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  before  speaking. 

Sentiment,  now-a-dayB  at  least,  don’t  cut  much  of  a figure  in  rail- 
roading, and  the  old  timer  is  generally  a man  who  knows  his  duty 
and  is  competent  to  perform  it,  else  he  would’nt  be  able  to  hold  his 
job ; he  may  have  some  odd  notions  about  certain  things,  but  they 
are  notions  which  he  has  gained  by  experience,  and  investigation 
will  show  that  he  can  nearly  always  give  good  reasons  for  them. 

Before  passing  judgment  on  the  acts  of  their  engineers,  firemen 
would  do  well  to  try  and  find  out  the  reason  for  these  acts ; it  may 
be  that  the  engineer  has  excellent  reasons  to  back  him  which  the 
fireman  knows  nothing  about,  and  he  will  nearly  always  be  found 
ready  to  give  those  reasons  if  asked  for  them  in  a courteous  manner. 
At  any  rate,  never  criticise  adversely  until  you  know  what  you  are 
talking  about. 


MECHANICAL  MISCELLANY. 


“ I have  just  been  figuring  up  what  it  will  cost  me  to  have  an  invention  pat- 
ented throughout  the  world,”  said  a young  Kansas  City  inventor,  “ and-I  have 
found  out.  It  will  take  a fortune.  There  are  on  this  mundane  sphere  sixty- 
four  governments  that  run  departments  devoted  to  fleecing  the  poor  inventor, 
and  pretend  to  give  his  idea  protection.  Sixteen  of  these  sharks  are  to  be 
found  in  Europe,  eight  in  Africa,  four  in  Asia,  twenty-seven  are  on  the  two 
continents  of  America,  and  nine  are  in  Oceanica.  Of  course,  the  charges  differ 
in  every  case;  some  are  comparatively  small,  others  are  not  so  small.  In  the 
aggregate  they  average  about  $227.85  each,  or  $14,550.  That’s  a pretty  sum 
for  a man  to  spend  to  keep  an  idea  from  being  stolen,  isn’t  it?”— National  Cor 
and  Locomotive  Builder. 


California  redwoood  has  several  characteristics  that  make  it  a remarkably 
good  lumber  for  car  building.  It  is  the  only  wood  known  which  will  neither 
shrink  nor  swell  on  exposure  to  the  weather  after  being  thoroughly  seasoned. 
Tests  Ifeve  been  repeatedly  made  by  immersing  redwood  in  water  for  days,  and 
it  was  in  no  case  perceptibly  changed.  This  makes  it  an  excellent  wood  for 
window  sashes  and  other  parts  which  cause  inconvenience  and  annoyance  by 
shrinkage  or  sweUlng.  Another  point  it  burns  slowly. — Loco.  Engineering 
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How  the  record  of  railroad  wrecks  goes  on.  Wrecks  come  about,  if  we 
could  believe  the  reports,  because  men  are  careless. — American  Machinist . 


The  Pennsylvania  Co.  have  changed  their  new  compound  from  oil  back  to  a 
coal  burner.  She  will  soon  be  tried  on  the  New  York  division,  where  her 
seven  foot  legs  ought  to  make  some  show  at  the  world’s  record. — Locomotive 
Engineering. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  fast  express  locomotive  on  the  Lake  Shore 
Railroad  which  draws  the  20  hour  Chicago  flyer  has  practically  no  lead  at  all 
on  the  slide  valves  of  the  engine.  In  full  gear  the  lead  is  one-sixty-fourth  of 
one  inch.  For  an  engine  that  runs  at  the  rate  of  fifty  miles  an  hour,  this 
seems  anomalous. — The  Engineer . , 


Recent  tests  of  armor  plate  by  the  Government  appear  to  demonstrate  that 
American  manufacturers  are  making,  if  not  the  best  in  the  world,  at  least  that 
which  is  not  surpassed.  Such  plate  costs  the  Government  $ 575  per  too,  and 
it  would  appear  that  it  costs  $30,000  to  $40,000  to  test  a lot,  making  it  an 
expensive  luxury. — American  Machinist. 


The  Schenectady  locomotives,  one  compound,  one  simple,  in  use  on  the  New 
York  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  are  equipped  with  Leach  sanding 
devices,  and  are  favorites  with  the  men.  They  say  they  use  less  than  one-third 
the  amount  of  sand  the  other  engines  do,  but  it  gets  to  the  right  spot  at  the 
right  time,  especially  on  the  start. — Locomotive  Engineering . 


The  Shaw  four-cylinder  locomotive  has  recently  been  overhauled  at  the 
Baldwin  shops  and  put  in  condition  to  run.  It  was  claimed  that  one  fault 
prevented  her  from  properly  showing  her  speed — a small  dry  pipe.  A new  8- 
inch  pipe  has  be?n  put  in,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  deliver  all  the  steam 
that  four  ten-inch  cylinders  can  use. — Locomotive  Engineering. 


Eccentric  keys  should  be  put  in  solidly  and  good  at  first,  if  never  after- 
ward. Some  new  engines  were  recently  sent  west  by  one  of  our  big  works 
with  offset  keys  clumsily  supplemented  by  strips  of  iron.  Manufacturers 
should  turn  out  work  that  is  right.  The  roundhouse  gang  can  be  depended 
upon  to  do  all  the  cobbling  necessary. — Locomotive  Engineering . 


Some  idea  of  what  it  would  cost  the  United  States  to  keep  up  with  European 
nations  in  the  way  of  naval  matters  may  be  had  from  the  fact  that  the  French 
Government  will  put  under  construction  in  1894  thirty-two  vessels,  from  those 
of  11,000  tons  armed  with  11.8  inch  guns  to  torpedo  boats,  and  having  speeds 
of  sixteen  to  thirty  knots.  It  is  throwing  away  a good  deal  of  money,  but 
then  it  is  modern  civilization. — American  Machinist. 


The  following  questions  that  are  to  come  before  the  Master  Mechanics  at 
their  next  convention  are  worth  the  consideration  of  inventors  and  manufac- 
turers: 

Devices  to  facilitate  the  oiling  of  fast  passenger  engines  when  on  long,  continuous  runs ; 
and  effective  cylinder  lubrication  with  high  pressure  steam. 

Special  shop  tools,  either  hand,  power,  pneumatic  or  electric,  applied  or  applicable  to 
locomotive  manufacture  and  repair  .—American  Machinist. 

L F M 4 Oct  93 


Digitized  by  ^ooQle 


866 


LOCOMOTIVE  FIKEMEN’8  MAGAZINE. 


Tub  mechanical  department  of  the  Chicago  & Alton  are  preparing  drawings 
for  a class  of  heavy  engine  adapted  for  the  hard  work  to  be  done  on  the  steep 
grades  of  the  western  divisions.  The  engines  will  be  ten -wheelers,  suitable 
for  freight  or  passenger  service.  The  cylinders  will  be  19x26  inches,  and  the 
boiler  will  be  made  large  enough  to  supply  steam  freely  under  the  most  severe 
conditions  of  service.  About  ten  of  the  engines  will  be  contracted  for  as 
soon  as  the  drawings  are  ready. — Locomotive  Engineering . 


California  redwood  has  several  characteristics  that  make  it  a remarkably 
good  lumber  for  car  building.  It  is  the  only  wood  Known  which  will  neither 
shrink  nor  swell  on  exposure  to  the  weather  after  being  thoroughly  seasoned, 
Tests  have  been  repeatedly  made  by  Immersing  redwood  in  water  for  days, 
and  it  was  in  no  case  perceptibly  changed.  This  makes  it  an  excellent  wood 
ior  window  sashes  and  other  parts  which  cause  inconvenience  and  annoyance 
by  shrinkage  or  swelling.  Another  good  point  about  redwood  is  that  it  burns 
very  slowly. — Locomotive  Engineering . 


H.  Walter  Webb,  third  vice  president  of  the  New  York  Central  A Hudson 
River  railroad,  has  issued  an  order  removing  aR  restrictions  to  the  hauling  of 
cars  equipped  with  the  New  York  air  brake  and  making  no  difference  between 
that  and  the  Westinghouse.  This  order  is  said  to  have  been  decided  upon  after 
the  result  of  the  recent  50-car  train  test  on  the  Central,  in  which  no  practical 
difference  was  found  in  the  action  of  the  two  brakes,  either  in  trains  of  their 
own  or  when  mixed  together.  This  will  probably  settle  a good  many  little 
disputes  on  this  question  now  occupying  attention  in  different  parts  of  the 
country. — Locomotive  Engineering. 


Those  presumably  familiar  with  the  matter  cite  the  New  York  Postoffice  as 
an  example  tending  to  show  that  government  employes  do  not  always  have  easy 
jobs  and  big  pay.  We  have  before  this  referred  to  what  we  believe  from  ob- 
servation to  be  true,  viz.,  the  rather  excessive  hard  work  to  which  the  letter 
carriers  are  subjected  in  New  York,  and  not  only  this,  but  the  advantage 
sought  to  be  taken  of  them  in  the  way  of  withholding  pay  for  overtime.  Now 
we  are  told  that  in  many  instances  the  clerks  are  overworked,  and  not  only 
that,  but  rather  poorly  paid.  There  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why  all  govern- 
ment employes  should  not  do  a fair  day’s  work  at  current  pay,  but  there  is  no 
good  reason  why  they  should  fare  considerably  worse  in  regard  to  both  than 
the  average  employes  of  private  parties  or  firms. — American  Machinist. 


Experiments  made  at  Glasgow,  Scotland,  with  lap-welded  steam  pipes  show 
only  a slight  difference  in  the  matter  of  strength  between  solid  plate  and  the 
weld.  A flange  about  2%  inches  tbick  was  screwed  on  to  each  end  of  the  pipe 
to  be  tested,  a recess  being  cut  in  this  flange,  into  which  the  pipe  was  fitted  to 
form  a thoroughly  water  tight  joint.  To  these  flanges  again  there  were  fixed 
bliud  flanges  with  close  pitched  bolts;  into  one  of  these  blind  flanges  the  pipe 
from  the  test  pump  was  screwed,  and  in  the  other  blind  flange  a small  hole 
w as  bored  close  to  the  top  of  the  pipe,  so  that  air  could  be  discharged  from 
the  water  in  the  pipe  before  the  bursting  pressure  was  applied,  the  hole  being 
afterward  closed  up.  One  pipe  of  11%  inches  bore  1$%  of  an  inch  thick, 
burBt  under  a pressure  of  3,100  pounds;  and  a pipe  of  8 inches  bore  and  ft  of 
an  inch  thick  burst  at  2,800  pounds  pressure.  Test  pieces  cut  from  ordinary 
stock  pipes  were  broken  both  when  hot  and  cold— the  results  showing  that 
there  was  no  difference  in  strength  between  the  hot  and  cold  pipes. — The  En- 
gineer. 
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THE  SUMMER’S  OUTIKG. 


Chautauqua,  August,  1893. 

In  whatever  direction  I start  for  a summer’s  trip,  I am  almost 
sure  to  find  this  delightful  place  before  my  wanderings  are  ended. 
Appealing  to  the  intellectual  as  well  as  the  physical  senses,  age  can- 
not wither  nor  custom  stale  its  infinite  variety.  One  finds  here  wa- 
ter and  woods  and  hills,  and,  in  the  very  best  form,  rest  and  recrea- 
tion for  both  body  and  mind.  In  extended  travel  I have  never 
found  air  more  delicious,  water  more  beneficial  or  climate  more  con- 
ducive to  health.  One  gets  here  the  sleep  of  the  just,  whether  his 
merits  deserve  it  or  not.  He  may  be  as  idle  and  useless  as  he 
chooses,  luxuriating  in  natures  beneficence  and  revelling  in  the 
dolce  far  nimte ; and  then  some  morning,  when  he  awakes  and  finds 
he  has  been  born  again  and  that  all  the  languor  and  lassitude  have 
been  spirited  away  and  he  begins  to  take  an  interest  in  the  things 
of  the  world,  lo,  all  that  the  mind  could  conceive  or  the  heart  desire 
is  at  his  command.  Does  he  want  music  ? It  peals  forth  from  the 
organ  and  the  hundreds  of  trained  voices,  and  is  interpreted  by 
masters  on  the  piano  and  violin.  Does  he  care  for  art  ? It  is  here 
for  the  seeking,  m its  many  varied  and  beautiful  forms.  Would  he 
study  the  languages,  the  sciences,  any  branch  of  the  learning  ? He 
has  only  to  knock  at  the  door  of  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts  with  its 
corps  of  distinguished  professors.  Or  does  he  belong  to  that  aristoc- 
racy which  prefers  to  receive  through  lectures  the  results  of  others’ 
labors  ? He  may  choose  from  the  best  the  world  has  to  offer,  which 
has  brought  its  perfected  fruits  to  Chautauqua.  The  religious  find 
here  an  atmosphere  of  pure  delight,  of  sermons,  of  Bible  study,  of  sa- 
cred music ; while  the*  agnostic  may  revel  in  an  atmosphere  of  the 
aesthetic  and  the  transcendental.  The  sentimentalist  may  swing  in 
a hammock  down  by  the  murmuring  waves  and  read  Browning  all 
the  long  summer  day  • while  the  athelete  rows  and  swings  and  bowls 
and  bicycles  from  early  morn  till  dewy  eve.  They  do  not  ask  your 
opinions,  watch  your  actions  or  criticise  your  methods  at  Chautau- 
qua, and  you  find  here  that  same  freedom  which  obtains  in  a large 
city,  where  the  people  are  too  numerous  and  too  busy  to  concern 
themselves  with  any  one  individual. 

The  present  has  witnessed  more  improvements  than  any  previous 
season.  The  amphitheatre,  around  which  are  clustered  so  many 
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Eleasant  associations,  has  been  replaced  with  another,  much  larger, 
andsomer  and  more  convenient.  It  is  thirty  feet  in  diameter  larger 
than  the  old  one  and  is  185  feet  long  and  160  feet  wide,  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  10,000.  The  roof  is  supported  by  steel  columns 
bearing  bridge  trusses ; the  seats  rise  in  concentric  tiers,  facing  the 
great  organ  and  the  choir  of  several  hundred  seats.  On  the  plat- 
form, where  have  stood  the  noted  speakers  of  two  continents,  is  a 
handsome  desk  made  of  olive  wood  from  Jerusalem.  Opening  out 
on  the  ravine,  spanned  by  the  well-remembered  rustic  bridge,  are  re- 
ception rooms,  offices,  piazzas,  etc.  The  sides  of  the  building  are 
left  open,  as  of  old,  and  surrounded  by  magnificent  trees,  through 
which  gleam  the  blue  waters  of  the  lake,  and  at  night  the  whole  is 
brilliantly  illuminated  by  arches  of  electric  lights.  The  amphithe- 
atre cost  about  $25,000,  and  is  probably  the  largest  of  the  Kind  in 
the  world. 

Chautauqua  claims  to  be  almost  perfect  from  a sanitary  stand- 
point. During  the  past  year  an  entire  new  sewerage  system  has 
been  introduced,  costing  over  $85,000,  and  said  to  be  the  most  com- 
plete of  the  kind  in  the  United  States.  The  depth  of  the  main  lines 
is  about  sixteen  feet  and  there  are  seven  miles  of  sewers.  A thor- 
oughly scientific  method  is  employed,  the  sewage  is  disinfected  and 

Sitated  by  chemicals,  the  precipitate  is  pressed  into  blocks  and 
away,  and  the  remainder,  transformed  into  perfectly  pure  wa- 
ter, flows  into  the  lake.  This  is  said  to  be  the  best  sewerage  system 
ever  yet  devised  and  solves  a vital  question,  for  one  would  hesitate 
to  live  even  in  Arcadia  if  there  were  defects  in  the  sewers.  Chau- 


tauqua obtains  her  water  out  of  the  depths  of  the  lake,  300  feet  from 
the  shore.  During  the  past  year  several  miles  of  cement  walks  have 
been  laid,  new  parks  have  been  made,  new  fountains  placed,  a new 
electric  power  nouse  built  and  altogether,  nearly  $100,000  of  im- 

Erovements  have  been  made.  Many  new  and  beautiful  cottages 
ave  been  built  and  there  are  few  watering  places  which  number  so 
many  permanent  summer  homes. 

Mr.  Lewis  Miller,  of  Akron,  O.,  the  originator  of  the  famous  Chau- 
tauqua Assembly,  still  continues  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees ; W.  A.  Duncan^  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  has  been  for  the  past  ten 
years  its  most  efficient  Secretary.  Chancellor  John  H.  Vincent, 
who  is  so  inseparably  connected  with  the  institution,  is  now  a Bish- 
op in  the  Methodist  church,  and  this  season  was  obliged  to  be  in 
Europe.  His  place,  however,  is  acceptably  filled  by  his  son,  the  Vice 
Chancellor,  George  E.  Vincent.  Dr.  W.  R.  Harper,  the  distin- 
guished President  of  Chicago  University,  is  Principal  of  the  College 
of  Liberal  Arts,  which  owes  its  world-wide  reputation  to  his  com- 
manding ability. 

Everbody  who  is  able  to  take  a summer's  outing  should  spend  one 
season  at  Chautauqua,  and,  having  spent  one,  he  will  desire  to  re- 
turn again  and  again. 

In  speaking  of  Chautauqua  we  are  apt  to  think  only  of  the  As- 
sembly Grounds,  but  the  lake  is  surrounded  by  lovely  summer  re- 
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sorts,  fine  hotels,  handsome  cottages,  club  houses  and  picturesque 
white  tents  in  cosy  nooks.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  the  present  season  is 
very  dull.  The  great  World’s  Fair  has  attracted  the  major  portion 
who  are  able  to  leave  home,  and  the  precarious  financial  conditions  have 
made  it  necessary  for  hundreds  to  remain  at  home  and  practice  the 
strictest  economy.  It  always  detracts  from  my  enjoyment  of  travel 
to  think  of  the  many  who  must  toil  without  respite  all  the  weary 
year.  History  does  not  record  a time  when  these  inequalities  did 
not  exist,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  hope  that  all  men  will  ever  be 
equal  in  the  possession  of  worldly  goods.  There  is,  however,  a con- 
solation in  the  fact  that  in  no  country  in  the  world  are  the  oppor- 
tunities for  all  so  nearly  equal  as  in  our  own.  Here  there  is  at  least 
a chance  for  the  poor  and  humble.  The  father  and  mother  can  say. 
“Well,  there  may  be  nothing  for  us  but  toil  and  poverty,  but  we  will 
educate  our  children  and  prepare  them  to  make  something  better  out 
of  life  than  we  have  been  able  to  do.”  Many,  perhaps  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  the  large  majority,  of  the  people  in  the  United  States 
who  are  in  comfortable  circumstances,  are  only  one  or  two  genera- 
tions removed  from  poor  and  obscure  ancestors.  The  most  sacred 
duty  that  we  owe  to  our  children  is  to  do  all  that  lies  in  our  power 
to  prepare  them  for  a more  successful  and  prosperous  life  than  we 
ourselves  have  been  enabled  to  secure.  It  rests  with  us  to  see  that 
they  are  properly  equipped,  the  rest  they  must  do  for  themselves; 
ana  the  one  thing  above  all  others  for  parents  to  bear  in  mind  is 
that  the  foundation  of  this  equipment  is  an  education.  The  suc- 
cessful men  and  women  of  the  future  must  be  educated.  The  day 
when  ignorance  can  succeed  is  passing  away. 

I wish  it  were  possible  for  every  tired  man  and  woman  to  have  a 
vacation,  even  though  it  were  a brief  one.  It  has  a wonderfully 
beneficial  effect  and  sends  us  home  with  renewed  courage  to  take  up 
the  duties  once  more.  The  very  things  and  the  very  people  who 
seemed  insupportable  because  we  were  so  tired  of  them,  take  on  new 
attractions  after  we  have  been  separated  from  them  for  awhile.  The 
custom  of  taking  vacations  is  increasing,  as  its  benefits  are  becoming 
recognized,  and  in  the  little  volume  of  “Looking  Forward”  which 
all  of  us  are  writing  in  our  minds,  we  will  put  a summer  outing  for 
every  man,  woman  and  child. 

Iam  writing  in  northern  New  York,  on  the  eve  of  a long  journey 
to  the  Pacific  coast,  with  the  one  I love  best  in  all  the  world.  If  the 
trip  is  made  in  safety,  I hope  to  be  able  to  describe  the  interesting 
points  next  month  for  our  readers. 


LOVE, 

Love  is  the  spring  of  life, 

Joy  never  ending: 

Love  settles  ev’ry  strife, 

Sweet  peace  sending 
To  hearts  hard  as  stone, 

Lives  black  with  sin. 

To  natures  callous  grown 
To  the  misery  within. 

San  Antonio,  Tax. 


Love,  a gift  from  heaven, 

Lightens  every  care. 

Of  all  fair  blessings  given 
To  mortals,  ’tis  most  fair. 

Oh,  love,  sweet  love,  I praise  thee 
And  bless  thee  ev’ry  day. 

For  what  thou  art  to  me 
No  heart  save  mine  can  say. 

Ida  Gregory. 


Digitized  by  ^ooQle 


870 


LOCOMOTIVE  FIREMEN’S  MAGAZINE. 


THE  HOUSEKEEPERS’  NATIONAL  LEAGUE. 

» 

Although  women  have  entered  largely  into  business  life  and  are 
devoted  to  clubs  and  occupied  with  many  theories  and  schemes, 
there  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  they  have  lost  interest  in  the  old, 
time  honored  occupation  of  .housekeeping.  On  the  contary  our 
homes  never  were  so  beautifully  kept  as  at  the  present  day,  and 
women  have  a new  ambition  to  reduce  the  management  of  the  house- 
hold to  a system  and  conduct  it  on  scientific  principles,  and,  as  we 
have  before  remarked,  nowhere  is  science  so  badly  needed.  As  this 
is  a day  of  federation  of  forces,  of  course  it  is  necessary  to  form  an  or- 
ganization, if  anything  is  to  be  accomplished,  and  several  national 
associations  have  been  established  to  study  household  economics  and 
promote  the  interests  of  good  housekeeping.  One  of  these,  which 
seems  to  contain  much  promise,  had  its  origin  at  the  well-known 
Jackson  Sanitorium,  at  Dansville,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Emma  P.  Ewing,  pro- 
fessor of  household  economy,  whose  work  has  been  often  noticed  in 
this  department,  gives  annually  a course  of  lectures  and  lessons  at 
this  beautiful  resort,  and,  as  the  outgrowth  of  these,  the  Housekeepers’ 
National  League  was  formed,  last  September  and  will  hold  its  first 
annual  meeting  in  Chicago  in  October.  Its  objects  are  as  follows: 

1st.  The  introduction  of  scientific  and  economical  methods  of  cookery  in* 
to  our  kitchens,  and  of  trained  labor  into  every  department  of  onr  homes. 

2d.  The  regulation  of  household  labor  on  a basis  of  justice  to  the  employer 
and  employed. 

3d.  The  enlightenment  of  all  classes  of  the  community  upon  the  importance 
of  unadulterated  food,  and  the  proper  care  and  preservation  of  food  products 
in  the  market  and  the  household. 

4th.  The  introduction  of  Household  Science  as  an  important  branch  of  edu- 
cation in  all  colleges  for  women,  and  all  schools  to  which  girls  are  admitted. 

5th.  The  establishment  of  a National  School  of  Household  Science  where 
methods  of  work  may  be  intelligently  tested,  and  teachers  scientifically  trained 
and  equipped  for  giving  thorough  instruction  in  the  household  arts. 

The  officers  are  distributed  throughout  the  different  sections  of  the 
country.  No  admission  fee  is  charged,  as  it  is  believed  there  will  be 
enough  interest  to  furnish  such  contributions  as  are  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  work.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  association  that  local  leagues 
may  be  formed  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  auxiliary  to  the  National 
League,  and  that,  through  lectures  and  lessons  and  mutual  counsel 
and  co-operation,  some  solution  may  be  found  for  the  many  vexing 
questions  that  press  upon  the  housekeeper. 

After  the  organization  Mrs.  Ewing  delivered  a lecture  on  “Home 
Making”  which  I wish  it  were  possible  to  reproduce  entire.  She  said 
among  other  good  things  : 

It  may  be  deemed  a very  little  thing  to  trim  a lamp,  to  make  a bed,  or  to  pre- 
pare a meal,  but  human  happiness  is  seriously  affected  by  little  things.  Life 
is  largely  made  up  of  them,  and  the  wife,  or  mother,  or  sister  who  sees  that  in 
the  house  under  her  supervision,  each  lamp  is  properly  trimmed,  each  bed  care- 
fully made,  and  each  meal  skillfully  prepared,  makes  every  nook  within  that 
household  brighter  and  pleasanter  for  her  care,  and  exerts  an  influence  for 
good  upon  the  different  members  of  the  family,  that  widens  and  expands 
illimitably. 
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She  says  most  truly,  that  where  the  table  is  always  spread  with 
healthful  and  well  prepared  food,  and  the  home  surroundings  are  al- 
ways cheerful  and  pleasant,  the  family  are  hedged  about  with  barriers 
that  are  well-nigh  impregnable  to  assaults  from  outside  foes.  She  ar- 
gues that,  while  the  taste  for  the  aesthetic  and  beautiful  should  be  en- 
couraged, nothing  is  so  vital  a necessity  as  well-prepared  food.  She 
pleads  for  schools  of  domestic  science  where  girls  may  be  qualified 
for  housekeeping,  as  they  are  now  prepared  for  all  other  occupations 
in  life.  Her  opinion  will  be  indorsed  by  all  sensible  persons  when 
she  says : 

If  the  women  who  are  to  be  future  wives  and  mothers  of  our  country  will 
qualify  themselves  thoroughly  in  these  arts,  the  present  reign  of  slovenly  do- 
mestic ignorance  will  give  place  to  a reign  of  orderly  intelligence,  “household 
drudgery”  will  become  a forgotten  phrase,  and  the  brighest,  sweetest,  most  de- 
lightful place  on  earth  wiU  be  an  American  home.  In  that  good  time  the  hand 
that  win  wield  the  most  potent  influence  in  moral,  social,  and  political  affairs 
wUl  be  the  hand  of  the  successful  home-maker. 

*•  Mrs.  Ewing  has  had  charge  of  the  summer  school  cookery  at  Chau- 
tauqua for  the  past  ten  years  and  she  says  that  during  that  time  not 
less  than  twenty  five  hundred  women  have  studied  culinary  science 
in  her  classes  there,  besides  hundreds  who  have  attended  free  lessons 
and  lectures.  These  have  included  many  young,  unmarried  women 
who  are  anxouis  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  duties  of  a wife.  In 
addition  to  her  work  at  Chautauqua  Mrs.  E wing  is  encaged  for  every 
month  in  the  year  in  the  different  cities  throughout  tne  country  by 
various  institutions,  clubs  and  classes,  which  snows  the  wide  spread 
interest  that  is  taken  in  this  subject.  She  has  been  engaged  to  give 
lectures  and  lessons  daily  in  the  model  Kitchen  at  the  World’  Fair 
during  the  months  of  June  and  October. 

These  are  encouraging  signs  and  promise  much  for  the  homes  of 
the  future.  While  women  will  continue  to  enter  the  trades  and  pro- 
fessions and  crowd  the  ranks  of  bread-winners,  yet  the  vast  majority 
will  marry  and  become  housekeepers.  There  are  over  two  hundred 
professional  teachers  of  household  science  in  the  United  States  and 
it  is  being  introduced  into  many  schools.  Although  one  of  the  oldest 
of  occupations,  modern  life  has  made  many  improvements  possible, 
and  the  modern  woman  will  not  be  satisfied  until  she  has  mastered 
all  of  them.  Let  the  modern  man  offer  every  encouragement,  and  he 
will  receive  his  full  share  of  the  reward. 


PLAGIARISM. 


In  the  July  number  of  the  Magazine,  page  619,  is  an  article  enti- 
tled “Adrift  on  the  World,”  signed  Mrs.  Jessie  Hamon,  Makanda, 
Ills.  A letter  from  Mrs.  M.  Orrell,  Murphysboro,  Ills.,  states  that  the 
article  was  written  by  her  daughter  Ida,  whose  sad  death  we  noticed 
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last  month,  and  published  in  the  Trainmens ’ Journal . It  was 
copied  bodily  by  Mrs.  Hamon  and  sent  to  the  Firemen’s  Magazine 
as  original.  It  seems  to  be  impossible  to  avoid  these  things,  and  we 
can  only  express  our  apologies  to  the  real  author  and  our  contempt 
for  the  plagiarist. 


The  Southern  Presbyterians,  in  session  at  Macon,  Ga.,  issued  the 
following  decree: 

The  session  must  absolutely  enforce  the  injunction  of  Scripture  forbidding 
women  to  speak  in  churches  (1  Cor.  14:34),  or  in  any  way  failing  to  observe 
that  relative  subordination  to  men  that  is  taught  in  1 Cor.  11:13,  and  other 
places. 

Shades  of  St.  Paul!  what  a dreadful  thing  to  be  a Presbyterian 
woman  in  Georgia.  Is  there  not  some  other  cnurch  which  will  per- 
mit them  to  speak?  It  seems  hard  for  a woman  to  have  to  give  up 
either  her  religion  or  her  power  of  speech.  It  is  not  strange  that  the 
men  have  to  issue  an  “ edict  ” to  compel  subordination,  if  the  above 
is  a fair  specimen  of  the  kind  they  have  down  there. 


The  Kentucky  legislature  has  passed  an  act  giving  a married  wom- 
an the  right  to  collect  and  dispose  of  the  rent  of  any  real  estate  which 
is  her  separate  property.  Hitherto  the  husband  has  had  the  sole 
right  to  the  use  ana  income  of  all  the  wife’s  real  estate,  and  it  could 
be  taken  to  pay  his  debts  contracted  before  marriage.  But  the  law 
has  gone  stnl  further  and  granted  a married  woman  the  right  to 
make  a will.  The  husband,  however,  still  has  the  right  to  his  wife’s 
earnings  and  can  collect  and  spend  them  at  his  own  sweet  will. 

NOTES. 


Frequent  inquiries  are  made  by  private  letter  as  to  the  methods  of 
organizing  ladies  auxiliaries  to  the  B.  of  L.  F.  In  the  August 
nnmber  will  be  found  a list  of  the  lodges,  the  names  of  the  grand 
officers,  organizers,  etc.  By  applying  to  the  latter  our  correspon- 
dents will  receive  more  satisfactory  information  than  could  be  given 
here.  The  editor  of  the  Magazine  has  spoken  in  strong  approval  of 
these  lodges  for  woman  and  the  editor  of  this  department  adds  a 
warm  indorsement.  They  can  be  of  great  benefit  to  both  the  men 
and  women,  promoting  acquaintance,  giving  pleasant  social  enter- 
tainment. teaching  women  the  dignity,  decorum  and  other  valuable 
lessons  of  the  lodge  room  and  enabling  them  better  to  appreciate  the 
value  of  the  lodge  to  men.  The  number  of  ladies  auxiliaries  is  in- 
creasing rapidly  and  we  wish  them  unlimited  success. A num- 

ber of  excellent  communications  have  been  edited  and  sent  to  the 
publisher  to  be  used  in  this  department  but  it  has  been  impossible 
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to  give  them  the  necessary  space.  We  regret  this,  as  it  is  a disap- 
pointment to  the  writers  and  a loss  to  the  readers,  but  it  seems  to  be 

unavoidable. It  is  very  seldom  that  we  have  to  apologize  for  a 

typographical  error  in  the  Magazine,  but  a most  annoying  one  oc- 
curred in  the  August  number  in  the  Woman’s  Department.  On  page 
717,  in  the  first  line  of  the  last  paragraph,  the  word  master  should 
read  “mother.”  We  would  not  like  to  refer  to  the  wife  and  mother 

as  the  “master”  of  the  household. Being  constantly  on  the  wing 

for  ten  long  weeks  is  not  conducive  to  reading,  and  the  difficulty  of 
having  one’s  papers  and  magazines  follow  the  sumfher’s  travel  makes 
it  impossible  to  keep  a close  record  of  current  events.  Although  the 
season  has  been  filled  with  pleasant  things,  one  rejoices  to  be  quietly 
settled  once  more  at  the  old  familiar  desk  and  to  take  up  the  daily 
routine  of  work  which  one  enjoys  because  it  has  become  so  much  a 
part  of  life. 


CHILDREN. 


This  subject  has  been  discussed  over  and  over  again,  yet  there  is  room  for 
many  more  theories. 

A good  part  of  life’s  discipline  results  from  the  instructions  of  the  family. 
Our  lives  are  mainly  spent  at  home ; we  were  born  at  home,  taught  to  speak  fla 
home,  trained  in  habits  of  life  chiefly  at  home,  and  tried  in  a thousand  ways  in 
temper  and  disposition  at  home,  and  swayed  by  home  influences  in  aU  the  rela- 
tions we  sustain  in  life. 

Children  in  our  homes  are  blessed  little  ministers.  Who  can  teU  of  all  the 
sweet  life  that  bubbles  up  from  their  hearts?  Did  you  ever  notice  the  intro- 
duction of  children  when  they  first  meet  each  other?  A look  and  a smile,  which 
calls  up  a returning  look  and  smile  from  the  little  stranger  and  they  are 
friends.  Is  it  not  a joy  to  think  of  the  sweet  trust  they  repose  in  us?  The 
gentle  mother  knows  this  as  she  soothes  the  restless  child  or  sweetly  approves 
of  every  success. 

How  many  of  us  revert  to  our  childish  days,  at  the  time  when  all  affections 
bud  and  bloom  in  the  home  of  sunshine  ? 

Never  forget  that  children  have  social  rights,  make  them  clearly  understand 
their  duties  and  privileges.  A good  family  government  is  a glorious  arrange- 
ment for  a child.  Order  is  heaven’s  first  law,  and  to  make  them  subject  to  the 
first  law  of  heaven  is  to  take  the  first  step.  Let  everything  be  done  decently 
and  in  order.  The  welfare  of  the  household  requires  time  and  reason. 
Take  care  to  be  strictly  truthful  with  your  children.  They  learn  in  their 
tender  years  to  study  our  faces  and  to  interpret  meaning  by  our  expression. 
Be  deeply  sincere  with  them.  If  we  are  not  truthful  they  will  observe  it;  we 
shall  sow  the  seed  of  infidelity  which,  long  after  we  are  gone,  shall  spring 
from  our  coffined  clay  and  bear  fruit  unto  death.  Children  may  be  too  strictly 
reared,  but  never  too  deeply  impressed  with  the  truth.  Let  us  as  parents  be 
careful  what  we  promise  and  threaten.  But  when  we  have  deliberately  spoken, 
however  costly,  however  painful,  let  us  fulfill.  Let  no  persuasion,  no  teasing 
change  our  well-considered  words.  If  we  lie  to  our  children  we  injure  our- 
selves, we  weaken  our  authority,  and  we  harm  the  spiritual  character  of  our 
children,  maybe  forever.  You  want  your  children  to  prosper.  Guide  them 
then  in  that  way.  Every  child  needs  direction,  but  the  highest  prosperity  does 
not  consist  of  material  treasures.  There  is  something  to  be  desired  more 
than  material  things.  Train  up  your  children  in  the  way  they  ought  to  go,  and 
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when  they  are  old  they  will  not  depart  from  it.  The  training  chiefly  belongs 
to  you,  it  is  your  duty,  your  responsibility.  It  is  true  that  the  holy  spirit  can 
alone  give  spiritual  life  to  the  household,  but  we  can  mould  and  fit  the  temple 
for  the  divine  presence.  We  can  build  the  alter  and  lay  sacrifice  in  order,  and 
then  wait  the  confident  assurance,  the  promised  blessing  from  heaven. 

Christian  mothers,  have  you  a family  altar  ? If  not,  I beseech  you  to  erect 
one.  “ But,”  says  one,  “ my  husband  is  not  a Christian,  and  I have’nt  the 
courage.”  God  alone  can  give  you  grace,  and  in  so  doing  it  may  be  the 
means  of  leading  your  husband  to  Christ.  A family  thus  trained  to  devout- 
ness is  almost  sure  to  receive  Heaven’s  benediction.  Mothers  have  special 
charge  in  the  religious  instruction  of  their  little  ones.  It  is  a work  which  can- 
not be  delegated  to  others.  No  friend,  however  near,  no  Christian,  however 
true,  can  do  for  your  offsprings  what  you,  mothers,  can  accomplish.  It  is 
within  your  province  to  write  lessons  on  their  tender  hearts  that  will  never 
fade  away.  Eva  McClurt . 

Galion,  O. 


A cunning  young  man,  unmarried,  attended  a wedding  in  the  country  the 
other  evening,  and  after  the  ceremony  was  over  he  suggested  to  a young  lady 
present  that  he  and  she  sing,  “ More  to  Follow.”  The  young  lady,  however, 
said  she  preferred  to  sing  “ Just  as  I am.”  The  young  man  remained  quiet 
the  rest  of  the  evening. 


Mrs.  A.  J.  Pyle,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  owns  and  manages  the  largest  dyeing, 
scouring  and  carpet  cleansing  establishment  in  the  south.  Left  a widow  nine 
years  ago,  with  a family  to  support,  she  undertook  the  conduct  of  the  business 
formerly  carried  on  by  her  husband,  and  has  managed  it  with  such  success  that 
the  custom  of  the  firm  has  more  than  doubled.  She  has  moved  into  a large 
new  building  erected  for  the  purpose,  and  has  extended  her  business  through- 
out the  southern  states,  including  Florida  and  Texas.  Mrs.  Pyle  has  receivwi 
diplomas  from  several  state  fairs  and  from  the  last  state  exposition  for  su- 
perior work.  * 


A RECIPE  FOR  A DAY. 

BY  AMOS  R.  WELLS. 


Take  a little  dash  of  water  oold 
And  a little  leaven  of  prayer, 

And  a little  bit  of  morning  gold 
Dissolved  in  the  morning  air. 

Add  to  yonr  meal  some  merriment 
And  a thought  for  kith  and  kin, 

And  then,  as  your  prime  ingredient, 

A plenty  of  work  thrown  in. 

But  spice  it  all  with  the  essence  of  love 
Ana  a little  whiff  of  play. 

Let  a wise  old  book  and  a glance  above 
Complete  the  well-made  day. 
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CONTRIBUTED 

BY  EUGENE  V.  DEBS  TO  THE  WORLD'S  FAIR  LABOR  CONGRESS. 


THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  WORKINGMEN. 


I appreciate  the  compliment  of  the  Labor  Congress  in  assigning 
me  a place  in  its  deliberations. 

Standing  upon  this  platform,  this  mount  of  vision,  surveying  my 
surroundings  and  contemplating  this  Labor  Congress  as  one  of  the 
auxiliaries  of  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  I realize  in  some 
measure  the  gigantic  strides  of  progress  the  nations  are  mating  to- 
wards fraternity  and  federation. 

It  requires,  I confess,  a more  far  reaching  vision  than  I can  boast 
to  penetrate  the  future  and  determine  the  date  when  battle-flags  will 
be  furled,  when  the  drum -beats  of  war  shall  be  hushed  to  silence 
and  the  Parliament  of  the  World  shall  assemble  to  deliberate  under 
the  sublimating  influences  of  “ peace  ” and  “ good  will  toward  men.” 
But,  if  there  is  anything  in  the  signs  of  the  times  calculated  to  in- 
spire hope,  the  “ medicine  of  the  miserable,”  then  it  must  be  con- 
ceded that  a Labor  Congress  as  an  appendage  of  the  World’s  Colum- 
bian Fair  is  a token  of  cheering  significance,  a blazing  signal  in  the 
wilderness  of  doubt  and  apprehension,  a lighthouse  on  the  stormy 
coast  where  labor  has  often  Been  wrecked  when  seeking  a harbor  of 
security  and  repose. 

I accept  with  diffidence  the  theme  assigned  me  for  discussion,  the 
“organization  of  workingmen.”  I know  the  subject  is  trite,  that  it 
has  been  on  the  lips  of  ten  thousand  men  for  a century  or  more.  I 
know  from  readings  and  from  observation  how  toilsome  has  been  the 
march  of  labor  during  all  the  centuries  since  Pharaoh’s  slaves  built 
the  pyramids,  hewed  out  the  sphvnx  and  reared  the  obelisks,  since 
other  slaves  built  the  seven  wonders  of  the  world,  aye,  the  multi- 
plied wonders  along  the  track  the  nations  have  traveled. 

In  all  of  the  ages  past  the  workingman  has  been  doomed  to  toil 
and  to  silence.  Born  to  toil  and  to  drudgery,  uncomplainingly  he 
bowed  his  head  and  back  in  token  of  submission,  crawled  in  the 
dust  at  the  behest  of  superiors  and  accepted  his  cruel  fate  as  taught 
by  the  gods  and  church,  and  steeped  in  ignorance  and  superstition, 
had  a vague  idea  that  when  his  bitter  task  was  ended,  somewhere  a 
better  life  was  in  store  for  him. 

Nor  is  labor  yet  redeemed  from  the  blighting  curses  of  the  past, 
nor  has  it  moved  anywhere  in  all  of  the  shining  zones  that  belt  the 
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earth  a fraction  of  an  inch  towards  improved  conditions  except  by 
the  lifting  and  emancipating  power  of  organization. 

In  making  this  declaration  I unhesitatingly  challenge  the  world. 
If  it  is  asserted  that  here  and  there,  now  and  then,  laws  have  been 
enacted  for  the  amelioration  of  workingmen,  the  irrefutable  truth 
stands  forth  that  such  laws  had  their  origin  in  the  councils  of  or- 
ganized labor  and  were  forced  upon  the  statute  books  by  the  con- 
quering energy  of  organized  workingmen. 

In  saying  this,  I pronounce  no  undue  eulogy  upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  workingmen.  I am  not  required  to  proclaim  that  labor  or- 
ganizations are  immaculate.  I know  they  are  human  and  I frankly 
concede  their  errors.  I know  of  the  long  captivity  of  workingmen, 
of  the  Red  seas  they  have  passed,  of  their  wanderings  in  the  wilder- 
ness with  burning  thirst  and  consuming  hunger  in  search  of  a prom- 
ised land.  Organized  for  victory  they  have  often  experienced  de- 
feat. Their  enemies,  intrenched  in  wealth  and  commanded  by  gen- 
erals of  consummate  abilities,  have  often  been  able  to  demoralize 
the  forces  of  organized  labor  and  subject  the  defeated  to  penalties  of 
harrowing  severity.  But  labor’s  battles  have  not  all  been  lost,  nor 
are  labor’s  hosts  disbanded  or  discouraged.  On  the  contrary,  organ- 
ized workingmen  were  never  more  confident  of  success,  never  more 
hopeful  of  the  future  of  labor  than  now,  and  for  this  trust  and  ex- 
pectation there  are  many  and  cogent  reasons. 

In  the  first  place,  experience  has  taught  organizations  of  working- 
men the  supreme  value  of  education,  of  mental  development  and  in- 
tellectual grasp.  The  great  brain  of  labor  has  lain  comparatively  dor- 
mant, except  as  exercised  along  the  line  of  the  chosen  field  erf  work. 
Learning  in  its  best  sense  has  not  been  in  alliance  with  labor  organi- 
zations. It  has  been  thought  sufficient  for  workingmen  to  be  skilled 
in  their  trades,  to  hew  and  saw  to  lines  marked  out  by  others  and 
to  be  content  with  the  A,  B C of  knowledge,  a species  of  slavery  and 
degradation  which  forever  held  their  noses  to  the  grindstone  of  de- 
pendence and  kept  their  feet  tramping  the  same  tread- mill  journeys 
m which  there  was  neither  development  nor  advancement.  The 
men  who  thought  controlled  those  who  toiled.  As  in  the  academies 
where  Pluto  and  Aristotle  taught,  workingmen  have  been  excluded 
from  the  benefits  and  blessings  to  be  derived  from  science  and  philo- 
sophy which  related  to  their  emancipation  from  conditions  imposed 
by  centuries  of  ignorance  and  oppression.  But  the  spirit  of  organi- 
zation touched  them,  united  them  in  one  vast  body,  sent  the  red 
currents  of  life  coursing  through  their  veins  and  they  stood  up  and 
stood  forth  in  a mighty  army  panoplied  for  war,  proclaiming  to  the 
nations  of  the  earth  that  while  the  stars  shine  above  them  and  mind 
holds  sway  in  the  councils  of  men,  labor  shall  not  be  enslaved — at 
least  not  in  the  United  States  of  America,  while  our  flag,  christened 
“ Old  Glory  ” has  a star  or  a stripe  upon  its  ample  folds. 

In  this  emancipation,  being  wrought  out  by  organized  working- 
men, if  one  cares  to  listen,  may  be  heard  welling  up  from  every  or- 
ganization of  labor,  the  demand  for  more  and  for  a higher  eauca- 
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tion.  This  mind  march  of  labor  is  phenomenal.  Students  multi- 
ply by  the  thousands,  lodges  are  becoming  school  rooms,  books  are 
in  demand,  and  a labor  literature,  daily  increasing  in  power,  is 
among  the  cheering  signs  of  the  times. 

This  mustering  of  the  mind  forces  oT  labor  has  a majestic  signifi- 
cance which  ought  to  challenge  the  admiration  of  patriots  and  phil- 
anthropists of  every  school.  If  there  are  those  who  aver  that  this 
work  is  moving  slowly  I do  not  hesitate  to  admit  the  affirmation 
and  express  my  approval  of  the  staid  but  sturdy  character  of  the 
march.  I am  not  an  advocate  of  the  spectacular.  The  present  is 
the  formative,  the  educational,  the  consolidating  period  of  the  or- 
ganization of  workingmen,  and  the  work  is  proceeding  in  a way  be- 
tokening ever-increasing  force  and  strength,  and  this  “ Labor  Con- 
gress” in  this  “White  City”  of  the  world,  the  focal  center  of  the 
thought  of  all  the  nations,  may  be  cited  in  support  of  the  declara- 
tion. 

The  time  is  coming,  fortunately,  when  we  are  hearing  less  of  the 
old  paternal  pharisaism : “ What  can  we  do  for  labor  ? ” It  is  the 
old,  old  query  repeated  along  all  the  centuries,  heard  wherever  a 
master  wielded  a whip  above  the  bowed  forms  of  slaves.  It  is  the 
language  of  the  slave  catcher,  the  slave  pen,  the  slave  block  and  the 
slave  plantation.  We  hear  it  yet,  occasionally,  along  lines  of  trans- 
portation, in  mines  and  shops,  but  our  ears  are  regaled  by  another 
and  a more  manly  querv,  an  interrogatory  permeated  with  the  spirit 
of  liberty  and  independence,  which  is,  “ What  can  labor  do  for  it- 
self? ” The  answer  is  not  difficult.  Labor  can  organize,  it  can  uni- 
fy, it  can  consolidate  its  forces.  This  done,  it  can  demand  and  com- 
mand. Such  are  the  possible  and  the  practical  things  labor  can  do, 
is  doing,  and  will  continue  to  do  until  constitutions  and  courts  and 
laws,  based  upon  principles  of  eternal  justice,  make  no  distinction 
in  dealing  with  the  people. 

Such  grand  achievements  I do  not  doubt  can  be  accomplished  and 
be  vastly  expedited  by  the  organization  of  workingmen.  I am  un- 
able to  discover  anything  in  the  programme  chimerical.  It  is  not 
a fantasy,  a dream,  or  a creation  of  the  fancy.  It  is  on  the  contrary, 
an  expression  of  faith  in  human  attainments,  when  the  mind,  no 
longer  fettered  by  ignorance  nor  deformed  by  bigotry,  expands  to  its 
full  orbed  power  to  bless  the  world. 

I would  not  have  it  understood  that  I underestimate  the  power  of 
the  forces  in  league  to  circumvent  the  high  aspirations  of  labor  or 
to  defeat  the  purposes  of  the  organization  of  workingmen.  I appre- 
ciate the  herculean  task  that  confronts  labor,  ana  how  long  and 
tedious  and  dreary  will  be  the  march  before  the  hosts  of  labor  will 
be  able  to  celebrate  their  full  emancipation.  But  were  the  obstacles 
in  the  wav  a thousand  times  more  formidable  than  they  appear,  I 
would  still  have  faith  in  the  triumph  of  eternal  justice,  though  it 
were  but  as  “ a grain  of  mustard  seed  ” that  labor  would  be  able  to 
remove  them  all  and  advance,  since  the  converse  of  the  proposition 
would  be  that  “ right  is  to  be  forever  on  the  scaffold,”  and  the 
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“ wrong  forever  on  the  throne,”  in  which  event  the  duration  of  the 
earth  has  already  been  ample  and  its  destruction  by  any  of  the  pro- 
cesses from  time  to  time  suggested  ought  to  meet  with  a hearty  wel- 
come. 

It  ought  to  be  understood  and  it  is  conceded  by  men  of  thought, 
by  statesmen  who  can  lay  any  just  claim  to  the  appellation,  that  the 
supreme  welfare  of  the  social  fabric  depends  upon  the  prosperity, 
happiness  and  contentment  of  workingmen,  ana  since  tne  absence 
of  this  great  fortune  means  the  opposite,  viz : adversity,  poverty  and 
want,  it  requires  no  6eer  to  foretell  social  calamities — crime  and  its 
attendant  woes.  Workingmen’s  organizations,  having  in  view  the 
maintenance  of  fair  wages  are  doing  more  for  the  wen  being  of  so- 
ciety than  all  other  agencies  combined.  I am  not  unmindful  of 
what  is  said  of  the  church  and  the  school,  nor  am  I here  to  wage 
warfare  against  either  of  them,  nor  against  any  other  human  agency 
for  the  mitigation  of  social  ills,  but  dogmas  and  creeds,  the  refine- 
ments of  religion  nor  the  learning  of  the  schools  ever  did  demand 
or  maintain  fair  wages  for  workingmen,  and  the  fact  that  wages  have 
been  unjust  accounts  for  a vast  per  cent,  of  the  ignorance,  squalor, 
degradation  and  crime  that  now  confront  our  much  vaunted  civili- 
zation. The  shylock  policy  of  reducing  wages  has  been  and  con- 
tinues to  be  the  prolific  parent  of  innumerable  ills,  and  against  this 
policy  the  organizations  of  workingmen  proclaim  unyielding  hos- 
tility. 

If  such  dangers,  resulting  from  persistent  injustice  to  labor, 
threaten  the  social  fabric,  what  may  be  said  of  the  perils  that  envi- 
ron our  political  system  consequent  upon  a policy  which  seeks  to 
reduce  men  who  wield  the  ballot  to  pauperism?  JDo  I cry  “wolf” 
when  there  is  no  wolf?  We  hear  on  ail  sides  cries  of  alarm  caused 
by  illiteracy.  Men  declare  that  ignorance  is  the  one  great  peril  of 
our  institutions  and  that  the  school,  and  only  the  school  guarantees 
security.  It  is  well.  Organizations  of  workingmen  are  in  active 
alliance  with  the  school.  Their  motto  is  “ Education,”  but  in  ad- 
dition they  demand  just  wages  and  fair  conditions  for  work,  because 
wages  reduced  to  a point  which  barely  suffices  to  keep  soul  and  body 
together,  blocks  the  pathways  to  mental  culture,  and  until  the  ele- 
vating power  of  honest  wages  is  recognized  and  established,  the 
state  will  continue  to  deplore  the  demoralizing  results  of  illiteracy. 

Wages  is  one  of  the  supreme  requirements  of  labor  in  social  and 
political  affairs.  1 am  not  here  as  a money  worshipper.  I know 
that  dollars  are  called  “ tokens  ” and  are  said  to  be  mediums  of  ex- 
change, the  yardsticks  and  balances  of  trade  by  which  we  weigh  and 
measure  and  exchange  commodities.  Caring  little  for  the  techni- 
calities employed  in  circles  where  bulls  and  bears  contend  for  the 
mastery,  I know  that  wages  measure  the  prosperity,  happiness  and 
contentment  of  workingmen.  If  wages  approximate  labor’s  honest 
share  in  the  wealth  it  creates,  the  homes  of  workingmen  are  bright 
and  joyous,  and  as  wages  are  reduced  below  that  standard,  there  is 
gloom  and  squalor,  and  organizations  of  workingmen  are  animated 
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by  the  noble  ambition  to  secure  and  maintain  fair  wages  which, 
while  providing  a suitable  living  for  their  wives  and  children,  en- 
ables them  to  meet  every  required  obligation  of  the  state. 

Again,  it  should  be  said  that  when  labor  is  honestly  paid,  com- 
munities and  states  feel  at  once  the  vivifying  influence ; consump- 
tion keeps  pace  with  production;  trade  and  commerce  proceed  on 
lines  of  security  and  wide  prosperity,  and  rewards  are  equitably  dis- 
tributed. To  secure  these  Dlessings  is  the  paramount  purpose  of  or- 
ganizations of  workingmen. 

Standing  amidst  the  marvelous  displays  of  work  and  skill  con- 
centrated in  this  world  renowned  White  City  from  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  earth,  I am  prompted  to  deal  in  eulogistic  words  of 
work,  but  the  majesty  of  the  tneme  dissuades  me.  Had  I the  im- 
agination, the  genius  and  the  eloquence  of  an  Ingersoll,  I would 
make  this  Labor  Congress  an  epoch  immortal  in  the  annals  of  labor. 
I would  put  tongues  in  workingmen’s  organizations  whose  words 
should  echo  around  the  world  when  this  great  Columbian  Fair  takes 
its  place  in  the  traditions  of  the  centuries.  Here  students  may  learn 
how  inert  and  dead  is  the  thing  we  call  capital  until  it  is  touched 
by  the  vitalizing  power  of  labor — labor  of  brain  and  hand.  Here 
the  Federal  Government  might  have  poured  to  exhaustion  its  accu- 
mulation of  gold  and  silver — here  the  states  of  this  mighty  Repub- 
lic might  have  concentrated  their  wealth,  and  here,  Chicago,  the 
wonderful  inter-oceanic  city  of  the  continent  might  have  drained 
her  coffers  until  the  Alpine  pile  of  money  amazed  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  but  Jackson  Park  would  have  remained  a barren  land  for  the 
play  of  the  elements.  But  touched  by  the  hand  of  labor,  behold 
the  transformation!  The  weird  fictions  of  Aladdin  become  facts 
for  the  contemplation  of  the  world.  Palaces,  the  description  of 
which  defies  all  languages,  spring  up  as  if  by  enchantment  and  a 
fairy  realm  is  created  by  the  magic  power  and  genius  of  labor.  And 
here  are  concentrated,  as  never  before  in  the  history  of  all  the  ages, 
the  products  of  skilled  workers  of  every  clime  under  the  starry 
heavens,  and  as  the  millions  come  from  the  North  and  the  South, 
from  the  East  and  West,  from  continents  and  islands,  the  exclama- 
tion is  made,  “ Verily,  the  genius  and  skill  of  man  is  the  marvel  of 
the  world.” 

These  visiting  wonderers  may  search  in  vain  for  something  that 
kings,  aristocrats,  plutocrats,  the  rich  and  titled  snobs  of  the  earth 
have  made.  As  well  search  for  roses  amidst  the  eternal  snows  of 
the  Arctic  zone.  No!  All  things  within  the  White  City  combine 
to  eulogize  labor,  and  workingmen’s  organizations,  whatever  the  fu- 
ture may  have  in  store  for  them,  may  congratulate  themselves  that 
they  are  animated  by  the  sublime  purpose  of  redeeming  their  mem- 
bers from  the  thraldoms  which  centuries  of  cruelty  and  oppression 
have  imposed  upon  them. 
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ply  infamous.  Technically,  Mr.  MacNair, 
no  doubt,  violated  the  law,  though  the 
questions  he  propounded  to  Mr.  McClelland 
were  pertinent  and  pointed,  well  timed  and 
eminently  proper.  The  feUow,  McClelland, 
evidently  is  a flea  who  lives  and  fattens  in 
the  hair  of  corporation  dogs,  but  such  ver- 
min can  claim  the  protection  of  vicious 
laws  and  corrupt  courts,  both  of  which  are 
increasing  in  this  country.  When  Mr.  Mac- 
Nair is  again  free  and  on  his  native  heath,  be 
should  And  a way  to  entertain  McClelland, 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  fangs  of  United 
States  Commissioners. 

The  case  serves  the  purpose  of  notifying 
workingmen  that  unless  they  unify  and 
take  a hand  in  preserving  their  rights  and 
liberties,  the  time  is  at  hand  when  they  will 
have  no  assets  of  that  kind  to  defend. 


Eugene  V.  Debs Editor 

F.  W.  Arnold Manager 

W.  N.  Gates - . . Advertising  Agent 


OCTOBER,  1893. 


A POSTAL  CARD  CRIME  AND  SENT- 
ENCE. 

Mr.  William  MacNair,  on  April  13,  1898, 
sent  a postal  card  to  a New  York  State  Sena- 
tor by  the  name  of  McClelland,  which  in  a 
circular,  Mr.  MacNair,  explains  as  follows : 
In  the  New  York  Evening  Sun  of  April  12,  1898, 1 
read  the  following : 

Colonel  Quigley’s  bill  to  make  ten  hours  a day's 
work  on  all  surface  and  elevated  railroads  in  all 
cities  over  75,000  inhabitants,  except  New  York, 
came  up  in  the  Senate.  The  majority  of  the  Sena- 
tors showed  no  aversion  to  voting  on  this  bill. 
Only  13  votes  were  cast,  12  for  ana  1 against  the 
bill,  and  it  was  laid  over.  Senator  McClelland  said 
that  the  bill  came  from  labor  tramps,  who  do  not 
want  to  work.  Senator  Ooggeshall  said  that  bills 
like  this  would  pass  were  it  not  that  corporations 
can  afford  to  pay  their  attorneys  thousands  of  dol- 
lars, while  workingmen  cannot  afford  to  pay  any- 
thing. 

As  I had  been  interested  in  the  passage  of  the 
Quigley  bill,  and  was  unaware  of  the  infamous 
Comstock  Postal  Law,  I cut  out  the  above  extract, 
and  pasting  it  on  a postal  card,  wrote  beneath  it: 
"Senator  McClelland:  Attached  is  a newspaper 
clipping  of  the  13th  inst.,  and  as  an  American  citi- 
zen ana  honest  workingman,  which  I can  prove, 
permit  me  to  ask  you  in  reply,  did  you  ever  earn 
an  honest  dollar  in  your  life  by  honest  labor  ? If 
yon  have,  yon  should  be  ashamed  of  yourself  as  a 
public  servant  to  make  use  of  such  language 
against  the  unfortunate  and  honest  railroad  em- 

F loves  whose  interest  i6  centered  in  said  bill.  May 
ask,  ‘How  much  have  the  railroads  promised  yon 
for  such  action  ?’  No  doubt  you  will  reply  and  say, 
‘It  is  none  of  my  business.'  But  later  on  it  will  be 
my  business. 

William  MacNair,  No.  205  Avenue  0. 
"New  York,  April  13,  1893." 

Mr.  MacNair,  being  approached  by  some 
sort  of  & court  creature,  frankly  admitted 
the  authorship  of  the  postal  card;  this  was 
also  done  in  the  presence  of  a United  States 
Commissioner,  whereupon  he  was  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  for  four  months  and  fined 
§500.  Of  this  sentence  Mr.  MacNair  justly 
complains.  The  sentence  was  brutal — sim- 


According to  the  quarterly  report,  Au- 
gust 1st,  1893,  the  balance  of  the  various 
funds  stood  as  follows : 


General  Fund— Balance  on  hand  August 

1,  1893  

Beneficiary  Fund— Balance  on  hand  Au- 
gust 1, 1893  

Special  Fund— Balance  on  hand  August  1, 
1893  


Irak  as 
42,735  ft 
4,665  75 


Total  balance  on  hand  August  1, 1888 . $5^557  9i 
Balance  in  Protection  Fund,  in  the  hands 

of  Board  of  Grand  Trustees $S2£74  » 

Membership  August  1,  1898  JM81 

Increase  during  the  year 3,714 

Such  exhibits  are  cheering,  and  show  that 
the  Brotherhood,  in  money  and  membership, 
is  in  a condition  to  excite  pride  on  the  part 
of  the  membership — facts  which  the  Maga- 
zine chronicles  with  the  greatest  gratifica- 
tion. 


Louis  Mitchell,  a member  of  East  Al- 
bany Lodge,  No.  215,  B.  of  L.  F.,  is  a hero 
of  the  best  type,  and  no  mistake.  At  the 
terrible  wreck  on  the  Boston  A Albany  rail- 
road, near  Chester,  he  suffered  to  the  extent 
of  having  three  ribs  broken,  while  the  en- 
gineer was  badly  injured. 

The  Albany  Times - Union , referring  to  “the 
hero  of  the  hour,”  says: 

The  hero  of  East  Albany  to-day  is  Fireman 
"Bob"  Mitchell.  The  story  of  how  he,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  three  of  his  ribs  were  frac- 
tured, started  to  rescue  Engineer  Horton,  carrying 
him  to  a place  of  safety  and  jumping  into  the  West- 
field  river  and  rescuing  two  women  and  a mb 
from  the  ruins  was  tola  many  times.  He  wortod 
like  a beaver,  never  giving  time  or  thought  to  his 
own  injuries.  Some  of  the  passengers  raised  a 
parse  of  $75,  bat  he  refused  it.  Mitchell  was 
around  this  morning  with  his  side  bandaged  np. 
and  was  closeted  with  the  railroad  authorities  for 
an  hoar.  The  railroad,  it  is  understood,  will  re- 
ward Mitchell's  services  in  a handsome  manner. 

Such  devotion  and  daring  constitutes  the 
true  hero  at  all  times  and  in  all  lands  where 
noble  deeds  are  appreciated.  The  Magadhb 
felicitates  Bro.  Mitchell  upon  his  heroism, 
and  expresses  the  hope  that  the  railroad 
authorities  will  properly  reward  him. 
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MRS.  IDA  A.  HARPER. 

This  accomplished  lady,  at  present  and  for 
a number  of  years  the  editor  of  the  Wo- 
man’s Department  of  the  Magazine,  has 
removed  to  California,  that  she  may  be  near 
her  daughter,  Winifred,  who,  a graduate  of 
the  classical  school  at  Indianapolis,  has 
entered  the  Leland  Stanford  University  to 
c >mplete  her  education.  Mrs.  Harper,  as  a 
writer  of  grace,  force  and  brilliancy,  is 
widely  known,  and  her  contribution  of 
“ Indiana  World’s  Fair  Monograph,”  shows 
her  familiarity  with  every  phase  of  the 
woman  question  and  a masterly  ability  to 
fathom  and  explain  its  varied  complexities. 
In  California  Mrs.  Harper  will  be  better  able 
to  pursue  her  literary  work,  and  will,  in  con- 
nection with  it,  study  the  languages.  The 
readers  of  the  Magazine  will  wish  Mrs. 
Harper  and  her  beautiful  daughter  a delight- 
ful sojourn  in  California. 


THE  DROP  SEAT. 

Messrs.  Stannard  & White,  manufacturers 
of  Locomotive  Cab  Seats,  for  engineers  and 
firemen,  have  moved  into  their  new  factory 
and  have  a fine  exhibit  at  the  World’s  Fair. 


The  firm  has  produced  a drop  seat,  which 
is  the  one  thing  needed,  as  shown  by  the  cut. 
The  seat  is  calculated  to  be  hung  on  a half  * 
inch  rod  on  the  side  of  the  cab,  and  be 
pushed  forward  or  back,  and  when  dropped 
it  takes  up  but  little  space,  as  it  shuts  up 
like  a jack-knife,  the  back  folding  forward. 
When  running,  it  is  held  in  its  place  the 
same  as  other  drop  seats,  with  a rod  under- 
neath. The  drop  seat  is  a great  invention, 
and  is  having  a wide  sale. 


“Shovel  and  Throttle,  my  Friend  and 
I,  With  Hints,”  is  the  title  of  a book  of  273 
pages,  by  John  T.  McCall,  a practical  engi- 
neer and  fireman,  and  was  written  while  the 
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author  wTas  clothed  ia  his  “greasy  suit  of 
blue.”  The  book  “instructs  firemen  by  giv- 
ing all  the  whys  and  wherefores;  it  deals  in 
the  trifles  that  lead  to  success,  trifles  which 
great  authors  omit.  It  is  composed  of  the 
following  parts,  viz:  Hints  to  Locomotive 

Firemen,  Explanatory  Notes  on  Locomotive, 
Short  Questions  and  Tongue’s  End  Answers, 
Hints  to  Locomotive  Engineers,  Hints  to 
Railroad  Managers,  Hints  to  Master  Me- 
chanics, Emergency  Hints,  Miscellaneous 
Notes,  and  Moral  Hints.”  This  excellent 
book  can  be  had  for  $1.00,  by  addressing 
John  T.  McCall,  829  Poplar  street,  Colum- 
bia, Pa.,  and  considering  what  it  teaches, 
should  be  worth  five  times  or  fifty  times  its 
price,  by  men  who  need  to  learn. 

THE  CLOCK  WITH  THE  REMINDER 
HAND. 

McGrane’s  locomotive  clock  meets  a 
“long  felt  want,”  and  an  every  day  want  on 
the  part  of  locomotive  men.  It  has  a red 
hand  which  is  no  “run  around,”  but  just 
stands  where  it  can  do  the  most  good  by  re- 
minding the  “runner”  when  to  stop,  of 
meeting  points,  getting  orders,  etc.  All 
that  is  required  is  to  put  this  red  hand  so 
that  it  will  point  to  the  time  that  you  must 
do  something  more  or  less  important,  and 
then  every  time  you  look  at  the  clock  the 
red  hand  reminds  you  of  what  you  ought  to 
do.  It  is  a great  clock  ih  its  way,  and  the 
reminder  is  just  what  is  wanted  in  this 
world  of  forgetfulness. 


THE  EFFECT  OF  HARD  TIMES. 


Mr.  Editor: — The  present  financial  strin- 
gency is  bearing  evil  fruit,  the  effects  of 
which  will  be  felt  long  {years  after  the  coun- 
try has  recovered  from  its  depression.  Every- 
where corporations  are  reducing  wages,  and 
railway  companies  are  apparently  endeavor- 
ing to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  by  declar- 
ing they  must  enforce  reductions  varying 
from  10  to  20  per  cent.,  or  go  under.  Toil- 
ing thousands,  who  for  years  have  braved 
every  danger,  endured  every  hardship,  and 
paid  their  well-earned  dollars  into  the  vari- 
ous labor  organizations  in  order  to  place 
some  protective  barrier  about  themselves 
and  loved  ones,  and  to  gain  a just  recom- 
pense for  their  services,  must  now  see  all 
lost  at  one  fell  swoop,  or  step  down  from 
the  positions  they  have  so  long  occupied  by 
reason  of  industry,  ability,  and  sobriety. 
Did  I say  lose  all?  Aye,  and  more;  for  even 
a cut  of  10  per  cent,  in  many  cases  means 
reducing  wages  to  a lower  level  than  they 
were  before  organized  effort  obtained  the 
present  contracts.  Many  railway  companies 
having  discharged  one-half  of  their  em- 
ployes, and  sent  them  to  join  the  vast  ar- 
mies of  the  unemployed,  must  now  make 
sweeping  cuts  in  the  salaries  of  the  remain- 
der, so  when  the  strong  boxes  once  more 
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empty  their  hoarded  contents  into  the  arte- 
ries of  commerce,  and  stagnated  trade  re- 
sumes its  wonted  life;  stocks  that  do  not 
pay  dividends  will  have  to  be  well  watered 
indeed.  The  success  of  one  road  in  secur- 
ing the  proposed  redaction,  emboldens  many 
other?  to  make  like  demands.  The  proposi- 
tions are  plausibly  sugar-  coated  by  ' the 
promise  to  grant  a reconsideration  in  a 
period  of  three  or  four  months,  or  such 
time  as  business  will  permit  a restoration  of 
former  pay.  Existing  schedules  and  con- 
tracts are  the  results  of  years  of  struggle, 
thought,  and  expense ; procured  by  the  un- 
swerving loyalty  of  men  of  undoubted  ability 
and  integrity,  the  best  in  our  ranks.  Made 
wary  by  former  experiences,  the  railroader 
well  knows  that  once  these  contracts  are 
broken,  the  task  of  replacing  them  will  be  a 
herculean  one.  Hence  the  distrust  and  hesi- 
tation so  plainly  exhibited  by  the  orders  on 
the  various  lines  In  accepting  a temporary 
reduction. 

The  railways  of  the  country  have  certain- 
ly been  operated  on  a paying  basis  in  the 
past.  They  have  not  been  constructed,  im- 
proved, and  operated  for  fun  or  glory.  The 
truth  of  this  assertion  is  self-evident;  other- 
wise they  would  have  quit  business,  and  the 
shriek  of  the  iron  horse  would  have  ceased, 
ere  now,  to  disturb  primeval  stillness.  This 
being  the  case,  why  should  they  not  con- 
tinue the  even  tenor  of  their  way  without 
violent  disturbance  of  present  friendly  rela- 
tions ? Why  endeavor  to  reduce  the  faith- 
ful employes  to  peonage  because  bankers 
and  bond  clippers  are  working  up  a boom  in 
the  gold  market  ? What  consolation  to  the 
ever-watching  engineer,  the  toiling  fireman, 
and  in  fact  all  classes  of  railway  wage  earn- 
ers to  know  that  even  now,  while  at  the  post 
of  duty,  their  high-salaried  superiors  are 
contemplating  schemes  whereby  they  may 
be  deprived  of  some  of  the  comforts  they 
now  enjoy.  After  a brief  consideration  of 
the  foregoing  statements,  the  beclouded(?) 
mind  of  the  toiler  must  arrive  at  one  con- 
clusion, namely : A financial  panic  is  an  un- 

disguised blessing  to  the  man  of  large  wealth, 
however  badly  the  producers  of  his  opu- 
lence may  suffer  in  the  meantime.  Money 
panics  are  but  hastenings  of  the  process  by 
which  the  rich  become  richer,  and  the  poor 
become  poorer.  Let  us  not  entertain  the 
deluding  consolation  that  many  large  for- 
tunes are  swept  away  in  these  periodical 
spasms;  thus  causing  great  and  small  to 
suffer  alike.  Some  one  must  profit  by  the 
disaster,  and  these  shattered  fortunes  are 
swallowed  up  by  still  greater  ones.  The 
middle  classes  are  rapidly  disappearing,  a 
few  of  their  number  rising  to  wealth  and 
power  such  as  Cra*sus  never  dreamed  of. 
The  remainder  being  hurled  back  into  the 
ranks  of  the  unemployed.  In  their  stead  is 
left  a yawning  chasm,  widening  and  deepen- 


ing with  every  crash;  hastening  the  day 
when  the  son  must  follow  in  the  foot-steps 
of  his  father ; ?11  gates  leading  to  honorable 
gain  being  forever  closed  against  him. 

Brethren,  conjure  up  the  picture  here  pre- 
sented and  behold  its  gloomy  aspects  ! 

But  to  return  to  the  subject,  if,  indeed,  it 
can  be  said  I have  digressed.  Shall  such  a 
deplorable  state  of  affairs  as  now  threaten  > 
the  labor  world,  be  tolerated  ? If  so,  why? 
Is  it  not  because  of  our  own  weakness  and 
the  presence  of  our  idle  hosts  who  must 
work  at  any  price  or  starve  ? While  we 
chant  the  praises  of  our  noble  brotherhoods, 
let  us  not  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  unable  to  cope  with  present  conditions. 
They  have  done  grand  work  in  the  past. 
They  have  placed  labor  upon  its  feet  and 
taught  it  those  first  steps  which  will  lead  to 
ultimate  independence.  Conditions  change 
rapidly,  however,  in  this  progressive  age, 
and  we  must  trim  our  sails  accordingly,  or 
be  left  in  the  rear,  we  can  no  longer  remain 
apart,  and  view  each  other  meeting  with 
crushing  defeat,  yea,  even  assisting  in  the 
ruinous  work,  toe  must  Federate!  Soon  the 
employes  of  a railway  system  will  have 
not  only  their  own  management  to  contend 
against,  bnt  the  management  of  other  roads 
as  well.  When  that  time  comes  (and  it  is 
almost  here)  we  cannot  hope  for  aught  but 
utter  defeat,  and  complete  annihilation  un- 
der our  present  plan  of  adjusting  griev- 
ances, viz:  while  one  class  of  employes  on  a 
system  strike ; the  others  remain  at  work, 
the  places  of  the  strikers  being  filled  by 
militia  men,  who  serve  for  the  doable  pur- 
pose of  guard  and  scab.  An  instance  being 
the  Buffalo  strike  where  500  switchmen  were 
overpowered  and  defeated,  not  by  a railway 
company  but  by  8,000  *armed  and  disciplined 
soldiers  famished  for  the  occasion  by  the 
Governor  of  New  York.  All  honor  (?)  to 
the  heroic  militia;  they  performed  their 
mission  well.  This  disgraceful  affair  is  but 
a sample  (with  slight  variations)  of  what 
has  been  going  on  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  of  late  years.  Defenseless  working- 
men being  struck  down  by  soldier,  deputies, 
and  thugs,  backed  by  the  strong  arm  of  the 
law.  Oh,  glorious  Republic!  where  such 
crying  outrages  are  fostered!  l^t  al  the 
toilers  within  thy  confines,  the  foundation 
and  bulwark  of  all  thy  greatness,  arise  and 
sing  thy  praises  in  such  stentorian  tones, 
the  very  heavens  shall  hear  of  thy  fame,  and 
know  of  thy  Justice!  Louder,  brethren! 
or  thy  joyful  song  will  be  lost  in  the  wail  of 
oppressed  and  starving  multitudes!  Black 
though  the  cloud  now  appears,  yet  It  has  a 
silver  lining.  Never  before  has  there  been 
snch  an  awakening.  Hundreds  of  able  and 
intelligent  publications  are  springing  up  all 
over  the  land,  and  engaging  in  the  work 
of  educating  the  people.  Labor  is  deeply 
studying  the  problems  given  it  to  solve". 
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The  remedies  to  existing  evils  must  and  will 
be  found ; when  found  they  will  be  vigorously 
applied,  despite  the  power  of  wealth  and 
the  chicanery  of  demagogues.  The  rectifi- 
cation must  be  brought  about  by  Federa- 
tion, and  an  intelligent  use  of  the  ballot; 
since  by  lack  of  the  former  and  misuse  of 
the  latter  we  have  fallen  on  evil  times.  An 
inherent  desire  on  the  part  of  humanity  to 
cling  tenaciously  to  life-long  teachings  and 
prejudices,  has  ever  been  the  greatest  stumb- 
ling block  to  reform.  The  majority  of  wage- 
earners  have  apparently  adopted  the  motto : 
“Every  fellow  for  himself,  the  devil  take 
the  hindmost,”  and  have  not*  striven  to 
break  down  the  barriers  of  separation.  Ne- 
cessity in  the  near  future  will  compel  them 
to  do  so.  The  #4  per  day  man,  fully  real- 
izing that  we  must  “ hang  together,  or  hang 
separately,*’  will  clasp  hands  with  his  less 
favored  brother ; resolving  that  the  errors  of 
the  past  shall  not  be  repeated  in  the  future. 
Strikes  will  be  far  less  numerous  than  at 
present,  and  less  disastrous  to  both  capital 
and  labor,  as  we  will  then  be  enabled  to 
demonstrate  the  fact  that  one  good  strike  is 
better  than  one  hundred  abortions.  With 
greater  power  will  come  increased  conserva- 
tism (not  Esauism  and  cowardice).  No  one 
need  fear  that  labor  will  abuse  its  privileges, 
lor  workingmen  recognize  the  mutual  de- 
pendency of  both  capital  and  labor.  The 
failure  of  capital  to  make  the  same  recog- 
nition, has  been  productive  of  much  trouble 
And  ill  will.  When  labor’s  ranks  present  an 
unbroken  front  we  may  force  acknowledge- 
ment of  our  claims.  To  this  greatly  desired 
end,  then,  let  us  strive  in  thought,  word, 
and  deed.  Our  recompense  will  be  the 
knowledge  that  we  have  been  a factor  in 
bringing  about  the  only  millenium  we  per- 
haps shall  ever  see  on  this  earth. 

John  A . Martin. 

La  Junta,  Col. 


LEE  YUM’S  CAT. 

The  most  amusing  specimens  of  the  mis- 
use of  the  English  language  come  from 
Asiatic  people,  to  whom  the  Anglo-Saxon 
formulas  of  speech  are  the  most  strange  and 
exotic  thing  in  the  world.  The  amusing 
character  of  “ Baboo,”  or  Hindoo  English, 
Is  well  known.  Here  is  a genuine  specimen 
of  Chinese  English,  in  the  form  of  an  actual 
advert!sement  in  % newspaper  of  Santa  Bar- 
bara, Cal.,  which  will  do  to  go  with  the  let- 
ters of  the  Baboos : 

Notice.— Santa  Barbara,  May  9,  1892. 

I have  a tame  cat  is  lost  on  the  28th  of 
April  it  is  about  nine  pounds  his  breast  all 
are  white  the  hands  and  legs  both  are  white 
but  one  his  behind  leg  out  side  part  have  a 
spot  Gray  Colour  and  his  back  are  all  gray 
but  the  back  have  a white  blue  spot  on  it 


his  muzzle  is  red  and  his  head  is  light  black. 

His  nake  have  an  iron  ring  on  it  and  with 
six  Chinese  money  to  tie  it  tight  on  the  iron 
ring  in  his  nake. 

If  any  people  know  where  he  was  bring 
back  to  me  I will  prefer  to  give  him  two 
dollars  for  reward. 

Fang  Lee  Yum. 

31  Canon  Perdido  Street. 

THE  ROBINSON  MONUMENT  FUND. 

The  following  subscriptions  to  the  Robinson 
Monument  fund  have  been  received  since  our  last 
report: 


R.  G.  Emmerson,  Winnipeg,  Man $ 1 oo 

J.  F.  Marshall.  Winnipeg.  Man l oo 

Wm.  Woods,  Winnipeg,  Man l oo 

O.  Williamson,  Winnipeg,  Man 1 oo 

B.  James,  Winnipeg,  Man 1 oo 

J.  Dreyden,  Winnipeg,  Man 100 

J.  Rutherford,  Winnipeg,  Man 1 00 

Geo.  Spooner,  Winnipeg,  Man l oo 

S.  W.  McKinndr,  Winnipeg,  Man 1 00 

G.  Clark,  Winnipeg.  Man 1 oo 

T.  M.  McKee,  Winnipeg,  Man, 1 Oo 

8.  Fowles,  Winnipeg,  Man 50 

A.  West,  Winnipeg,  Man 50 

F.  McMann,  Winnipeg,  Man 50 

A.  MacFarlane,  Winnipeg,  Man 50 

H Pendergast,  Winnipeg,  Man 50 

W.  Muir,  Winnipeg,  Man so 

W.  H.  Goodwin,  Winnipeg,  Man So 

W.  Munt,  Winnipeg,  Man.  50 

H.  English,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

W.  Thompkins,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

H.  Wise,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

A.  Watson,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

A.  G.  Hebb,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

G.  Mandly,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

J.  Smith,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

F.  H.  Pratt,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

G.  S.  McKenzie,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

B.  Wallace,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

J.  Russell,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

R Pearson,  Winnipeg.Man 25 

F.  Arnold,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

J.  Hill,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

W.  W.  Matthews.  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

J.  Falconer,  Winnipeg,  Man 50 

A.  Elliott,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

Herb.  Eyers,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

R.  Moffatt,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

A.  King,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

W.  Currie,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

W.  Seobie,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

W.  Cooper,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

W.  Taylor,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

J.  Gale,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

W\  Andrews,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

J.  Anderson,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

W.  Edwards,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

F.  Lynde,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

R.  Roden,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

J.  Reid,  Winnipeg  Man 25 

W.  M.  McKennon,  Winnipeg,  Man. 25 

W.  Matthison,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

A.  Burns,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

T.  Brock,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

W.  Crowley,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

I).  W.  Robertson,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

J.  McConnell,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

A.  Trumbley,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

M.  Russell,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

B.  Maggridge,  Winnipeg,  Man 50 

C.  J.  Anderson,  Winnipeg,  Man 25 

J.  Pearson,  Winnipeg,  Man I 00 

J.  O.  Norquay,  Winnipeg,  Man 2 00 

Terre  Haute  Savings  Bank,  Interest  ....  12  60 

Previously  reported 920  32 

Total $907  92 


Remittances  should  be  directed  to  the  Locomo- 
tive Firemen’s  Magazine,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 
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FORGIVE  AND  FORGET!  REDUCED  TO  $1.00. 

We  have  on  hand  a supply  of  bound  volumes  of 


A Christian  is  taught  to  feel  meekly  and  lowly 
Whenever  he’s  scourged  by  a backbiter’s  rod, 

That  his  thoughts  at  such  times  must  be  pure  and 
be  holy, 

And  leave  his  traducers  to  settle  with  God, 

If  it’s  so,  then  the  Lord  should  have  not  made  us 
mortals. 

With  hearts  full  of  vengeance  to  pay  every  debt ; 

Very  few  manly  fellows  will  pass  heaven’s  portals. 
Who  knbw  they  are  wronged,  then  forgive  and 
forget. 

There  are  reptiles  abroad  with  vile  insinuations. 

To  poison  the  ears  of  our  friends  with  their  lies, 

Oh  ! I like  for  such  cars  to  feel  manly  temptations, 
And  send  my  clinched  fist  right  between  their 
two  eyes ; 

It  would  give  me  more  Joy  than  to  go  on  my  knees, 
boy6. 

And  offer  up  prayer  for  their  comfort,  you  bet, 

’Tisn’t  right,  but  ’twould  give  our  hot  temper  more 
ease,  boys. 

Than  go  by  the  doctrine,  “ forgive  and  forget.” 

“ Forgive  and  forget !”  It  is  tough  on  a fellow 
Possessed  of  a temper  impulsively  strong. 

To  shorten  his  sails  of  resentment,  and  mellow 
His  thoughts  ’gainst  a viper  that  does  him  a 
wrong; 

To  know  that  a cur  can  retail  his  foul  slander 
Amongst  your  companions  and  feel  no  regret; 

The  victim’s  no  man,  he  is  only  a gander, 

Who’ll  meekly  exclaim:  ‘‘I’ll  forgive  and  for- 
get.” 

“ Forgive  and  forget.”  From  the  mold  I was  made 
in 

I must  have  been  taken  before  I was  chilled. 

And  my  hot  disposition  will  last  till  I’m  laid  in 
The  grave  with  my  heart- beats  eternally  stilled. 

‘ An  eye  for  an  eye  and  a tooth  for  a tooth,”  boVs, 
Is  doctrine  may  cause  us  hereafter  regret ; 

Let  white  livered  fellows,  with  breasts  full  of  ruth, 
boys, 

Go  canting  and  swaddling  ‘‘forgive  and  forget.” 
Shandy  Maguire. 


ADRKSSE9  WANTED. 

Frank  Canfield— Is  requested  to  correspond  at 
once  with  his  brother,  G.  O.  Canlield,  Oil  Austin  st., 
San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Albert  E.  Bouch— When  last  heard  from  he 
was  working  lor  the  Galveston  City  K.  R.  in  1884. 
He  was  known  in  New  Orleans  and  San  Antonio. 
His  age  is  about  33  years ; height  about  5 ft,  8 in. : 
complexion  fair;  eyes  blue;  one  foot  slightly  de- 
formed. His  widowed  mother  is  most  anxious  to 
hear  from  him.  Anyone  knowing  of  his  where- 
abouts will  please  correspond  with  I*.  K.  Stellwa- 
gen,  Indio,  Cal. 


Among  the  many  wonderful  exhibits  at  the 
World’s  Fair  the  Great  Ice  Railway  is  not  by  any 
means  the  least.  To  partake  of  a sleigh  riae  oh 
real  snow  in  midsummer  is  a delightful  and  re- 
freshing treat.  It  is  one  of  the  attractions  on  Mid- 
way Plaisance,  located  near  that  other  wonder,  the 
Ferris  wheel. 


TheO.  B.  Extension  has  made  three  great  strikes 
or  discoveries  on  their  properties  in  the  last  thirty 
(30)  days.  One  an  eight  (8)  ft.  vein  of  gold  bearing 
quartz  assaying  forty  dollars  ($40)  to  the  ton,  one 
a ten  (10)  inch  vein  of  high  grade  ore  running  six 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars  ($680)  to  the  ton  and 
i he  other  a three  (3)  ft.  vein  of  ore,  a large  portion 
< f which  shows  free  gold. 


the  Magazine  for  the  years  1891  and  1893. 

The  volumes  are  artistically  bound  in  a way  to 
withstand  wear,  and  we  need  not  say  are  intrin- 
sically valuable,  containing  as  they  do,  a wide  range 
of  topics  on  subjects  well  calculated  to  interest  the 
general  reader,  as  well  a6  those  who  are  the  stu- 
dents of  labor  problems. 

In  this  connection  we  suggest  that  these  bonnd 
volumes  of  the  Magazine  would  be  a valuable 
present  on  birthday  occasions,  or  as  tokens  of  re- 
membrance, to  be  presented  at  any  time,  and  as 
the  price  ha6  been  reduced  to  $1.00  we  shall  hope  to 
receive  sufficient  orders  to  reduce  the  supply, 
since  no  fireman's  library  would  be  complete  with- 
out one. 

By  addressing  Locomotive  Firemen's  Maga- 
zine, Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  orders  will  be  prompt- 
ly filled.  Cash  must  accompany  each  order. 


THE  COWBOY  S STORY. 

Speaking  of  excitement,  I tell  you  noth- 
ing so  stirs  np  all  the  latent  depths  of  one's 
imagination  as  the  prospect  of  seeing  your- 
self a millionaire  in  a week's  time,  and  you 
can't  stay  long  in  a gold  country  before  the 
fire  gets  into  your  brains  and  yon  watch 
the  ground  at  yonr  feet  and  the  rock  cliffs 
at  your  side,  expecting  any  minute  to  pick 
np  the  nugget  that  will  be  the  foundation  of 
your  fortune.  I was  up  in  the  Black  Hills 
not  long  ago  and  ran  across  a little  incident 
in  this  line.  The  railroads  hadn't  been 
there  very  long  and  some  of  the  boys  were 
just  in  the  state  of  mind  I've  been  speaking 
about— watching  to  “strike  it  rich.”  Abe 
Bowers  was  roundhouse  foreman  and  he 
had  listened  to  the  mining  talk  till  he  was 
sure  there  was  luck  for  anybody  who  kept 
his  eyes  open;  and  so  one  of  his  machinists 
laid  for  him.  He  saved  np  his  brass  filings 
till  he  he  had  about  a quart  and  one  day 
when  the  coast  was  clear,  he  raked  them 
well  into  the  sand  on  the  bank  of  the  creek 
out  behind  the  shop,  and  then  watched  for 
developments.  He  didn't  have  long  to  wait, 
for  Abe’s  prying  eyes  soon  caught  the  glit- 
ter of  the  yellow  particles,  and  he  picked 
np  a handful  of  the  dirt  to  examine  it.  His 
eyes  opened  I The  sand  was  full  of  minute 
grains  of  free  gold ! The  find  was  fabulous, 
for  old  miners  had  said  free  gold  never 
showed  to  the  naked  eye  unless  it  was  im- 
mensely rich.  His  wildest  imaginings  were 
to  be  realized!  He  trembled  in  his  eager- 
ness to  store  away  his  glittering  find,  but 
not  till  dusk  could  he  begin  his  willing  task; 
and  then  just  as  he  was  beginning  to  sack 
np  his  fortune,  along  sauntered  the  passen- 
ger conductor,  who  a9ked  him  what  ne  was 
doing.  It  was  hard,  but  he  must  share  bis 
secret;  so  he  told  the  conductor  of  his  find; 
and  by  the  light  of  a match  showed  him  the 
glistening  dirt.  The  conductor  was  elec- 
trified, and  offered  to  help  him  sack  and 
hide  it  for  half.  Abe  was  compelled  to  ac- 
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quiesce,  and  together  they  filled  half  a dozen 
sack,  which  they  carried  across  the  creek  to 
a deserted  log  cabin  for  safe  keeping.  This 
was  no  light  task  and  they  were  two  pretty 
tired  men  when  it  was  finished : but  never- 
theless they  sat  up  late  planning  aud  making 
arrangements  to  be  relieved  of  their  rail- 
road duties,  so  as  to  give  all  their  time  to 
the  development  of  their  fortune,  and  not 
until  they  had  washed  out  a quantity  of  the 
filings  and  taken  them  to  a bank  for  sale, 
did  they  fully  realize  what  “tenderfeet” 
they  were. — Locomotive  Engineering . 


THE  CINCH  ON  McCORMICK. 

“A  long  time  ago,”  said  the  old-timer, 
stopping  to  tamp  down  the  cut-plug  in  bis 
cob  pipe;  “A  long  time  ago,  when  I was  on 
the  South  Park  road,  we  were  having  a good 
many  wrecks. 

“ Most  of  these  were  caused  by  run- 
aways; the  stock  was  equipped  with  straight 
vacuum,  and  it  wouldn't  suck  wind  for  a 
cent — ’cause  they  didn’t  take  keer  of  it. 

“We  had  a superintendent  then  of  the 
name  of  McCormick,  who  was  a holy  ter- 
ror on  the  tire ; he’d  discharge  a man  just 
on  suspicion;  new  men  came  and  went  on 
almost  every  train. 

“Every  few  days  there’d  be  a runaway, 
and  McCormick  would  fire  the  whole  crew 
— just  to  keep  up  the  discipline. 

“One  night,  Sam  Black’s  Mason-F&irlie — 
we  always  called  ’em  ‘jim  crows’ — got 
away  from  him  on  Kenosha  hill,  and  Sam 
and  the  whole  crew  were  killed. 

“The  news  came  early,  and  a lot  of  us 
gathered  at  the  little  depot  at  the  foot  of 
Larimer  street,  Denver,  to  meet  No.  2 and 
help  carry  the  remains  of  the  boys  home. 
McCormick  was  pacing  up  and  down  the 
platform  with  his  hands  behind  him. 

“Whilst  we  were  waitin’,  sorter  quiet- 
like, each  man  kinder  thinkin’  how  near 
it  come  to  him,  and  feelin’  sorter  sober,  I 
happened  to  notice  an  old  Irishman  sitting 
on  the  edge  of  the  platform  smoking  a clay 
pipe  and  watchin’  a little  ant  hill  between 
the  ties. 

“Pretty  soon  another  old  fellow,  of  the 
same  nationality,  came  along  with  a spike- 
maul  over  his  shoulder;  evidently  he  did 
not  know  the  reason  of  the  gathering.  He 
jerked  his  head  cornerways  at  his  friend, 
and  said : 

“ * Mornin’,  Jimmy.’ 

“ 4 Good  mornin’,  Moike;  did  ye  see  Mc- 
Kor-mlck  ? ’ 

“4Oi  did  not.’ 

“ 4 McKor-miok  is  cry  in’  this  mornin’.’ 

“‘Sure;  phawt’s  the  matter  ave  him, 
Jimmy  ? ’ 

4 4 4 There  does  be  f oive  min  cornin’  in  that 
he  can’t  discharge  anny  more — bad  cess  til 
him.’  ” — Locomotive  Engineering . 


DOWN  WITH  THE  MILITIA  SCHEME. 

Apropos  of  the  monopolistic  scheme  to 
nationalize  or  place  under  government  con- 
trol the  national  guard  or  state  militia,  it  is 
interesting  to  note  with  what  ingenuity  the 
monopolistic  press  applauds  the  suggestion 
and  the  reform  press  antagonizes  the  same. 
What  can  be  the  object  of  maintaining  in  “the 
land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave” 
a standing  army  of  the  magnitude  proposed 
by  this  scheme  ? Does  not  every  American 
heart  beat  proud  in  the  thought  that  this 
country  can  marshall  in  twenty-four  hours 
an  army  of  5,000,000  of  her  sons,  the  hardiest 
and  bravest  race  on  earth?  There  is  not  one 
sensible  reason  why  such  an  army  should  be 
maintained,  unless  it  be  the  fact  that  the 
hosts  of  right  and  justice  are  marshaling 
under  the  banner  of  4 4 equal  rights  to  all, 
special  privileges  to  none,”  and  monopoly 
sees  its  doom.  The  handwriting  is  on  the 
wall  and  Belshazzar’s  feast  will  soon  come 
to  an  inglorious  end.  The  eyes  of  the  wealth 
producer  have}  become  open  to  the  fact  that 
for  years  the  sole  aim  of  all  legislation  has 
been  directed  toward  fastening  tighter  and 
tighter  the  shackles  of  oppression  on  the 
limbs  of  the  toiling  ones  of  earth  in  order 
that  the  few  and  heartless  might  revel  in 
luxury.  Men  and  newspapers  are  now  in 
existence  advocating  the  doctrine  that  the 
Great  Creator  never  intended  that  a part  of 
His  children  should  have  a surfeit  of  the 
good  things  of  earth  while  another  part  should 
die  of  starvation,  and  that  the  laws  of  the 
country  should  be  so  amended  as  to  give  all 
who  do  an  honest  day’s  work  an  equal  share  in 
the  world,  and  thereby  banish  forever  the 
possibility  of  making  millionaires  and  pau- 
pers at  one  and  the  same  time.  There  is 
something  wrong  in  a country  beneath  whose 
flag  2,000,000  tramps  find  shelter  on  the  rock 
pile  and  in  the  jail.  Something  is  wrong 
when  thousands  of  our  young  women  are 
annually  forced  to  the  lowest  depths  of  deg- 
radation in  order  to  maintain  a bare  exist- 
ence. Think  of  these  things,  of  the  thous- 
ands of  starving  children  in  the  large  cities 
and  the  distressful  plight  of  the  wage  worker 
all  over  our  land,  and  then  notice  who  con- 
cocted and  now  fosters  this  militia  national- 
ization scheme,  and  what  it  means  for  you 
— backed  up  by  the  monopolistic  press  and 
the  money  power  of  the  land. — Midland  Me- 
chanic. 


If  you  could  only  vote  now,  we  would 
have  a good  time.  I have  been  an  advocate 
of  woman  suffrage  for  twenty  years,  and  I 
am  not  ashamed  of  it.  You  will  never  be 
able  to  accomplish  this  grand  work  you 
have  undertaken  until  you  are  allowed  the 
ballot;  and  if  I had  it  in  my  power,  I would 
give  every  one  of  you  the  ballot  before  I left 
my  present  position. — Gov,  Ront  of  Colo, 
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THE  OWNERS  OF  THE  UNIVERSE. 

Let  ns  corner  np  the  sunbeams 
Lying  all  around  oor  path ; 

Get  a trust  on  wheat  and  roses. 

Give  the  poor  the  thorns  and  chaff. 

Let  ns  And  onr  chiefest  pleasure 
Hoarding  bounties  of  to-day, 

So  the  poor  shall  have  scant  measure 
And  two  prices  have  to  pay. 

Yes,  we’ll  reservoir  the  rivers. 

And  we'll  levy  on  the  lakes, 

And  we’ll  lay  a trifling  toil-tax 
On  each  poor  man  who  partakes ; 

We’ll  brand  his  number  on  him 
That  he’ll  carry  through  his  life; 

We'll  apprentice' all  his  children, 

Get  a mortgage  on  his  wife. 

We  will  capture  e’en  the  wind  god, 

And  coniine  Mm  in  a cave ; 

And  then,  through  onr  patent  process, 

We  the  atmosphere  will  save ; 

Thus  we’ll  squeeze  oor  little  brother 
When  he  tries  his  lungs  to  fill, 

Pot  a metre  on  bis  wina-pipe 
And  present  oar  little  bill. 

We  will  syndicate  the  starlight, 

And  monopolize  the  moon ! 

Claim  a royalty  on  rest  days, 

A proprietary  noon ; 

For  right  of  way  through  ocean's  spray 
We’ll  charge  ’just  what  its  worth ; 

We’ll  drive  our  6takes  around  the  lakes— 

In  fact,  we’il  own  the  earth. 

From  Great  Thougfitx,  London,  'Fag. 


KEEPING  ENGAGEMENTS. 

A boy  should  not  make  an  engagement  un- 
less it  is  a proper  one;  but,  hifving  made  it, 
he  should  keep  it.  If  an  hour  has  been 
named,  he  should  be  there  on  time  or  if  not 
he  should  have  some  valid  reason  to  offer 
for  his  failure  to  do  so.  He  may  have  the 
liberty  to  waste  his  own  time,  but  he  has 
no  right  to  waste  the  time  of  another. 

The  sacredness  with  which  Sir  William 
Napier  regarded  an  engagement,  even  of  a 
seemingly  trivial  character,  is  shown  by  an 
incident.  One  day  he  met  a little  girl  who 
was  sobbing  violently  over  a bowl  which 
she  had  broken. 

“You  can  mend  it,  can’t  you?”  she  ap- 
pealingly said  to  him.  • 

The  bowl  was  past  mending,  and,  on  put* 
ting  his  hand  into  his  pocket,  he  found  that 
he  had  left  his  purse  at  home. 

“Meet  me  here,  at  this  hour  to-morrow, 
my  dear,”  he  said.  “I’ll  give  you  a six- 
pense  with  which  to  buy  another  bowl.” 

When  he  reached  home  he  found  on  his 
desk  an  invitation  to  dtne  with  some  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  at  Bath  the  next  day. 
He  had  to  forego  the  great  pleasure  because 
of  the  engagement  which  he  made  with  the 
little  girl,  and  so  he  notified  the  host  a pre- 
vious appointment  would  prevent  him  from 
accepting  the  invitation.  His  integrity  would 
not  allow  him  to  break  an  engagement  that 
involved  but  a sixpence  which  he  might  have 
paid  at  some  other  time. 

President  Lincoln  had  been  trained  from 
boyhood  to  honor  every  promise  that  he 
made.  After  he  was  married,  and  had  a 


family  of  his  own,  he  was  visited  by  a gen- 
tleman of  some  distinction,  who,  unfortu- 
nately, made  promises  more  freely  than  he 
kept  them. 

In  order  to  induce  one  of  Mr.  Lincoln’s 
boys  to  sit  on  his  lap  the  gentleman  offered 
to  give  him  a charm  which  he  wore  on  his 
watch-chain.  The  boy  clambered  upon  his 
lap,  and  finally  the  gentleman  rose  to  go. 

“Are  you  not  going  to  keep  yonr  promise 
with  my  boy  ? ” Mr.  Lincoln  asked. 

“ What  promise  ? ” inquired  the  other. 

“You  said  you  would  give  him  that 
charm,”  reminded  Mr.  Lincoln. 

“Oh,  I couldn’t,”  laughed  the  visitor. 
“ It  is  not  only  valuable,  but  I prize  it  high- 
ly as  a heirloom.” 

“Give  it  to  him,”  Mr.  Lincoln  sternly 
said.  “ I would  not  want  him  to  know  that 
I entertained  one  who  had  no  regard  for  his 
word.” 

The  gentleman  colored,  and  then  undid 
the  charm  and  handed  it  to  the  boy.  We  do 
not  know  whether  the  gentleman  received 
the  charm  again,  afterward,  bat  he  certainly 
was  taught  a lesson. 


THE  WASTE  OF  TOBACCO. 

“ Yrou  have  been  a smoker  all  your  life  ? ” 
asked  the  colporteur.  “Oh  yes.”  said  the 
traveler  with  the  square  sample  cases,  “ever 
since  I was  ten  years  old.”  “And  so  you 

have  smoked  say ?”  “About  forty 

years,”  replied  the  traveler.  “And  your 
cigars  cost  you  on  the  straight  average,  not 
less  than  ten  cents  a day?”  “Why,  of 
course  not,”  said  the  traveler,  looking  sur- 
prised. The  colporteur  made  a rapid  calcu- 
lation on  the  back  of  an  envelope.  “ Then,” 
he  said,  “see  what  tobacco  has  cost  you. 
Without  computing  the  interest  it  has  cost 
you  nearly  $1,500;  enough  with  its  interest 
to  buy  a lot  aod  build  and  furnish  a home 
worth  ten  times  that  sura.  See  what  to- 
bacco has  cost  you.”  “ Yes,  I know,”  said 
the  traveler,  rising  to  leave  the  car  as  the 
train  stopped,  “ but  see  what  it’s  made  for 
me.  I traveled  for  the  tobacco  bouse  I*ro 
with  now  for  ten  years,  at  $3,500  a year; 
then  I bought  into  the  concern  in  a good 
year,  have  cleaned  up  about  $40,000  since 
I’ve  been  a partner  and  own  a house  that  I 
wouldn’t  sell  for  $20,000,  and  am  making 
more  money  this  year  than  I ever  saw  In  one 
year  before.  Tobacco  is  a pretty  expensive 
luxury  though,  if  you  happen  to  get  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  market,”  So  saying,  he 
went  up  town  and  skinned  a couple  of  good 
customers,  while  the  colporteur,  riding  on 
his  way,  looked  at  the  figures  on  the  envel- 
ope and  ruminated  and  ruminated  and  rumi- 
nated.— Brooklyn  Eagle. 


He  who  hath  a small  office  is  liable  to 
have  a big  head;  the  smaller  the  office  the 
bigger  the  head  groweth. 
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ABLE-BODIED  HUSBAND8. 

The  Oakland,  Cal.,  Board  of  Education 
has  passed  a resolution  requesting  the  res- 
ignation of  all  women  teachers  with  “able- 
bodied  husbands. ” As  the  school  laws  in 
California  declare  that  teachers  holding  city 
certificates,  when  elected,  can  only  be  dis- 
missed for  insubordination  or  for  “immoral 
or  unprofessional  conduct,  profanity,  in- 
temperance, or  evident  unfitness  for  teach- 
ing,” the  question  arises  under  which  of 
these  misdemeanors  shall  the  possession  of 
an  “able-bodied  husband”  be  classed,  in  or- 
der to  enforce  the  desired  resignations  ? 
Also  what  degree  of  health  and  ability  con- 
stitutes an  “able-bodied  husband.” — The 
Woman's  Journal . 


TRAIN  ROBBERS. 

“ Speakln’  of  train  robbers,”  said  an  old 
timer,  leisurely  crossing  his  lean  shanks,  “ I 
never  had  to  do  with  real,  live  robbers,  but 
when  we  were  bulldin’  the  U.  P.  I seen  more 
Indians  than  a few. 

“I  jlmmed  a shifter  round  the  yard  at 
Omaha  when  I first  struck  the  country,  and 
used  to  hear  the  boys  tell  about  the  redskins 
ditching  trains,  stealing  telegraph  wire,  and 
’casionally  shooting  at  an  engin’,  to  say 
nothin’  of  riding  around  free,  and  being 
mighty  over-pompous  to  everybody. 

“ But  as  long  as  I wer’n’t  in  the  immedg- 
ate  Indian  belt,  I didn’t  worry  much. 

“ Ooe  day  I got  a new  Roger,  and  started 
fer  the  front — then  all  the  Injun  stories  I 
ever  heerd  come  back,  multiplied  four  hun- 
dred per  cent. 

“ All  day  I was  on  the  lookout  for  red  and 
green  blankets;  every  bush  looked  like  it 
might  have  a Crow  or  a Wyandotte  behind 
it,  but  the  sun  went  down  without  a sign  of 
reds. 

“ Well,  I had  a train  of  material  for  the 
front,  and  would  jest  about  get  there  for 
breakfast  if  I hustled — so  I hustled. 

^ About  eleven  o’clock  I stopped  at  a little 
temporary  water  tank  to  liquidate  and  lubri- 
cate, feelln’  rather  sleepy  for  my  long  hours. 
While  the  fire  boy  was  taking  water  I did 
the  grease  act,  going  around  to  the  left  side. 

“ As  I climbed  up  in  the  gangway,  and 
sacked  in  my  breath  to  blow  out  the  torch, 
my  heart  hit  the  roof  of  my  mouth,  for  there, 
in  the  right  gangway,  stood  a big,  fat,  greasy 
Injun;  he  had  on  a yellow  blanket,  carried 
a rifle,  and  greeted  me  with  a grunt. 

“ 1 Wher  goin’?’  says  I,  gruff  like. 

‘“Um  Yum,’  says  he. 

“ ‘ Git  off,’  says  I. 

“ < No  git,’  says  he. 

“ Here  ray  visitor  made  a move  to  get  up 
on  the  fireman’s  seat,  and  I don’t  know 
what  popped  it  into  my  head,  but  I took  the 
long  oiler  by  the  snoot,  and  made  a lick  at 


the  gauge  glass  that  was  then  almost  in  his 
face. 

“Afore  you  could  say  Gee- whiz  that  cab 
was  full  of  steam,  hot  water,  and  moffied 
whoops;  I pulled  out  the  plug  to  let  the  old 
girl  make  her  escape,  and  about  the  second 
turn  of  her  drivers  I heard  a heavy  body  hit 
the  sod  on  my  side  with  a thud,  and  a sound 
floated  up  to  us  that  reminded  me  of  a scar’t 
hog — kinder  like  1 Wough!  ’ 

“ Bill  aod  I lay  low  in  the  tank  for  fear  of 
being  shot,  until  we  were  outside  of  the 
range  of  a Krupp  cannon.  I often  wonder 
now  which  was  scar’t  the  worst  me  or  the 
Injun.” 

A big  jam  of  logs  at  Barrituck  Falls,  Me., 
was  started  July  1 1th.  For  thirty  days  the 
river  drivers  have  been  working  on  it.  The 
Somerset  Railroad  runs  near  the  river.  A 
spur  track  was  built  close  to  the  bank,  and 
a powerful  locomotive,  with  two  inch  wire 
cable,  pulled  out  the  last  key  log,  starting 
the  jam.  This  jam  was  the  largest  ever 
hung  up  at  the  falls.  It  contained  85,000,- 
000  feet  of  lumber  and  extended  up  the  river 
about  two  miles.  The  work  of  moving  the 
jam  cost  $12,000. — The  Engineer. 

Two  young  men,  their  jaws  distended 
with  tremendous  quids  of  tobacco,  entered 
the  Salvation  Army  barracks  on  Fulton 
street,  Brooklyn,  and  proceeded  to  make 
themselves  as  obnoxious  as  possible.  Fin- 
ally a big-six  foot  member  of  the  Army  pro- 
tested, “We’re  waitin’  t’  see  some  mira- 
cles, see!  ” said  one  of  the  tough  youths. 
The  six-footer  deliberately  stooped  over, 
took  the  two  by  the  back  of  their  necks, 
and,  as  he  helped  them  down  the  front  stoop 
with  his  foot,  remarked:  “You  wanted 

some  miracles,  hey!  Well,  we  don’t  per- 
form miracles  here,  but  we  cast  out  devils.” 


An  amusing  incident  occurred  in  the  Cir- 
cnit  Court  at  West  Point,  Miss  , last  Mon- 
day. A negro  boy  being  tried  for  stealing 
two  pairs  of  trousers,  and  having  no  lawyer, 
Judge  Campbell*  asked  him  if  he  desired  to 
speak.  He  promptly  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive and  “fired”  “The  Boy  Stood  on  the 
Burning  Deck”  at  the  judge  and  jury. — At- 
lanta Constitution. 


The  cheapest  tax-dodging  scheme  on  re- 
cord is  thfct  of  a churchman  in  Lincoln 
county,  Maine,  who  has  organized  a bogus 
religious  and  charitable  society,  has  made 
himself  treasurer,  and  has  turned  all  his 
personal  property  over  to  the  treasury  of 
this  non-taxable  corporation.  He  defies  the 
assessors,  and  they  don’t  see  how  they  can 
get  at  him. 
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dead  philanthropist,  we  said  in  the  April 
issue  of  1891 : 

The  idea  of  building  a monument  to  perpetuate 
the  name  and  fame  of  Wm.  D.  Robinson,  originated 
with  the  Firemen’s  Magazine.  The  time  has  come 
for  action.  Contributions  should  be  made.  We  bare 
said  that  25  cents  each  from  members  of  the  B.  of 
L.  F.  would  build  the  monument.  But  we  saraise 
that  other  orders  would  want  a place  in  the  splen- 
did work  proposed,  and  we  have  opened  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  office  of  the  B.  of  L.  F., 

A ROBINSON  MONUMENT  FUND. 

Every  contribution,  however  small  or  large,  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  columns  of  the  Magazot 
under  an  appropriate  head,  and  when  the  contribu- 
tions approximate  a sum  which  gives  assurance  of 
success  to  the  enterprise,  a commission  made  up  of 
the  members  of  the  various  brotherhoods  will  be 
constituted  to  take  charge  of  the  fund  and  prepare 
for  work. 

Members  of  the  various  orders  subscribing  should 
designate  their  calling,  and  if  tbev  will  give  their 
address,  it  will  be  regarded  as  a favor. 

Now,  let  the  good  work  proceed.  Wm.  D.  Robin 
6on,  when  alive,  was  the  friend  of  the  workingman. 
He  wrote  and  spoke  and  toiled  to  establish  a broth- 
erhood and  to  teach  men  the  power  of  organized 
labor.  Railroad  trainmen  had  no  more  ardent  and 
nnselflsh  friend.  Let  * 
monument  bear  testimony 
that  death  did  not  sever 
the  tie  that  bound  him  to 
the  living. 

If  ever  a man  deserved 
the  grateful  homage  of 
his  fellows  that  man 
was  Wm.  D.  Robinson 
He  devoted  the  best 
years  of  his  life  to  the 
great  work  of  organiz- 
ing railroad  men  for 
their  moral  and  ma- 
terial advancement 

He  toiled  without  rec- 
ompense, he  endured 
privations  and  made 
sacrifices,  the  half  of 
which  will  never  be 
WM.  D.  ROBINSON.  told.  He  lived  and  died 


WM.  D.  ROBINSON  MONUMENT  FUND. 

*Wm.  D.  Robinson,  who  died  at  Washing- 
ton, Ind.,  on  November  7th,  1890,  was  the 
founder  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Engineers,  and  in  doing  this  great  work,  he 
as  certainly  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Locomotive  Firemen  and  ail  other 
organizations  of  railway  employes. 

In  closing  our  obituary  notice  in  the  De- 
cember, 1890,  issue  of  the  Magazine,  we 
said: 

In  this  hour,  when  Locomotive  Engineers  and 
Firemen  stand  uncovered  at  the  tomb  of  Wm.  D. 
Robinson,  the  question  arises.  What  can  be  done  to 
perpetuate  the  name,  the  fame,  the  memory  of  a 
man  who  gave  the  best  years  of  his  life  for  their 
benefit?  Is  not  the  answer,  We  will  build  him  a 
monnment  worthy  of  his  deeds,  of  his  labors  and 
sacrifices?  We  will  believe  that  such  is  the  response. 

If  it  is,  let  the  good  work  begin,  and  let  it  be  car- 
ried forward  until  a granite  or  a marble  6haft  shall 
mark  the  spot  where  nis  dost  reposes. 

“What  hallows  ground 
where  heroes  sleep? 

*Ti®  not  the  sculptured 
piles  yon  heap ! 

In  dews  that  heavens  far 
distant  weep 
Their  turf  may  bloom. 

Or  genii  twine  beneath 
the  deep 

Their  coral  tomb. 

“What’s  hallow’d  ground? 

’Tis  what  gives  birth 
To  sacred  thoughts  in 
•ouls  of  worth ! 

Peace!  Independence ! 

Truth  go  forth 
E&rttf  s compass  round 
And  your  high  priesthood 
shall  make  earth 
All  hallowed  groond.” 

Ttaepoet’6  idea  i6  cor- 
rect. Where  Wm.  D.  Rob- 
inson sleeps  his  last  6leep 
is  hallowed  ground,  and 
monumental  marble  con  Id 
add  nothing  to  its  sacred- 
ness. But  it  is  all  of  that 
without  reference  to  the 
living.  What  can  the  liv- 
ing do  to  bear  testimony  that  the  last  resting  place 
of  wm1  D.  Robinson  is  hallowed  ground? 

We  do  not  believe  the  name  of  Wm.  D.  Robinson 
is  soon  to  perish  and  be  forgotten.  We  believe  the 
brotherhood  he  founded  will  be  his  imperishable 
monnment,  and  that  his  name  in  connection  with 
that  great  order  is  to  increase  in  lnstre  as  the  years 
flow  on.  But  that  does  not  cancel  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude the  two  great  brotherhoods  of  the  locomotive 
owe  his  memory,  which  if  not  met,  will,  in  the  Judg- 
ment of  mankind,  cover  the  living  with  obloquy. 

We  believe  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Fire- 
men will  respond  in  a way  that  will  bear  eloquent 
testimony  of  their  appreciation  of  the  life  work  of 
the  man  that  made  their  organization  fruitful  above 
measure  of  blessings  to  locomotive  firemen.  Alone 
and  unaided,  our  order,  for  the  small  snm  of  25 
cents  each,  could  do  the  work.  But  we  prefer  doing 
it  in  conjunction  with  the  Brotherhood  of  Engi- 
neers; nor  would  we  confine  subscriptions  to  the 
two  orders,  but  would  invite  all  the  brotherhoods 
engaged  in  the  train  service  of  railroads  to  join  in 
the  great  work  of  gratitude. 

In  discussiDg  the  propriety  of  erecting  a 
monnment  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the 


in  poverty,  that  others  might  fare  better  thin 
was  his  lot.  Every  man,  woman  and  child 
who  has  been,  is  now,  or  ever  will  be  the 
beneficiary  of  any  of  the  brotherhoods  of 
railway  employes,  owes  Wm.  D.  Robinson  a 
debt  of  gratitude  that  can  never  be  paid. 
Such  a man  deserves  a monnment  to  bear 
testimony  of  the  love  and  gratitude  of  those 
for  whom  he  accepted  poverty,  persecution 
and  all  their  attendant  ills,  and  every  mem- 
ber of  every  organization  of  railroad  em- 
ployes should  cheerfully  contribute  his  mite,, 
small  as  it  may  be,  to  such  a noble  purpose. 
Contributions  may  be  directed  to  the  Loco- 
motive Firemen’s  Magazine,  Terre  Haute, 
Indiana,  all  of  which  will  be  acknowledged 
in  its  columns. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


LOCOMOTIVE  FIREMEN’S  MAGAZINE. 


GRAND  LODGE 


Receipts— Contin  ued 


427 

364 

469  $83 

428 

64 

470  76 

430 

60 

472 

i 1"8 

431 

64 

473 

82 

432 

118 

474 

1 48 

433 

82 

475 

102 

434 

140 

476 

46 

435 

40 

477 

24 

436 

80 

478 

84 

437! 

32 

479 

58 

438 

42 

480 

1 46 

E . 

481 

i 90 

440 

98 

482 

i 32 

441 1 

66! 

483 

1 51 

442, 

72 

484 

42 

443 

88j 

485 

i 180 

444 

146 

486 

! 50 

Z3K 2E2 

446 

104 

488 

40 

447 

60 

489 

62 

448 

1121 

490 

56 

449 

86 

491 

7)2 

450 

120 

492 

60 

451 

31 

i 493 

51 

i 5‘J 

453 

46 

495 

50 

454 

114 

496 

46 

455 

40 

497 

40 

456 

66 

498 

44 

457 

42 

499 

.38 

458 

52 

500 

50 

459 

268 

501 

66 

460 

90 

502 

50 

461 

58 

503 

46 

462 

112 

504 

26 

463 

94 

50-\ 

464 

34 1 

1 506 

' 38 

. $42,735  75 
. 55,586  00 


By  claims  1039,  1040,  1041,  1042,  1043,  1044, 

1045,  1046,  1047,  1046,  1049,  10?  0,  1051,  1052, 

10*3,  1054,  1055.  10.56,  1057,  1058,  1059,  1060, 

1061,  1062,  1063,  1064,  1065,  1066,  1067,  1068, 

1069,  1070,  1071,  1072,  1073,  1074.  1075,  1076, 

1077,  1078,  1079.  1080,  1081,  1082,  1083,  1084, 

1085  $70,500  00 

Balance  on  hand  September  1, 1893  . , . 327,821  75 
Respectfully  submitted,  F.  W.  Arnold. 


BEWARE  OF  OINTMENTS  FOR  CATARRH 
THAT  CONTAIN  MERCURY, 
as  mercuiw  will  surely  destroy  the  sense  of  smell 
and  completely  derange  the  whole  system  when 
entering  it  through  the  mucous  surfaces.  Such  ar- 
ticles should  never  be  used  except  on  prescriptions 
from  reputable  physicians,  as  the  damage  the?  will 
do  is  ten  fold  to  the  good  you  can  possibly  derive 
from  them.  Hall’s  Catarrh  Cure,  manufactured  by 
F.  J.  Cheney  & Co.,  Toledo,  O.,  contains  no  mercu- 
ry, and  is  taken  internally,  acting  directly  upon  the 
blood  and  mucous  surfaces  of  the  system.  In  buy- 
ing Hall’s  Catarrh  Cure  be  sure  you  get  the  genuine. 
It  is  taken  internally,  and  made  in  Toledo,  Ohio, by 
F.  J.  Cheney  & Co.  Testimonials  free. 

$®-Sold  by  Druggists,  price  75c  per  bottle. 
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Soap  that  Heals. 

“The  Packer  Co.  Make  a soap  from  Pure 
Pine  Tar,  Vegetable  Oils  and  Glycerine.  It 
cleanses  well,  affords  a floe  lather,  its  em- 
ployment is  really  delightful,  and  it  has  a 
wonderfully  soothing  and  healing  influ- 
ence.1 * — Hall's  Journal  of  Health , N.  Y 

Packer’s 

Tar  Soap 

“ Long  ago  distanced  all  Its  competitors.” 
—Medical  Standard,  Chicago. 

It  Speedily  Relieves  Chapping, 
Chafing,  Itching,  Dandruff  and 
Skin  Diseases ; and 

Improves  the  Complexion. 

•»  it  Soothes  while  it  Cleanses.” 

Medical  and  Surg.  Reporter,  Phila. 

as  Cents.  All  Druggists. 


For  Tired  Railroad  Men 

who  will  be  over-worked  during 

THE  WORLD’S  FAIR 

and  who  will  be  suffering  from 

RASH, 

SORE  HANDS, 
PRICKLY  HEAT, 
SCALDED  HANDS, 
OPEN  SORES  AND  CUTS 

There  is  no  such  soothing  and 
healing  remedy  as  a simple 
wash  with 

Glenn’s 

Sulphur 

t Soap. 

It  is  suited  for  all  the  wants  of 
railroad  men,  as  well  as  his 
wife  or  children,  for  the  imme- 
diate relief  of  all  Skin  Troubles. 

It  removes  grease  and  dirt,  yet 
heals  at  the  same  time.  Your 
Druggist  keeps  it. 


The  BROTHERHOOD  SEAT 

Patented  and  nanufactured  by  Brother- 
hood Men. 

B.  L.  E.,  No.  88.  B.  L.  F.,  No.  *8. 


Only  locomotive  cab  seat  on  exhibition  at  the 
World’s  Fair.  Perfectly  equalized.  Adjustable  to 
ny  weight.  Back  can  be  quickly  changed  to  any 
esired  angle.  Seats  made  in  any  size. 

Ve  make  a specialty  of  Drop  Beats 
yr  engines  where  boiler  extends 
bronga  the  cab.  <>nr  upholstering  is 
tie  very  best.  Both  seat  and  back 
overea  with  grained  Horsehide 
.eather.  No  engineer  can  afford  to 
e without  this  seat  as  it  aids  corn- 
art  and  improves  health.  Over  one 
undred  in  use  on  second  division  of 
be  r.  1*.  K.  R. 


Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Money  Refunded. 
Seats  Sent  on  One  Week’s  Trial. 

S<  n4  stamp  for  our  twenty  page  catalogue  and  price  list. 

NNAIU)  & WHITE,  Appleton,  Wla. 


OEM  AND  POND’S 
EXTRACT.  AVOID  f 


ALL  IMITATIONS. 


FAC-SIMILE  O 
BOTTLE  WITH 
BUFF  WRAPPER. 


ALL  PAIN 
Rheumatism 
Feminine 
Complaints 
Lameness 
Soreness 
Wounds 
F Bruises 
Catarrh 
Burns 
Piles 


It  will  CuMl 
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NOVEMBER,  1893. 


EDITORIAL. 


LABOR  AND  CAPITAL  AND  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
PROPERTY. 


>The  question  of  capital  and  labor  is  not  only  being  debated  in 
congresses  and  legislatures,  in  lodge-rooms  and  in  the  assemblies  of 
'fcbor  representatives,  but  Mr.  Justice  Henry  B.  Brawn,  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  deems  it  entirely  prudent  to  give  the 
subject  his  attention,  which  he  did  in  an  address  before  the  Ameri- 
can Bar  Association,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Milwaukee,  August 
31.  We  have  only  a synopsis  of  the  distinguished  gentleman’s 
views,  but  enough  of  what  he  said  to  force  the  conclusion  that  he 
leans  up  to  capital  and  capitalists,  like  one  who  knows  and  appre- 
ciates the  difference  between  a workingman  and  a millionaire. 

The  address  of  Mr.  Justice  Brown  is  spoken  of  as  being  “ lengthy 
but  interesting  throughout.”  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  it  is  re- 
ported that  the  “ distinguished  jurist,  by  way  of  introduction,  re- 
viewed the  history  of  strikes  between  capital  and  labor  from  the  days 
of  the  great  strike  of  the  Israelites,  the  conflicts  between  the  Roman 
patricians  and  plebeians,  the  feudal  lords  and  the  merchants  of  the 
middle  ages,  down  to  trthe  suggles  of  the  present  day.” 

The  ermined  orator  did  not,  so  far  as  reported,  give  any  particu- 
lars relating  to  the  “ great  strikes  of  the  Israelites.  It  is  possible 
that  he  referred  to  tne  straw-strike,  at  a time  when  the  Israelites 
were  making  brick  for  Pharaoh.  This  was  not  exactly  a strike,  but 
the  brick  makers  did  appoint  a grievance  committee  to  go  to  Pha- 
raoh and  tell  the  general  manager  of  Egypt  their  troubles.  Really, 
we  feel  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Justice  Brown  for  his  allusion  to  this 
strike,  though  it  was  not,  properly  speakings  a strike  between  “labor 
and  capital,  but  rather  between  labor  and  tne  government.  At  the 
time  of  the  straw-strike  there  were  in  Egypt  600,000  adult  male 
Israelites.  How  many  of  them  were  directly  engaged  in  making 
brick,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing,  but  it  was,  evidently,  a lead- 
ing industry.  The  straw  required  in  making  the  brick  was  to  mix 
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with  the  clay  to  improve  its  adhesive  qualities,  and  was  deemed  in 
those  days  essential. 

It  is  interesting  to  state  how  this  straw-strike  of  the  Israelites 
originated.  It  appears  that  God  had  appointed  Moses  the  leader  of 
the  Israelites,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  them  out  of  Egypt,  by  the 
way  of  the  “wilderness”  into  the  “promised  land,”  or  Canaan. 
Moses,  therefore,  asked  permission  of  Pharaoh  to  let  the  Israelites 
go  a three  days’  journey  into  the  wilderness  to  worship.  This  three 
days  vacation  asked  for  the  Israelites,  in  the  name  of  the  Israelites 
God,  seemed  preposterous,  besides  Pharaoh  neither  knew  nor  cared 
for  the  God  of  the  Israelites,  and  he  not  only  flatly  refused  the  re- 
quest, but  ordered,  that,  as  previous  to  this  request,  he  had  supplied 
the  brick  makers  with  straw,  thereafter  they  should  hunt  straw  for 
themselves,  but  in  no  case  was  their  task  to  be  lightened;  they  were 
ordered  to  make  as  many  brick  as  when  the  straw  was  furnished, 
and  their  task  masters  were  ordered  to  beat  them  in  every  case  where 
the  tale  (count)  fell  below  the  required  number. 

It  was  this  infamous  order  that  resulted  in  the  officers  of  the  child- 
ren of  Israel  organizing  a grievance  committee  to  lay  their  troubles 
directly  before  Pharaoh.  But  the  effort  to  have  the  iniquitous  o.  ler 
modified  in  any  regard  did  not  succeed.  Pharaoh  was  obdurate  t \d 
insolent,  drove  the  grievance  committee  from  his  presence,  remanded 
the  brick  makers  to  their  tasks,  taunting  them  with  the  remark,  “Ye 
are  idle,  ye  are  idle,  therefore  ye  say  let  us  go  and  do  sacrifice  to  the 
Lord.  Go  ye,  therefore,  now,  and  work;  for  there  shall  no  straw  be 
given  you,  yet  shall  ye  deliver  the  tale  (count)  of  bricks.”  At  this 
supreme  juncture  the  grievance  committee  met  Moses,  the  leader, 
and  said  to  him,  “The  Lord  look  upon  you,  and  judge,  because  >e 
have  made  our  savour  to  be  abhorred  in  the  eyes  of  Pharaoh  and  in 
the  eyes  of  his  servants  to  put  a sword  in  their  hands  to  slay  us.” 
Times  did  look  blue  to  the  brick  makers,  as  also  to  Moses,  who  im- 
mediately laid  the  matter  before  the  Lord,  and  said  to  the  Lord, 
“ Wherefore  hast  thou  so  evil  entreated  this  people?  Why  is  it  that 
thou  hast  sent  me?  For  since  I came  to  Pharaoh  to  speak  in  thy 
name  he  hath  done  evil  to  this  people,  neither  hast  thou  delivered 
them.”  It  was  plain  talk  on  the  part  of  Moses.  Pharaoh  had  been 
enraged,  he  had  imposed  heavy  burdens  upon  the  Israelites,  and 
things  had  been  maae  worse,  generally.  But  the  Lord  assured  Mo9es 
that  he  was  not  done  with  Pharaoh,  but  that  he  would,  in  the  end, 
make  the  strike  such  a success  that  it  would  never  be  forgotten. 
Certainly,  we  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Justice  Brown  for  his  reference  to 
the  “great  strike  of  the  Israelites.”  The  Lord  set  the  example  of 
doing  Pharaoh  and  all  Egypt  immense  honor,  because  of  his  infa- 
mous dealings  with  the  bnckmakers.  In  the  first  place,  as  a punish- 
ment, the  waters  of  Egypt  were  turned  to  blood ; (2)  he  filled  the  land 
with  frogs;  (3)  he  filled  the  land  with  lice;  (4)  swarms  of  flies  filled 
all  Egypt;  (5)  all  the  cattle,  horses,  asses,  camels  and  oxen  were 
stricken  with  murrain;  (6)  every  man  ana  beast  was  afflicted  with 
boils;  (7)  a storm  of  hail,  thunaer  and  fire,  was  sent  so  that  every 
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thing  was  destroyed  except  the  wheat  and  the  rye;  (8)  locusts  came 
next  and  devoured  everything;  (9)  then  came  darkness  that  could  be 
felt,  lasting  three  days;  (10)  then  came  the  final  plague,  when  the 
first  bom  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the  first  born  of  Pharaoh 
unto  the  first  bom  of  the  lowliest  in  all  the  land  was  slain.  This 
done,  Pharaoh  was  willing  to  give  the  Israelites  a vacation,  to  let 
them  leave  his  country,  but  in  a moment  of  madness  he  called  out 
his  army  to  slaughter  the  Israelites,  but  was  caught  in  the  Red  sea, 
when  horses,  chariots  and  soldiers  all  went  down  to  death. 

What  of  it  all  ? N ot  much,  perhaps.  Pharaoh  treated  workingmen 
unjustly;  he  would  not  listen  to  a grievance  committee;  his  greed 
obscured  all  sense  of  right  and  justice,  and  ultimately  he  paid  dearly 
for  his  exercise  of  power  over  defenseless  men.  God  did  not  stop  to 
consult  public  opinion,  nor  the  courts  of  Egypt.  He  did  not  con- 
sider the  rights  of  property.  He  saw  the  inhumanity  of  Pharaoh, 
his  tyranny,  his  purpose  to  degrade  workingmen,  to  increase  their 
tasks  and  then  beat  tnem  for  their  non-performance.  These  things 
aroused  the  vengeance  of  Jehovah,  and  then  came  the  plagues  of 
blood,  frogs,  lice,  flies,  murrain,  boils,  hail  and  fire,  locusts,  darkness, 
the^death  of  the  first  born,  and  then  the  Red  sea  disaster.  After  all 
tb  things,  the  children  of  Israel  marched  for  forty  years  and  finally 

entered  the  promised  land. 

' For  this  wonderful  display  of  divine  power  and  vengeance  there 
seems  to  have  been  one  cause,  and  only  one  cause — the  bad  treat- 
ment of  workingmen — and  we  are  told  that  God  is  the  same  yester- 
day, to-day  and  forever.  We  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Justice  Brown 
spoke  either  lengthily  or  learnedly  upon  the  “great  strike  of  the  Is- 
raelites.” We  conclude  he  did  not,  because  he  jumped  from  the 
“great  strike  of  the  Israelites”  to  the  strike  of  the  brass  workers  in 
Breslau  as  early  as  1539,  and  to  the  strike  of  the  tailors  in  Baltimore 
in  1795,  concluding,  from  his  brief  historical  sketch  that  “it  is  ap- 
parent (1)  that  strikes,  so  far  from  being  peculiar  to  modern  in- 
dustrial enterprise,  as  seems  to  be  generally  supposed,  are  as  old  as 
civUization  itself]  (2)  that  they  prevail  most  extensively  in  the  most 
enlightened  and  wealthy  communities,  and  so  far  from  being  an  in- 
dication of  extreme  poverty,  are  equally  as  frequent  in  times  of  gener- 
al prosperity;  (3)  that  the  wit  of  man  has  as  yet  devised  no 
scheme  whereby  they  may  be  prevented  or  even  alleviated.”  In 
saying  this,  Mr.  Justice  Brown  writes  himself  down  a superficial 
thinker.  It  was  never  claimed  that  strikes  were  an  indication  of 
“extreme  poverty.”  What  is  the  signification  of  “ extreme  pover- 
ty?” It  is  squalor,  degradation,  hunger  and  nakedness.  There 
may  be  instances  on  record  where  such  people  struck  to  better  their 
condition,  but,  as  a general  proposition,  it  is  not  true.  Men  strike 
to  prevent  “ extreme  poverty,”  to  prevent  squalor  and  degradation. 
They  strike,  as  did  the  Israelites,  against  inhuman  treatment,  tasks 
that  kill  soul  and  body.  They  strike  against  a reduction  of  wages 
and  for  an  advance  in  wages ; they  strike  for  reasonable  hours  for  a 
day’s  work  and  against  hours  that  leave  no  time  for  physical  recup- 
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eration  and  mental  improvement;  they  strike  for  that  which  digni- 
fies citizenship  and  secures  liberty  and  independence ; they  strike  that 
their  “ homes  may  not  be  huts  and  dunghills,  and  their  children 
outcasts  from  the  day  of  their  birth — facts  which  Mr.  Justice  Brown 
never  discovered,  and  would  not  have  appreciated  had  they  been 
forced  upon  his  attention. 

It  is  not  true,  as  Mr.  Justice  Brown  declares,  “ that  the  wit  of  man 
has  as  yet  devised  no  scheme  whereby  they  (strikes)  may  be  pre- 
vented or  even  alleviated.”  Strikes  have  been  prevented  in  a vast 
number  of  instances  and  as  often  alleviated  when  they  have  oc- 
curred, and  beyond  the  vicious  influences  prevailing  in  high  judicial 
circles,  hopes  are  born  and  nursed  into  vigorous  vitality,  that  a reign 
of  justice  m the  world  is  of  possible  attainment — ana  it  is  widely 
accepted  as  a probability  that  men  who  now  are  compelled  to  strike 
against  oppression  will,  armed  with  the  ballot,  strike  against  an  aris- 
tocratic judiciary^  and  place  men  upon  the  bench  whose  public  ut- 
terances are  not  framed  to  obscure  their  baseness. 

It  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  Mr.  Justice  Brown,  in  support  of 
his  plutocratic  theories,  should  refer  to  the  utterances  of  some  “ en- 
thusiasts,” who  picture  an  “ ideal  state  of  society  where  neither  pov- 
erty nor  riches  prevail,”  but  workingmen  who  strike,  do  not  in- 
dulge in  vagaries.  On  the  contrary,  they  do  believe  a reign  of  jus- 
tice is  within  the  limits  of  “ human  character  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted.” The  distinguished  judge  doubts  if  there  was  neither  poverty 
nor  riches  in  the  world  that  such  a condition  “ would  conduce  as 
much  to  the  general  happiness,  as  the  inequality  which  excites  emu- 
lation and  stimulates  energy.”  He  can  conceive  of  nothing  to  “ ex- 
cite emulation  and  stimulate  eneigey  ” except  money — riches,  and 
he  doubtless  had  his  own  ambitions  in  view  when  he  made  the 
statement.  He  said,  “rich  men  are  essential  even  to  the  well  being 
of  the  poor.”  “It  is  they,”  said  the  judge,  “who  in  a thousand 
ways  develop  the  resources  of  our  country  and  afford  employment 
to  a countless  army  of  workingmen.  One  has  but  to  consider  for  a 
moment  the  immediate  consequences  of  the  abolition  of  large  private 
fortunes  to  appreciate  the  danger  which  lurks  in  any  radical  dis- 
turbance of  the  present  social  system.”  In  the  foregoing,  there  is 
nothing  new.  It  is  the  rehash  of  the  same  old  idea,  that  working- 
men are  dependant  upon  the  rich — that  they  live,  move  and  have 
their  existence  by  the  permission  of  the  rich.  It  is  the  idea  of  the 
slave  driver.  Its  purpose  is  to  degrade  workingmen  until  they  are 
ready  and  willing  to  accept  the  domination  of  assumed  superiors, 
and  obey  their  orders  without  complaint.  This  done,  degradation 
has  reached  its  lowest  depths.  This  done  the  slave  accepts  his  bacon 
and  corn  bread,  his  dress  to  distinguish  him  as  a helot,  and  then 
things  go  on  swimmingly  for  the  plutotratic  masters.  Mr.  Justice 
Brown  is  of  the  opinion  that  for  workingmen  a sort  of  a millennial 
era  has  dawned.  He  said : 

While,  in  this  country  at  least,  private  fortunes  are  larger  than  they  have 
ever  been  before,  the  condition  of  the  laboring  class  has  improved  In  equal 
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ratio.  There  was  never  a time  when  the  working  classes  were  so  well  paid, 
or  when  their  wages  could  buy  for  them  so  many  of  the  comforts  of  life  as  now. 
Not  only  are  the  working  man’s  wages  higher,  but  his  hours  of  labor  are 
shorter.  He  is  better  housed,  better  clad,  better  fed,  better  taught,  reads  bet- 
ter and  cheaper  papers,  sends  his  children  to  better  schools,  and  enjoys  more 
opportunities  for  recreation  and  for  seeing  the  world  than  ever  before.  He 
not  only  practically  dictates  his  own  hours  of  labor,  but  in  large  manufactur- 
ing centers  he  is  provided  with  model  lodging  houses  for  his  family,  with 
libraries,  parks,  clubs,  and  lectures  for  his  entertainment  and  instruction,  with 
cheap  excursion  trains  for  his  amusement  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  and  not 
only  absolutely  but  relatively  to  the  rich  is  vastly  better  off  than  he  was  fifty 
years  ago. 

Thus  spoke  Mr.  Justice  Brown  to  the  American  Bar,  Aug.  31st, 
1893,  at  a time  when  multiplied  thousands  of  workingmen  were  out 
of  employment,  not  knowing  where  they  could  secure  a meal  of 
victuals.  But  supposing  no  clouds  overspread  the  skies  of  labor  and 
the  picture  painted  by  the  judge  was  literally  true,  then  it  is  seen 
that  during  tne  past  fifty  years  great  improvements  have  been  made 
in  the  condition  of  workingmen.  The  question  arises,  who  brought 
about  this  improvement?  Not  men  of  Mr.  Justice  lirown’s  type. 
Not  rich  men.  but  workingmen  by  combination,  by  strikes,  by  sacri- 
fice, i^d  as  laoor’s  emancipation  has  not  yet  come,  and  as  the  rich 
are  still  oppressing,  and  as  the  courts  are  still  corrupt,  labor  has  be- 
fore it  herculean  tasks  to  perform.  Hitherto  the  combinations  of 
labor  have  been  on  a small  scale,  and  imperfect.  Once  unified,  once 
redeemed  from  the  fetters  of  envy  and  jealousy,  once  marshalled 
under  one  banner,  and  they  will  go  forth  from  bondage  under  a 
God  ordained  leader,  such  as  was  Moses  in  the  great  straw-strike  of 
the  Israelites. 


Hungary  seems  to  have  hit  upon  a plan  for  increasing  railroad 
travel  that  has  worked  wonders.  It  is  called  the  “ zone  tariff,”  and 
reports  say  that  “ during  the  five  years  preceding  its  introduction  in 
August,  1889,  the  returns  of  the  Hungarian  railways  showed  a num- 
ber of  passengers  varying  between  6,000,000  and  7,500,000.  During 
the  first  year  of  the  tariff  the  number  rose  to  16,200,000,  during  the 
second  year  to  19,000,000  and  during  the  last  year  to  28,300,000. 
The  receipts  have  been  very  nearly  doubled  in  the  same  time.  The 
essential  feature  of  this  plan  is  that  a passenger  pays  a fixed  sum  to 
travel  to  any  point  within  a given  radius  of  his  starting  pojnt,  and 
not  directly  according  to  the  number  of  miles  he  travels.”  Ii  the 
“zone  tariff”  plan  could  be  introduced  into  the  United  States, 
there  is  no  telling  how  many  millions  of  persons  would  be  carried 
during  a year. 


The  United  States  boasts  of  having,  of  all  grades  in  the  civil  ser- 
vice, an  army  of  183,488  persons,  an  increase  in  ten  years  of  58,848. 
All  told,  the  federal  machine  requires  no  less  than  250,000  operators. 
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THE  MONEY  OF  THE  WORLD. 


The  debates  in  congress,  during  the  special  session,  related  almost 
exclusively  to  money,  to  gold  and  silver  as  money  metals,  to  their 
production,  to  the  amount  there  is  in  the  world,  and  to  demonstrate 
that  there  is  not  a sufficiency  of  either^  or  of  both  combined,  to 
answer  the  business  demands  of  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth. 
As  a consequence,  the  more  advanced  nations  are  required  to  emit 
paper  money,  and  it  is  shown  that  in  the  United  States,  with  gold, 
silver  and  paper  currency,  the  sum  total  is  not  sufficient  under  the 
most  favorable  conditions  to  meet  business  requirements,  and  that, 
when  from  any  cause  the  currency  is  contracted,  business  disasters 
occur. 

Members  of  congress  who  have  sought  to  demonstrate  the  import- 
ance of  retaining  silver  as  money  as  a full  legal  tender  coin  and  who 
favor  the  free  comage  of  the  metal,  have  fortified  their  arguments  by 
exhaustive  tabulated  statements,  showing  the  use  of  gold,  silver  ana 
paper  in  twenty-six  countries  having  a population  of  1,219,00(1000. 
Of  this  population  658,000,000  use  silver  and  paper  exclusively^ and 
561,000,000  use  gold,  silver  and  paper.  The  total  stock  of  gold,  silver 
and  paper  used  by  these  twenty-six  countries  is  as  follows: 

Gold $3,582,605,000 

Silver,  full  legal  tender $3,409,100,000 

Silver,  limited  tender 553,600,000 

3,962,700,000 

Paper 2,635.873,000 


Total $10,181,178,000 

The  tabulated  statement,  put  in  a form  better  suited  for  the  pages 
of  the  Magazine,  is  as  follows: 

United  States. — Population 67,600,000 

Uses  gold $604,000,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender $538,000,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 77,000,000 

615,000,000 

Uses  paper 412,000,000 


Total $1,631,000,000 

Currency  per  capita : Gold,  $9.01;  silver,  $9.18;  paper,  $6.15;  total,  $24.34. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  legal  tender  silver,  1 to  15.98. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  sUver,  1 to  14.95. 

United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain. — Population  38,000,000 

Uses  gold  • • $550,000,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 100,000,000 

Uses  paper  50,000,000 

Total $700,000,000 


Currency  per  capita : Gold,  $14.47;  silver,  $2.63;  paper,  $1.32;  total,  $18.42. 
Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  14.28. 
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France. — Population 39,000,000 

Uses  gold $800,000,000 

Uses  silver,  fall  tender $650,000,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 50,000  000 

700,000,000 

Uses  paper 81,402,000 


Total $1,581,402,000 

Currency  per  capita : Gold,  $20.52;  silver,  $17.95;  paper,  $2.09;  total,  $40.56. 
Ratio  between  gold  and  legal  tender  silver,  1 to  15>£. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  14.38. 


Germany.— Population  . 

Uses  gold 

Uses  silver,  full  tender  . 
Uses  silver,  limited  tender 

Uses  paper 


49,500,000 

$600,000,000 

$103,000,000 

108,000,000 

211,000,000 

107,000,000 


Total $918,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $12.12;  silver,  $4.26;  paper,  $2.16;  total,  $18.54. 


Belgii^i.— Population  . . 

Uses  gold 

Uses  silver,  full  tender  . . 
Uses  silver,  limited  tender 

Uses  paper 


6,100,000 

$65,000,000 

$48,400,000 

6,600,000 

55,000,000 

54,000,000 


Total $174,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $10.66;  silver,  $9.02;  paper,  $8.85;  total,  $25.53. 
Ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver,  1 to  15)£. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  14.38. 

Italy. — Population 31,000,000 

Uses  gold $93,605,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender $16,000,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 34,200,000 

50,200,000 

Uses  paper 163,471,000 


Total $307,276,000 

Carrency  per  capita:  Gold,  $3.01;  silver,  $1.62;  paper,  $5.27;  total,  $9.91. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver,  1 to  15>£. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  14.88. 

Switzerland.— Population 3,000,000 

Uses  gold $15,000,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender $11,400,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 3,600,000 

15,000,000 

Uses  paper 14,000,000 


Total $44,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $5.00;  silver,  $5.00;  paper,  $4.67:  total,  $14.67. 
Ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver,  1 to  15>£. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  14.38. 
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Greece. — Population 


2,200,000 


Uses  gold $2,000,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender $1,800,000 

Uses  sliver,  limited  tender 2,200,000 

4,000,000 

Uses  paper 14,000,000 


Total $20,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  .91;  silver,  $1.82;  paper,  $6.36;  total.  $9.09. 
Ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver,  1 to  15)£. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  14.38. 

Stain.— Population 18,000,000 


Uses  gold $40,000,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender $120,000,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 38,000,000 

158,000,000 

Uses  paper 100,000,000 


Total $298,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $2.22;  silver,  $8.78;  paper,  $5.56;  total,  $16.56. 
Ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver,  1 to  15>£. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  14.38. 

Portugal. — Population 5,000,000 

Uses  gold $40,000,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 10,000,000 

Uses  paper 45,000,000 


Total $95,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $8.00;  silver,  $2.00 ; paper,  $9.00;  total,  $19.00. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  silver,  1 to  14.08. 

Austria-Hungary. — Population 40,000,000 

Uses  gold $40,000,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender 90,000,000 

Uses  paper 260,000,000 


Total $339,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $1.00;  silver,  $2.25;  paper,  $6.50;  total,  $9  75. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  18.69. 


Netherlands. — Population 

Uses  gold 

Uses  silver,  full  tender  . . 
Uses  silver,  limited  tender 

Uses  paper 


4,500,000 

$25,000,000 

$61,800,000 

3,200,000 

65,000,000 

40,000,000 


Total $130,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $5.55;  silver,  $14.42;  paper,  $8.89;  total,  $28.88. 
Ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver,  1 to  15)5*. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  15. 

Scandinavian  Union. — Population 8,600,000 

Uses  gold $32,000,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 10,000,000 

Uses  paper 27,000,000 


Total $69,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $3.72;  silver,  $1.16;  paper,  $3.14;  total,  $8.02. 
Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  14.88. 
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Russia. — Population . .113,000,000 

, Uses  gold $250,000,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender $22,000,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 38,000,000 

60,000,000 

Uses  paper 500,000,000 


Total $810,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $2.21;  silver,  .53;  paper,  $4.42;  total,  $7.16. 
Ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver,  1 to  15%. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  15. 

Turkey.— Population 33,000,000 

Uses  gold $50,000,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 45,000,000 


Total $95,000,000 

Currency  per  capita : Gold,  $1.52;  silver,  $1.36;  total,  $2.83. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  14.28. 

Australia. — Population 4,000,000 

Uses  gold $100,000,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 7,000,000 


Total $107,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $25.00;  silver,  $1.75;  total,  $26.75. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  14.28. 

Egypt— Population  7,000,000 

Uses  gold $100,000,000 

Uses  silver  limited  tender 15,000,000 


Total $115,000,000 

Cuurrency  per  capita:  Gold,  $14.29;  silver,  $2.14;  total,  $16.45. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  llmtted  silver,  1 to  15.68. 

Mexico — Population 11,600,000 

Uses  gold $5,000,000 

Uses  silver  full  tender  * 50,000,000 

Uses  paper 2,000,000 


Total $57,000,000 

Currency  per  capita;  Gold,  .48;  silver,  $4.31;  paper,  .17;  total,  $4.91. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver,  1 to  16%. 

Central  America — Population 3,000,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender $500,000 

Uses  paper 2,000,000 


Total $2,500,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Silver,  .17;  paper,  .67;  total,  .84. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver,  1 to  15%. 

South  America — Population 85,000,000 

Uses  gold $45,000,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender 26,000,000 

Uses  paper 600,000,000 


Total  $670,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $1.29;  silver,  .71;  paper,  $17.14;  total,  $19.14. 
Ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver,  1 to  15%. 
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Japan — Population 40,000,000 

Uses  gold 890,000,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender 50,000,000 

Uses  paper 66,00^,000 


Total $196,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Gold:  $2.26;  silver,  81.26;  paper,  $1.40;  total,  $4.90. 

India— Population 255,000,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender $900,000,000 

Uses  paper 28,000,000 


Total $928,000,000 

Currency  per  capita:  Silver,  $3.63;  paper,  .11;  total,  $3.64. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver,  1 to  16. 

China— Population 400,000,000 

Uses  silver, -full  tender $700,000,000 

Currency  per  capita : Silver,  $1.75. 

The  Straits — Population 

Uses  silver,  full  tender $100,000,000 

Canada — Population 4,500,000 

Uses  gold $16,000,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 5000,0000 

Uses  paper 40,000,000 


Total $61,000,000 

Currency  per  capita  Gold,  $3.66;  silver,  $1.12;  paper,  $8.89;  total,  $13.56. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  14.96. 

Cuba,  Hayti,  etc. — Population 2,000,000 

Uses  gold $20,000,000 

Uses  silver,  full  tender $1,200,000 

Uses  silver,  limited  tender 800,000  $2,000,000 

Uses  paper 40,000,000 


Total $62,000,000,000 


Currency  per  capita:  Gold,  $10.00;  silver,  $1.00;  paper,  $20,00;  total,  $31. 

Ratio  between  gold  and  limited  tender  silver,  1 to  I5)£. 

The  foregoing  figures  are  immensely  interesting  to  those  who  are 
students  of  the  money  question  which  now  encages  the  attention  of 
statesmen  and  financiers.  Those  who  decry  silver  as  a money  metal 
are  confronted  with  the  fact  that  silver  now  in  circulation  through- 
out the  world  is  in  excess  of  gold  only  to  the  amount  of  $439, 395, Cm), 
as  follows : 

Silver,  full  tender $8,469,100,000 

Silver,  limited  tender 653,000,000 

$4 ,022. 100,000 

Gold 3,582,605,000 

Excess  of  sUver $439,895,000 

But,  deducting  the  limited  silver,  which  is  debased  coin,  and  it  is 
found  that  gold  is  in  excess  of  full  legal  tender,  or  standard  silver, 
to  the  amount  of  $113,505,000— hence  it  is  folly  to  assume  that  sil- 
ver is  likely  to  displace  gold  in  the  money  markets  of  the  world. 
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But  there  is  still  another  statement  relating  to  gold  and  silver  in- 
dicative of  the  fact  that  the  production  of  the  metals  is  at  war  with 
the  idea  that  silver  is  liable  to  displace  gold  as  money.  During  the 
past  forty-two  years,  from  1851  to  1892,  both  inclusive,  the  world  s 
production  of  gold  has  been  $4,834,395,400  and  of  silver  $3,371,491,000, 
tabulated  as  follows : 


YEAR.  GOLD.  SILVER. 

1851  367,600,000  340,000,000 

1852  132,750,000  40,600,000 

1853  155,450,000  40,000,000 

1854  127,450,000  40,600,000 

1855  135,075,000  40,650,000 

1856  . . . 147,600,000  10,650,000 

1857  133,275,000  40,650,000 

1858  124,650,000  40,650,000 

1859  124,850,000  40,750,000 

1860  • • • 119,250,000  40,800,000 

1861  113,800,900  44,700,000 

1862  107,750,000  45,200,000 

1863  . 106,950,000  49,200,000 

1864  113,000,000  51,700,000 

1865  120,200,000  51,950,000 

1866  121.100,000  50,750,000 

1867  104,025,000  54,225,000 

1868  109,725,000  50,225,000 

1869  106,225,000  47,500,000 

1870  106,850,000  51,579,900 

1871  107,000,000  61,050,000 

1872  99,600,000  62,250,000 

1873  96,200,000  81,800,000 

1874  90,850,000  71,500,000 

1875  87,500,000  80,500,000 

1876  103,700,000  87,600,000 

1877  114,000,000  81,000,000 

1878  179,000,000  95,000,000 

1879  109,000,000  96,000,000 

1880  106,500,000  96,700,000 

1881  103,000,000  102,000,000 

1882  102,000,000  114,800,000 

1883  95,400,000  115,300,000 

1884  101,700,000  105,500,000 

1885  108,400,000  118,500,000 

1886  106,000.000  120,600,000 

1887  105.775,000  124,2*1,000 

1888  110,197,000  140,706,000 

1889  123,489,000  162,159,000 

1890  113,349,600  172,234,500 

1891  120,518,800  186,733,000 

1892  130,816,600  186,605,200 


34,834,395,400  | 33,371.491,000 

It  will  be  observed  that  during  the  past  fortv-two  years  the  pro- 
duction of  gold  has  exceeded  the  production  of  silver  to  the  amount 
of  $1,462,904,400,  which  demonstrates  pretty  conclusively  that  silver 
is  not  likely  to  displace  gold  by  its  abundance.  It  is  needless  to  in- 
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quire  what  the  stocks  of  gold  and  silver  amounted  to  in  1S51. 
Whatever  they  may  have  been,  the  figures  show  they  have  practical- 
ly disappeared  from  the  stocks  now  held  by  the  commercial  na- 
tions of  the  world,  as  follows: 


Product  of  gold  for  42  years #4,834,395,400 

Present  stock  of  the  world 3,582,605,000 

Disappeared #1,251,790,400 


Here  it  is  shown  that  not  only  has  $1,251,790,400  of  the  world’s 
production  of  gold  during  the  past  42  years  disappeared,  but  all  pre- 
vious productions,  the  total  in  sight  being  only  $5,582,605,400. 

How  stands  the  silver  condition  ? The  production  of  silver  during 
the  past  42  years  as  shown  by  the  table  was  $3,371,491,000,  and  the 
amount  in  sight  is  shown  to  be  $4,022,700,000.  Hence,  we  have  in 
stock,  all  that  has  been  produced  during  the  past  42  years,  and  $671,- 
209,000  of  what  may  have  been  produced  prior  to  1851.  The  figures 
demonstrate  what  has  been  stated,  that  the  stocks  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver, held  by  civilized  nations  prior  to  1851,  have  practically  disap- 
appeared,  since  of  such  stocks,  only  $651,209,000  oi  silver  is  now  in 
signt.  Notwithstanding  such  facts,  the  price  of  silver  has  of  late 
years  declined  • declined.  because,  as  the  friends  of  silver  declare,  of 
nostile  legislation,  and  to  this  decline  is  attributed  the  widespread 
business  demoralization  which  now  afflicts  the  country. 

The  tables  relating  to  the  use  of  gold,  silver  and  paper,  ratios  be- 
tween gold  and  silver,  full  and  limited  tender^  and  the  amount  per 
capita  including  paper,  are  specially  interesting.  There  are  nine 
countries  which  use  gold  ana  silver,  full  and  limited  tender.  Of 
these  nine  countries  the  ratio  between  gold  and  full  tender  silver  in 
eight  of  them  is  1 to  15£;  one,  the  United  States,  the  ratio  is  1 to 
15.98 — practically  1 to  16.  The  ratio  between  gold  and  limited  ten- 
der silver  in  six  of  these  nine  countries,  is  1 to  14.38,  one,  the  United 
States,  the  ratio  is  1 to  14.95 — and  two,  1 to  15.  There  are  nine 
countries  whioh  do  not  use  full  tender  silver,  only  limited  tender  sil- 
ver. In  two  of  these  countries  the  ratio  between  gold  and  limited 
silver  is,  1 to  14  28 ; one,  1 to  13.957 ; one,  1 to  14.08  * one,  1 to  13.69 ; 
one,  1 to  14.88;  one,  1 to  15.1 ; one,  1 to  15.68,  ana  one,  1 to  14.95. 
There  are  six  countries  which  do  not  use  unlimited  tender  silver; 
only  full  tender  silver  circulation.  In  these  six  countries,  the  ratio 
between  gold  and  silver  is,  in  three  of  the  countries,  1 to  15£ ; one, 
1 to  16£;  one,  1 to  16.18  and  one,  1 to  15.  Taking  the  fifteen  coun- 
tries which  use  full  tender  silver,  we  have  eleven  in  which  the  ratio 
is  1 to  15A ; one,  1 to  15.98;  one,  1 to  16£;  one,  1 to  16.18,  and  one, 
1 to  15,  showing  that  1 to  15£  is  the  prevailing  ratio,  the  United 
States,  Mexico,  Japan  and  India  being  tne  exceptions. 

In  the  matter  or  currency  per  capita,  the  amounts  given  in  twenty- 
five  of  the  twenty-six  countries  have  a wonderfully  wide  range — 
the  lowest,  Central  America,  is  content  with  84  cents  per  capita, 
while  France  the  highest,  demands  $40.56  per  capita.  In  the  list 
the  United  States  stands  sixth  as  follows: 
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France,  per  capita  . $40.56 

Cuba,  Hayti,  etc.,  per  capita 31. 

Netherlands,  per  capita 28.83 

Australia,  per  capita 26.75 

Belgium,  per  capita 25.53 

United  States,  per  capita 24.34 


The  study  of  ratios  between  gold  and  silver  and  the  amount  of 
money  per  capita  to  carry  forward  business  are  perplexing  problems, 
particularly  the  per  capita  matter.  While  France  maintains  $40.56 
per  capita , England  gets  alone  with  $18.42  per  capita , and  Germany 
with  $18.54.  Referring  to  the  tables  we  publisn,  the  reader  may 
find  data  for  profound  reflections  relating  to  money,  the  progress  of 
civilization,  the  happiness  of  the  people,  including  education,  relig- 
ion, etc. 

The  friends  of  silver  declare  furthermore  that  the  decline  of  silver 
has  caused  the  decline  of  certain  staple  products  of  the  country 
which  now  contributes  to  the  fiercenes  of  the  panic — and  as  an  ex- 
ample, wheat  and  cotton  are  named  to  illustrate  the  fact,  tabulated 
as  follows: 


YEAR. 

WHEAT. 

COTTON. 

SILVER. 

1872  . . . • 

1.47 

29.3 

1.32 

1873  

1.31 

18.8 

1.29 

1874  

1.43 

15.4 

1.27 

1875  

1.12 

15.0 

1.24 

1876  

1.24 

12.9 

1.15 

1877  

1.17 

11.8 

1.20 

1878  

1.34 

11.1 

1.15 

1879  

1.07 

9.9 

1.12 

1880  

1.25 

11.5 

1.14 

1881 

1.11 

11.4 

1.13 

1882  

1.19 

11.4 

1.13 

1883  

1.13 

10.8 

1.11 

1884  

1.07 

10.5 

1.01 

1885  

.86 

10.6 

1.06 

1886  

.87 

9.9 

.98 

1887  

.89 

9.5 

.97 

1888  

.85 

9.8 

.93 

1889  

.90 

9.9 

.93 

1890  

.83 

10.1 

1.04 

1891 

.85 

10.0 

.90 

1892  

.80 

8.7 

.86 

1893  

.72 

7.3 

.78 

Such  figures  carry  convictions.  From  them  there  is  no  appeal. 
In  the  insidious  march  of  events,  resulting  from  vicious  legislation, 
a panic  has  been  evolved,  and  labor,  like  wheat  and  cotton,  has  re- 
ceived a paralyzing  blow,  and  a storm  cloud  overhangs  the  country, 
with  only  the  faintest  tracing  of  a bow  of  promise  on  its  threaten- 
ing front. 
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WHO  PAYS  TAXES'? 


In  certain  quarters  the  declaration  is  made  that  the  few  pay  all  the 
taxes  and  that  the  many  escape  taxation.  As  a result  the  few  claim 
to  be  citizens  par  excellence,  while  the  many  are  regarded  as  a species 
of  paupers  who  haye  no  right  to  be  heard  in  shaping  the  policy  of 
government  from  a township  to  a state.  The  Chicago  Times , m a 
recent  issue,  discusses  the  subject  and  lets  in  a flood  of  light  which 
ought  not  to  escape  attention.  It  says: 

Who  la  a taxpayer  ? It  is  necessary  to  have  a definition  if  we  would  under- 
stand any  discussion  whatever  of  economics.  There  Is  an  assumption  upon  the 
part  of  many  persons  that  unless  a citizen  is  the  owner  of  real  estate  or  per- 
sonality listed  for  taxation  he  cannot  be  regarded  as  a taxpayer.  This  is  a fal- 
lacy. How  great  a fallacy  it  is  wUl  appear  if  a little  thought  is  taken.  Whence 
does  the  general  government  derive  the  bulk  of  its  revenue  ? From  the  tariff 
and  from  internal  revenue  taxation.  It  collects  the  former  in  the  first  instance 
from  the  importer,  in  the  second  from  the  manufacturer  and  the  dealer.  But 
do  these  men  alone  pay  the  tax  ? Not  at  all.  They  pass  it  along  to  the  con- 
sumer. All  consumers,  however,  are  not  tax  payers.  A certain  number  of  de- 
pendents have  no  means — children,  for  Instance.  Bat  every  producer,  every 
head  of  a family,  be  the  same  man,  woman  or  child,  is  a tax  payer.  So  much 
as  to  federal  taxation.  Now  as  to  local  taxation.  Take  the  people  at  Pullman 
for  illustration.  No  one  there  pays  directly  taxes  on  the  real  property  occu- 
pied by  him,  the  reason  being  that  he  is  not  an  owner.  The  land  and  all  the 
houses  are  owned  by  a company.  But  can  it  be  said  that  the  lessees,  if  their 
personal  property  is  not  listed,  are  not  tax  payers?  It  can  not  truthfully  be 
said.  Why?  When  the  company  lets  its  houses  it  fixes  the  rent,  and  the  rent 
is  what?  A return  upon  the  investment  plus  the  cost  of  taxes  and  insurance 
and  repair.  Every  tenant  of  Pullman,  though  no  tenant  of  Pullman  goes  per- 
sonally either  to  town  or  county  collector  with  the  amount  taxed  against  the 
tenement  he  occupies,  is  a tax  payer.  The  taxes  have  been  taken  into  account 
in  determining  his  rent,  and  the  fact  that  he  is  a rent  payer  makes  him  actually 
the  tax  payer  on  the  assessed  premises.  In  one  case  his  landlord  is  only  his 
agent  in  paying  personally  for  the  taxes  assessed  against  the  premises.  Every 
rent  payer  is  a tax  pa>  er.  Every  consumer  who  settles  the  obligations  incurred 
by  himself  or  persons  dependent  upon  him  is  a tax  payer.  In  short,  every 
person,  no  matter  how  poor,  who  is  not  a dependent  or  a pauper  is  a tax  payer. 
He  pays  local  taxes,  county  taxes,  state  taxes,  national  taxes.  The  indirec- 
tion in  the  process  amounts  to  nothing.  A tax  falls  on  him. 

More  than  this.  The  poor  man  who  is  a producer  pays  as  a rule  more  taxes 
in  proportion  to  his  means  than  the  rich  man.  The  rich  man  has  the  best  end 
of  it.  While  he  extends  heavy  taxes  against  tenantry  he  takes  care  that  light 
taxes  are  extended  as  against  himself.  Indeed  he  profits  by  taxation,  adding 
generally  double  what  he  pays  to  the  tenant. 

There  ought  not  be  any  confusion  on  this  important  matter.  Every  occu- 
pant of  a building  who  pays  rent,  every  lodger  paying  for  his  bed,  every  man 
buying  a coat,  every  citizen  earning  money  and  supporting  himself  or  others 
is  a tax  payer,  a payer  of  local  as  well  as  national  taxes. 

In  the  foregoing  it  is  shown  in  a way  not  to  be  successfully  con- 
troverted that  all  classes  of  men  who  live  in  houses,  regardless  of 
ownership,  pay  taxes,  help  support  the  government  and  therefore 
are  not  to  De  classed  with  paupers,  who  do  not  pay  taxes. 

To  give  the  matter  special  conspicuousness,  we  give  an  illustra- 
tion, one  of  ten  thousand  instances,  showing  what  a man  pays  who 
rents  property,  land  and  buildings,  valued  at  say,  $1,500: 
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Annual  interest  on  investment,  $ 1,500,  at  6 per  cent $90  00 

Insurance,  say 20  00 

Repairs,  say 20  00 

Taxes,  say 20  00 


Total $150  00 

Rent,  one  year,  at  $12.50  per  month 150  00 


In  this,  it  is  seen,  that  the  tenant  not  only  pays  the  taxes  on  the 
property  rented,  but  insurance  and  repairs  ana  interest  on  the  in- 
vestment. This  being  absolutely  true,  why  should  the  landlord  or 
others  assume  that  because  the  tenant  does  not  own  the  premises, 
therefore  he  does  not  pay  taxes,  and  further,  that  he  should  keep 
silent  when  questions  relating  to  the  public  welfare  are  up  for  dis- 
cussion and  action  ? The  avowals  that  only  owners  pay  taxes,  hav% 
been  so  numerous  and  have  been  made  with  such  emphasis  and  im- 
pudence that  it  is  doubtful  if  there  are  not  thousands  of  tenants 
who  believe  the  debasing  falsehood,  and  who  begin  to  entertain 
doubts  as  to  their  rights  to  participate  in  public  affairs.  It  suits 
the  plutocratic  class  exactly,  since  to  the  extent  that  they  can  im- 
pose the  heresy  upon  the  minds  of  workingmen  who  live  in  rented 
housea  that  they  pay  no  taxes,  the  more  easily  they  can  carry  for- 
ward their  debasing  programme  and  the  more  extensively  perpetrate 
their  robberies.  This  clamor  about  the  rich  supporting  the  gov- 
ernment is  one  of  the  phases  of  paternalism  which  so  many  cranks 
are  ceaslessly  striving  for,  unable  to  comprehend  that  paternalism 
means  that  the  government  shall  support  the  citizen  rather  than  that 
the  citizen  shall  support  the  government ; forgetting  that  the  gov- 
ernment can  have  no  revenues  of  any  description  that  are  not  drawn 
from  labor. 

During  the  years  of  slavery  in  this  countr j — a reign  of  paternal- 
ism— the  slave  was  taken  care  of  by  his  master,  and  the  poor,  do- 
graded  victim  of  paternalism  never  dreamed  that  he  took  care  of  ids 
master,  and  that  but  for  him  his  master  would  perish.  And  now, 
when  it  is  asserted  that  tenants  pay  no  taxes,  the  intention  is  to 
make  it  appear  that  only  the  rich  support  the  government,  in  doing 
which  they  support  all  wbo  live  in  rented  houses. 

The  time  is  fully  ripe  to  expose  such  vicious  falsehoods  and  to 
check  the  growth  of  the  degrading  craze  of  paternalism  and  consign 
it  to  the  limbo  of  vagaries. 


In  1873  there  was  no  silver  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
and  very  little  in  circulation ; there  is  now  in  the  treasury  and  in 
circulation  $490,000,000,  and  last  year  the  United  States  produced 
$60  000,000  of  the  metal.  Silver  has  been  money  for  more  than 
3,000  years. 


The  bridge  over  the  St.  Lawrence  river  is  9,144  feet  long.  The 
longest  bridge  in  the  world. 
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THE  TEACHING  OF  CHRIST. 


Cardinal  Gibbon,  in  an  address,  delivered  at  Chicago  at  a recent 
date,  among  other  things  said: 

The  Savior  of  mankind  never  conferred  a greater  temporal  boon  on  mankind 
than  by  ennobling  and  sanctifying  manual  labor,  and  by  rescuing  it  from  the 
stigma  of  degradation  which  had  been  branded  upon  it.  Before  Christ  ap- 
peared among  men  manual  and  even  mechanical  work  was  regarded  as  servile 
and  degrading  to  the  freemen  of  pagan  Rome,  and  was  consequently  relegated 
to  slaves.  Christ  is  ushered  into  the  world  not  amid  pomp  and  splendor  of 
imperial  majesty,  but  amid  the  environments  of  an  humble  child  of  toil.  He 
is  the  reputed  son  of  an  artisan,  and  his  early  manhood  is  spent  in  & mechan- 
ic’s shop.  “ Is  not  this  the  carpenter,  the  son  of  Mary?  ” The  primeval  curse 
attached  to  labor  is  obliterated  by  the  toilsome  life  of  Jesus  Christ  Ever 
since  he  pursued  his  trade  as  a carpenter  he  has  lightened  the  mechanic’s 
tools,  and  has  shed  a halo  around  the  workshop.  If  the  profession  of  a gen- 
eral, a jurist,  and  a statesman  is  adorned  by  the  example  of  a Washington,  a 
Taney  and  a Burke,  how  much  more  is  the  character  of  a workman  ennobled 
by  the  example  of  Christ.  What  De  Tocqueville  said  sixty  years  ago  of  the 
United  States  is  true  to-day — that  with  us  every  honest  labor  is  laudable, 
thanks  to  the  example  and  teaching  of  Christ. 

It  is  always  a little  difficult  to  discuss  Christianity  in  connection 
with  what  Cardinal  Gibbon  calls  “manual  labor.”  Certainly  Christ 
was  referred  to  as  “the  carpenter’s  son,”  and  as  “the  carpenter,”  and 
because  he  was  a carpenter,  and  the  son  of  a carpenter,  the  Jews,  in 
his  “own  country,”  treated  him  scornfully,  to  an  extent  that  “he 
could  there  do  no  mighty  works,”  and  from  that  day  to  the  present, 
the  church,  though  in  some  countries  clothed  with  imperial  sway, 
has  done  no  “mighty  works”  for  manual  laborers.  All  along  the 
line,  the  church  has  ceaslessly  pointed  to  Christ  as  “the  son  of  a 
carpenter”  and  “the  carpenter,”  hut  to  what  extent  such  references 
have  benefited  carpenters,  or  the  sons  of  carpenters,  or  manual 
laborers  of  any  class,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  out.  Cardinal 
Gibbon  says,  “Christ  is  ushered  into  the  world  not  amid  pomp  and 
splendor  of  imperial  majesty  but  amid  the  environments  of  an 
humble  child  of  toil.”  Has  the  church  emulated  the  humility  of 
Christ?  Is  the  church  free  from  pomp  and  splendor?  Cardinal 
Gibbon  says,  “Ever  since  he  pursued  his  trade  as  a carpenter,  he  has 
lightened  the  mechanic’s  tools.”  When,  where,  in  wnat  Christian 
land  has  the  mechanic’s  tools  been  lightened  (by  which  is  meant, 
we  presume,  that  his  toil  has  been  lightened)  by  any  act  of  the 
church?  by  any  decree  of  the  church?  The  church,  like  “men  of 
words  and  not  of  deeds,  is  like  a garden  full  of  weeds.”  We  give 
the  church  credit  for  every  generous  word  it  has  spoken. 

We  are  glad  to  believe  tne  acts  and  precepts  of  Christ  were  de- 
signed, as  the  cardinal  says,  to  benefit  manual  labor,  to  elevate  and 
dignify  labor,  but  it  so  happens  that  in  Christian  lands  labor  has 
been  required  to  fight  its  battles  alone  and  single  handed.  True,  in 
the  United  States, labor  has  advanced  a little,  that  is  to  say,  oigan- 
ized  labor  has  shown  a determination  to  move  up  to  a higher  plane, 
but  as  a general  proposition  it  has  moved  by  virtue  of  the  force  of 
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organization.  We  doubt  if  by  searching  all  the  records  in  all  the 
archives  of  Christendom,  there  will  be  found  so  much  as  the 
“ sc  ratch  of  a pen,”  showing  that  the  church  ever  formulated  or  ful- 
minated a decree  informing  men  that  the  degradation  of  labor  was  a 
crime  and  in  violation  of  the  precepts  of  Christ.  Something  may 
have  been  done  in  the  way  of  emancipating  slaves,  redeeming  them 
from  chattel  bondage,  but  even  in  this  the  church  has  been  divided. 
But  we  are  discussing  manual  labor  aside  from  chattel  slavery  and 
we  recall  nothing,  indicating,  even  remotely,  the  obligations  of  the 
church  to  do  more  than  to  exhort  to  patience,  to  bear  afflictions,  and 
vague  promises  of  something  better  when  the  tools  of  toil  fell  from 
the  grasp  of  the  toiler,  and  aeath  removed  his  burdens. 

Even  as  we  write  we  have  before  us  the  self-laudations  of  a divine, 
in  which  he  tells  how  many  addresses  he  has  delivered  before  col- 
lege students,  how  anxious  he  has  been  to  have  his  church  in  vital 
alliance  with  higher  education,  and  how  literary  and  Shakepearean 
clubs  have  been  profited  by  his  labors,  but  in  all  this  stilted  self- 
commendation, tnere  is  not  one  word  showing  that  he  cared  more 
for  working  men  than  he  did  for  working  cattle. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  believe  there  is  an  awakening  in  the  church, 
betokening  a livelier  interest  in  “manual  labor.”  We  hail  it  as  a 
cheering  sign  of  the  times,  but  once  let  organized  labor  put  its  trust 
in  anything  else  than  organization  and  its  doom  will  be  reoorded 
then  and  there. 

Every  blow  organized  labor  strikes  for  the  emancipation  of  labor 
has  the  indorsement  of  Christ.  It  is,  reverently  speaking,  in  alliance 
with  Christ  to  oppose  pomp  and  splendor,  always  and  everywhere 
designed  to  degrade  labor  and  fasten  upon  the  world  the  abomina- 
tions of  paganism  utterly  regardless  of  the  name  it  wears. 


Reports  have  it  that  the  oldest  railway  in  Germany  was  opened  in 
December,  1835,  between  Nuremburg  and  Furth,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  road  in  England,  between  Liverpool  and  Man- 
chester was  then  in  full  working  order,  the  Germans  did  not  care  to 
engage  in  the  business,  and  it  is  said  that  “the  greatest  difficulty  was 
found  in  raising  the  capital  for  the  new  line,  though  only  about 
$55,000  was  required.  The  most  absurd  objections  were  raised,  and 
in  1834  the  shades  were  at  30  per  cent  discount.  However,  in  1835, 
a Bavarian  engineer  returned  from  working  on  American  railways, 
and  under  his  care  the  line  was  completed  in  eight  months.  Tne 
original  shareholders  were  very  handsomely  rewarded.  The  traffic 
increased  so  rapidly  that  the  stock  soon  rose  to  500  per  cent,  premi- 
um. From  1835  to  1860  the  line  was  worked  by  horses  in  the  fore- 
noon and  by  steam  in  the  afternoon,  the  idea  being  to  save  money. 
The  manager  was  paid  only  $500  a year  and  the  traffic  inspector 
$200.  The  engine  driver,  who  was  sent  out  by  Stephenson,  was 
paid  $625  a year,  and  thus  received  more  than  his  nominal  chiefs.” 


Digitized  by  ^ooQle 


CONTRIBUTED 


CAPITALISM. 
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We  are  in  favor  of  capital  and  down  on  capitalism.  We  want  the 
working  capitalist  to  thrive.  We  want  the  scheming  or  loafing  cap- 
italist to  perish.  The  reformer  in  economics  shoula  make  a differ- 
ence between  these  two  classes  of  capitalists.  He  should  understand 
that  capitalism,  the  loafing  or  scheming  capitalist,  is  but  an  excres- 
cence in  social  growth,  an  unnatural  product,  just  as  much  so  as  a 
baby  with  two  heads. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  most  men,  and  so  most  reformers,  the  so- 
cialists included,  have  always  taken  effects  for  causes.  Because  cap- 
italism rules  the  fabric  of  civilization  with  a rod  of  iron,  shall  we 
endeavor  to  suppress  the  capitalist?  Because  trusts  and  combines 
do  threaten  to  control  most  of  the  wealth  of  nations  shall  we  oonvert 
nations  into  formidable  official  combines  or  trusts?  Is  it  not  far 
easier  and  more  natural  to  make  trusts  and  the  like  unnecessary  by 
seeing  that  all  workers  become  capitalists? 

Capitalism  means  large  aggregations  of  wealth,  or  capital  concen- 
trated into  the  hands  or  the  few.  Why  such  a concentration?  Be- 
cause of  large  concentrations  of  land  in  the  hands  of  the  few,  and 
most  especially  of  land  in  strategical  points  and  belts.  Remember 
that  there  is  a great  similarity  between  industrial  and  military  bat- 
tles. In  both  you  need  strategical  centers,  certain  belts  of  country, 
direct  roads  and  water  courses,  bays  and  seaboards,  with  its  localities 
for  the  collection  of  supplies,  &c.,  &c.  It  is  not  the  extent  of  terri- 
tory over  which  an  army  spreads  itself  that  gives  to  that  army  the 
possession  and  mastery  of  that  country.  Oh,  no!  That  mastery  is 
only  obtained  bv  the  control  of  certain  positions  and  lines  of  com- 
munication. All  military  campaigns  are  successfully  carried  out  by 
superior  strategy,  as  long  as  the  disparity  of  forces  and  resources  is 
not  extremely  great.  And  even  a considerable  disparity  is  apt  to  be 
overcome  by  superior  strategy. 

Our  socialistic  friends  don’t  seem  to  have  any  conception  of  strat- 
egy in  industrial  battles.  For  instance,  they  cannot  see  that  a com- 
bine, such  as  that  of  Carnegie’s  mills,  could  not  exist  for  any  length 
of  time  without  the  control  of  enormous  quantities  of  land  in  the 
coal  regions,  in  iron  mines,  in  railroads,  in  vast  sections  of  land  im- 

1>roved  and  unimproved  around  their  mills,  when  not  in  the  heart  of 
arge  cities,  and  even  in  the  latter,  sometimes.  There  is  a certain 
iron  concern  in  Pittsburgh,  of  the  Carnegie  species,  with  the  baga- 
telle of  sixty  acres  of  enclosed  land  worth  at  least  $3,000,000.  And 
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that  value  is  always  rising  at  a great  ratio.  From  1860  to  1890,  while 
population  doubled  in  the  nation,  the  land  values  increased  by  four, 
or  very  near. 

And  most  of  our  land  values,  to  whom  do  they  belong  ? To  the 
very  stockholders  and  officers  of  our  corporations,  trusts  and  that 
sort  of  cattle.  They  control  not  only  most  of  the  twenty-five  bil- 
lions monopoly  land  value  of  improved  land,  but  also  most  of  the 
thirty-five  billions  monopoly  land  value  of  unimproved  land.  We 
mean,  by  the  latter,  what  our  unimproved  land  would  bring  to-day 
if  somebody  could  buy  it  at  the  price  asked  by  the  holders. 

About  six  years  ago  the  writer,  in  his  lone  trip  through  several 
states  of  the  Union,  calculated  that  the  total  lana  values,  improved 
and  unimproved,  through  the  nation,  could  not  be  far  from  fifty- five 
billions.  Such  an  estimate  rested  on  the  asking  price  of  land  in 
cities,  towns,  villages  and  hamlets,  also  within  three  miles  of  them, 
also  within  seven  or  eight  miles,  that  is,  within  three  zones.  Ana 
everywhere  he  noticed  the  same  story,  viz : relatively  a few  controlled 
most  of  the  land,  improved  or  not,  tnTough  direct  title  or  mortgage. 

About  ten  years  ago  the  president  of  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad 
plainly  stated  that  60  per  cent,  of  the  land  in  California  was  con- 
trolled. by  100  men.  He  forgot  to  add — and  the  most  valuable. 
Because,  you  can  notice  that  tne  shrewd  monopolist  seldom  bothers 
himself  with  land  not  more  or  less  subject  to  a good  rise,  or  some  ot 
it  conducive  to  bring  a rise  on  the  rest,  by  keeping  it  at  a high  price. 
It  is  just  such  a loose,  gigantic  land  trust,  or  combine,  or  land  con- 
spiracy, if  you  like,  principally  composed  of  100,000  men  out  of  our 
65,000,000  population,  it  is  that  alone,  at  the  foundation  of  the  in- 
dustrial compact  that  makes  all  other  trusts  or  combines  possible. 

Just  as  that  cosmical  scheme  that  we  call  the  force  of  gravilation 
controls  our  whole  planetary  system,  so  our  land  monopoly  scheme 
controls  all  our  industries  and  commerce,  all  labor  and  afl  capital, 
or  wealth,  all  the  machinery  of  production  and  exchange.  What  is 
land  but  the  central  wheel  which  alone  through  labor  can  move  all 
the  other  wheels,  the  tool  which  alone  can  set  the  other  tools  in  motion, 
the  instrumentality  which  alone  can  vitalize  all  machinery,  call  it  by 
whichever  name  you  like. 

Take  for  instance  a given  machine  with  100  wheels,  one  of  them, 
the  largest  and  most  central,  imparting,  of  course,  all  motion  to  the 
rest,  because  first  receiving  the  action  of  horse  power,  water  power, 
steaip  or  electricity.  There  you  have  a symbol  of  the  industrial 
fabric.  The  grand  central  wheel  is  land.  The  power  that  sets  it  in 
motion  is  labor.  All  the  other  wheels  are  but  labor  created  tools, 
created  through  the  materials  we  find  in  land,  in  that  land  of  ours, 
so  insignificant  to  our  socialistic  friends.  Ana  so  you  find  socialism 
telling  us  that  a few  capitalists  can  control  all  labor  created  tools, 
even  & labor  should  control  the  source  from  which  alone  such  tools 
can  be  produced.  Suppose  that  to-morrow  a general  earthquake 
should  swallow  up  all  our  tools  of  production.  We  would  produce  a 
new  set.  And  it  would  not  be  the  old  capitalists,  but  the  old  workers, 
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that  would  perform  the  job.  And  the  latter  could  only  do  that  pro- 
vided they  were  allowed  to  use  land.  And  they  would  do  it  much 
quicker  if  they  were  permitted  to  use  land  freely,  without  monopo- 
listic rents  pocketed  by  a few  schemers. 

Take,  now,  the  bonanza  farms,  with  20,000  or  more  acres,  with 
their  steam  machinery,  &c.,  producing  wheat  at  $6  per  acre,  when  the 
small  farmer,  with  hand  and  horse  tools,  can  only  produce  wheat 
at  $20  per  acre.  What  makes  the  bonanza  farm  possible?  The 
multitude  of  men  forced  to  sell  their  labor  for  a song  because  robbed 
of  their  fundamental  right,  that  of  free  access  to  land.  Suppress 
that  iniquity  through  any  simple  process  you  may  see  fit  to  cnoose, 
and  all  bonanza  farms  shall  go  to  pieces  just  as  all  large  industrial 
combinations  needing  large  numbers  of  slaves — slaves  because  de- 
prived of  access  to  land — would  vanish  like  a dream,  under  free  ac- 
cess. 

Some  may  say:  “But  why  deprive  us  of  wheat  at  50  cents  per 
bushel  and  force  us  to  pay  $2  per  bushel,  ahd  why  pay  double  far 
coal  and  iron,  &c.,  &c.,  because  of  the  conversion  of  large  concerns 
into  small  ones,  the  former  representing  masses  of  stockholders,  the 
latter  limited  groups  of  working  capitalists?  ” Friends  and  gentle- 
men we  don’t  want  low  prices  at  the  expense  of  low  wages  or  labor 
earnings.  We  simply  want  low  prices  at  the  expense  of  monopoly 
profits.  There  is  no  greater  curse  m the  social  organization  than  that 
of  low  prices  when  they  mean  the  starvation  wages  of  slavery,  or  a 
mere  human  animal  life,  with  mighty  little  of  that  joyful  manhood 
without  which  life  is  not  worth  living. 

And  now  let  us  suggest  a new  train  of  thought.  Why  have  we  in 
the  last  thirty  years  invited  the  developement  of  inventive  genius 
in  machines  of  great  cost  and  colossal  power?  Because  of  our  vast 
concentration  of  land  in  the  hands  of  the  few,  placing  millions  of 
workers  at  the  mercy  of  the  few.  It  is  then  alone  that  the  few  are 
in  need  of  machines  of  great  power,  and  can  afford  to  pay  a high  price 
for  them.  That  alone  evolves  demand  for  such  machines.  Suppress 
such  abnormal  concentration  of  land,  in  quantity  as  well  in  as  qual- 
ity, in  area  as  wTell  as  in  value,  in  centers  of  population  or  awav 
from  them,  and  that  alone  shall  reverse  the  course  of  our  abnormal 
social  growth,  past  and  present  We  shall  then  find  that  subdivision 
of  land  is  far  more  profitable  than  land  concentration.  That  shall 
force  the  inventive  genius  into  machines  of  small  cost,  because  sup- 
ply always  meets  demand.  We  shall  then  have  electric  motors  of 
little  cost,  so  that  each  small  farmer  may  have  one  for  his  plow  and 
one  for  his  wagon,  and  the  small  manufacturer  one  for  his  ten  or 
twenty  looms,  and  so  with  all  other  industries  and  commercial  pro- 
cesses. Does  that  look  dreamy  or  fantastic?  Well,  such  develop- 
ments would  simply  correspond  to  that  grand  law  of  nature  which 
increases  the  product  of  labor  in  proportion  to  the  freedom  enjoyed 
by  the  individual  worker. 

We  all  know  that  servitude  and  chattel  slavery  were  always  lees 
productive  than  wage  slavery,  although  the  latter  is  but  a very  small 
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advance  on  the  former.  Suppress  wage  slavery,  make  it  possible  for 
small  groups  of  cooperative  working  capitalists  to  thrive,  or  even  for 
any  individual  with  a small  capital  to  flourish,  all  because  absence 
of  land  concentration  has  made  capitalism  impossible,  unprofitable, 
and  you  would  no  doubt  increase  Dy  two,  by  four,  by  six,  the  pro- 
ductive power  of  labor,  because  of  really  free  labor  for  the  first  time 
in  human  history ! And  that  increased  production  would  remain 
in  the  hands  of  laboring  men,  themselves  working  capitalists,  with 
no  capitalism  anywhere  in  the  horizon  of  the  industrial  world. 

That  law  of  nature  in  regard  to  increased  production  resulting 
from  greater  freedom  with  the  worker,  alone  would  make  socialism 
a wretched  failure.  And  the  reason  is  simple  enough.  Under  the 
socialistic  scheme  each  individual  would  become  a little  wheel  in  a 
machine  with  millions  of  wheels,  and  no  amount  of  political  free- 
dom could  change  that.  Hence  low  rates  in  production  because  of 
insufficient  industrial  freedom  with  the  individual. 

Another  great  law  of  nature  is  constantly  overlooked  by  socialists. 
It  is  as  follows : Take  two  belts  of  land,  A and  B,  with  20,000  acres 
each,  equally  well  situated,  and  have  500  families  close  to  each  belt, 
but  not  to  the  other.  Place  belt  A for  sale  at  auction  in  plots  of 
2,000  acres  each,  and  belt  B in  plots  of  five  and  ten  acres  to  each 
family.  In  both  cases  sale  per  annual  rent  for  a few  years.  The 
latter  will  bring  much  higher  prices  than  the  former.  The  small 
holder  can  always  pay  a higher  rent  than  the  large  holder.  In 
belt  A the  whole  20,000  acres  shall  be  sold  right  off.  In  belt  B only 
a small  portion  of  the  20,000  acres  shall  be  disposed  of,  the  best  sit- 
uated of  all,  and  each  family  group  shall  have  a patch  of  land.  In 
belt  A you  shall  have  ten  plutocrats  and  490  families  of  industrial 
slaves.  In  belt  B you  shall  have  500  families  of  working  capitalists. 

In  belt  A you  have  the  symbol  of  past  and  present  civilization 
evolving  capitalism  and  slaves,  because  of  land  monopoly. 

In  belt  B you  would  have  a civilization  of  working  capitalists  and 
free  men,  because — because  of  free  land,  free  from  the  demon  of  mo- 
nopoly. You  would  then  have  an  individualistic  civilization  in- 
stead of  the  past  and  present  ones,  all  of  them  more  or  less  social- 
istic, because  failing  to  respect  some  of  the  cardinal,  natural,  God 
given  rights  to  individuals.  And  socialism  proper  is  but  the  cancel- 
ation of  the  individual  as  an  industrial  unit.  W hat  right  has  society 
to  control  the  products  of  labor  and  fix  the  earnings  of  each  worker? 
None,  if  we  want  to  respect  God’s  eternal  laws  of  ethics.  Socialism 
proper  is  capitalism  with  a vengeance — industrial  despotism. 


Australia  has  a native  animal  that  is  a whole  Columbian  Expo- 
sition in  itself.  It  is  the  ornithorynchus  paradoxas  and  is  shaped 
like  an  otter,  has  fur  like  a beaver,  is  web-footed  like  a swan,  has  a 
bill  like  a duck,  a tail  like  a fox,  is  amphibious  and  lays  eggs. 
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THE  IRON  LAW  OF  WAGES. 


BY  WILFRED  P.  BORLAND. 


Ricardo’s  law  of  wages — called  by  Lasalle  “the  iron  law” — is  one 
of  the  strong  points  of  socialism.  Indeed,  in  the  earnestness  of 
their  propaganda,  the  socialists  are  not  at  all  particular  about  adher- 
ing strictly  to  facts  whenever  they  set  out  to  condemn  the  capitalist 
system  from  the  iron  law  standpoint.  Marx  very  properly  repudi- 
ates the  silly  assumption  that  the  tendency  of  wages  to  approacn  the 
minimum  necessary  for  the  laborer’s  subsistance  and  reproduction 
is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  workings  of  natural  law.  He 
shows,  rather,  that  such  tendency  is  thoroughly  unnatural,  the  re- 
sult or  our  peculiar  social  organizations;  and  it  is  upon  this  showing 
that  the  principal  argument  for  the  complete  reorganization  of  society 
is  based.  It  is  assumed  that  the  capitalist  system  is  responsible  for 
the  law,  and,  therefore,  to  escape  its  consequences,  the  capitalistic 
system  must  be  abolished.  To  give  eflect  to  this  law,  we  must  have 
this  condition : there  must  be,  on  the  one  hand,  a sufficient  body  ot 
laborers  who  are  stripped  of  all  command  over  any  of  the  means  and 
instruments  of  production,  and  who  have  command  of  but  a single 
commodity,  i.  e.,  their  labor-power,  which  they  freely  offer  for  sale 
in  the  open  market  to,  on  the  other  hand,  the  capitalist  producer, 
who  has  command  of  all  the  means  and  instruments  of  production, 
and  who  is  recognized  as  the  exclusive  owner  of  the  product  result- 
ing from  the  exertion  of  the  labor-power  he  has  purchased  under  the 
conditions  here  given.  Marx  is  very  explicit  on  this  point;  through- 
oat  his  book  he  emphasizes  the  necessity  for  the  existence  of  this 
condition  by  numerous  expressions  like  the  following : 

“ The  capitalist  system  presupposes  the  complete  separation  of  the 
laborers  from  all  property  in  the  means  by  wnich  they  can  realize 
their  labor.” 

“For  the  conversion  of  his  money  into  capital,  therefore,  the 
owner  of  money  must  meet  in  the  market  with  the  free  laborer — 
free  in  the  double  sense : that  as  a free  man  he  can  dispose  of  his 
labor-power  as  his  own  commodity,  and  that  on  the  other  hand  he 
has  no  other  commodity  for  sale,  is  short  of  everything  necessary  for 
the  realization  of  his  laoor-power.” 

“ In  themselves,  money  and  commodities  are  no  more  capital  than 
are  the  means  or  production  and  subsistence.  They  want  trans- 
forming into  capital.  But  this  transformation  itself  can  only  take 
place  under  certain  circumstances  that  center  in  this,  viz.,  thit  two 
very  different  kinds  of  commodity-possessors  must  come  face  to  face 
and  into  contact;  on  the  one  hand,  the  owners  of  money,  means  of 
production,  means  of  subsistance,  who  are  eager  to  increase  the  sum 
of  values  they  possess,  by  buying  other  people’s  labor-power ; on  the 
other  hand,  free  laborers,  the  sellers  of  their  own  labor-power,  and 
therefore  the  sellers  of  labor.” 
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Marx’s  analysis  of  the  process  by  which  the  surplus- value  created 
by  the  laborer  is  absorbed  by  the  capitalist,  is  exceedingly  acute  and 
exhaustive,  but  he  never  for  a moment  admits  into  his  premises  the 

Eossibility  of  the  laborer  being  in  possession  of  anything  other  than 
is  bare  labor-power;  he  must  be  a free  proletarian,  stripped  bare  of 
everything  save  the  simple  power,  residing  within  himself,  of  apply- 
ing his  labor  to  the  production  of  commodities.  I am  inclined  to 
believe,  then,  that  Mr.  Stuart  has  departed  somewhat  from  the  teach- 
ings of  socialism  when  he  gives  the  workingman  his  rights  in  the 
land,  and  still  subjects  him  to  the  influence  of  the  iron  law ; he  has 
an  exceedingly  large  sized  contract  on  hand  when  he  attempts  to 
prove  his  assertions  on  that  point  by  something  other  than  presump- 
tive evidence.  Mr.  Stuart  erred  in  not  adhering  to  the  conditions 
of  the  problem ; I shall  endeavor  to  show  that ; also,  how  the  single 
tax  will  increase  wages.  It  is  easy  to  give  “ reasons,  not  rhetoric  or 
rhapsodies,”  to  support  such  a showing;  and  good  reasons  at  that. 
The  capitalist  system  of  production  is  recognized  by  the  socialists 
as  having  only  attained  its  complete  development  since  the  intro- 
duction of  machinery  and  the  organization  of  industry  on  a large 
scale,  which  process  began  in  England  in  the  latter  half  of  the  last 
centunr;  ana  it  is  to  this  particular  development  that  the  critical 
part  of  their  doctrine  mainly  refers.  The  socialist  position  is  stated 
quite  plainly  by  Mr.  Stuart  when  he  says  that  “ under  the  conditions 
tnat  obtain  with  us,  the  ownership  of  the  machinery  of  production 
is  the  principal  means  by  which  surplus  value  is  extracted  from 
labor.”  And  it  is  funny  he  did  not  see  that  the  qualification  which 
h©  admitted  into  that  sentence,  destroyed  the  force  of  his  assertions 
concerning  the  iron  law.  The  above  sentence  states  a truism ; it  is 
quite  certain  that  it  is  his  ownership  of  the  machinery  of  production 
that  enables  the  capitalist  producer  to  extract  surplus  value  from 
the  laborer,  but  that  little  qualification,  “ under  the  conditions  that 
obtain  with  us,”  leaves  room  for  much  honest  difference  of  opinion 
concerning  the  organic  portion  of  the  socialist’s  doctrine.  When  we 
come  to  discuss  the  means  to  be  employed  for  getting  rid  of  the  iron 
law,  we  must  first  discover  what  produced  the  law.  If  history  shall 
show  that  it  is  the  product  of  the  particular  development  of  capital- 
ism which  forms  the  subject  of  socialistic  criticism,  then  must  their 
organic  doctrine  be  accepted;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  shall  appear 
that  there  is  not  a particle  of  historical  evidence  to  show  anything 
of  the  kind,  then  it  is  certainly  excusable  to  doubt  that  the  sociali- 
zation of  all  the  means  and  instruments  of  production  is  the  just 
and  only  remedy  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  desired  end.  Let 
us  see : Previous  to  the  Thirteenth  century  the  English  working- 
man was  a serf,  a veritable  slave,  subject  entirely  to  his  lord’s  will 
and  pleasure.  There  was  then  no  such  thing  as  wage  labor,  in  the 
modem  acceptation  of  the  term,  except  in  rare  instances.  By  reason 
of  causes  which  need  not  be  enumerated  here,  he  gradually  emerged 
from  this  condition,  and,  according  to  Rogers,  (“  History  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Prices”)  by  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  in  1272,  the 
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mass  of  the  English  people  had  passed  from  the  condition  of  serfs 
to  that  of  freemen,  a small  money  rent  or  a fixed  and  invariable 
amount  of  service  having  been  substituted  for  the  right  which  the 
lord  had  previously  enjoyed  of  commanding  the  services  of  his 
dependents  at  his  own  pleasure.  At  first  the  lords  were  led  to  re- 
frain from  demanding  any  labor  beyond  certain  regular  fixed  ser- 
vices, such  as  appertained  to  their  serfs’  holdings  of  land,  then  these 
services  themselves  were  gradually  diminished  in  amount,  and 
finally  they  were  made  commutable  into  money  rent.  The  com- 
mutation, like  the  service  it  replacedr  was  fixed  in  amount,  but  at 
first  the  lord  could  exact  the  service  instead  of  its  money  equivalent, 
while  the  tenant  could  also  insist  upon  giving  the  service,  instead 
of  the  money,  if  he  chose  to  do  so.  In  course  of  time,  however,  the 
payment  of  money  rents  became  an  established  custom,  and  the  ex- 
action of  service  rents  disappeared  from  the  customs  of  the  country. 
This  change  in  the  status  of  the  serf  left  him  in  control  of  his  own 
time,  and  if  he  could  produce  for  himself  a surplus  over  what  was 
required  to  pay  his  dues  to  his  lord,  he  was  free  to  do  so.  Moreover, 
as  the  lord  could  now  demand  from  him  nothing  but  a fixed  money 
payment,  if  he  desired  to  secure  his  service  as  a laborer,  he  must 
pay  him  stipulated  wages.  Thus  there  gradually  grew  up  a large 
body  of  free  paid  laborers  in  the  country  as  well  as  in  the  cities,  and 
that  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  the  black  death  burst  upon 
the  country  in  1348,  and  swept  one-third  of  the  population  out  of 
existence.  Immediately  wages  rose  to  thirty  and  fifty  per  cent 
above  the  former  figure.  The  lords  resisted  the  payment  of  the  in- 
creased wagf s by  every  means  in  their  power;  they  attempted  to  as- 
sert their  old  authority  over  the  laborers,  but  their  autnority  was 
dead;  serfdom  was  virtually  at  an  end,  the  serfs  went  where  they 
would  and  demanded  what  wages  they  would,  generally  getting 
what  they  demanded.  The  lords  appealed  to  Parliament  for  relief 
and  in  1349  was  passed  the  famous  Statute  of  Laborers,  which  fixed 
wages  at  the  rates  that  had  prevailed  before  the  plague  and  provided 
for  the  enforcement  of  its  enactments  by  means  of  fines  ana  punish- 
ment. The  statute  provided  a penalty  for  employers  who  should 
pay  more  than  the  established  rates  of  wages,  as  weu  as  for  the  work- 
ing man  who  should  receive  them ; still  wages  rose.  In  1360  the 
statute  was  further  strengthened  and  stronger  penalties  added; 
laborers  were  imprisoned  and  branded  on  the  forehead  for  attempt- 
ing to  leave  their  employment  in  search  of  other,  and  in  1363  the 
dress  of  workmen  was  prescribed  by  law  so  that  runaways  might  be 
more  easily  apprehended.  Yet,  in  1376,  the  House  of  Commons 
complains  that  masters  are  compelled  to  give  their  servants  high 
wages  to  prevent  them  running  away.  The  attempt  to  enforce  the 
old  conditions  of  serfdom  led  to  the  insurrection  of  1381,  when  tha 
peasants  demanded  of  the  King  “that  ye  make  us  free  forever,  our- 
selves, our  heirs,  and  our  lands,  and  that  we  be  called  no  more  bond, 
or  so  reputed.”  The  peasants  were  put  down ; but  it  is  a matter  of 
history  that  their  condition  continued  to  improve,  and,  in  spite  of 
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ing  up  the  private  bodies  of  retainers  which  was  such  a feature  of 
the  feudal  system ; he  imposed  a fine  of  £15,000  upon  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  for  having  greeted  him  with  5,000  of  his  retainers,  in  livery, 
while  on  one  of  his  tours  through  the  kingdom.  These  retainers 
had  the  same  feudal  rights  to  the  land  comprising  the  manorial  es- 
tates as  the  lords  themselves;  however,  they  were  now  turned  adrift 
without  those  rights  being  recognized ; the  lords,  for  the  first  time, 
claimed  their  estates  by  right  of  possession  instead  of  by  right  of  use. 
This  was  the  starting  point  in  the  creation  of  that  vast  industrial 
prolotariat  that  was  soon  to  appear.  The  general  substitution  of 
money  rents  for  personal  services  had  brought  about  the  result  that 
the  lords  were  no  longer  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  small 
tenant,  since  it  was  more  convenient  for  them  to  draw  the  same 
amount  of  rent  from  a smaller  number ; it  was  also  advantageous  to 
tbem  to  diminish  the  number  of  claimants  to  rights  in  the  manorial 
pasture  as  far  as  possible.  Consequently,  when  they  had  once 
claimed  their  estates  by  right  of  possession,  they  began  to  evict  the 
small  tenants  and  turn  their  combined  holdings  into  single  larger 
ones.  These  enclosures  and  evictions  went  on  rapidly;  the  evicted 
ones,  thus  deprived  of  their  means  of  living,  were  thrown  into  the 
ranks  of  the  prolotariat.  The  high  price  of  wool  about  this  time 
made  it  more  profitable  to  keep  sheep  on  the  land  than  men,  and 
large  districts  were  entirely  depopulated  to  make  room  for  flocks  of 
sheep,  and  the  lords  did  not  stop  at  turning  their  tenants  off  of  the 
manorial  estates  for  this  purpose,  but  seized  and  enclosed  the  com- 
mon lands  also.  An  act  passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII  in  the 
year  of  1488,  recites  “that  manv  houses  and  villages  in  the  kingdom 
are  deserted,  the  arable  land  belonging  to  them  is  enclosed  and  con- 
verted into  pasturage,  and  idleness  (the  cause  of  all  evil)  is  therefore 
generally  prevalent.  Where,  formerly,  two  hundred  men  supported 
themselves  by  honest  labor,  are  now  to  be  seen  only  two  or  three 
shepherds.”  We  have  now  the  first  appearance  of  the  iron  law. 
vast  numbers  are  driven  from  the  land  ana  forced  into  the  ranks  of 
mere  wage-earners,  and  wages  began  to  decline.  It  only  wanted  the 
crimes  of  Henry  VIII,  in  confiscating  the  lands  and  revenues  of  the 
guilds  and  monasteries,  to  force  wages  to  the  barest  subsistence 
point  and  bring  forth  the  iron  law  in  all  its  rigor;  we  see  its  opera- 
tion continually  from  that  time  on.  It  is  not  necessary  to  recount 
the  miseries  of  the  workingmen  during  this  period  of  transition 
from  the  old  conditions  to  the  new,  they  are  matters  of  history. 

In  the  words  of  Rogers,  “In  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  cen- 
turies the  laborer  secured  increased  wages  in  the  midst  of  decreas- 
ing prices.  In  the  sixteenth  the  reverse  which  he  suffered  was  far 
more  considerable  than  the  advance  which  his  forefathers  had  gain- 
ed.” “Increased  wages  in  the  midst  of  decreasing  prices”  is  some- 
thing which  the  followers  of  Ricardo  would  hardly  admit  as  a possi- 
bility, for  any  length  of  time.  If  they  did  they  would  have 
to  give  up  their  belief  in  the  iron  law.  Marx  says  “ the  capitalistic 
era  dates  from  the  sixteenth  century.”  The  iron  law  also  dates  from 
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the  sixteenth  century,  and  the  capitalistic  system  is  its  complement. 
Marx  does  not  pretend  to  deny  that  the  system  of  capitalistic  pro- 
duction for  profit  antedates  the  sixteenth  century.  What  he  means 
by  the  capitalistic  era  is  the  point  of  time  from  which  the  wage- 
worker  becomes  absolutely  dependent  on  the  capitalist  producer  for 
his  means  of  living.  What  he  means  by  the  capitalistic  system  is 
the  system  we  have  to-day,  wherein,  when  the  capitalist  refuses  to 
produce  the  workingman  must  beg  or  steal  in  order  to  live.  The 
position  of  the  workingman  in  the  pre-capitalistic  era  is  admirably 
stated  thus: 

“ The  class  of  wage  laborers  which  arose  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
fourteenth  century  formed  then  and  in  the  following  century  only  a 
very  small  part  of  the  population,  well  protected  in  its  position  by 
the  independent  peasant  proprietary  in  the  country  ana  the  guila 
organization  in  the  town.  The  subordination  of  labor  to  capital  was 
only  formal,  i.  e .,  the  mode  of  production  itself  had,  as  yet,  no  spe- 
cific capitalistic  character.  Variable  capital  preponderated  greatly 
over  constant.  The  demand  for  wage-labor  grew,  therefore,  rapidly 
with  every  accumulation  of  capital,  while  the  supply  of  wage-labor 
followed  slowly.  A large  part  of  the  national  product,  changed  later 
into  a fund  of  capitalistic  accumulation,  then  still  entered  into  the 
consumption  of  the  laborer.”  And  he  rightly  says  that  “the  expro- 
priation of  the  agricultural  producer,  of  the  peasant,  from  the  sou,  is 
the  basis  of  the  whole  process.”  (By  which  the  capitalistic  system 
is  perfected.) 

The  expropriation  of  the  laborer  from  the  soil  creates  a relative 
surplus  population,  which  forms  an  “industrial  reserve  army” — an 
absolutely  necessary  factor  to  the  formation  of  the  perfected  capitalist 
system.  Marx  shows  this  auite  plainly:  “ Capitalist  production  can 
by  no  means  content  itself  with  the  quantity  of  disposable  labor 
power  which  the  natural  increase  of  population  yields,  it  requires 
for  its  free  play  an  industrial  reserve  army,  independent  of  those 
natural  limits.”  This  reserve  army  can  only  come  from  the  land; 
capital  must  first  deprive  the  laborer  of  his  rights  in  the  land  before 
it  is  able  to  create  that  reserve  army  which,  fiercely  competing  for 
the  means  of  living,  forces  wages  down  to  the  lowest  subsistence 
point  and  creates  the  iron  law.  Instead  of  the  capitalist  system 
Deing  responsible  for  the  law,  the  law  is  the  condition  precedent  to 
the  establishment  of  the  system.  The  system,  of  course,  creates  its 
own  conditions  for  the  maintenance  of  the  law,  after  it  is  once  on  its 
legs,  but  it  can  by  no  means  get  on  its  legs  until  after  the  laborers 
are  completely  deprived  of  their  rights  in  the  land  and  the  iron  law 
becomes  a fact.  How  necessary  it  is  for  the  laborer  to  be  completely 
divorced  from  the  land  in  order  to  keep  the  reserve  army  of  capital 
up  to  the  proper  point  to  correspond  with  the  needs  of  capitalist 
accumulation,  is  capable  of  historical  proof  in  England.  The  agra- 
rian movement  of  the  sixteenth  century,  although  it  created  a reserve 
army  more  than  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  capital  at  that  time,  did 
not  completely  divorce  the  laborer  from  the  soil;  there  still  remained 
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vast  stretches  of  common  land  which  the  newly  created  capitalists 
dare  not  touch.  In  spite  of  poor  laws  and  laws  of  settlement,  con- 
cocted expressly  for  keeping  the  reserve  army  in  harmony  with  the 
needs  of  capitalist  accumulation,  the  common  lands  formed  a lever 
by  which  the  laborers  were  able  to  raise  themselves  out  of  the  con- 
dition in  which  they  had  been  plunged,  and  by  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century  wages  began  to  rise.  The  nascent  manufactur- 
ers of  the  period  required  a greater  reserve  army  than  was  set  free 
from  agriculture,  and  in  1680  a member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
remarked  that  “the  high  wages  paid  in  this  country  makes  it  impos- 
sible for  our  textures  to  maintain  a competition  with  the  produce  of 
the  Indian  looms.” 

During  CromweU’s  time,  Parliament  did  not  trouble  itself  about 
the  laborer,  and  wages  continued  to  improve.  In  1704  Defoe  said 
that  it  was  incontestable  that  there  was  “more  labor  than  hands  to 
perform  it.”  After  the  restoration  a course  of  legislation  was  under- 
taken to  keep  wages  down,  and  in  1709,  in  the  reign  of  Anne,  was 
passed  the  first  of  the  enclosure  acts  whereby  the  people  were  robbed 
of  their  common  lands.  During  the  fifty  years  between  thepassage 
of  the  first  enclosure  act  and  the  end  of  the  reign  of  George  IL,  there 
were  passed  244  acts,  converting  about  350,000  acres  of  common  land 
into  private  property,  and  the  reserve  army  was  kept  within  proper 
limits. 

The  reign  of  George  III  began  with  the  era  of  machinery,  in  1760; 
the  new  mode  of  production  required  the  services  of  a reserve  army 
that  could  be  depended  on  and  enclosures  now  began  in  earnest. 
Three  thousand,  four  hundred  and  forty-six  acts,  enclosing  3,500,000 
acres,  were  passed  during  the  reign  of  this  sovereign,  and  during  the 

period  from  1760  to  1843  nearly  seven  millions  acres  of  land  were 
stolen  from  the  English  workingmen  by  their  capitalist  masters  in 
Parliament.  Who,  that  has  paid  any  attention  to  the  horrors  that 
called 'forth  the  factory  acts  in  England,  can  bring  himself  to  believe 
that  workingmen  could  have  been  forced  to  endure  such  sufferings 
if  they  had  not  been  so  entirely  alienated  from  the  land?  Socialists 
condemn  single  taxers  because  they  devote  their  attention  exclusively 
to  the  monopolization  of  land,  ana  ignore  the  great  evils  which  have 
been  brought  about  by  the  monopolization  of  machinery.  Single 
taxers  do  not  ignore  the  evils  which  spring  from  the  monopoly  oi 
the  machinery  of  production,  but  they  hold  these  evils  to  be  second- 
ary effects  of  land  monopoly;  they  claim  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  place  the  workingman  in  subjection  to  the  machinery  lord  if  he 
were  not  first  deprived  of  his  rights  to  the  land,  and  in  making  that 
claim  they  stand  upon  solid  ground. 

Take  the  course  of  events  in  our  own  country.  It  would  seem  as 
though  the  United  States  presented  an  inviting  field  for  the  exploit- 
ation of  labor  by  machinery  in  the  early  part  of  this  century;  abund- 
ant and  cheap  raw  material,  cheap  land,  good  government,  everybody 
anxious  to  have  capital  take  hold  and  develop  our  resources.  Surely, 
here  was  an  inviting  field  for  English  manufacturers,  where  they 
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might  plant  their  machinery  and  exploit  labor  to  the  full  rate  ot 
surplus  value,  unhampered  by  obnoxious  factory  legislation.  But 
they  didn’t  do  it,  and  many  a capitalist  went  broke  in  those  early 
days  in  the  attempt  to  establish  the  capitalist  system  before  the  con- 
ditions were  ripe  for  it.  Those  who  have  read  Cooper’s  novels  will 
remember  the  passage  in  “The  Pioneer,”  where,  in  describing  the 
ancestors  of  Marmaduke  Temple,  he  says : “ It  is,  however,  a subject 
of  curious  inquiry,  at  the  present  day,  to  look  into  the  brief  records 
of  that  early  period  and  observe  how  regular,  and  with  few  excep- 
tions, how  inevitable  were  the  gradations,  on  the  one  hand,  of  the 
masters  to  poverty,  and  on  the  other,  of  their  servants  to  wealth. 
This  is  a very  common  course  of  things,  even  in  the  present  state  of 
the  union;  but  it  was  peculiarly  the  fortunes  of  the  two  extremes  of 
society  in  the  peaceful  and  unenterprising  colonies  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey.”  In  his  chapter  on  colonization,  Marx  quotes 
Wakefield,  as  follows:  “What  is  now,  according  to  Wakefield,  the 
consequence  of  this  unfortunate  state  of  things  in  the  colonies?  A 
barbarizing  tendency  of  dispersion  of  producers  and  national  wealth. 
In  Europe,  capital  invests,  without  hesitating  a moment,  for  the 
working  class  constitutes  its  living  appurtenance,  always  in  excess, 
always  at  disposal.  But  in  the  colonies,  Wakefield  tells  an  extremely 
doleful  anecdote.  He  was  talking  with  some  capitalists  of  Canada 
and  the  state  of  New  York,  where  the  immigrant  wave  often  becomes 
stagnant  and  deposits  a sediment  of  supernumerary  laborers.  Our 
capital,  says  one  of  the  characters  in  the  melodrama,  was  ready  for 
many  operations  which  require  a considerable  period  of  time  for 
their  completion,  but  we  could  not  begin  such  operations  with  labor 
which  we  knew  would  soon  leave  us.  If  we  had  been  sure  of  retain- 
ing the  labor  of  such  emigrants,  we  should  have  been  clad  to  have 
engaged  it  at  once  and  for  a high  price,  and  we  should  have  en- 
gaged it,  even  though  we  had  been  sure  it  would  leave  qp,  provid- 
ed we  had  been  sure  of  a fresh  supply  whenever  we  might  need  it.” 
Wakefield  here  shows  how  necessary  is  the  reserve  army  of  prolatari- 
ans  to  the  success  of  capitalist  exploitation;  and  Marx  emphasizes 
the  need  of  the  capitalist  system  when  he  says:  “ In  the  colonies, 
property  in  money,  means  of  subsistance,  machines,  and  other  means 
of  production  do  not,  as  yet,  stamp  a man  as  a capitalist  if  there  be 
wanting  the  corrolative — the  wage-worker,  the  other  man  who  is 
compelled  to  sell  himself,  of  his  own  free  will.  There  the  capitalist 
regime,  everywhere,  comes  into  collision  with  the  resistance  of  the 
producer,  who,  as  owner  of  his  own  conditions  of  labor,  employs  that 
labor  to  enrich  himself,  instead  of  the  capitalist.” 

In  the  early  period  of  our  history  it  impossible  to  exploit  the 
laborer,  because  he  simply  refused  to  be  exploited.  If  the  wage  con- 
ditions did  not  suit  him,  why,  there  was  plenty  of  land,  and  he  took 
advantage  of  it  and  went  to  producing  for  himself.  Thus  it  was 
impossible  to  bring  the  reserve  army  up  to  the  needs  of  capitalistic 
exploitation.  This  difficulty  has  been  overcome  in  recent  years  by 
the  rapid  monopolization  of  the  soil,  and  the  consequent  divorcement 
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of  the  laborer  from  his  means  of  escape  from  the  capitalist  regime. 
With  the  single  tax  in  force,  the  laborer  would  be  in  a much  tetter 
condition,  even,  than  he  was  when  we  had  an  abundance  of  land  still 
unmonopolized-  For,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  all  the  present 
unused  land  would  be  thrown  open  to  him,  he  would  be  a partici- 
pator in  the  benefits  which  arise  from  the  used  lands,  the  value  of 
such  lands  being  distributed  over  the  entire  community  in  the  bene- 
fits of  government.  Under  such  conditions,  where  does  Mr.  Stuart 
find  his  authority  for  the  assertion  that  wages  must  still  remain  at 
the  barest  subsistence  point?  There  is  no  authority,  either  in  his- 
torical fact  or  economic  theory,  for  any  such  assertion.  How  is  the 
reserve  army,  which  the  great  master  of  Socialism  has  so  ably  shown 
to  be  an  absolutely  necessary  factor  of  the  capitalist  system,  to  be 
controlled,  with  the  single  tax  in  force?  Marx  has  conclusively 
shown  that  the  great  mass  of  the  laboring  population  must  be  abso- 
lutely divorced  from  the  soil  and  compelled  to  rely  upon  their  labor 
power  as  their  only  means  of  income,  before  the  capitalist  system 
can  be  a success. 

I fear  Mr.  Stuart  will  have  to  drop  the  wages  question  from  his 
category  of  single  tax  fallacies;  othewise,  he  runs  great  risk  of  im- 
peaching reasoning  which  he  considers  unimpeachable.  In  many 
respects  Mr.  Stuart’s  reasoning  is  childish.  He  says : “ Did  you 
ever  notice  that  the  Jews,  the  greatest  financiers  of  the  world,  rare- 
ly own  land?”  Yes,  we  have  noticed  that.  We  have  also  noticed 
that  no  financier,  either  Jew  or  Gentile,  ever  gobbled  up  a great 
deal  of  other  peoples’s  wealth  unless  the  great  mass  of  the  people, 
the  workers,  were  either  bond  slaves  or  free  men  divorced  from  the 
soil.  Who  shall  own  the  greater  part  of  the  wealth  stolen  from  the 
workingmen  is  determined  solely  by  a contest  of  wits ; the  surplus 
value  abstracted  from  the  earnings  of  workingmen  forms  a fund  for 
the  toploftical  members  of  society  to  gamble  with,  and  the  keenest 
and  most  successful  gamblers  run  away  with  the  biggest  piles.  That 
superior  gamblers  sometimes  obtain  control  of  immense  portions  of 
this  fund  without  owning  any  land,  is  an  argument  that  in  no  wise 
touches  the  basic  fact  that  somebody  owns  the  land  so  effectually  that 
the  great  body  of  workingmen  are  unable  to  utilize  it  except  medi- 
ately, through  the  intervention  of  an  employer  of  labor.  Mr.  Stuart 
surely  knows  this;  and  a person  of  his  evident  intelligence  ought  to 
know  that  the  citation  of  these  great  commercial  trusts^  not  directly 
based  on  land  ownership,  as  an  argument  against  the  single  tax,  is  a 
work  of  supererogation.  It  is  not  his  duty  to  show  that  such  trusts 
do  exist  without  being  directly  based  on  land  ownership;  but  it  is 
his  duty  to  show  that  such-institutions  could  exist  in  the  absence  of 
a great  mass  of  exploitable  labor-power;  exploitable  because  its  own- 
ers are  deprived  of  their  rights  to  the  land.  I am  not  insensible  to 
the  Socianst’s  argument  that  the  great  improvements  in  agriculture 
have  made  the  system  of  small  laxming  unprofitable;  but  the  im- 
plication that  the  single  tax  could  only  succeed  with  a system  of 
small  farming  in  force,  is  unwarranted.  The  success  of  agricultural 
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exploitation  by  machinery  depends  upon  precisely  the  same  condi- 
tions as  the  success  of  manufacturing  exploitation — a sufficiently 
disposable  reserve  army — and,  to  again  quote  the  words  of  Bliss, 
44  When  the  laborer  is  not  compelled  to  sell  his  working  strength  for 
what  he  can  get,  he  can  begin  to  sell  it  for  what  it  is  fairly  worth.” 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  laborers  would  be  compelled  to 
forego  the  advantages  which  arise  from  the  use  of  modern  machinery ; 
being  in  possession  of  the  field,  they  would  be  in  a position  to  com- 
mand the  use  of  the  proper  machinery  to  work  that  field.  Work- 
ingmen are  as  well  aware  of  the  benefits  of  cooperation  and  proper 
division  of  labor  as  are  the  capitalists,  and  single  taxers  are  as  in- 
sistent that  they  shall  be  allowed  to  fully  utilize  these  benefits  as  are 
the  Socialists.  We  have  no  wish  to  return  to  the  system  of  isolated 
production,  that  prevailed  in  the  old  handicraft  epoch,  before  the 
era  of  machinery  was  ushered  in ; nor  do  we  believe  a return  to  that 
system  to  be  among  the  possibilities.  The  success  of  the  Rochdale 
Pioneers,  and  other  voluntary  cooperative  societies  which  have  suc- 
cessfully maintained  themselves  in  spite  of  the  capitalist  system,  is 
quite  conclusive  proof  that  workingmen  know  how  to  cooperate  for 
their  own  benefit  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of  capiatlists ; and  when 
once  given  a fair  field  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  this  system 
of  voluntary  cofiperation  will  not  be  so  vastly  extended  as  to  em- 
brace all  industries,  thus  bringing  about  cooperative  Socialism  in- 
stead of  State  Socialism.  Instead  of  asserting  that  the  single  tax 
will  perpetuate  the  evils  of  the  capitalist  system,  it  would  be  more 
rational,  and  more  in  consonance  with  reason,  to  admit — what  is  a 
fact — that  the  capitalist  system,  which  Marx  nas  so  graphically  pic- 
tured and  so  acutely  analyzed,  would  be  utterly  annihilated  by  the 
single  tax. 


AN  ECONOMIC  PROBLEM. 


BY  W.  H.  STUART. 


Under  the  caption,  “The  Iron  Law  of  Wages  ” Mr.  W.  P.  Borland, 
in  this  number  of  the  Magazine,  presents  an  aole  defense  of  the  sin- 
gle tax  from  certain  arguments  and  deductions  of  the  “Iron  Law” 
that  I have  urged  against  that  theory  in  previous  articles  in  this 
Magazine. 

And  first  let  me  express  my  sincere  pleasure  in  meeting,  for  the 
first  time,  with  a single  tax  opponent  who  has  not  merely  heard  of 
Karl  Marx,  but  who  has  actually  read  that  author’s  great  work, 
“ Capital,”  and  who  appears  to  have  an  intelligent  conception  of  that 
masterly  analysis  of  capitalist  production;  to  whom  the  terms  “ sur- 
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plus  value,”  “constant”  and  “variable”  capital,  etc.,  are  presumably 
not  Greek  and  Sanscrit;  who  is  able  to  quote  Marx  intelligently— 
nay,  who  quotes  him  as  apparent  authority  in  his  defense  of  the 
single  tax.  This  is  carrying  the  war  into  Africa  with  a vengeance. 

Mr.  Borland  has  stated  his  case  clearly  and  intelligently.  If  the 
arguments  are  weak  and  insufficient,  the  fault  is  not  his,  but  must 
be  ascribed  to  the  leal  cause;  the  inherent  weakness  of  the  theory 
which  he  attempts  to  defend. 

To  my  claim  that  under  a single  tax  regime— the  wage  system 
being  retained — wages  would  still  remain  at  the  minimum  upon 
which  the  laborer  would  consent  to  reproduce ; he  replies,  by  quot- 
ing Marx,  to  show  that  “the  expropriation  of  the  mass  of  the 
people  from  the  soil  forms  the  basis  of  the  capitalist  mode  of 
production,”  or,  in  other  words,  that  “ the  capitalist  system  presup- 
poses the  complete  separation  of  the  laborers  in  all  property  in  the 
means  by  which  they  can  realize  their  labor.” 

Mr.  Borland  points  to  the  fifteenth  century  as  the  golden  age  of 
the  English  workingmen,  and  quotes  excellent  authority  to  wow 
that  these  conditions  were  due,  “not  solely  but  mainly  because  the 
distribution  of  land  was  carried  to  almost  all.  * * * 

The  golden  age  was  golden  because  the  humblest  Englishman  was 
rendered  to  some  extent  financially  independent  by  the  right  to  the 
use  of  a little  land.” 

The  contention  of  Mr.  Borland  is,  therefore,  that  under  conditions 
that  would  make  land  accessible  to  all  upon  equal  terms,  that  the 
golden  age  would  reappear.  This  he  claims  would  be  accomplished 
by  the  adoption  of  the  single  tax. 

I have  in  previous  articles  shown  the  utter  absurdity  of  this  con- 
contention,  and  I have  to  express  both  my  surprise  and  regret  that 
Mr.  Borland  has  not  made  the  slightest  attempt  to  answer  or  dis- 
prove my  arguments. 

True,  ne  says : “ I am  not  insensible  to  the  socialists’  argument, 
that  the  great  improvements  in  agriculture  have  made  the  system 
of  small  farming  unprofitable,”  yet  he  utterly  ignores  arguments 
that  nine  men  in  every  ten  would  consider  conclusive. 

Now  for  the  sake  of  making  the  case  as  strong  as  possible  for  the 
single  tax  theory,  let  us  suppose  that  agricultural  land  was  absolute- 
ly free  of  all  rent;  that  the  site  value  of  cities  produced  sufficient 
revenues  for  public  purposes.  Under  such  conditions  Mr.  Borland 
would  claim  that  the  capitalist  system  of  production  would  be  im- 
possible, and  the  “iron  law”  of  wages  inoperative.  Yet  I offered  a 
concrete  illustration  of  capitalist  production  under  similar  condi- 
tions; and  challenged  single  taxers  to  show  why  with  both  rent  and 
loan  interest  abolished,  surplus  value,  in  the  .shape  of  profit,  would 
not  continue  to  absorb  all  over  the  cost  of  the  average  standard  of 
living. 

I have  pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  agricultural  areas  of  the  New 
England  States  are  almost  depopulated  for  the  admitted  reason,  that 
they  can  no  longer  compete  with  the  bonanza  farms  of  the  north- 
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west.  I have  shown  on  the  authority  of  the  Hon.  D.  A.  Wells,  that 
on  the  great  wheat  fields  of  the  Dakotas,  the  labor  of  one  hand  is 
equal  to  the  production  of  5,500  bushels  of  wheat.  This  is  ten  times 
as  much  as  the  hand  could  produce  on  free  land  cultivated  by  him- 
self, L e.,  his  subsistence  wages  of  $20  per  month  is  more  than  his 
labor  power  is  worth  to  himself  on  free  land. 

I have  shown  that  in  this  state  the  staple  cereals  are  produced  by 
the  capitalist  farmer  at  one-third  the  cost  of  the  small  farm;  that 
horticulture  is  fast  coming  under  the  dominion  of  the  capitalist, 
even  truck  farming  is  tending  in  that  direction.  Senator  Casey 
claims  that  he  can  produce  wheat  in  Dakota,  on  his  bonanza  farm, 
at  a cost  of  $6  per  acre.  In  Michigan  and  Ohio  it  costs  $18  per  acre. 
How  long,  think  you,  will  the  latter  named  states  continue  to  com- 
pete with  the  northwestern  states  and  California?  It  is  claimed 
that  when  the  cotton  picker  is  fully  introduced  it  will  displace  the 
labor  of  80,000  workers  in  the  southern  states.  One  macnine  and 
four  men  doing  the  work  formerly  done  by  200  pickers.  Does  Mr. 
Borland  think  that  with  free  land,  the  wheat  raisers  of  the  middle 
states  and  the  small  farmers  of  the  south  will  be  able  to  compete 
with  the  bonanza  farm  and  the  large  cotton  plantation  under  capi- 
talist modes  of  production?  And  does  he  really  think  that  under 
such  conditions  there  is  any  immediate  danger  of  the  “ industrial 
reserve  army”  falling  under  the  numbers  required  for  the  full  devel- 
opment of  that  system  of  production? 

I want  to  ask  Mr.  Borland  another  question.  Suppose  the  adop- 
tion of  the  single  tax  would  bring  about  conditions  as  favorable  to 
the  workingman  as  obtained  in  England  during  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, with  the  additional  advantage  of  the  revenue  derived  as  rent 
of  valuable  land  applied  to  public  purposes.  Is  this  the  ideal 
towards  which  the  single  taxer  looks  with  enraptured  vision?  If 
so,  let  me  tell  him  plainly,  his  ideal  is  a contemptible  one,  beneath 
the  attention  of  any  well  wisher  to  the  human  race.  For  look  you, 
since  the  fifteenth  century  the  productivity  of  labor  has  probably 
increased  an  hundred  fold;  that  is  to  say,  owing  to  the  advances 
made  in  the  sciences  and  arts,  the  invention  of  labor  saving  ma- 
chinery, and  the  application  of  steam  and  electricity  as  motive 
power,  the  laborer  of  to-day  is  able  to  produce  one  hundred  times 
more  wealth  than  his  ancestor  of  the  golden  age.  How  long,  think 
you,  will  the  heirs  of  this  civilization,  and  the  creators  of  this  ever- 
increasing  wealth,  consent  that  the  wealth  so  created  shall  form  a 
fund  for  ‘‘the  toploftical  members  of  society  to  gamble  with?” 

To  whom  does  that  fund  belong?  To  society  that  created  it,  or  to 
a few  drones,  who  by  superior  cunning,  unscrupulousness,  or  the  ac- 
cident of  birth,  are  enabled  to  skim  off,  in  the  shape  of  surplus 
value,  all  the  advantages  of  centuries  of  civilization,  leaving  labor, 
who  creates  it  all,  less  than  it  received  four  centuries  ago. 

This  fund,  by  the  way,  is  composed  of  rent,  interest  and  profit. 
The  single  tax  proposes  to  reduce  the  fund  by  the  elimination  of 
rent,  say  one-firth  of  the  plunder,  leaving  only  interest  and  profit 
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for  the  “ toploftical  to  gamble  with,”  or,  as  the  “ greatest  living  econ- 
omist” would  put  it,  leaving  interest  as  the  “just  return”  to  the 
capitalist  for  “aiding  production.”  The  socialist,  on  the  contrary, 
would  give  each  producer  the  full  product  of  his  labor,  free  from 
rent,  interest  or  profit. 

Under  such  conditions,  if  labor  was  able  to  produce  an  hundred 
times  more  wealth  than  it  did  during  the  golden  age  it  would  be 
one  hundred  times  better  off;  not  a little  better  on,  as  under  the 
single  tax  ideal,  nor  actually  worse  off,  as  under  present  conditions. 

Socialists  admit  that  under  primitive  methods  of  agriculture,  such 
as  obtained  during  the  fifteenth  century  in  England,  where  every 
peasant  had  his  plot  of  four  acres,  capitalist  production  was  impos- 
sible; but  that  century  had  not  expired  before  capitalist  farming  had 
got  its  start.  For  note,  that  under  conditions  where  the  cultivator 
of  land  can  only  engage  labor  by  giving  its  full  proportion  of  the 

Eroduct,  capitalist  farming  is  impossible.  But  the  first  peasant  who 
y improved  agricultural  methods,  or  by  improved  appliances  is 
enabled  to  hire  labor  at  less  than  its  full  proportion  of  the  product, 
is  the  first  capitalist  farmer.  As  improvements  are  effected,  and 
machinery  comes  into  use,  making  the  hiring  of  labor  profitable, 
the  small  capitalist  farmer  is  continually  replaced  by  the  larger  one. 

Much  as  we  must  deplore  the  horrors  resulting  from  the  forcible 
expropriation  of  the  peasants  from  the  soil  during  the  last  four 
centuries,  it  must  be  admitted,  as  Toynbee  has  pointed  out,  that 
force  and  fraud  only  hastened  the  process,  the  result  was  inevitable 
owing  to  changed  economic  conditions.  Small  farming  simply  be- 
came unprofitable.  Under  modern  conditions,  mere  access  to  land 
ceases  to  be  a “means  by  which  they  (the  laborers)  can  realize  their 
labor.”  They  are  as  effectually  divorced  from  the  means  of  an  inde- 

Endant  living— such  as  obtained  during  the  golden  age— as  if  the 
ad  was  inaccessible  to  them. 

Even  small  farming  under  present  conditions,  to  be  moderately 
successful,  presupposes  the  possession  of  a reasonable  knowledge  of 
the  business  of  farming,  ana  sufficient  capital  to  make  that  knowl- 
edge effective. 

To  suppose  that  under  modern  conditions,  free  access  to  the  land 
would  avail  the  man  without  experience  or  capital,  is  the  rankest 
nonsense,  and  is  only  maintained  by  your  single-taxer;  the  exi- 
gencies of  that  school  of  economics  requiring  its  disciples  to  deny 
that  agriculture  can  ever  come  under  the  domain  of  capitalism. 

A few  years  ago  the  “Standard”  maintained  that  large  farming 
would  never  be  profitable.  Now  Mr.  Middleton  is  willing  to  admit 
that  the  production  of  cereals  has  come  under  capitalists  control, 
but  he  laughs  to  scorn  the  idea  of  horticulture  following  suit.  When 
that  industry  does  follow,  as  it  inevitably  will,  he  wifi  point  with 
undiminished  confidence  to  the  truck  farm.  Your  single-taxer  will 
never  acknowledge  any  change  in  economic  conditions  that  conflict 
with  his  peculiar  theories.  I had  an  illustration  of  this  some  time 
ago.  In  a private  correspondence  with  an  eminent  single-taxer  of 
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New  York,  whose  name  is  familiar  to  every  single-taxer,  we  dis- 
cussed Trusts,  which  he  claimed  were  the  result  exclusively  of  our 
protective  tariff.  I mentioned  to  him  the  fact  that  although  the 
duty  of  two-and-a-half  cents  per  pound  had  been  removed  from  cer- 
tain grades  of  sugar,  that  the  price  of  sugar  in  this  state  had  not 
declined ; that  Claus  Spreckles  and  the  sugar  trust  were  evidently 
pocketing  the  duty.  I really  thought  I had  made  a point,  but  his 
answer  disabused  me  of  that  impression.  His  reply  was,  “When 
the  last  vestige  of  duty  is  removed,  the  price  of  sugar  will  fall,  but 
not  till  then.”  Admit  nothing  until  you  are  forced  to,  is  good 
single-tax  doctrine. 

In  no  country  in  the  world  is  the  capitalist  system  of  production 
so  thoroughly  developed,  and  so  strongly  entrenched  as  in  this 
one.  Notwithstanding  the  fact,  that  millions  of  acres  of  fertile  land 
can  yet  be  bought  outright  for  a less  price  per  acre  than  the  yearly 
rental  of  similar  land  in  Great  Britain.  Hundreds  of  trusts  con- 
trol every  necessity  of  life,  as  well  as  the  luxuries.  Competition  is 
completly  eliminated.  We  have  carried  sub-division  of  labor,  and 
cooperation  in  production  and  distribution  nearly  to  the  ideal  of 
the  socialist  state.  But  all  the  advantages  of  this  system  of  pro- 
duction continue  to  be  absorbed  by  the  capitalist  class,  which  we 
permit  to  control  the  means  and  instruments  of  production. 

Even  single-taxers  are  forced  to  admit  that  under  a single-tax 
regime,  certain  industries  are,  what  they  are  pleased  to  term, 
“natural  monopolies,”  and  must  be  brought  under  public  control. 
This  distinction  is  purely  arbitrary.  As  a matter  of  fact,  all  indus- 
tries— from  raising  wheat  to  making  coffins — where  economies  in 
production  are  possible  by  employment  of  capital  on  a grand  scale, 
are  all,  equally,  the  “natural”  prey  of  the  capitalist  system  of  pro- 
duction. 

However,  with  an  instinctive  conception  of  the  weakness  of  the 
single-tax  theory,  Mr.  Borland  is  forced  to  take  refuge  as  a derriier 
resort  in  socialism,  voluntary  cooperation,  as  he  is  pleased  to  call  it, 
as  opposed  to  state  socialism.  By  the  way,  where  is  the  socialist  or 
nationalist  who  looks  to  state  socialism  as  an  ideal?  what  we 
demand  is  the  collective  ownership  of  all  the  means  and  instru- 
ments of  production  and  distribution.  “ Vetat  dest  moi ,”  said  Le 
Grande  Monarch . Under  socialism  this  will  be  changed  to  “We  are 
the  State.” 

Let  me  warn  Mr.  Borland  that  he  has  a very  hazy  idea  of  coopera- 
tion when  he  points  to  the  Rcchdale  pioneers  as  an  example  of  its 
benefits.  The  pioneers  are  merely  joint  stock  companies  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  profits  that  usually  go  to  middlemen. 
As  individuals  they  are  benefited,  but  they  do  nothing  to  raise  their 
class.  Should  those  companies  extend  until  they  include  all  En- 
glish workingmen,  wages  would  fall  to  correspond  to  the  benefits 
obtained  by  such  cooperation.  Henry  George  has  clearly  shown 
this  in  “ Progressjand  Poverty.”  The  American  workmen’s  wages  are 
comparatively  high,  because  they  insist  on  spending  one  billion  per 
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annum  on  liquor  and  tobacco.  Let  them  forego  these  luxuries, 
and  wages  will  decrease  a like  amount,  and  go  to  swell  the  “just 
returns  to  capital,”  a la  George. 

So,  too,  with  voluntary  cooperation  in  agriculture  under  a capital- 
ist regime.  The  cooperators  will  be  obliged  to  support  families  all 
the  year  round  on  the  profits  of  their  farm ; whereas  the  capitalist 
farmer  will  have  no  families  to  support,  and  only  “hands”  wnen  he 
needs  them.  The  saving  in  expense  to  the  capitalist  will  enable 
him  to  “survive”  as  the  “fittest”  under  capitalism. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  the  adoption  of  the 
single-tax  would  give  an  enormous  impetus  to  capitalist  agriculture, 
with  the  result,  that  the  industry  would  be  concentrated  m sectione 
of  the  country  specially  adapted  to  the  different  products.  This 
again  would  result  in  practically  depopulating  various  agricultural 
areas  of  the  country,  as  the  New  England  states  have  been  affected. 
Such  concentration  would  also  enable  the  capitalist  producer  to 
obtain  land  at  a nominal  rent,  for  the  reason  that  the  average  man 
would  not  be  able  to  compete. 

Furthermore,  the  concentration  of  agricultural  operations  would 
undoubtedly  result  in  the  expropriation  of  that  large  class  of  small 
farmers,  who  are  now  barely  eking  out  a precarious  existence,  who 
would  be  utterly  unable  to  compete  with  the  mammoth  farmer. 

To  conclude,  it  must  be  evident  that  the  single-tax  theory  offers 
no  solution  to  the  economic  problem.  Society  must  control  collec- 
tively all  the  means  and  instruments  of  production.  We  must 
substitute  production  for  use  instead  of  for  profit.  Mr.  W.  D.  P. 
Bliss,  in  his  version  of  “Work  and  Wages,”  says: 

“There  has  been  two  great  faUs  in  English  wages.  The  first  occuring  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  16th  century,  was  due  to  the  monopolization  of  land;  the 
second  occuring  in  the  latter  half  of  the  18th  century,  was  due  to  the  monopo- 
lization of  machinery.  It  is  the  fault  of  the  single-  tax  that  it  ignores  this 
great  cause.  Yet,  the  fact  of  the  fall,  and  the  cause  no  man  can  deny.  • • 
* So  long  as  most  of  the  great  industries  of  life  can  be  carried  on  on  a large 
scale,  with  expensive  plants,  and  with  ramified  branches,  so  long  must  those 
who  monopolize  these  plants  have  the  control  of  Industry.  If  every  man  had 
the  use  of  a little  land,  he  could  sell  his  working  strength  at  fair  price  to  an 
employer;  but  under  competition,  the  owner  of  the  small  farm  would  be  un- 
able to  compete  with  the  large  farm  carried  on  with  machine  power.  He  who 
owns  machinery,  plant  and  capital  must  eventuaUy  rule  over  the  man  who  has 
not.  Lords  of  industry  are  inevitable.  The  doUar  man  and  the  millionaire 
can  not  live  side  by  side.” 

In  a word,  and  here  is  the  case  in  a nutshell,  while  the  machinery 
of  production  remains  in  private  hands,  it  must  of  necessity  be  the 
property  of  a small — and  as  the  concentration  of  wealth  progresses 
— a constantly  decreasing  minority,  who  have  only  to  combine  to 
have  the  masses  at  their  mercy.  Tne  nationalization  of  all  industry 
is  the  only  possible  remedy. 


In  the  August  issue  of  the  Magazine,  Mr.  Gros, 'commenting  on  a 
statement  of  mine  regarding  the  probable  revenue  derived  from  the 
confiscation  of  economic  rent  under  a single-tax  regime,  arrived  at 
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the  extraordinary  amount  of  6 billions  which  he  assumed  as  a 
necessary  deduction  from  my  statement.  Of  course  I repudiate  the 
deductions  of  Mr.  Gros,  am  quite  confident  it  would  not  be  one- 
tenth  of  that  amount.  In  quoting  his  figures  in  my  September 
article  I made  the  unfortunate  error  of  changing  the  amount  to  60 
billions.  This  error,  my  friend  Mr.  Gros,  has  drawn  my  attention 
to  in  a very  courteous  note.  I regret  very  much  the  error  occurred, 
and  hope  the  readers  of  the  Magazine  readily  detected  it. 


MARGUERITE. 

A Historical  and  Philosophical  Romance . 


BY  MARIE  LOUISE. 


CHAPTER  VII.— Jean  Morin. 

On  the  departure  of  her  husband,  Madame  Ferrier  resumed  her 
usual  calm.  Going  to  the  window,  which  looked  toward  the  pine 
lorest,  she  eat  down  and  gazed  at  the  falling  flakes  of  snow  decking 
with  diamonds  the  dark  green  leaves  of  the  pine  trees. 

“ How  beautiful  the  forest  looks,”  she  thought ; “ how  magnificent 
everything  in  nature  appears  to  be  when  we. strive  to  find  the  whys 
and  wherefores  of  all  we  behold  around  us.  Yes,  all  is  right  and  all 
is  good — even  pain — even  agony.  Nothing  happens  uninvited. 
E vents,  though  sometimes  unwelcomed,  are,  nevertheless,  unavoid- 
able and  timely  occurrences.  Were  it  not  for  that  perception  of  the 
perfect  arrangement  of  things  in  nature,  could  I have  borne  and 
outlived  all  the  bitter  trials  to  which  I have  been  subjected,  or 
rather,  have  created  for  myself?  ” 

Madame  Ferrier  s flight  into  philosophic  meditations  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  arrival  of  a man,  who  slowly  entered  the  room. 

At  the  sound  of  the  irresolute  footstep,  her  face  flushed,  and,  run- 
ning towards  the  visitor,  she  took  his  hand  in  her  own  and  gently 
led  him  to  an  easy  chair  by  the  side  of  the  fire-place. 

“ Sit  down,  Jean  Morin,”  she  said ; “ give  me  your  hat  and  let  me 
brush  the  snow  off  your  coat.  Sit  close  to  the  fire  and  dry  your 
feet.” 

“Thanks,  Marie  Louise,”  said  the  man.  “You  are  always  so  kind 
to  me.  Since  I have  become  blind  you  have  bestowed  upon  me  un- 
ceasing kindness  and  care.” 

“Ah,  Jean,”  replied  the  lady,  “the  kindness  has  not  been  one- 
sided. Have  you  not  given  me  proofs  of  sympathy  and  attach- 
ment ? ” 

“Yes,  Marie,”  answered  the  blind  man,  “for  you  I have  sympathy 
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and  attachment.  In  childhood,  we  were  companions.  Side  by  side, 
we  have  grown  physically  and  developed  mentally.  Both  of  us  are 
cast  out  of  the  general  routine  and  conventionalism  of  our  society. 
I am  too  helpless  to  be  of  any  use  to  people,  and  too  strong-minded 
to  be  their  humble  servant.  Hence,  no  one  has  need  of  me.  You, 
Marie  Louise,  are  too  strong  to  require  protection,  and  too  stout- 
hearted to  be  led  and  tossed  about  as  women  generally  are,  so 
society  rejects  you  as  unfit  to  be  among  its  docile  throng.” 

“ Aye,  Jean,  it  is  even  so,”  replied  the  lady ; l<  the  human  mind  is 
a strange  production.  Yet,  such  as  it  is,  it  is  the  product  of  our  en- 
vironment. Superstition  has  so  entwined  its  coils  around  our 
hearts  and  our  consciences,  that  all  things  natural  and  true  appear 
to  us  incongruous  and  false.  He,  or  she,  who  loves  truth,  and  is 
free-minded,  receives  bad  treatment  at  the  hand  of  the  community. 
This  is,  indeed,  the  Kinedom  of  Satan,  the  era  of  darkness.  Fam 
would  1 die,  and  leave  oehind  me  miserable  conditions  created  by 
the  ignorance  of  man.” 

“ Marie,”  rejoined  the  blind  man,  gravely,  “ your  words  are  bit- 
terly hopeless,  and  unworthy  a correct  thinker  like  yourself.  Do 
not  believe  that  night  endures  forever.  Piercing  the  clouds,  the 
dawn  of  day  is  advancing  and  darkness  receeding,  slowly,  it  may 
be,  but  surely.  Reflect  on  the  rapidity  with  which  events  succeed 
one  another  in  this  nineteenth  century  of  ours.  Reflect  awhile, 
Marie,  my  comrade,  and  rejoice.  You  and  I,  it  is  true,  have  suf- 
fered much  from  the  bigotry  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  our 
mountains  are  addicted.  But  what  are  we,  you  or  I,  that  we  should 
consider  our  own  sorrows.  In  the  history  of  the  human  race,  the 
grief  or  joy  of  one  or  two  individuals  is  of  no  moment.  Progress 
now  and  then,  may  slacken  its  step,  but  it  soon  resumes  its  onward 
march,  and  makes  up  for  delay.  Think  of  the  marvelous  discover 
ies  of  our  time.  Here  we  have  railroads  propelling  wagons  by  steam 
power  and  carrying  passengers  and  freight  with  wonderful  rapidity 
to  fabulous  distances.  The  Comtitutionel  of  Sunday  last  gave  an  ex- 
haustive article  on  the  origin  of  railroad  transit  and  its  progress  to 
our  own  time.  Gaepard  Ledoux  read  it  me.  It  related  that  in, 
or  about  1602,  the  miners  of  Northumberland  and  Durham,  in  the 
north  of  England,  conceived  the  idea  of  fixing  in  the  ground  two 
wooden  beams  in  parallel  lines,  to  run  their  coal  wagons  from  the 
mines  to  the  place  of  shipment,  on  the  Tyne  and  Wear.  The 
wooden  beams  were  furnished  with  flanges  to  prevent  the  wheels 
from  slipping  aside.  The  miners  soon  discovered  that  while  one 
horse  could  draw  seventeen  hundred  weight  on  a common  road, 
forty-two  hundred  weight  could  now  be  drawn  with  equal  facility. 
These  tramways  were  made  across  fields  and  a specified  rent  was 
paid  to  the  owners  for  the  use  of  their  fields.  But  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  seventeenth  century  to  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
no  important  improvement  took  place  in  these  tramways.  In  1700, 
or  thereabout,  the  wooden  beams  were  clothed  with  long  slips  ol 
iron,  to  prevent  excessive  wear  and  tear.  In  1745  the  wooden  beams 
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were  replaced  by  iron  rails.  With  this  last  innovation  the  idea  of 
coupling  several  small  wagons,  instead  of  running  a large  vehicle, 
was  conceived,  and  this  was  the  germ  of  the  modern  train.  The 
next  improvement  consisted  in  putting  flanges  to  the  wheels  of  the 
wagons  instead  of  to  the  rails.  The  rail  became  encased  inside  the 
wheel  instead  of  the  wheel  being  enclosed  inside  the  rail.  In  this 
way  great  facility  of  transit  was  obtained.  But  it  is  only  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  nineteenth  century  that  steam,  instead  of  horses,  was 
used  to  draw  the  cars  of  railways.  To  Richard  Treyethick  is  duethe 
honor  of  having  introduced  tne  locomotive  in  its  early  stage,  the 
improvement  of  which  has  made  railroading  so  * wonderful  and 
gigantic  an  enterprise.  Rapid  transit,  Marie  Louise,  is  destined  to 
level  down  frontiers  and  boundaries,  to  bring  nations  together  in 
friendly  intercourse  and  to  do  away  with  war.  The  same  influence 
that  will  sweep  away  war  will  also  sweep  away  kings  and  priests— 
yes,  Marie,  priests  as  well  as  kings — one  tyrannizes  over  the  body  of 
man,  the  other  over  his  soul.  Both  tyrants  stand  and  fall  together. 
Printing  struck  a mighty  blow  at  despotism,  but  rapid  transit  will 
deal  the  last  and  definitive  stroke.  Victor  Hugo,  in  ‘the  Hunch- 
back,’ makes  his  priest  of  Notre  Dame  say  of  a book  on  the  table 
before  him  and  of  the  church  towers  opposite:  ‘This  will  kill 
thatl’  Still,  printing  could  hardly  kill  the  church,  but  the  two 
powerful  agencies  of  printing  and  rapid  transit  have  sealed  the 
doom  of  political  and  religious  despotism.  Marie  Louise,  give  not 
way  to  pessimism,  do  not  doubt  the  immutability  of  truth— for  it 
must  survive  in  spite  of  all  obstructions.  Truth  is  the  Alpha  and 
the  Omega.” 

“ I am  not  a pessimist,  Jean  Morin,”  replied  Madame  Ferrier,  “the 
pain  which  wrings  my  heart  at  the  sight  of  human  ignorance  is  not 
caused  by  any  doubt  regarding  the  ultimate  triumph  of  truth.  I 
know  that  it  is  eternal.  But  the  thought  of  the  sufferings  and 
agonies  through  which  our  race  must  pass  in  order  to  wash  off  its 
deep  layer  of  corruption,  is  that  which  freezes  my  blood  within  my 
veins.  It  is  useless  for  us  to  deceive  ourselves  by  raising  before  our 
eyes  a bright  falsified  picture,  while  the  original  itself  is  dark  and 
foreboding.  That  progress  during  this  century  has  advanced  at  a 
wonderful  speed,  tends  but  to  prove  that  social  cataclysms  must  also 
take  place  with  appalling  acceleration.  It  is  as  you  say — nations 
are  becoming  united,  for  boundaries  and  frontiers  must  crumble 
away  before  tne  flood  of  friendly  invasions  and  brotherly  greetings. 
But  while  B6rlan^er  sings.  ‘ PeupJes,  dvnnez-vous  le  mani  ’ (peoples,  join 
hands),  he  also  sings,  ‘ Lesrois  ten  vout’  (kings  are  passing  away). 
Do  you  not  see,  Jean,  that  for  the  warfare  of  nations  is  substituted 
the  warfare  of  a people  against  their  own  kings  and  aristocrats  ? 
The  masses  have  discovered  at  last  that  they  have  been  fooled  and 
misled — that  they  have  bled  and  died,  not  for  their  own  interests  but 
for  the  cruel  ambition  of  rulers.  In  the  presence  of  this  discovery 
they  turn  against  their  oppressors  with  all  the  savage  ferocity  de- 
veloped in  them  by  a former  system  of  slavery.  To  wash  off  the 
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crime  of  international  warfare,  a war,  thrice  as  bloody,  a civil  war, 
is  necessary.  Just  for  a moment  carry  your  thoughts  back  to  the 
great  Revolution  of  1789-93,  which  our  own  parents  witnessed. 
Think  of  the  guillotine  casting  its  grim  shadow  on  nearly  all 
corners  of  important  thoroughfares.  Think  of  the  streets  of  Paris 
— Paris  which  we  love  so  intensely  without  having  seen  it — Paris 
the  beautiful — turned  into  a human  slaughter-house ! Picture  to 
yourself  the  horrible  work  of  the  Septembriseurs,  these  frantic 
butchers  standing  in  parallel  lines  in  the  prison  yard  of  l’Abbey, 
striking  down  every  unfortunate  man  or  woman  thrust  out  of  the 
inside  of  the  prison  to  fall  under  the  thousands  of  swords  and 
weapons  raised  over  their  heads  by  an  infuriated  and  diabolic  look- 
ing populace ! And  yet,  in  spite  of  all  the  horrors  connected  with 
that  great  revolution,  who  can  say  that  it  was  not  a deserved  retri- 
bution and  a long  step  towards  human  liberty  ? No,  Jean  Morin,  I 
am  not  a pessimist,  but  I know  that  an  effect  is  related  to  its  cause, 
both  as  regards  complexion  and  intensity.  I know  that  outraged 
nature  will  avenge  herself  upon  man  down  to  the  third  and  fourth 
generation.” 

“ Marie  Louise,  you  are  right,”  rejoined  Jean  Morin,  “ signs  of  the 
times  bespeak  terrible  coming  events.  The  Bourgeoisie  made  the 
Revolution  of  ’89-93.  Their  hands  are  red  with  the  blood  of  their 
fellow  men.  The  people,  or  working  classes,  are  awaking  to  the  fact 
that  these  bourgeois  have  monopolized  the  benefit  of  the  great  revolu- 
tion at  the  expense  of  the  lower  classes.  These  are  preparing  to 
strike  at  their  old  companions  in  servitude,  who  have  become  their 
masters  through  their  cunning  in  monopolizing  political  power  and 
wealth.  The  King,  Louis  Philippe  ( le  roi * bourgeois , as  they  call 
him)  sits  on  the  edge  of  a shaking  throne  and  must  soon  topple 
over.  Discontent  ana  misery  stir  the  mind  of  the  people.  Oppres- 
sion they  would  stand  mutely,  like  sheep,  but  hunger  awakens 
them.  Socialism  has  boldly  perched  itself  on  the  fence  and  crows 
defiantly.  Louis  Blanc,  in  publishing  his  “ Organization  of  Labor,” 
in  1840,  aroused  the  workingmen  to  a sense  of  their  rights,  and 
Pierre  Joseph  Proudhon,  in  publishing  in  the  same  year  his  thunder- 
bolt, “ What  is  Property  ? ” has  thrown  the  money  class  in  a defen- 
sive attitude.  Proudhon,  and  his  followers,  will  minimize  the 
power  of  the  government ; Louis  Blanc,  on  the  contrary,  will  mag- 
nify that  power.  Both  these  theories  herald  the  popular  movement, 
and  both  are  arrayed  against  the  church,  the  throne  and  capitalism. 
Oh,  Marie  Louise!  what  an  infernal  pandemonium,  what  a confus- 
ion ! The  tower  of  Babel  was  but  a play  compared  with  the  uproar 
we  hear  from  all  parts  of  Europe.  Les  rois  sen  mnt  (Kings  are  de- 
parting) sings  the  great  poet  lyric  B6ranger.  Yes,  they  depart,  but 
wbat  a mighty  and  vicious  kick  they  give  before  leaving — they 
shake  the  whole  universe.  But,  Marie,  I must  leave  you.  So  en- 
grossing was  our  conversation  that  time  passed  unnoticed.  I will 
soon  call  again  ; good-bye,  dear  friend,  let  nope  cheer  you,  let  your 
mind  forsee  the  great  realization.  An  revoir .” 

“ Au  revoir , Jean.” 
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CHAPTER  VIII — Le  Comte  de  Vercheres.. 

At  about  two  miles  from  the  small  village  into  which  I have 
mentally  introduced  my  readers,  a beautiful  promontory  rises  from 
the  rugged  level  of  the  mountain. 

Crowning  this  majestic  elevation  stood  the  huge  manor-house  in 
which,  for  upwards  of  a thousand  years,  lineal  lords  of  the  east  ot 
France  had  resided. 

At  the  epoch  of  my  narrative,  the  chateau  did  not  appear  to  be  in 
the  best  of  repair.  Time  had  flown  and  times  had  changed  since 
the  feudal  lord,  Monseigneur  de  Vercheres,  proud  and  haughty  in  his 
impregnable  stronghold,  disputed  with  the  lords  of  Burgundy  the 
precedence  of  power  and  honor. 

Strong  and  indomitable  these  de  Vercheres  had  been.  The  roar 
of  their  cannons  had  filled  the  summit  of  the  Jura  mountains,  and 
had  echoed  and  re-echoed  in  the  long  and  narrow  valleys  below. 
Serfs  had  stood  in  cringing  attitudes,  hat  |in  hand,  brow  inclined 
towards  the  ground  and  eyes  dazzled  by  the  august  majesty  of  their 
master.  The  lord,  with  head  erect  and  protruding  chest,  had  passed 
along  those  lines  of  human  slavery  and  gazed  into  vacancy,  ignor- 
ing entirely  the  abject  slaves  around.  But  the  end  of  the  eighteenth 
century  arrived,  and  1789  sounded  the  tocsin.  The  people  rushed 
out  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  this  great  moan  of  distress.  A 
whirlwind  of  startling  new  ideas  filled  the  vastness,  and  arms  seemed 
to  rise  together  to  strike  a blow  at  the  power  which  originated  the 
storm.  Destructive  bombs  whizzed  through  the  air  and  struck  right 
and  left,  bringing  down  spires  of  churches  and  battlements  and  tur- 
rets of  manor-houses. 

One  of  these  bombs  came  down  heavily  on  the  Castle  de  Ver- 
cheres. The  entire  building  was  shaken  and  ruins  appeared  where 
order  and  symmetry  had  hitherto  reigned.  The  serfs  gazed  on  the 
wreck,  smiled  with  scorn,  shrugged  their  shoulders,  French  fashion, 
and  coolly  departed  from  the  soil  on  which  they  and  their  ancestors 
had  been  fettered. 

At  the  time  of  the  birth  of  little  Marguerite,  the  Chateau  de 
Vercheres  had  lost  all  its  imposing  outlook,  and  the  Seigneur,  the 
Count  de  Vercheres,  all  the  bloated  impudence  which  had  character- 
ized his  forefathers. 

On  a bright  and  cold  March  morning,  a man,  wrapped  in  a heavv 
overcoat,  his  head  carefully  concealed  under  a dark  fur  cap  with 
long  earlaps  attached  to  it,  slowly  ascended  the  snow* cleared  path 
leading  to  the  Chateau.  As  he  neared  the  gate,  a beautiful  white 
and  brown  spotted  pointer  bitch  rushed  out  of  the  stable,  barking 
furiouslv. 

“ Hallo,”  said  the  stranger.  “ Have  you  forgotten  me,  Diane  ? ” 

At  the  sound  of  his  voice  the  dog  wagged  her  tail  and  then  wag- 
ged her  entire  body  with  a graceful  and  sinuous  motion,  as  if  it  had 
not  even  the  rudiment  of  a spinal  bone.  The  stranger  stooped  and 
patted  the  demonstrative  animal,  which  returned  his  caresses  by 
licking  his  hands. 
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While  the  man  and  dog  were  engaged  in  exchanging  affectionate 
greetings,  the  proprietor  of  the  manor-honse  advanced  to  receive  his 
visitor. 

“ You  and  Diane  are  on  very  friendly  terms,”  said  he,  taking  the 
extended  hand  of  the  stranger.  “ You  come  very  early  to-day, 
Monsieur  le  Cur6.” 

“ Yes,”  answered  the  Cur6.  “ Madame  de  Vercheres  was  so  weak 
when  last  I left  her  that  I could  not  wait  any  longer  without  news 
of  her  condition.  Has  she  improved  somewhat?” 

“Now,  Monsieur  le  Cur6,  she  is  weaker  and  fainter.  I do  not 
think  she  will  see  next  month  set  in.” 

“ Let  the  will  of  God  be  done,  Monsieur  le  Comte.  She  has  been 
a good  and  gentle  mother  and  wife.  God  will  receive  her  into  his 
paradise.” 

“ Yes,  she  has  been  gentle,”  said  the  lord  of  the  manor;  that  is,  if 
you  understand  submission  to  be  gentleness.” 

“Nay,  Monseigneur,  this  is  hardly  the  time  to  discuss  her  merit. 
That  sne  was  submissive  proves  one  thing,  namely,  that  she  had  a 
master  to  be  submissive  to.” 

“ Monsieur  le  Cur6,”  suggested  the  Comte,  “ it  is  too  cold  to  stay 
long  out  here — pray,  let  us  go  to  my  library,  there  no  one  will  dis- 
turb our  conversation.” 

“ Very  well,  Monseigneur,  I follow  you.” 

The  two  men  entered  the  lofty  archway  leading  to  the  inside  of 
the  castle,  turned  to  the  left  and  ascended  the  massive  stone  steps 
conducting  to  the  private  apartments  of  the  Comte.  The  lord  of  the 
manor  opened  the  door  of  the  library,  and  stepping  back  to  allow 
his  visitor  to  enter  the  room  first,  he  said,  with  a respectful  bow : 
“ Enter,  Monsieur  le  Cur6,  pray  be  seated.  This  is  the  first  time  I 
have  introduced  you  to  my  library  because  books  are  to  be  found 
here  which  might  arouse  your  apostolic  anger.  To-day,  however,  I 
have  shaken  off  all  fears  and  mean  to  stand  before  you  as  I am,  as 
my  ancestors  have  pro- created  me,  as  your  predecessor  has  unfolded 
me,  and  as  you,  yourself,  have  furthered  and  maintained  me.  For 
many  years  you  have  upbraided  me  for  assuming  too  high  a degree 
of  authority  over  my  household  and  not  having  been  entirely  faith- 
ful to  my  marriage  vows.  I admit  that  you  censured  me  in  a gentle 
and  friendly  manner  You  never  used  against  me  all  the  rower 
with  which  the  Church  has  invested  you.  You  remonstratea,  but 
did  not  damn  me.  Now  and  then  I have  felt  a strong  desire  to  de- 
bate the  subject  with  you  on  an  equal  footing,  but,  somehow,  the 
sight  of  your  gown  has  always  kept  me  silent — yes,  silent,  although 
when  listening  to  your  reproof  my  blood  rushed  hotly  through  my 
veins  and  on  to  my  brain.  To-dav,  however,  on  the  eve  of  the  death  of 
my  wife,  as  we  happen  to  broach  tnat  subject,  let  us  ventilate  it.  Will 
you  patiently  listen  to  me,  will  you  answer  my  questions  without 
flinching  ? lam  prepared  to  stand  the  blame  for  all  I may  have  doi  e. 
Will  you  do  the  same  ? ” 

“ Monseigneur,”  said  the  priest,  “ I am  listening.  If  I have  sinned 
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in  any  way,  you  will  find  in  me  no  obstinacy  or  false  pride.  I love 
truth  beyond  all  earthly  things.” 

“ Agreed,  then,”  returned  Monsieur  de  Vercheres,  “ let  us  now 
proceed.  It  is  true,  Monsieur  le  Cur6,  that  but  too  often  I have 
shown  symptoms  of  authority  and  arrogance  towards  the  members 
of  my  household.  There,  the  very  words  I now  use, ‘ my  house- 
hold,’ tell  of  undue  conceit.  I have  been  a successful  tyrant  for  two 
powerful  reasons;  first,  because  I was  born  a man,  and  second,  be- 
cause I was  born  a lord.  Does  that  surprise  you,  MLonsieur  le  Cur6  ? ” 

“ Yes,  it  does,”  replied  the  priest,  “for  a man  is  supposed  to  be 
generous,  and  a lord  is  expected  to  be  merciful.” 

“Aye,  Monsieur,  you  have  struck  a major  chord  and  have  just  * 
turned  against  yourself  the  argument  you  but  half  an  hour  ago  used 
against  me,  namely,  that  submission  tacitly  implies  the  existence  of 
a master.  The  church,  you  know,  teaches  men  that  they  must  be 
generous  and  lords  that  they  must  be  merciful.  What  do  the  words 
‘generous’  and  ‘merciful’  suggest?  Do  they  not  imply  the  exist- 
ence of  a master  and  of  a being  dependent  on  that  master’s  gener- 
osity and  mercy  ? In  the  time  of  my  boyhood  your  predecessor, 
Monsieur  le  Cur6  Gaudet,  used  often  to  tell  me : “Arnold,  remember 
that  God  commands  lords  and  masters  to  be  merciful  and  just  towards 
their  subordinates.’  By  this  admonition,  did  he  not  mean  specially 
to  impress  upon  my  mind  not  only  that  I was  bom  a lord  but  also 
that  by  the  will  of  God  I was  appointed  a ruler  over  my  inferiors? 
When  you,  Monsieur  le  Cur6,  performed  the  ceremony  of  my  mar- 
riage, what  were  the  expressions  you  used  to  bind  my  bride  and  my- 
self by  an  oath?  Did  you  not  exhort  me  to  cherish,  protect  and 
support  my  wife,  while  you  commanded  the  trembling  girl  by  my 
side  to  serve  and  obey  me.  What  a ridiculous  distinction!  She 
must  love  and  obey  me,  while  I am  requested  merely  to  cherish  and 
support  her!  With  a cold  solemnity  you  took  the  ring  I held  and 
slipped  it  on  my  bride’s  finger  in  order  to  seal  her  promise  to  be  sub- 
servient to  her  husband.  The  ring  was  allegorical  of  the  chain  which 
you  were  throwing  around  her  body  and  soul.  Ah!  Monsieur  le 
Cur6,  does  not  that  two-sided  code  of  matrimonial  ethics  declare  that 
one  of  the  contracting  parties  is  created  by  God  to  rule,  while  the 
other  is  created  to  serve — in  other  words,  a master  and  a slave?  Can 
you  deny  this,  or  can  you  give  the  matter  a different  signification?” 

“No,”  answered  the  Cure,  “I  do  not  deny.  I even  acknowledge 
the  force  of  your  indictment.  But  although  a husband  is,  as  St. 
Paul  expresses  it,  the  head  and  master  of  the  wife,  it  does  not  follow 
that  he  is  justified  in  being  cruel  in  his  treatment  of  her.  The  man 
is  to  the  woman  what  Christ  is  to  the  church,  and  our  Saviour  died 
on  the  cross  to  redeem  the  sins  of  men  and  consequently  of  the 
church.” 

“I  admit  this,  Monsieur  le  Cur6,  but  Jesus  was  a God,  was  he  not? 
Man  is  not  a God,  is  he?” 

“Monsieur,  man  may  be  saved  from  eternal  punishment  only  by 
imitating  the  life  of  our  Redeemer.” 
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“You  are  fencing,  Monsieur  le  Cur6.  Please  give  my  question  a 
direct  answer.” 

“Most  assuredly,  Monsieur  le  Comte,  Jesus  was  the  eternal  God, 
the  creator  of  all  things,  while  man  is  but  a mortal  creature.” 

“Well,  then,”  resumed  Monsieur  de  Vercheres,  “your  theory  is 
exploded  and  your  position  untenable.  No  human  master  can  love 
a slave,  and  no  human  slave  can  love  a master.  To  perform  such  an 
unnatural  act,  one  must  be  a God.  If  it  be  true  that  Christ  died  on 
the  cross  to  save  his  servant,  man,  nothing  moie  forcible  can  be  ad- 
duced to  prove  His  supernatural  character.” 

“ God  commands  us  explicitly  to  love  our  fellow  men,”  replied  the 
* priest.  “We  must  obey  his  commands  or  be  damned  forever.” 

“We  must,  you  say!”  excitedly  retorted  Monsieur  de  Vercheres. 
“ Ah,  Monsieur  le  Cur4,  is  a priest  foredoomed  to  have  no  conception 
of  rational  principles  ? If  a man  must  do  unnatural  things,  then  he 
must  become  supernatural.  If  he  cannot  become  such,  then  God 
never  commanded  him  to  love  his  slaves  and  servants.  We  can  love 
only  equals.” 

“Stop,  Monsieur  le  Comte,  do  not  blaspheme.  We  have  the  holy 
Scriptures  to  warrant  us  that  God  gave  such  commands.” 

“ It  is  you  who  are  blaspheming,  Monsieur  le  Cur6,  when  you  at- 
tribute to  God  dictations  so  paradoxical.  Either  God  did  not  enjoin 
man  to  love  his  depending  servant,  or  he  did  not  understand  the 
quality  of  love.  If  he  ignores  the  true  character  of  love  he  is  no 
God.” 

“ Ah,  Monsieur^”  said  the  priest,  crossing  himself  and  rising  from 
his  seat,  “ it  is  painful  to  me  to  listen  to  your  aberrations.  Have  you 
descended  so  low  that  you  deny  even  God?” 

“ I do  not  deny  Him,”  answered  the  Comte,  “ I merely  deny  the 
intentions  which  the  church  attributes  to  Him.  The  doctrines  of 
human  depravity,  of  salvation,  and  of  hell,  have  been  manufactured 
for  the  benefit  of  churches  and  priests  in  all  ages.  These  false  and 
mischievous  doctrines  have  stunted  the  growth  of  human  intellect 
and  divided  mankind  into  two  factions,  namely,  the  powerful  and 
the  weak,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  master  and  the  slave.  They 
have  made  of  man  a fool,  and  of  God  a mockery.  If  there  is  a Goa, 
He  created  all  men  alike  in  rights  and  responsibilities.  He  never 
doomed  one  sex  to  be  the  chattel  slave  of  the  other  sex.  If  there  is  a 
God,  He  knows  that  love  is  the  all-pervading  principle  of  the  uni- 
verse, and  He  would  create  nothing  but  what  is  lovely  and  loveable. 
How  could  He  produce  the  unlovable  slave  and  the  unloving  master?” 
“Monsieur  de  Vercheres,”  said  the  priest,  “your  philosophy  is 
human,  not  divine.” 

“Is  it  not  divine,  Monsieur  le  Cur6?  Well,  then,  it  contains  in 
itself  all  the  divine  features  that  man’s  philosophy  requires.  Super- 
natural philosophy  is  the  property  of  anointed  priests  and  is  in- 
scribed in  breviaries.  But  man  needs  human  thoughts,  human 
hopes,  and  human  ethics.  Had  I in  my  youth  been  able  to  grasp 
the  ideas  I have  just  laid  before  you,  I would  never  have  been  arro- 
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Snt  to  my  servants,  for  I would  have  had  none.  Neither  would  I 
,ve  been  despotic  and  unkind  to  my  wife,  for  I would  never  have 
married  a woman  brought  up  in  the  church  and  inbued  with  the  doc- 
trine of  sexual  inferiority  and.  dependency.  I married  my  wife  at  a 
time  when  religious  teachings  were  my  guide  and  I imagined  that  I 
could  love  her.  Subsequently  I discovered  that  I liked  her  simply 
as  I would  any  other  woman,  and  that  her  submissive  attitude  awoke 
in  my  soul  nothing  but  repulsion.  In  a day  of  supreme  happiness, 
I met  a woman  whose  eyes  did  not  cower  in  my  presence  ana  whose 
voice  did  not  falter  in  fear.  I was  born  a lord,  she  a plebeian ; but 
before  me  she  stood  like  my  equal;  a woman  whom  the  teachings  of 
the  church  had  been  unable  to  corrupt;  a woman  as  natural  as  that 

Serfection  is  attainable  under  our  present  social  and  religious 
espotism.  You  may  hurl  your  anathemas  at  me,  Monsieur  le  Cur6, 
ana  damn  me,  if  you  please.  My  soul  soars  above  all  your  clerical 
thunderbolts,  for  love  is  the  only  redeemer.  Love  is  God.  Hence 
God  is  love!’’ 

“Monsieur  le  Comte,”  said  the  Cur6  in  a tremulous  voice,  “so  long 
as  you  worship  love,  God  is  with  you  and  will  bless  you.  Do  not 
condemn  the  church,  she  has  fulfilled  her  mission  well.  In  the  past, 
mankind  proved  itself  unfit  to  abide  by  the  rule  of  love.  The  intel- 
lectuality of  man  was  so  circumscribed  that  his  animal  instincts  were 
overpowering  him.  Animalism  is  the  parent  of  brutalism  and  vio 
lence.  For  that  reason,  something  that  appealed  to  man’s  fear  was 
required  to  keep  him  under  restraint.  But  as  soon  as  intellectuality 
becomes  the  principal  factor  in  man,  servility  and  violence  vanish 
to  make  room  for  self-reliance,  liberty  and  love — love,  the  crowning 
perfection  of  organism!  Were  all  our  villagers  impressed  with  the 
true  ideal  of  liberty,  as  you  seem  to  be,  I would  at  once  ascend  iny 
pulpit  to  bid  them  farewell  as  a priest,  descend  and  sit  down  on  the 
Denches  with  them  and  sing  Hosannah  to  the  dawning  of  the  era  of 
truth.  Free  men  need  no  restraint.  Reason  and  love  are  the  bea- 
cons lighting  their  path  and  guiding  their  steps.  But,  Monsieur  le 
Comte,  our  people  are  blinded  py  ignorance  and  no  amount  of  rea- 
soning can  open  their  eyes.  Time  alone  can  bring  opportunity. 
Until  then,  religious  teachings,  and  even  superstition,  are  necessary 
to  bridle  their  brutal  instincts.  But,  Monseigneur,  I must  bid  you 
good-bye  and  hasten  to  the  bedside  of  Madame  la  Comtesse  and  give 
her  the  consolation  for  which  her  soul  is  yearning.” 

“ Au  revolt,  Monsieur  V Abb6,”  said  the  Comte,  “our  next  meeting 
will,  I hope,  be  more  harmonious  than  that  of  to-day.” 

“I  do  not  hope,  Monsieur,  I know  that  it  will  be  so,”  replied  the 
priest,  bowing  respectfully. 

( To  be  continued.) 


It  requires  sixty-four  processes  to  make  a knife,  hence,  strictly 
speaking  there  are  no  knife  makers,  as  each  one  learns  only  a sixty- 
fourth  part  of  the  trade.  Fortunately  for  them  they  can  learn  that 
much. 
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GOVERNMENT  OWNERSHIP  OF  RAILROADS. 


BY  JAMES  L.  EDWARDS. 


I read  with  no  little  satisfaction  Mr.  Cyrus  Field  Willard’s  “re- 
joinder” to  my  brief  article  in  the  March  Magazine  captioned, 
“ Shall  the  People  Own  the  Railroads,”  called  forth,  if  not  called  for, 
by  Mr.  Willard’s  two  articles,  appearing  in  the  January  and  Febru- 
ary issues  of  the  Magazine. 

I am  not  aware  of  a discourteous  expression  on  my  part  in  the 
treatment  of  Mr.  Willard’s  paper,  but  it  appears  that  Mr.  Willard 
discovered  in  what  I said,  or  omitted,  something  to  disturb  his 
equanimity,  as,  for  instance : “ I think  Mr.  Edwards’  paper  is  about 
as  shameless  an  exhibition  of  either  ignorance  of  the  matter  to  be 
criticised,  or  perversion  of  the  facts,  as  one  could  expect  to  see  from 
that  side  of  the  case,  and  that  is  saying  much.” 

Again  says  Mr.  Willard : “Either  Mr.  James  L.  Edwards,  who 
has  an  article  in  the  March  number,  is  incapable  of  understanding 
the  English  language  or  he  has  not  read  the  articles  he  presumes  to 
criticise.  * * * It  is  a very  easy  matter  to  introduce  a barrelful 
of  figures  into  an  article,  especially  as  was  done  in  Mr.  Edwards’  ar- 
ticle 1 Shall  the  People  Own  the  Railroads?’ — which  figures  prove 
nothing.  ” 

Leaving  out  of  the  discussion  my  ability  to  understand  English 
“ as  she  is  writ,”  I may  boast  of  having  read  Mr.  Willard’s  papers, 
and  felicitate  myself  upon  the  patience  and  fortitude  displayed  in 
the  performance  of  the  Herculean  task,  and,  while  I did  not  fail  to 
detect  a few  sentences  voicing  anarchistic  vagaries,  I concluded  they 
were  not  dangerous,  and  deemed  it  well  enough  to  let  them  maintain 
their  obscurity  and  sweet  repose,  but,  since  Mr.  Willard  invites  a 
change  of  tactics  I concede  the  point  and  offer  for  himself  and  the 
readers  of  the  Magazine  a few  “ dots  and  dashes  ” in  the  line  of  re- 
quirements. 

In  my  article  appearing  in  the  March  number  of  the  Magazine  I 
did  use  some  figures,  supplied  by  the  Inter-state  Commerce  Commis- 
sion, and  basing  an  argument  upon  them  I introduced  a few  figures 
of  my  own  just  to  clinch  the  argument.  Not  having  the  honor  of 
being  a member  of  the  American  Statistical  Association  I did  not 
suppose  the  figures  I used  amounted  to  a barrelful,  but  I did  suspect 
they  weighed  fully  a ton,  or  so  much,  at  least,  as  would  pretty  ef- 
fectually flatten  out  to  remarkable  thinness  Mr.  Willard’s  proposi- 
tions, and  his  “rejoinder”  in  the  May  Magazine  satisfies  me  that  I 
was  not  mistaken. 

In  Mr.  Willard’s  May  article  he  says : “ He  (Edwards)  says  that 
the  only  way  that  the  people  could  own  the  railroads  would  be  to 
confiscate  them — order  out  the  army  and  take  possession  of  them,” 
and  this  Mr.  Willard  pronounces  “sheer  rot  and  nonsense.”  In 
this  connection  it  is  only  fair  to  the  readers  of  the  Magazine  that 
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I should  here  reproduce  the  entire  paragraph  which  embodies  that 
“sheer  rot  and  nonsense”  Mr.  Willard  discovered.  I said: 

The  interstate  commerce  commission  state  that  for  the  year  ending  Jane  SO, 
1891,  the  gross  earnings  of  aU  the  railroads  amounted  to  $1,096,761,895,  and 
that  the  operating  expenses  were  $731,887,893,  showing  a difference  of  $364,- 
879,502.  Suppose  the  government,  that  is,  the  people,  should  say  to  the  own- 
ers of  the  roads : “We  will  take  the  roads  and  pay  you,  annually,  the  surplus 
earnings,  in  which  case  it  will  require  about  thirty  years  to  liquidate  the 
debt.”  In  reply,  the  railroad  owners  might  say,  “ All  right,  but  in  the  mean- 
time you  must  pay  us  interest  on  $10,646,192,000  at  4 per  cent.  Here  would 
come  into  prominence  the  fact  that  the  interest  on  the  debt  would  exceed  the 
earnings,  $60,968,178;  as  a result  the  people,  that  is,  the  government,  instead 
of  pacing  off  the  debt,  would  be  going  into  debt  annually,  to  the  amount  of 
$60,968,178.  As  a result , the  only  way  the  people  could  own  the  railroads  would 
be  to  confiscate  them;  order  out  the  army  and  take  possession  of  them . In  that 
case  the  people  would  violate  the  constitution,  the  repubUc  would  disappear 
and  an  odious  autocracy  would  take  its  place. 

It  is  now  in  order  to  introduce  for  the  delectation  of  the  readers 
of  the  Magazine  a paragraph  or  two  showing  Mr.  Willard’s  idea  of 
gaining  possession  of  the  railroads.  Mr.  Willard,  though  “ a mem- 
ber of  the  American  Statistical  Association,”  has  no  use  for  figures, 
not  so  much  as  a thimbleful,  to  say  nothing  of  a “barrelful”  of  the 
article.  He  just  lays  down  nis  policy,  and,  I assume,  never  so  much 
as  dreamed  that  it  is  tinctured  with  “ rot  and  nonsense.”  In  his 
February  article,  page  127,  he  says: 

When  we  think  of  the  millions  of  dollars  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  been  compelled  to  pay  in  passenger  and  freight  so  that  the  rail- 
roads could  “ earn  ” a dividend  on  fictitious  or  “ watered  stock,”  is  it  not 
enough  to  make  a few  Anarchists , even  of  old  New  England  stock  like  the  writer ? 
The  men  of  1776  picked  up  their  muskets  and  fought  against  taxation  without 
representation.  Here,  not  only  do  we  have  taxation  without  representation, 
but  have  robbery  barefaced  and  impudent  on  the  people,  victims  bound  hand 
and  foot  by  legal  enactments  passed  by  the  tools  and  agents  of  the  corpora- 
tions in  the  several  law-enacting  bodies  of  the  states  and  nation. 

This  brings  me  to  the  question , when  the  people  do  take  the  railroads , and  it  is 
only  a matter  of  time,  whether  it  would  not  be  simple  justice  to  take  them  away 
from  their  present  holders  without  compensation  in  the  same  manner  as  one  takes 
his  property  away  from  a thief  when  he  finds  it  in  the  thief  s possession . “ The 
innocent  third  party”  does  not  cut  any  figure  if  I find  him  in  possession  of 
my.  watch.  The  raUroads  have  had  their  actual  value  paid  for  over  and  over 
again  by  the  people,  in  the  shape  of  dividends.  The  question  wiU  arise  sooner 
or  later,  “ How  many  times  over  do  the  present  owners  of  the  railroads  want 
to  be  paid  for  the  railroads  before  they  will  let  go  ?” 

Her©  we  have  Mr.  Willard’s  plan.  I have  italicised  the  beauty 
spots  of  the  plan.  It  is  confiscation  out  and  out,  and  Mr.  Willard 
is  clearlv  of  the  opinion  that  the  policy  pursued  by  the  railroads 
suffices  “to  make  a few  Anarchists,  even  of  old  New  England  stock, 
like  himself.” 

Mr.  Willard  may  have  a generous  contempt  for  “rot,”  but  is  mani- 
festly in  favor  of  riot.  He  would  take  the  railroads,  if  he  could,  as 

“The  devil  clapped  his  paw 

On  the  little  taUor 

With  the  broad-cloth  under  his  arm.” 

I assume  that  Mr.  Willard  is  an  Anarchist  made  out  of  “old  New 
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England  stock,”  an  educated,  thoughtful  Anarchist,  grim  as  a Yan- 
kee stone  wall — and  though  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  “the  people 
will  probably  have  to  pay”  for  the  railroads,  the  idea  is  repulsive  to 
Mr.  Willard1  rs  views  of  righteousness. 

I could,  with  propriety  permit  Mr.  Willard  to  escape  further  crit- 
icism, ana  allow  him  to  stand  where  I have  placed  him,  with  both 
feet  in  his  mouth;  simply  inviting  him,  as  he  is  a member  of  the 
American  Statistical  Association,  to  devote  more  attention  to  figures, 
to  arithmetic,  and  less  to  anarchy  and  the  diabolical  schemes  of  An- 
archists whicn  seem  to  be  running  riot  in  good  old  New  England 
and  playing  the  very  devil  with  the  “old  New  England  stock.” 

It  is  well  understood  that  New  England  breeds  isms  for  sale,  just 
as  old  Virginia  used  to  breed  “niggers”  for  the  block.  It  has  its  Ed- 
ward Atkinson  tirelessly  engaged  to  reduce  the  cost  of  a working- 
man’s daily  rations,  which  he  has,  I believe,  cut  down  to  5 cents  for 
three  square  meals,  a process  which  may  eventually  bring  forth  a 
large  brood  of  Anarchists  in  a land  once  famous  for  law  and  order, 
but  which,  of  late  years,  is  going  rapidly  back  to  a primitive  wild- 
erness. 

It  is  refreshing  to  hear  Mr.  Willard  assert  that  he  is  “opposed  to 
paternalism  in  government,”  and  yet  refer  with-approval  to  certain 
paternalistic  lands  where  governments  own  railroaas  and  virtually 
own  the  men  who  operate  them. 


MR.  STUART’S  SINGLE  TAX  FALLACIES. 


BY  JAMES  MIDDLETON. 

Nos.  8 AND  9. 

Before  taking  up  the  consideration  of  socialism,  which  Mr.  Stuart 
ofiers  in  place  of  the  single  tax  plan,  I wish  to  call  attention  to  a 
few  of  the  most  glaring  errors  in  nis  eighth  and  ninth  articles. 

I do  it  partly  on  his  account  as  well  as  on  account  of  the  reader 
who  has  not  access  to  the  old  economists ; for  it  is  a pity  so  earnest 
a reformer  should  be  so  careless  in  his  mental  work.  It  behooves 
one  who  aims  to  instruct  to  take  the  greatest  pains  to  be  exact  and 
fair.  Take,  for  instance,  his  attempt  to  establish  his  definition  oi 
capital  from  the  “ old  economists.” 

He  says:  “Mr.  Middleton  says  Adam  Smith  defines  capital  as 
4 that  part  of  a man’s  stock  from  which  he  expects  to  derive  income.’ 
Add,  without  personal  effort — which  Adam  Smith  assumed — and 
you  nave  the  same  definition.” 

Unfortunately  for  Mr.  Stuart,  Adam  Smith  did  not  add  the  words, 
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but  he  enumerated  various  forms  of  fixed  capital  in  such  a way  as 
to  preclude  such  an  assumption.  He  says: 

It  consists  chiefly  of  the  four  following  articles : 

First.  Of  all  nsef ol  machines  and  instruments  of  trade  which  facilitate  and 
abridge  labor. 

Secondly.  Of  all  those  profitable  buildings  which  are  the  means  of  procur- 
ing a revenue,  not  only  to  their  proprietor  who  lets  them  for  rent,  but  to  the 
person  who  possesses  them  and  pays  that  rent  for  them;  such  as  shops,  ware- 
houses, workhouses,  farm  houses,  with  all  their  necessary  buildings,  stables, 
graneries,  &c. 

Thirdly.  Of  the  improvements  of  land.  * * ♦ 

Fourthly.  Of  the  acquired  and  useful  abilities  of  all  the  inhabitants  or  mem- 
bers of  the  society.  The  acquisition  of  such  talent  by  the  maintenance  of  the 
acquirer  during  his  education,  study  or  apprenticeship, always  costs  a real  ex- 
pense, which  is  a capital  fixed  and  realized,  as  it  were,  in  his  person  — Wealth 
of  Nations,  Book  II,  Chapter  I. 

How  can  “ acquired  and  useful  abilities  ” be  classed  as  “ that  part 
of  wealth  used  for  the  production  of  an  income  without  personal 
exertion,”  or  as  “ accumulated  unpaid  labor  ? ” 

Another  remarkable  assertion  is  that  “ agriculture  is  no  longer  the 
principal  industry.”  Over  forty  per  cent,  of  all  the  workers  m this 
country  are  engaged  in  agriculture. 

In  regard  to  values  of  roadbeds  of  railroads,  he  thinks  I was  not 
criticising  him.  He  compared  the  value  of  the  road  bed  with  broken 
strips  of  land  adjoining  belonging  to  many  individuals.  I tried  to 
make  clear  that  the  value  of  the  road  bed  consisted  in  its  being  a 
continuous  long  strip  between  commercial  points,  and  that  this  con- 
tinuity, or  right  of  way,  given  by  the  general  government  consti- 
tuted the  franchise.  I tried  to  show  that  it  was  absurd  to  claim  that 
a detached  piece  of  land  adjoining  and  parallel  would  have  the 
same  value  as  a corresponding  part  in  the  continuous  road  bed. 

Again  he  says : 

Mr.  Middleton  makes  the  singular  statement  that  “ it  is  true  as  Mr.  Stuart 
and  Mr.  George  have  both  shown,  present  monopoly  rent  would  be  largely  di- 
minished.” This  statement  so  far  as  Mr.  George  is  concerned  is  not  true. 
There  is  not  a line  in  “Progress  and  Poverty”  that  would  indicate  the  faintest 
conception  on  his  part  of  the  difference  between  monopoly  and  natural  rent. 
He  ignorantly  assumed  that  present  rent  was  economic  rent.  His  failure  to 
see  the  difference  reduces  his  theory  to  an  absurdity  and  “ Progress  and  Pov- 
erty ” to  a mere  pot  pouri  of  poetry  and  platitudes. 

In  answer  to  this  I will  quote  from  “Progress  and  Poverty”  and 
leave  it  to  the  reader  to  determine  whether  it  is  Mr.  Stuart  or  my- 
self who  tells  what  “ is  not  true.” 

We  have  hitherto  assumed,  as  is  generally  assumed  in  elucidations  of  the 
theory  of  rent,  that  the  actual  margin  of  cultivation  always  coincides  with 
what  may  be  termed  the  necessary  margin  of  cultivation — that  is  to  say  we 
have  assumed  that  cultivation  extends  to  less  productive  points  only  as  it  be- 
comes necessary  from  the  fact  that  natural  opportunities  are  at  the  more  pro- 
ductive points  fully  utilized.  This  probably  is  the  case  in  stationary  or  very 
slowly  progressing  communities,  but  in  rapidly  progressing  communities,  where 
the  swift  and  steady  increase  of  rent  gives  confidence  to  calculations  of  fur- 
ther increase  it  is  not  the  case.  Book  IV.,  Chap.  IV. 

In  the  preceeding  chapter  I have  shown  that  the  speculative  advance  in  land 
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values  tends  to  press  the  margin  of  cultivation  or  production  beyond  its  nor- 
mal limit.  * * * * Within  a few  miles  of  San  Francisco  is  unused  land 
enough  to  give  employment  to  every  man  who  wants  it.  I do  not  mean  to  say 
that  every  unemployed  man  could  turn  farmer  or  build  himself  a house  if  he 
had  the  land ; but  that  enough  could  and  would  do  so  to  give  employment  to 
the  rest.  What  is  it,  then,  that  prevents  labor  from  employing  itself  on  this 
land  ? Simply  that  it  has  been  monopolized  and  is  held  at  speculative  prices 
based  not  upon  present  value  but  upon  the  added  value  that  will  come  with  the 
future  growth  of  population.  * * * * The  normal  rent  line  and  the  specu- 
lative rent  line  are  being  brought  together:  (1.)  By  the  fall  in  speculative 

land  values  which  is  very  evident  in  the  reduction  of  rents  and  shrinkage  of 
real  estate  values  in  the  principal  cities.  Book  V.,  Chap.  I.  on  panics. 

I think  I can  well  afford  to  rest  the  question  of  veracity  here. 

He  claims  “ all  rent  ” to  be  exploitation  of  labor  yet  bitterly  op- 
poses a tax  which  he  claims  would  diminish  that  rent  “90  per  cent.” 
and  raise  the  margin  of  cultivation;  upon  which  George  has  shown 
wages  largely  depend. 

Mr.  Stuart  brings  in  another  charge  against  the  single  tax,  which 
I looked  for  before,  but  which  comes  with  doubtful  propriety  from  a 
socialist;  the  charge  of  “the  contemptible  scheme  of  robbery  and 
confiscation  proposed  by  Henry  George.”  Greater  economists  than 
he  have  raised  this  objection,  men  like  Ricardo,  Mill  and  Walker, 
yet  it  seems  to  me  it  has  been  fully  met  by  Mr.  George  in  “ Progress 
and  Poverty.” 

In  taxing  only  the  annualr  ental  value  of  the  land  and  exempting 
all  improvements  and  movable  products  of  labor,  all  who  own  such 
improvements  and  movable  products  would  be  directly  compen- 
sated by  that  exemption.  For  the  man  who  is  holding  unused  and 
valuable  land  vacant,  playing  “ dog  in  the  manger,”  I,  for  one,  have 
no  care  when  I think  of  the  terrible  amount  of  poverty  2 crime  and 
suffering  that  comes  from  our  present  system  of  taxation,  which 
favors  him  at  the  expense  of  the  industrious.  Uniust  taxation,  far 
voring  monopoly  and  speculation,  is  robbery  ana  must  be  swept 
away. 

Tne  tax  on  ground  rents  did  not  stagger  Adam  Smith,  who  said 
“ ground  rents  and  the  ordinary  rent  of  land  are,  therefore,  perhaps, 
the  species  of  revenue  which  can  best  bear  to  have  a special  tax 
imposed  upon  them.”  Turgot,  the  greatest  of  French  statesmen, 
was  not  staggered  by  it.  Thomas  Chalmers,  one  of  the  world’s  great- 
est preachers  of  righteousness  and  one  of  the  greatest  workers  for 
better  social  conditions,  was  not  overcome  by  the  objection.  A host 
of  able  men,  noted  for  their  love  of  right,  have  considered  the  tax 
just.  The  Roman  Catholic  church,  upon  careful  consideration  of 
l)r.  McGlynn’s  statement  of  the  single  tax,  a statement  as  bold  and 
unflinching  as  the  most  ardent  devotee  could  wish,  has  formally 
taken  back  its  objection  and  removed  the  ban  of  excommunication 
from  the  great  pnest  of  the  “ new  crusade.” 

In  view  of  all  these  considerations,  how  paltry  and  absurd,  for  a 
socialist  who  proposes  to  take  possession  not  only  of  rent  but  of  all 
land  and  capital  at  a price  fixed  not  by  the  seller  but  by  the  buyer, 
under  penalty  of  crusning  out  the  capitalist  by  the  direct  competi- 
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tion  of  the  state,  how  paltry  and  absurd,  I say,  for  a socialist  to 
object  to  a tax  on  the  annual  rental  value  of  land  in  place  of  the 
various  forms  of  unjust  taxation  which  now  exist. 

Space  forbids  continuing  these  criticisms  at  present,  as  I wish  to 
consider  socialism,  as  embodied  in  the  statement  of  Mr.  Stuart. 

The  people, i collectively,  and  not  merely  the  smaU  capitalist  class,  must 
control  all  the  means  and  instruments  for  the  production  and  distribution  of 
wealth. 

Fortunately  in  considering  socialism,  we  have,  in  addition  to  the 
writings  of  socialists,  many  historical  illustrations  to  shed  light  upon 
the  results  that  will  probably  ensue  if  “the  nation  itself  shall  control 
all  the  means  of  production  and  distribution  of  wealth  in  the  interests 
of  all  the  people.” 

The  history  of  ancient  Peru  affords  a most  striking  example  of 
what  may  be  termed  complete  imperial  state  socialism.  All  produc- 
tion and  distribution  of  wealth  was  completely  controlled  by  the 
state.  It  is  true  that  there  was  neither  poverty  nor  idleness,  anv 
more  than  there  is  in  a well  regulated  reform  school,  some  governed^ 
some  tended  to  religious  affairs,  some  taught  and  the  many  did  the 
manual  labor.  “Prescotts’  Conquest  of  Peru,”  Vol.  I.  page  170, 
edition  1880,  says : 

Under  this  extraordinary  polity,  a people  advanced  in  many  of  the  social  re- 
finements, well  skilled  in  manufactures  and  agriculture,  were  unacquainted,  as 
we  have  seen,  with  money.  They  had  nothing  that  deserved  to  be  called  prop- 
erty. They  could  follow  no  craft,  could  engage  in  no  labor,  no  amusement, 
but  such  as  was  specially  provided  by  law.  They  could  not  change  their  resi- 
dence or  their  dress  without  a license  from  the  government.  They  could  not 
even  exercise  the  freedom  which  is  conceded  to  the  most  abject  in  other  coun- 
tries, that  of  selecting  their  own  wives.  The  imperative  spirit  of  despotism 
would  not  aUow  them  to  be  happy  or  miserable  in  any  way  but  that  established 
by  law.  The  power  of  free  agency — the  inestimable  and  inborn  right  of  every 
human  being — was  annihilated  in  Peru. 

* Page  176. 

The  facility  with  which  they  yeilded  to  the  Spanish  invader,  after  every  al- 
lowance for  the  comparative  inferiority,  argues  a deplorable  destitution  of  that 
patriotic  feeling  which  holds  life  as  little  in  comparison  with  freedom. 

Of  course  our  socialistic  friends  will  say  that  it  is  not  imperial  so- 
cialism they  want  but  democratic  socialism  where  the  majority  shall 
rule.  But  majorities  may  be  more  tyrannical  than  Inca,  Pope,  or 
Kaiser.  Majorities  are  usually  controlled  by  the  few. 

A striking  practical  illustration  may  be  found  in  Twentieth  Century 
for  April  6th  1893,  regarding  Mr  Owen’s  Socialist  colony  i^  Mexico. 
E.  J.  Schellhous,  endorsed  by  A.  Butterfield,  writing  from  Villa  de 
Memoriasays: 

Mr.  Owen  had  instructed  his  agent  here,  Mr.  Wilber,  to  withold  all  supplies 
from  those  who  did  not  work  for  Credit  Foncier  Company  credits  (although 
all  the  old  colonists  here  have  from  one  to  three  thousand  dollars  in  these  cred- 
its) and  turn  the  products  of  their  labor  into  that  company.  Mr.  Wilber,  by 
instruction  from  Owen,  taking  advantage  of  authority  claimed  under  the  colo- 
nization concessions,  seized  all  supplies  in  the  name  of  the  Credit  Foncier  Com- 
pany and  distributed  them  to  “ good  colonists  only,”  leaving  Mr.  WUber  to  be 
judge  * * * and  aU  “ bad  colonists  ” were  denied  sugar,  lard  and  other 
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supplies  by  order  of  Mr.  Wilber,  even  when  cash  was  offered  in  payment  The 
word  was  “ starve  them  out.” 

And  this  is  a socialist  colony  started  in  hopes  that  civilized  people 
would  follow  the  example. 

We  find  but  little  hope  in  the  way  of  individual  freedom,  even 
when  we  turn  from  practice  to  theory,  as  exemplified  in  socialistic 
writings.  I quote  as  follows  from  Ely’s  French  and  German  Social- 
ism : 

No  private  individual  is  allowed  to  trade  with  foreign  countries,  and  all  mer- 
chandise used  in  such  trade  is  confiscated  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 
All  intercourse  with  outside  countries  is  carefully  watched  to  prevent  the  im- 
portation of  erroneous  ideas  and  disastrous  oustoms.  Even  within  the  coun- 
try only  such  publications  are  allowed  as  teach  the  unqualified  blessings  of 
equality. — Page  37  Baboeuf's  Scheme . 

Speaking  of  Cabet’s  scheme,  p.  52 : 

Science  and  literature  were  held  in  high  esteem  and  encouraged  though  pub- 
lication was  not  free.  Any  one  might  write  books,  but  only  those  could  be 
printed  whose  publication  had  been  authorized  by  law. 

But  that  I may  not  be  ancient,  I take  the  following  from  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth,  by  Lawrence  Gronl&nd,  the  greatest  ex- 
ponent of  socialism  in  this  country  : 

Next  in  the  nature  of  things  family  supremacy  wUl  be  absolutely  incompati- 
ble with  an  interdependent,  a solldaric  commonwealth,  for  in  such  a state  the 
first  object  of  education  must  be  to  establish  in  the  minds  of  the  children  an 
indissoluble  association  between  their  individual  happiness  and  the  good  of 
all.  To  that  end  famUy  exclusiveness  must  be  broken  down  first  of  all. 

I quote  also  from  the  most  popular  exposition  of  socialism,  Bel- 
lamy’s “Looking  Backward,”  p.  62: 

“The  moment  the  nation  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  capital,  those  diffi- 
culties vanished,”  replied  Dr.  Leete.  “The  national  organization  of  labor 
under  one  direction  was  the  complete  solution  of  what  was,  in  your  day  and 
under  your  system,  justly  regarded  as  the  insoluble  labor  problem.  When  the 
nation  became  the  sole  employer,  all  the  citizens,  by  virtue  of  their  citizenship, 
became  employees,  to  be  distributed  according  to  the  needs  of  industry.” 

“ That  is,”  I suggested,  “ you  have  simply  applied  the  principle  of  universal 
military  service,  as  it  was  understood  in  our  day,  to  the  labor  question.” 

“Yes,”  said  Dr.  Leete,  “ that  was  something  which  followed,  as  a matter  of 
course,  as  soon  as  the  nation  became  the  sole  capitalist.” 

Page  63: 

“ Service,  now,  I suppose,  is  compulsory  upon  all,”  I suggested. 

“ It  is  rather  a matter  of  course  than  of  compulsion,”  replied  Dr.  Leete. 
“It  is  regarded  as  so  absolutely  natural  and  reasonable  that  the  idea  of  its 
being  compulsory  has  eeased  to  be  thought  of.  He  would  be  thought  to  be  an 
Incredibly  contemptible  person  who  should  need  compulsion  in  such  a case. 
Nevertheless,  to  speak  of  service  being  compulsory  would  be  a weak  way  to 
state  its  absolute  inevitableness.  Our  entire  social  order  is  so  wholly  based 
upon  and  deduced  from  it  that  if  it  were  conceivable  that  a man  could  escape 
it,  he  would  be  left  with  no  possible  way  to  provide  for  his  existence.  He 
would  have  excluded  himself  from  the  world,  cut  himself  off  from  his  kind,  in 
a word,  committed  suicide.” 

That  such  things  will  follow,  the  nationalization  of  all  production 
and  distribution,  whether  by  imperialism  or  democracy,  is  also 
shown  by  religious  history. 
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In  the  middle  ages  it  seemed  as  though  state  and  church  were  in- 
dissolubly united.  The  result  was  disastrous  to  the  state,  to  the 
church,  and  to  the  individual.  Whether  Catholicism  or  Protestant- 
ism prevailed,  the  result  was  the  same. 

In  the  reign  of  the  Protestant  queen  Elizabeth,  it  is  said  more 
Catholics  were  executed  for  their  religion  than  there  were  Protest- 
ants executed  in  the  reign  >of  the  Catholic  queen  Mary. 

French  Hugenots  are  said  to  have  made  feed  troughs  for  their 
horses  from  the  bodies  of  Catholic  priests,  while  Catholicism  is  re- 
sponsible for  untold  atrocities. 

In  the  intensely  democratic  Massachusetts  colony,  those  who 
dared  differ  from  the  will  of  the  majority  in  matters  of  religion 
were  subjected  to  persecution,  banishment,  and  even  death. 

The  separation  of  state  and  church  and  the  introduction  of  vol- 
untary co-operation  in  religious  matters  has  proved  of  untold  bene- 
fit to  religion  and  morality. 

Cannot  our  socialistic  friends,  who  want  to  have  one  organization,  . 
whether  imperial  or  democratic,  control  all  production  and  distribu- 
tion, learn  a lesson  from  religious  history  as  well  as  economic 
history  ? 

Finally,  so  long  as  human  nature  remains,  to  a large  degree,  selfish, 
the  results  that  1 have  shown  forth  will  follow  wherever  the  major- 
ity controls  all. 

To  the  extent  that  the  majority  is  selfish,  or  is  controlled  by 
selfish  leaders,  it  will  try  to  crush  out  opposition. 

To  the  extent  that  the  majority  believes  itself  right,  or  is  con- 
trolled by  leaders  who  believe  they  are  right,  they  will  endeavor  to 
control  the  minority. 

Majorities,  moreover,  are  often  wrong — minorities  are  often  right. 

Roger  Williams  was  nearer  right  than  his  puritan  persecutors,  and 
his  is  a happier  model  than  theirs  for  the  industrial  world. 

Sad,  indeed,  will  be  the  day  when  Kaiser  or  majority  shall  dictate  to 
every  workman  his  hours  of  work  and  his  recompense  therefor ; to 
the  farmer  just  what  he  shall  do;  to  the  teacher  what  he  shall 
teach ; to  the  preacher  what  he  shall  preach  ; and  to  the  editor  and 
writer  what  shall  be  published. 

Though  poverty  were  abolished,  such  a state  would  be  worse  than 
the  present.  It  would  be  “ Looking  Backward  ” with  a vengeance. 

Sad,  indeed,  would  it  be  for  humanity  if  national  control  of  all 
production  and  distribution  were  the  only  escape  from  poverty,  ig- 
norance, and  crime. 

Fortunately,  the  single  tax  platform  follows  the  same  path  in 
industrial  matters  that  our  country  has  already  followed  m relig- 
ious matters — opening  the  way  for  freedom  of  production,  and  for 
freedom  of  exchange,  and  for  freedom  of  distribution,  so  that  each 
may  receive  the  full  value  of  his  toil.  Nothing  to  be  done  by  the 
state  that  can  as  well  or  better  be  done  by  individual  effort,  or  by 
the  voluntary  co-operation  of  individuals. 

Under  its  benign  influence  true  voluntary  co-operation  will  for 
the  first  time  have  full  play. 


MECHANICAL 


COMPOUND  ENGINES. 


MANY  EXPANSIONS  ; SOME  CONSIDERATIONS. 


BY  THOMAS  PRAY,  JR. 


The  subject  of  multiple  expansions,  has  for  some  years  now,  been 
of  more  than  usual  importance  in  the  minds  of  users  of  steam  power, 
in  every  direction,  more  especially  has  it  been  of  vast  importance 
to  the  owners  of  vessels,  on  many  accounts,  but  there  has  been  and 
still  is,  quite  a leaning  towards  the  “Compound  Locomotive,”  and 
to  examine  some  of  tne  advantages  as  well  as  some  of  the  disad- 
vantages we  will  look  at  the  facts,  and  in  such  a way  as  to  apply  to 
locomotives,  in  particular,  and  to  all  multi-cylinder  engines,  as  well. 

We  have  already  in  this  series  of  articles  referred  to  the  Carnot 
cycle,  which  is  the  basis  of  all  theoretical  basis  from  which  the  com- 
putations are  made  to  show  what  are  the  gains  of  many  expansions, 
and  this  law  is  correct  in  theory,  but  never  has  been,  nor  will  it 
ever  be  realized  in  practice,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  is  not  a 
physical  possibility  to  realize  the  theoretical  heat  units  in  any  com- 
bustible, as  we  are  able  to  apply  its  heat  to  any  substance  in  actual 
use — -but  the  law  is  all  right,  only  we  are  not  able  to  get  the  theoret- 
ical heat  units  into  realized  ones  on  account  of  leakages  and  losses, 
the  nature  of  which  has  been  discussed  in  this  Magazine  in  past 
numbers. 

As  the  range  of  temperature  is  the  measure  of  efficiency  in  the 
use  of  steam,  it  follows  that  the  range  can  be  increased  if  we  increase 
the  number  of  expansions,  and  to  do  this,  it  is  the  only  known  wav 
to  use  several  cylinders,  and  do  a part  of  the  expanding  in  each 
cylinder,  allowing  the  size  of  each  to  be  so  proportioned  that  the  back 
pressure  of  the  higher  one  is  capable  of  doing  the  proper  work  in 
the  next  lower,  and  so,  by  a careful  computation  from  known 
laws  we  can  do  the  work  in  two,  or  three,  or  more  cylinders,  in  equal 
amounts,  so  as  to  work  the  machinery  to  the  best  advantage,  ana  by 
utilizing  the  heat  units  to  save  in  the  amount  of  coal  used,  for  the 
reason  that  we  expand  in  each  cylinder  some  number  of  times,  and 
in  each  case  to  a lower  temperature,  and  then,  by  condensing  at  the 
end,  add  to  the  terminal  pressure  still  another  expansion  that  car- 
ries the  range  of  the  temperature  to  the  lowest  limit,  so  far  as  we 
have  progressed  in  our  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the  heat  units,  and 
there  is  another  element  in  the  matter  to  be  carefully  considered, 
and  that  is,  that  as  we  increase  the  number  of  cylinders  we  must 
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also  increase  the  pressure,  or  we  shall  not  have  range  of  temperature 
sufficient  to  allow  us  to  expand  to  an  extent  that  will  afford  us  gain. 

As  the  temperature  of  steam  increases  with  the  pressure,  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  it  is  necessary  to  get  a high  pressure,  to  use  even  two 
cylinders,  but  in  the  case  of  three,  it  has  been  very  clearly  demon- 
strated, that  it  is  necessary  to  carry  nearly  two  hundred  pounds,  and 
this  if  expanded  to  the  limit  in  properly  proportioned  cylinders  for 
the  load,  shows  a great  gain  over  the  ordinarily  used  engine  of  two 
cylinders,  and  here  it  is  necessary  to  call  attention  to  another  fact  in 
comparison,  from  which  we  are  to  form  some  modification  of  the 
law  as  usually  applied,  and  that  is  this : The  load  of  a compound 
engine  if  not  adapted  to  its  size  and  range  of  working,  is  not  a mat- 
ter of  advantage,  but  a positive  loss  to  use  it  as  compared  with  the 
two-cylinder  engine,  and  this  is  frequently  lost  sight  of  in  actual 
use ; and  another  fact  is,  that  Mr.  George  M.  Corliss,  some  time  be- 
fore his  death,  found  that  in  his  system  of  using  cut-off  valves  and 
proportioning  the  cylinders,  that  with  125  pounds  pressure  (gauge) 
or  140  pounds  absolute,  and  by  condensing  he  could  do  an  hour’s 
work  for  an  horse  power  with  an  amount  of  coal  that  has  noi  as 
yet  been  surpassed  on  any  steamship  up  to  to-day,  with  any  number 
of  cylinders  or  any  pressure  by  actual  and  careful  test,  showing 
that  there  is  a limit  of  conditions  as  well  as  of  proportions ; but  we 
must  remember  that  the  Corliss  valve  gear  has  not,  except  in  a 
single  instance,  ever  been  adapted  to  any  steamship,  although  as  a 
matter  of  history,  there  has  been,  in  more  than  one  instance,  some 
traps  made  that  had  not  in  fact  any  relation  to  the  real  G.  H.  Corliss 
valve  gear,  except  that  the  designer  called  it  a “ modified  Corliss  ” 
gear,  and  these  rat  traps  have  been  most  signally  deficient  in  lasting 
qualities  and  utter  failures  so  far  as  any  economy  has  resulted,  but 
they  are  now  and  then  referred  to  as  Corliss  gear  on  steamships,  to 
the  amusement  of  the  few  engineers  who  are  familiar  with  the 
actual  conditions.  Then  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  record  Mr.  Corliss 
has  left  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the  engines  used  on  ships  in 
respect  to  economy,  but  his  record  stands  now,  October,  1893,  and 
proves  that  we  have  quite  an  element  of  loss  in  the  piston  or  slide 
valves  as  used  on  the  ship  usually  when  compared  with  Corliss’ 
valves  and  results. 

This  applies  with  more  force  to  the  locomotive  for  the  reason  that 
unalterable  conditions  are  affixed  to  the  machine  as  we  must  use  it 
that  forbid  the  use  of  releasing  gears  on  the  valves,  so  that  here  is 
another  obstacle  to  our  getting  the  benefit  of  the  added  cylinders  on 
a locomotive,  or  the  compounding,  as  it  is  called,  and  in  addition  to 
this  we  have  another  element  over  which  it  is  so  far  utterly  impossi- 
ble to_  attain  is  the  condensor:  We  cannot  carry  either  the  water 

or  the  air  pump  on  the  moving  machine,  so  that  in  a compound  en- 
gine we  have  obstacles  over  which  we  are  not  to  attain,  unless  some 
new  method  is  found  of  condensing  without  water,  and  two  have 
now  been  tried,  but  are  not  worth  mentioning,  from  the  simple  fact 
that  both  are  failures. 
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The  next  element  of  consideration  is  the  addition  of  pieces  or 
parts,  for  in  any  consideration,  starting  with  a machine  made  of  the 
fewest  possible  parts,  we  know  that  the  addition  of  any  piece  calls 
for  added  cost,  as  weU  as  care  and  skill,  for  no  man  is  capable  of 
doing  with  ten  pieces  the  same  work  with  -the  wear  that  accrues  to 
five  pieces,  nor  can  the  machine  maker  build  such  a machine  with 
added  pieces  for  the  cost  he  can  with  less  pieces.  The  repairs  other 
things  being  equal,  is  as  the  number  of  parts2  and  repairs  are  costly. 
These  are  the  prime  considerations  for  the  railroad  man  to  consider 
with  care,  so  far  only  as  the  making  money  by  adopting  the  new 
machine  goes. 

The  consideration  of  all  these  problems  calls  for  some  pretty  dose 
figures,  and  it  is  a somewhat  curious  fact  to-day  that  the  warmest 
advocates  of  the  compound  locomotive  are  the  patentees  in  each 
case,  and  while  the  writer  has  not  the  remotest  relation  to  any 
patent  on  earth,  unless  it  comes  into  his  hands  to  be  tested,  he  has 
noted  with  care  in  the  reports  of  tests  that  the  most  important 
actual  facts  are  in  each  case  missing,  and  some  approximations  made 
with  something  or  other,  but  in  no  case  from  positive  actual  weights, 
measures,  or  (Observation  of  amounts  and  service,  but  he  has  not 
time  or  space  to  incorporate  them  here,  leaving  it  to  the  final  adop- 
tion or  rejection  of  tne  machine  to  settle  the  question,  and  it  is 
properly  none  of  our  business  here  now. 

It  we  take  the  possible  strength  of  boiler  plate  to-day,  and  its 
limit  of  fire  service,  or  the  thickness  which  is  permissible  in  connec- 
tion with  its  economy,  then  we  cannot  get  a pressure  above  two 
hundred  pounds  absolute,  and  as  we  cannot  condense,  we  must  work 
inside  of  the  temperature  due  to  that  pressure  as  the  limit  of  high- 
est, 200  pounds  absolute,  and  stop  some  where  inside  the  atmos- 
pheric pressure,  14.7  pounds  absolute,  or  release  our  steam  at  a higher 
pressure  than  that  of  the  atmosphere,  usually  some  pounds  higner, 
as  it  calls  for  quite  an  addition  to  that  in  the  highest  speeds  for  the 
back  pressure,  and  here  is  the  whole  case,  so  far  as  the  efficiency 
goes,  we  cannot  get  outside  of  the  range  of  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  to  fifty  pounds  of  pressure,  and  the  temperature  du^  to  that 
range  of  pressure,  and  it  is  not  the  slightest  difference  what  the 
patentees  or  promoters  say  as  to  what  they  can  or  will  do,  for  it  is 
as  impossible  to  get  over  a certain  duty  out  of  a certain  number  of 
degrees  as  it  is  to  do  it  on  no  coal  at  all,  and  it  is  not  the  slightest 
matter  whose  system  of  compounding  it  is,  or  which  way  it  is  done, 
for  2X2  is  four,  and  not  a bit  more. 

Then  we  have  another  conundrum  : The  first  requirement  to-day 
is  speed.  Why  do  not  the  compounds  show  their  “gait”  in  the 
flyers  ? and  why  do  the  best  men  on  the  railroad  service  call  down 
the  compounds  from  the  flyer  trains  and  put  them  into  the  freight  ? 

If  a thing  is  so  good,  why  is  the  old  one  better  ? Give  us  a rea- 
son that  will  wash  or  own  up.  It  is  an  expensive  way  to  demon- 
strate the  great  gain  to  run  in  new  ideas  ana  then  quietly  put  the 
old  fellows  back,  yet  it  is  a fact  in  many  cases  now  only  certain  of 
the  record. 
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But  to  return  to  the  reasons  we  are  to  discuss,  and  in  which  we 
are  to  try  to  see  if  the  theoretical  gains  are  possible  of  realization, 
we  find  : 

1st.  The  steam  engine  of  to-day  has  many  inaccuracies  of  con- 
struction, and  lacks  very  much  of  attaining  tho  theoretical,  even  in 
the  percentages  that  are  possible,  and  although  we  are  supposed  to 
have  been  improving,  we  find  now,  in  1893,  that  we  are  only  utiliz- 
ing in  the  whole  about  one-seventh  of  the  possible  heat  units  at  the 
best,  and  the  lacks  of  mechanical  perfection  in  the  engines  of  to- 
day make  it  nearer  one  fourteenth,  as  a rule,  that  is  realized  in  com- 
mercial use,  as  a matter  of  fact. 

2d.  Steam  is  a very  uncertain  factor  in  its  physical  properties, 
for  as  a matter  of  practice,' more  attention  has  been  paid  m all  gen- 
erators to  the  amount  of  water  to  be  evaporated  than  to  the  quality 
of  heat  units  in  their  relation  to  being  used  with  the  least  loss,  and 
what  is  supposed  to  be  steam  is  usually  containing  from  three  to 
ten  times  the  amount  of  water  that  it  is  supposed  to  carry,  in  theory, 
and  this  contributes  to  the  losses  of  the  engine  in  result,  and  in  no 
one  place  is  this  encountered  more  than  in  the  locomotives,  where 
the  conditions  are  so  constantly  changing,  and  where  under  any 
circumstances  the  expansions  are  limited  by  the  conditions  under 
which  the  machine  must  work , and  from  which  there  is  no  possible 
improvement  to  be  made. 

3d.  The  higher  the  initial  pressure  or  temperature  the  higher 
the  first  cost,  and  so  is  the  cost  of  maintainance  and  the  liability  of 
accident  to  the  working  parts,  and  also  a greater  percentage  of 
losses  from  unavoidable  leakage,  and  as  we  have  not  so  nigh  a range, 
owing  to  no  condensation  on  locomotives,  we  are  increasing  cost  and 
leakage  with  parts,  and  diminishing  the  range  to  some  extent,  as 
compared  with  large  single  cylinders,  of  the  temperature  in  the 
using  of  the  steam,  multiplying  parts,  and  loosing,  as  all  know  who 
have  run  the  compound,  the  regulation,  from  the  action  of  steam  in 
both  of  the  cylinder,  and  loosing  the  starting  from  a stop,  where 
some  extra  mechanism  is  needed,  and  an  engineer  who  has  seen  a 
compound  “ wallow  ” when  starting  from  a station  has  had  a smile 
on  his  face  for  the  next  ten  miles,  if  he  was  not  on  her. 

4th.  The  losses  from  single  cylinder  working  in  the  heat  units, 
lost  and  restored  too  late  for  useful  eflect,  are  made  use  of  in  the 
compound  by  being  swept  from  one  to  the  next  cylinder,  and  so  a 
saving  to  some  extent  is  possible  over  a single  cylinder,  but  multi- 
plied cylinders  are  of  increased  cost  for  the  same  power  capacity, 
requiring  larger  number  of  parts  and  are  liable  to  more  derange- 
ments in  same  time  and  work,  and  call  for  a higher  class  of  skill 
to  operate  them  aa  well  as  for  more  space  on  the  frame. 

5tb.  The  steam  engine  that  we  must  use  to  do  our  work  is  limited 
to : No  great  possibility  in  the  range  of  the  speed  of  the  piston  : 
clearance  space  is  not  to  be  done  away  with,  ana  in  the  compound 
is  usually  greater  than  in  the  single  engine ; valve  gears  are.  not 
capable  of  being  made  to  work  much  quicker,  and  certainly  are  not 
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simplified  in  the  compound  locomotive,  and  a multiplication  of 
valves  to  do  the  same  amount  of  indicated  horse  power  means  more 
leakage,  more  losses,  more  repairs  and  more  skill  to  operate^  and  the 
factor  of  friction,  which  cannot  be  avoided,  is  as  certainly  increased 
as  the  parts  are  multiplied,  and  this  is  not  an  insignificant  matter. 

6th.  The  compound  is  not  so  useful  unless  it  is  loaded  pretty 
nearly  with  the  load  for  which  it  was  designed,  and  is  less  adapted 
to  great  changes  of  load  than  the  single  cylinder.  or  to  changes  that 
are  within  the  reach  of  the  capactity  of  tne  machine. 

While  the  statements  here  are  not  exactly  in  the  line  of  the  claims 
of  some  of  the  makers  of  such  machines,  they  are  gathered  from 
pretty  clear  observation,  and  not  from  any  single  road  or  machine. 
It  is  a well-known  fact  that  if  we  could  make  pretty  close  use  of  the 
heat  units,  we  would  be  able  to  do  a trifle  over  five  indicated  horse 
power  with  one  pound  of  coal,  with  steam  at  150  pounds  absolute, 
and  an  engine  of  one  cylinder  (condensing)  properly  proportioned, 
but  it  has  not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  writer  that  any  of  the 
new  compounds  are  quite  up  to  that  mark  vet,  nor  any  of  the 
ocean  racers,  although  each  one  tries  to  tell  a bigger  story  than  its 
latest  predecessor  in  the  same  line. 

It  is  also  well  known  that  if  we  could  do  it,  there  are  only  a 
veriest  trifle  over  two  and  one-half  pounds  of  water  required  to  be 
evaporated  to  make  an  indicated  horse  power,  but  with  all  the  skill 
and  improvements  there  are  still  required  from  thirteen  to  seven- 
teen. Allowing  that  the  figures  are  really  correct  as  claimed,  and 
in  many  cases  taking  the  above  for  the  compound  condensing,  it  has 
proved  the  same  non-condensing  compounds  have  called  for  from 
twenty-three  to  thirty-eight  pounds  of  water,  simply  a fact,  and  in 
one  of  the  very  best  of  the  lull  compounds  of  the  newest  locomo- 
tive lately  tried,  and  some  allowances  made  for  errors,  it  was  found 
that  twenty-one  pounds  was  actually  used,  while  an  old  machine, 
with  no  new  wrinkles,  did  its  work  with  twenty-six,  and  ran  faster 
with  the  same  train  than  the  compound  could  do  on  three  trials, 
over  the  same  track,  same  miles  ana  from  same  station  to  same  sta- 
tion, with  same  train  and  in  same  direction. 

What  railroad  men  are  after  now  is  something  to  save  money  in  the 
operation  of  the  train  mileage,  not  after  ideas  or  oh  dears,  when  in 
the  shape  of  an  expensive  man,  who  can  do  so  much  that  “aint  so.” 
It  is  not  a question  of  the  size  of  a man’s  assertion,  but  it  is  “ what 
can  the  man  accomplish  ? ” that  is  the  question,  and  there  is  “lots  of 
room  up  stairs.” 

This  compound  question  is  one  that  it  is  not  easy  to  settle,  and  it 
is  not  at  the  moment  making  any  great  progress,  for  with  the  re- 
trenchment now  absolutely  necessary,  it  is  easy  to  make  observa- 
tions on  the  produced  facts,  and  in  a few  months  it  will  be  seen  that 
some  of  the  now  much  vaunted  machines  will  be  in  the  market  to 
the  highest  buyer,  if  not  at  his  own  price;  it  looks  that  wav  in  some 

Quarters  that  the  writer  is  not  at  liberty  to  point  out,  and  the  de- 
uctions  that  lead  to  this  decision  are  the  result  of  careful  trials , in 
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which  the  whole  number  of  factors  have  been  measured,  not 
guessed  at. 

There  is  now  room  for  any  man  who  is  big  enough  to  save  coal, 
but  he  must  do  it,  and  not  tell  what  he  can  do  “ with  his  mouth ; ” 
a “ mouth  organ  ” is  a good  thing  to  have,  but  it  is  a good  thing  not 
to  carry  with  you  at  afl  times. 


THE  PROBLEM  OF  THE  FUTURE. 


BY  WILLIAM  WEILER. 


A writer  in  one  of  the  prominent  New  York  city  dailies  solved  a 
problem,  which  he  himself  asks  in  the  first  part  of  his  article, 
greatly  to  his  own  satisfaction  and  to  the  instruction  of  the  uninitiated 
layman , but  in  a way  which  is  contrary  to  all  previously  conceived 
ideas  of  railroad  management.  After  startling  the  “dear  public” 
with  the  fact  that  locomotives  burn  a great  deal  of  coal  ana  that  as 
a consequence  a great  lot  of  ashes  were  produced  as  the  result  of 
this  combustion  of  coal,  he  asks,  “What  becomes  of  these  ashes?” 
According  to  the  question,  it  would  seem  to  be  something  of  a 
mystery  to  account  for  tneir  disappearance,  but  the  writer  was 
equal  to  the  self-imposed  task  and  solved  the  “ mystery  ” of  the 
ashes,  for  with  the  skill  of  a trained  detective  he  followed  up  the 
“clews”  and  found  that  the  ashes  were  disposed  of  by  simply  opening 
the  ash  pans  while  crossing  bridges  over  streams  and  allowing  the  water 
to  carry  away  and  dispose  of  the  ashes  in  their  own  fashion.  Per- 
haps it  did  not  strike  this  writer  that  the  stream  might  be  navigable, 
ana  that  some  craft  on  pleasure  or  business  bound  might  be  passing 
under  some  bridge,  and  be  made  the  receptacle  for  a lot  of  hot 
ashes,  to  the  extreme  comfort  (?)  of  all  on  board,  or  that  by  a series 
of  long  continued  dumpings  from  a large  number  of  locomotives 
there  might  be  a serious  interference  with  the  flow  of  the  water  and 
that  in  time  a bar  might  be  formed,  until  at  last  it  might  become  an 
embankment  instead  of  a bridge  across  the  stream.  It  might  per- 
haps be  a good  plan  for  our  railroads  to  thus  dispose  of  their  ashes, 
for  they  might  thus  be  able  to  dispense  with  bridges  in  the  near 
future,  but  the  average  master  mechanic  of  the  period  does  not  seem 
to  favor  such  a disposition  of  the  ashes,  being  anxious  for  the  safety 
of  their  bridges  and  trestles,  which  are  to  a great  extent  built  of 
wood,  or  have  to  have  ties  and  floors  of  wood  even  if  the  spans  are 
of  iron,  as  is  the  case  in  most  of  the  recent  structures  on  our  best 
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roads.  Wilfully  dumping  ashes  on  bridges  is  therefore  not  in  vogue 
among  our  railroad  men,  but  the  orders  are  against  it,  and  it  is  only 
at  a few  designated  points  that  the  firemen  on  well  regulated  hard 
coal  roads  are  allowed  to  dump  the  ashes  collected  in  the  pan.  These 
ashes  are  then  shoveled  from  the  track  and  help  to  build  up  the 
embankments  which  are  generally  chosen  as  dumping  grounds,  or 
are  removed  at  suitable  times  to  help  fill  in  or  ballast  at  other  points, 
and  the  item  of  getting  rid  of  the  ashes  thus  forms  no  inconsidera- 
ble amount  of  expense. 

Some  time  a notice  appeared  in  the  press  of  a new  brake  device 
by  which  trains  running  at  fifty  miles  an  hour  were  to  be  stopped 
instantly,  but  as  the  passengers  were  not  especially  mentioned,  and 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  would  not  be  bolted,  nailed  or  screwed 
fast,  it  is  likely  that  when  the  train  stopped  so  quickly  when  running 
at  a high  rate  of  speed,  the  passengers  would  go  on,  at  least  as  far  as 
the  end  of  the  car,  ana  it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  would  not  insist 
upon  the  order  of  their  going,  but  ignoring  all  rules  of  etiquette  and 
polite  breeding,  would  arrive  at  the  end  of  their  car  in  a sadly  de- 
moralized condition.  The  majority  of  trained  travelers  and  rail- 
road men  would  prefer  a much  slower  stop,  as  they  are  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  the  man  who  declared  it  was  not  the  height  of  the  fail 
that  hurt  him,  but  the  sudden  stop  at  the  end  of  it. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  much  of  the  “ gush  ” we  see  in  the  papeis 
about  the  marvels  of  electricity  and  its  application  to  transportation 
of  persons  and  goods  emanate  from  the  pens  (not  brains)  of  “ penny 
a liners,”  who,  under  the  pangs  of  hunger,  get  up  a few  hundred 
lines  for  a couple  of  dollars,  to  instruct  (?)  the  public  about  things 
of  which  they  are  themselves  as  ignorant  as  the  two  above  quoted. 
Electricity  has  made  vast  strides  since  “Father  Franklin”  first 
coaxed  a stray  spark  from  the  clouds,  and  we  dare  not  as  yet  set  a 
limit  to  its  possibilities,  but  when  we  are  gravely  assured  that  all 
our  locomotives  are  soon  to  be  relegated  to  the  scrap  heap  as  so  much 
rubbish,  having  outlived  their  usefulness,  We  may  well  call  a halt  to 
consider  the  probability  of  the  assertion.  A locomotive,  it  is  true, 
has  to  use  up  a great  proportion  of  the  power  given  it  by  its  steam 
in  moving  itself,  and  is  in  this  respect  a consumer  of  power,  which 
is  a loss  of  just  that  much  useful  effect  for  other  purposes,  and  is 
that  much  in  favor  of  a system  by  which  power  is  furnished  from 
stationary  engines,  whether  it  be  by  an  endless  cable  or  by  the 
equally  endless  current  of  electricity  in  a wire.  While  it  is  evident 
that  much  power  can  be  saved  in  this  way,  it  has  also  been  made 
painfully  plain  in  only  too  many  instances,  that  a system  depending 
on  one  central  machine  or  one  means  of  connection  between  the 
central  power  and  the  vehicle  to  be  moved,  is  apt  to  “prove  a delu- 
sion ana  a snare”  at  the  most  inopportune  moments.  That  master- 
piece of  human  constructive  ingenuity — the  East  River  Bridge,  con- 
necting New  York  and  Brooklyn — has  its  cars  moved  by  a cable, 
which  is  very  apt  to  give  out  at  the  busiest  time  of  the  day,  and  to 
thus  stop  traffic  at  once  and  completely.  Recourse  is  then  had  to 
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the  steam  locomotives,  of  which  there  are  a few  on  the  structure  for 
switching  purposes,  to  take  the  place  of  the  cable  and  its  motors, 
and  it  is  a matter  of  record  that  these  steam  locomotives  never  yet 
failed  to  do  their  duty.  The  cable  on  Broadway  has  in  its  short  life 
furnished  convincing  proof  of  failure  by  giving  out  and  interrupting 
traffic,  and  this  is  apt  to  be  the  case  with  any  scheme  depending 
upon  its  power  upon  some  remote  central  station.  Perhaps  there 
is  not  so  great  an  interruption  in  the  currents  of  electricity  except 
by  broken  wires  or  electric  storms  as  there  is  in  cable  transmission, 
but  that  the  interruptions  do  come  has  been  amply  demonstrated 
in  the  past,  and  when  they  do  the  road  is  blocked  effectively.  Now 
we  do  know  that  a steam  railroad  is  never  blocked  while  the  tracks 
are  clear,  and  even  while  a part  of  the  road  is  blocked  the  other  parts 
of  the  road,  even  in  close  proximity  to  the  block,  may  be  kept  open 
and  free  for  business. 

A great  deal  is  said  about  the  proposed  electric  air  line  between 
Chicago  and  St.  Louis,  which  is  to  run  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
miles  per  hour,  and  a great  deal  of  credit  is  given  to  the  new  power 
for  the  speed.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  it  might  he  possible  to  achieve 
what  its  most  sanguine  promoters  promise,  let  us  see  what  might 
be  expected  from  steam  under  like  circumstances.  In  the  first  place, 
it  is  to  be  an  air  line,  with  no  grades  or  curves  worth  mentioning  in 
it  from  one  end  to  the  other.  Next,  there  to  be  no  grade  crossings 
or  draw-bridges,  consequently  no  slow-ups  at  all.  Then  especial  at- 
tention is  to  be  paid  to  the  form  of  the  cars  so  as  to  reduce  the  re- 
sistance of  the  air  to  a minimum.  Next,  the  cars  are  to  be  as  light 
as  possible  and  consistent  with  strength,  with  the  largest  possible 
wheels,  so  as  to  reduce  axle  friction.  Taking  the  acknowledged 
record  of  over  eighty  miles  per  hour  now  to  the  credit  of  the  steam 
locomotive,  and  give  her  the  special  advantages  of  an  air  line  with- 
out grades  or  curves,  with  no  grade  crossings  or  other  slow-ups,  with 
special  attention  given  to  the  air  resistance  in  the  make-up  of  the 
train,  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  there  are  lots  of  locomotives 
now  built  and  lots  of  engineers  and  firemen  now  living  who  could 
fire  and  run  them  even  to  exceed  the  one  hundred  mile  per  hour 
limit.  All  “the  boys”  need  ask  is  equal  advantages  and  no  favors, 
and  they  need  not  fear  the  boasts  of  the  electrician  who  would  “ knock 
them  out”  if  he  could,  and  bring  in  anew  order  of  things  in  which 
he  would  be  chief  ruler.  Without  some  radical  and  new  feature  to 
increase  the  tractive  power  the  limit  of  motive  power  to  be  derived 
from  the  light  electric  motors  would  soon  be  reached,  and  then  the 
new  roads  would  be  confronted  with  the  problem  of  how  to  move 
heavy  trains  which  has  been  solved  by  the  steam  roads  by  increasing 
the  weight  in  proportion  to  the  demands  of  the  service.  If  this 
would  have  to  be  done  on  electric  roads  the  prime  advantage  of  not 
having  so  much  unproductive  weight  to  handle  would  be  given  up 
and  the  contest  would  then  be  nearly  equalized,  and  the  only  ques- 
tion to  be  settled  would  be  whether  it  is  good  policy  to  depend  upon 
one  motor  or  have  each  motor  independent  of  every  other  one,  and 
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this  is  not  by  any  means  a hard  question  to  answer,  and  would  be- 
yond doubt  be  decided  in  favor  of  the  present  steam  locomotive,  for 
they  have  ever  been  able  to  keep  up  communication  along  their 
lines  as  long  as  there  was  a track  left  to  run  on. 


THE  BEST  THING  TO  DO  IN  EMERGENCIES. 


BY  WILFRED  P.  BORLAND. 


About  the  first  thing  an  engineer  thinks  of  doing  in  case  of  an 
emergency  is  to  reverse  his  engine;  indeed,  this  act  is  performed  in- 
stinctively, and  most  engineers  generally  have  her  in  back  before  they 
have  time  to  begin  to  think.  But,  is  there  anything  gained  by  re- 
versing an  engine  at  high  speed  when  brakes  are  fully  applied  ? Any 
of  us  who  have  been  in  a tight  place — on  an  engine  that  was  skating 
into  the  rear  end  of  a train,  for  instance — have  had  chances  to  notice 
what  effect  reversing  an  engine  has  on  reducing  momentum,  and 
there  are  but  few  of  us  who  have  not  remarked  that  reversing  the 
engine  had  no  appreciable  effect  in  reducing  her  speed.  I have  been 
in  one  or  two  of  such  mix-ups,  and  I have  noticed  that  after  the  en- 
gine was  reversed  she  just  seemed  to  take  a new  hold  and  make  for 
those  red  lights  at  an  increased  speed,  if  anything.  Of  course,  we 
have  all  noticed  this  peculiarity  of  the  iron  steed,  but  we  have  re- 
ferred it  to  a defect  in  our  own  imagination;  it  is  so  natural  to  put 
her  in  back  when  we  want  to  stop  real  bad  that  it  seems  the  proper 
thing  to  do  under  all  circumstances,  and  the  man  who  went  into  a 
collision  with  his  engine  hooked  in  ahead  would  be  looked  upon  as 
having  failed  to  put  forth  proper  efforts  to  avert  such  collision;  but 
if  we  reason  a little  about  the  matter  we  shall  be  able  to  see  that  re- 
versing an  engine  under  the  circumstances  which  are  generally  pres- 
ent about  collision  time  does  very  little  good.  The  power  to  stop  a 
train  which  is  secured  by  reversing  is  exerted  only  while  the  wheels 
are  rolling;  after  there  has  accumulated  enough  pressure  in  the  cyl- 
inders to  block  the  wheels  the  engine  is  transformed  into  a huge 
skate,  and  she  might  as  well  be  in  one  motion  as  the  other  as  far  as 
any  practical  effect  in  reducing  the  momentum  of  the  train  is  con- 
cerned, and  now  that  the  use  of  driver  brakes  is  to  become  a univer- 
sal fact  it  would  be  well  for  engineers  to  get  rid  of  that  old  instinct 
that  impels  them  to  put  her  in  back  every  time  an  emergency  con- 
fronts them.  I read  an  interview  with  one  of  the  prominent  engi- 
neers on  the  New  York  Central,  a few  days  ago,  in  which  he  said,  in 
answer  to  the  question  as  to  what  measures  he  would  take  to  avert  a 
collision,  that  he  would  apply  the  air  and  that  he  wouldn’t  reverse 
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his  engine.  He  explained  that  by  reversing,  the  wheels  were  slid 
and  the  power  which  the  driver  brakes  could  exert  in  stopping  the 
train  was  thus  \ rendered  useless.  His  idea  was  that  when  the  air 
brakes  were  fully  applied  an  engineer  had  taken  the  most  thorough 
and  effectual  measures  to  avert  collision  that  cpuld  be  taken,  and 
that  it  was  an  entire  mistake  to  reverse  an  engine  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  the  very  danger  that  it  was  desirable  to  avert  was 
thereby  increased;  ana  I thought  his  views  and  reasons  were  emi- 
nently correct.  But  it  is  an  awful  hard  thing  for  a man  to  stand  up 
in  the  face  of  an  inevitable  collision  and  not  reverse  his  engine,  ana 
then  there  is  another  phase  of  the  question  which  must  be  taken  into 
account.  The  general  public  have  been  educated  to  believe  that  it 
is  just  the  proper  thing  for  an  engineer  to  reverse  his  engine  in  such 
cases.  The  noole  engineer  who  went  down  with  his  engine  reversed 
has  been  held  up  to  the  public  gaze  for  years  as  a hero  who  did  all 
that  mortal  man  could  do  to  avert  catastrophe,  and  is  it  not  possible 
that  this  fact  has  had  some  sort  of  a psychological  effect  in  deter- 
mining the  action  of  engineers  in  such  cases?  An  engineer  who 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  come  out  whole  from  a collision  that  had  re- 
sulted in  loss  of  life  might  have  some  terribly  hard  explaining  to  do 
to  the  representatives  of  the  public  in  order  to  satisfactorily  con- 
vince them  that  he  had  done  just  the  proper  thing  by  leaving  his 
engine  hooked  in  ahead,  and  it  is  not  a pleasant  thing  to  be  pointed 
out  as  a man  who  has  failed  in  any  way  to  adopt  proper  measures  to 
avert  disasters  of  this  kind.  In  cases  of  inevitable  collision  it  is  de- 
sirable to  reduce  the  force  of  impact  to  the  lowest  possible  point,  as 
anything  gained  in  this  way  represents  less  destruction  of  property 
and  may  represent  a saving  of  life  as  well.  It  seems,  then,  as  though 
there  ought  to  be  some  clearly  defined  rule  for  such  cases  made  and 

Erovided  which  should  be  based  upon  scientific  facts  that  could  not 
e disputed,  and  which  and  engineer  might  follow  with  full  confi- 
dence that  he  was  doing  exactly  the  right  thing.  It  is  easy  enough 
to  secure  scientific  data  from  which  to  construct  such  a rule  and  tne 
point  is  one  that  ought  to  authoritively  settled.  Another  point  is 
the  proper  use  of  the  emergency  feature  of  the  air  brake.  Bro. 
Garaghty  has  favored  us  with  some  very  interesting  remarks  on  that 
subject,  and  it  is  one  that  has  received  considerable  discussion  in 
different  technical  journals.  The  concensus  of  authoritive  opinion 
seems  to  support  the  conclusion  presented  by  Locomotive  Engineering , 
as  follows : 

Some  harm  h&3  been  done  by  too  fine  hatred  theorizing  on  this  snbject,  and 
too  many  chances  are  being  taken  when  the  recharging  plan  is  used,  or  at- 
tempted to  be  used. 

With  a short  train  a quick  throw  to  full  release  might  increase  the  auxiliary 
pressure  some,  but  the  time  is  too  short  to  get  much  past  the  feed-port,  and 
besides  this,  the  distance  between  the  traia  and  obstacle  is  lessened  very  much. 
It  would  have  been  far  more  effective  to  have  had  a lower  braking  pressure  for 
the  longer  time.  In  au  emergency  time  is  everything.  If  you  recharge  you 
lose  what  air  you  have  in  your  cylinders;  you  release  your  brake  entirely  and 
lose  valuable  tima  in  the  uncertain  hope  of  getting  a better  hold  when  you  do 
apply. 
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Every  man  can  not  calmly  sit  in  front  of  an  emergency  and  figure  this  out— 
don't  fool  with  it,  but  go  to  emergency  at  once.  Yon  may  have  reduced  vour 
pressure  in  service  application  so  much  as  to  prevent  the  quick  action  valve 
from  working,  but  rest  assured  that  the  brake  is  full  on  from  the  start. 

We  want  this  lesson  impressed  on  all  young  runners  who  are  so  interested 
in  every  detail  of  the  brake,  and  who  are  striving  to  be  expert  with  it.  You 
may  try  to  be  “ too  fine  ” with  it  in  a case  of  this  kind.  An  emergency  stop 
should" call  for  the  engineer  to  slam  his  valve-handle  into  the  emergency  notch 
and  leave  it  there.  You  might  save  some  of  the  train-line  pressure,  if  the 
brake  was  fully  charged,  by  causing  the  quick*  action  valves  to  act  by  a quick 
reduction  of  twenty  or  thirty  pounds,  and  then  bringing  the  valve  to  lap.  This 
would  be  advisable  in  making  a water  tank  stop  or  where  emergency  has  to  be 
used  to  prevent  running  by  a station,  where  failure  would  simply  mean  incon- 
venience; but  where  there  is  a real  emergency,  no  matter  what  you  are  doing 
with  the  brake,  don’t  take  any  chances;  go  to  the  emergency  stop  instantly. 
It’s  sure,  safe  and  correct. 


The  The  National  Car  and  Locomotive  Builder  complains  that  engi- 
neers in  this  country  are  not  as  generally  disposed  to  recognize  the 
immense  advantage  of  running  with  wide  open  throttle  and  short 
cut  off  as  they  ought  to  be.  The  claim  is  made  that  but  a small 
proportion  of  the  engineers  are  disposed  to  give  heed  to  the  great 
economy  which  may  be  attained  by  this  method  of  running,  and 
the  company’s  net  earnings  might  be  increased  by  a very  respectable 
figure  if  engineers  were  only  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  follow- 
ing economical  methods,  running  with  wide  open  throttle  being  the 
chief  factor  in  the  problem.  Some  very  interesting  figures  showing 
the  saving  that  may  be  attained  by  proper  management  on  the  part 
of  engineers  are  presented,  and  I reproduce  them  here: 

In  long  time  tests  of  one  compound  and  nine  simple  locomotives  on  the  Chi- 
cago, MUwaukee  & St.  Paul  Railway,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Compound 
Locomotives  to  the  late  Master  Mechanics’  Convention,  it  is  shown  that  the 
average  fuel  economy  of  the  compound  (run  by  two  different  engineers)  over 
the  simple  locomotives  for  the  eleven  months  of  the  test  was  10.7  per  cent; 
and  that  whUe  in  charge  of  one  engineer  for  five  months  the  economy  over  the 
simple  engines  reached  17.5  per  cent.,  and  while  in  charge  of  the  other  engineer 
for  six  months  the  economy  over  the  simple  engines  was  lowered  to  4.3  per 
cent.,  which  the  conditions  strongly  indicated  was  due  to  inferior  management 
by  the  second  engineer.  We  have  known  of  a normal  economy  of  15  per  cent, 
due  a compound  locomotive  over  a simple  engine,  being  reduced  to  2 per  cent, 
by  superior  management  of  the  simple  engine.  If  there  is  a possible  f oel 
economy  of  15  per  cent,  to  be  gained  by  simply  having  the  engineers  perform 
their  duties  properly,  why  is  there  not  a general  and  determined  movement 
made  to  bring  about  the  improvement  ? The  fact  is  that  a larger  fuel  economy 
than  15  per  cent,  is  possible  on  most  railroads  by  perfecting  the  methods  of 
running  and  firing  locomotives.  Long  and  short  cut-offs  constitute  but  a fac- 
tor of  the  problem,  although  the  chief.  There  are  other  factors  of  almost  equal 
importance  such  as  regulating  the  feed  water  and  firing.  There  is  a general 
apathy  in  regard  to  the  matter  that  is  hard  to  understand,  but  that,  neverthe- 
less, is  responsible  for  waste  that  continuously  and  industriously  eats  into  the 
net  earnings  of  railroads. 

If  it  is  true,  as  stated,  that  a fuel  economy  of  more  than  15  per 
cent.  “ is  possible  on  most  railroads  by  perfecting  the  methods  of 
running  and  firing  locomotives,”  then  the  point  is  one  that  is  cer- 
tainly worth  looknig  after.  Fifteen  per  cent,  is  a big  saving  in  so 
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large  an  expense  account  as  that  which  goes  for  the  purchase  of  fuel 
on  railways. 

Reading  Mr.  Pray’s  remarks  on  the  “ curiosities  of  technical  jour- 
nalism,and  reading  an  editorial  which  appeared  in  the  Railway 
Age  recently,  one  might  very  properly  make  some  remarks  on  the 
discrepancies  of  partisan  journalism.  The  Railway  Age  is  notoriously 
the  partisan  of  the  railway  stock  and  bondholder — as  it  has  a per- 
fect right  to  be — and  it  is  never  at  a loss  for  an  agument  calculated 
to  present  the  iniquities  of  railway  management  to  the  general  pub- 
lic in  the  most  favorable  light  possible.  Its  premises  are  not  always 
correct  nor  it  conclusions  always  logical,  but  it  generally  manages  to 
adhere  closely  enough  to  facts  to  save  itself  from  appearing  ridicu- 
lous, and  there  are  times  when  its  arguments  rise  to  the  height  of 
sublimity.  Rut  sometimes,  when  it  discusses  the  science  of  com- 
parative deleteriousness,  it  is  inclined  to  sacrifice  facts  in  order  to 
secure  harmonious  illustrations,  and  when  it  produced  the  editorial 
referred  to  was  one  of  those  times.  Here  it  is  : 

Excessive  capitalization  is  sometimes  alleged,  and  in  some  cases  with  reason, 
against  American  raUways,  but  none  of  them  compare  in  amount  of  capital 
per  mile  with  the  London  & Northwestern  company,  which  on  1,890  miles  is 
capitalized  for  $529,200,000,  or  about  $280,000  per  mile.  Yet  this  costly  prop- 
erty yields  its  semi-annual  dividends  with  regularity,  because  British  railways 
manage  to  obtain  living  rates.  At  the  rates  to  which  American  roads  have 
been  reduced  even  the  London  & Northwestern  would  soon  be  bankrupted. 

Surely,  I thought,  there  is  something  wrong  about  that.  It  isn’t 
possible  that  Americans  would  allow  those  English  duffers  to  outdo 
them  on  a little  point  like  the  capitalization  of  railways,  and  I turned 
to  the  report  of  the  Inter-state  Commerce  Commission  for  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1890,  and  found  quite  a number  of  roads  camtalized 
for  more  money  per  mile  of  line  than  this  English  road.  The  com- 
mission reports  the  Central  of  New  Jew  Jersey  capitalized  for  $370,- 
157,  per  mile  of  line;  the  N.  Y.,  L.  E.  & W.  lor  $325,549;  the  P.  R. 
R.  for  $477,244;  the  P.  & R.  for  $581,826;  the  C.  & W.  I.  for  $283  - 
639  per  mile  of  line,  besides  a vast  number  of  subsidary  roads,  small 
independent  roads,  bridge,  transfer  and  terminal  companies  which 
are  capitalized  for  vastly  greater  sums  than  this  English  road.  The 
Inter-state  Commerce  Commission  has  gone  to  a good  deal  of  trouble 
to  present  misleading  figures  or  else  the  Railway  Age  is  mistaken. 
Which  is  it? 


NOTHING  GAINED  BY  RE-CHARGING. 


Mr.  Editor  : — In  answer  to  the  article  on  “ Air  Brake  Practice.”  I 
want  to  say  something  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  triple  valve. 
The  point  at  issue  is  whether  or  not  it  would  be  of  any  benefit  to 
re-charge  the  train  pipe  before  applying  the  brake  in  emergency 
after  a partial  service  application  is  on.  There  is  nothing  whatever 
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to  be  gained  by  this  method ; on  the  contrary  there  is  a positive  loss 
of  power  as  well  as  a waste  of  time  and  air.  For.  it  is  necessary  to 
reduce  the  train  line  pressure  below  that  contained  in  the  auxiliaries 
in  order  to  get  any  action  on  triple  valve,  and  by  re-charging  train 
pipe  the  brake  partially  on  is  reduced  and  that  power  is  lost  by  pass- 
ing from  brake  cylinder  to  atmosphere.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that 
we  are  carrying  seventy  pounds  pressure  in  tram  line  and  auxiliaries 
and  we  made  a partial  application  of,  say,  ten  pounds.  We  have 
but  sixty  pounds  left  in  auxiliaries,  and  no  matter  how  much  air  is 
put  into  train  pipe  it  must  be  drawn  below  that  contained  in  auxil- 
iaries at  least  twelve  pounds  in  order  to  get  the  emergency  action  of 
the  triple.  Besides,  we  have  released  the  brake  which  was  already 
on  witn  a pressure  of  twenty-five  to  the  square  inch  in  the  brake 
cylinder,  consequently  losing  over  one-third  of  our  original  power; 
for  a twenty  pound  reduction  in  train  line  in  service  application 
will  cause  the  two  pressures  to  equalize  in  auxiliaries  and  brake 
cylinders.  So  we  have  lost  half  of  our  power  by  releasing  that  we 
could  have  had  in  brake  cylinders  by  applying  the  brakes  in  their 
fullest  capacity  in  service  action ; and  as  we  increase  our  power  only 
20  per  cent,  above  service  application  by  the  emergency  application 
— which  would  only  make  a difference  of  ten  pounds  per  square 
inch  in  brake  cylinders — and  lose  twenty-five  to  the  square  inch  by 
releasing  our  partial  application  of  ten  pounds.  I think  it  will 
easily  be  seen  that  there  is  no  gain,  but  rather  a positive  loss  of  power 
and  time  by  re-charging  train  pipe. 

Now,  in  case  our  Drakes  were  partially  applied  and  the  occasion 
should  arrise  for  an  emergency  application,  if  we  move  hand  e to 
extreme  emergency,  allow  it  to  remain  there  a short  time,  and  then 
bring  it  back  to  lap  position — but  slowly,  so  as  to  prevent  the  surge 
of  air  from  the  rear  of  train  from  releasing  the  head  brakes — we  will 
be  doing  the  best  braking  possible  under  such  circumstances ; and 
we  will  no  doubt  be  stopped  before  our  brakes  would  begin  to  work 
were  we  to  re-charge  train  pipe  first,  as  the  reaction  of  air  in  train 
pipe  would  take  time,  and  time  in  an  emergency  stop  means  some- 
thing, sometimes  saving  of  both  lives  and  property.  Of  late  1 am 
beginning  to  .think  that  most  of  those  wrecks  caused  from  automotic 
air  not  working — as  the  engineer  says  in  making  out  his  statement  of 
the  wreck — are  the  result  of  just  such  theories  as  Mr.  Garaghty  men- 
tioned in  his  article : because  any  one  who  understands  the  action 
of  the  automatic  brake  knows  that  if  they  have  air  in  their  auxil- 
iaries and  train  pipe  it  will  never  fail  to  work  if  applied  right.  If 
not,  it  seems  strange  that  whenever  there  is  anything  left  of  a wreck 
to  permit  an  examination,  they  always  work  all  right.  And  when 
the  officials  of  the  road  on  which  the  wreck  happened  know  the  ex- 
act action  of  the  automatic  brake  they  can  easly  locate  the  cause  of 
the  accident ; and  I do  hope  that  it  will  never  occur  to  any  of  the 
readers  of  this  Magazine  that  they  shall  be  running  the  engine  and 
after  an  accident  happens  have  their  brakes  tested  and  find  them  all 
right,  and  if  they  will  only  study  it  will  not. 
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Now,  I shall  ask  a few  questions : 

1.  Why  is  a triple  valve  called  a “ triple  valve  ? ” 

2.  In  what  relation  does  the  main  piston  in  the  triple  act  with 
that  of  the  equalizing  piston  in  the  brake  valve  ? 

3.  What  is  wrong  with  triple  when  it  works  in  emergency  with 
a reduction  of  six  to  eight  pounds  in  train  pipe,  and  it  applies  in 
service  action  all  right  when  a reduction  of  not  over  five  pounds  at 
a time  from  train  pipe  is  made  ? 

4.  What  is  wrong  with  a quick  acting  triple  when  there  is  a con- 
tinual blow-out.  of  the  pressure  retaining  valve,  when  the  valve  is  in 
release  position  ? 

San  Antonio,  Tex.  J.  R.  Norton . 


THE  AIR  BRAKE. 


Mr.  Editor  : — In  conversation  with  an  engineer  recently,  upon 
the  air  brake,  he  wanted  to  know  what  was  the  reason  of  air  surging 
in  the  train  pipe,  or  “ concussion  of  air,”  as  it  is  sometimes  called. 
With  the  old  form  of  brake  valve,  or  three  way  cock,  we  were 
troubled  to  a considerable  extent  in  that  way,  caused  by  reducing  a 
considerable  amount  of  air  from  train  pipe  and  then  suddenly  closing 
the  valve,  which  would  first  set  the  brakes  on  the  front  cars  and  the 
air  surging  forward  from  the  rear  cars — caused  bv  a too  sudden 
closure  of  the  valve — would  release  the  forward  brakes.  This  surg- 
ing could  be  reduced  to  some  extent  with  the  three  way  cock?  if  the 
engineer,  instead  of  closing  the  valve  suddenly,  would  close  it  grad- 
ually; then  a partial  equalization  would  take  place  in  the  train  pipe. 
With  the  new  valve  we  are  using  now  there  is  no  more  surging  of 
air  in  train  pipe,  or  at  any  rate  the  evil  has  been  greatly  reduced, 
and  it  was  this  valve  that  was  designed  to  overcome  it.  I will  try 
to  explain  my  reasons  for  so  thinking : The  piston  in  the  engineer’s 
brake  valve  is  governed  in  action  by  air  pressure,  the  train  pipe 
pressure  underneath  it,  and  the  equalizing  reservoir,  in  connection 
with  the  brake  valve  chamber  pressure  above  it.  When  an  applica- 
tion is  made  we  first  reduce  tne  pressure  from  the  equalizing  reser- 
voir and  brake  valve  chamber  through  the  preliminary  exhaust  port, 
which  is  above  the  piston,  and  as  soon  as  this  pressure  becomes 
slightly  less  than  the  train  pipe  pressure,  which  is  underneath  the 
piston,  the  latter  will  rise;  train  pipe  pressure  will  then  escape,  and 
will  continue  to  escape  until  it  becomes  less  than  that  remaining 
above  the  piston,  when  it  will  re-set  itself.  So  it  can  readily  be  seer' 
that  with  the  brake  valve  we  are  using  to-day  the  discharge  of 
train  pipe  is  governed  by  air  pressure,  with  which  the  disch° 
equalize  in  applying  the  brakes;  and  no  matter  how 
tion  is  made,  afterwards  turning  the  handle  to  lap  ’ 
pipe  pressure  will  escape  until  it  equalizes 
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above  the  piston.  For  this  reason  the  brake  valve  we  are  now  using 
practically  prevents  the  surging  or  concussion  of  air  in  train  pipe, 
and  it  has  received  the  most  appropriate  name  of  “ Engineer's  Braze 
Valve,  with  equalizing  discharge.” 

Baltimore,  Md.  Walter  C.  Garaghty. 


ANSWERS  AND  ADVICE. 


Mr.  Editor  : — Mr.  J.  E.  House  says  that  “engineers  who  say  a cer- 
tain wedge  is  stuck  are  correct.”  I claim  the  wedge  is  not  stuck;  it 
is  the  box  that  is  stuck.  For  this  reason  : The  wedge  is  rigid ; it  is 
held  tight  by  the  wedge  bolt  and  the  keeper  bolt  through  the  pedes- 
tal jaw  of  the  frame.  Strictly  speaking  it  the  box  that  is  stuck. 

2nd.  Bro.  WeileFs  account  of  an  engine  running  without  steam 
or  water  is  correct.  The  circumstance  happened  on  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio,  I believe;  the  engine  was  reversed  while  being  towed.  I re- 
member reading  an  account  of  it  a number  of  years  ago. 

3d.  Ira  McNaught  wants  to  know  how  far  a spot  on  the  outer 
edge  of  a wheel  five  feet  in  diameter  will  travel  in  going  a given  dis- 
tance. In  one  revolution,  it  will  travel  five  times  3.1416,  or  15.708 
feet. 

4th.  Allow  me  to  give  some  of  the  younger  brother  firemen  a lit- 
tle advice.  When  you  are  around  the  engine  house,  or  in  fact  any- 
where, don’t  tell  about  the  fast  runs  made,  and  close  runs  to  meet- 
ing points;  it  will  do  you  no  good  and  may  get  to  the  ears  of  those 
in  authority  who  will  make  it  warm  for  your  engineer.  Do  your 
railroading  out  on  the  road ; that  is  the  proper  place  for  it.  This 
advice  was  given  me  when  I began  railroading,  over  eighteen  years 
ago,  and  I have  always  found  it  sound. 

San  Antonio,  Texas.  Henry  D.  Cook . 


A FIREMAN’S  EXPERIENCE  WITH  EXTENSION  FRONTS. 


Mr.  Editor  : —I  have  often  been  asked  what  I did  to  the  249  to 
make  her  steam  so  well,  and  as  I think  your  readers  will  be  interested 
in  my  answer  to  that  question,  I will  tell  them  what  I did  to  her. 
In  1888  I was  assigned  to  engine  249,  an  eight-wheel  Blood  engine. 
17x24,  just  out  of  the  shop  and  a regular  beauty.  I was  proud  of 
her  as  she  went  puffing  through  the  yard  with  a heavy  train  behind 
her,  but  how  do  you  think  I felt  when  I discovered  that  she  would 
not  steam  ? When  we  got  to  the  end  of  the  division  my  engineer 
reported  her  not  steaming;  they  did  some  work  on  her,  but  she 
steamed  no  better  than  before.  We  had  her  diaphragm  plate  raised, 
but  with  no  result.  Then  we  had  it  lowered,  and  whatever  way  W® 
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had  it  there  was  very  little  change . in  the  way  she  burned  her  fire. 
Well,  I tried  her  another  trip  and  it  was  the  same  old  story ; we  got 
about  half  over  the  division  when  we  had  to  clean  her  fire.  I went 
at  her  with  the  slash  bar  and  hoe,  and  when  I got  through  I was 
tired  out  and  my  hands  were  pretty  well  blistered.  I said  to  old  Bob 
(everybody  knows  old  Bob,  my  engineer), 4<  What  do  you  think  is 
the  matter  with  her?  ” “ Damfino,”  was  the  only  answer  I got  to 
my  question.  I thought  I would  have  to  do  something  to  make  her 
steam  or  old  Bob  would  have  my  hide  hanging  on  the  bell  cord  be- 
fore another  week  was  over,  so  with  Bob’s  consent  I secured  the  help 
of  the  boiler  maker,  and  we  went  after  the  front  end.  We  found  a 
half-circle  diaphragm  plate,  which  in  my  opinion  was  the  cause  of 
her  burning  her  fire  around  the  edges  of  the  fire  box  and  throwing 
the  coal  up  in  a dead  heap  in  the  center;  her  front  end  would  also 
fill  with  cinders.  We  removed  the  half-circle  and  put  a straight  plate 
in  its  place.  We  raised  this  plate  thirteen  and  a half  inches  from 
the  bottom  of  the  smoke  arch  and  placed  a wing  plate  on  each  side 
of  the  arch,  five  and  a half  inches  wide.  That  gave  a center  draft, 
and  the  change  it  made  in  the  steaming  of  that  engine  was  simply 
wonderful ! She  burned  a nice,  level  fire,  steamed  well,  and  saved 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  of  coal.  T am  not  able  to  say  by 
what  per  cent,  she  lightened  the  burdens  of  the  fire  boy. 

Cherryvale,  Kan.  Ira  McNaught. 


WHY  THEY  PULLED  THE  FIRE. 


Mr.  Editor: — In  answer  to  Mr.  WeileFs  questions,  I will  say  that 
in  the  first  place  we  ran  out  of  water  on  account  of  having  a hole 
cut  in  our  water  hose  while  we  were  running  at  a high  rate  of  speed, 
but  we  managed  to  get  to  a water  station  with  the  light  engine. 
After  drawing  the  fire  we  had  thirty  pounds  of  steam  and  about  one 
inch  of  water  on  the  crown  sheet.  After  filling  the  tank  with  water 
we  put  the  injector  on,  closed  the  heater  cock  and  turned  on  the 
blower.  The  injector  worked  until  we  had  three  gauges  of  water 
when  it  was  shut  off.  The  tank  holds  3,600  gallons,  and  when  it  is 
full  the  water  level  is  eighteen  inches  higher  than  the  check,  and  six 
inches  higher  than  the  injector,  and,  as  I said  before,  I tnink  the 
weight  of  the  water  in  the  tank  had  a good  deal  to  do  with  the  in- 
jector working,  as  with  the  heater  cock  shut,  the  hose  and  tank 
valves  air  tight,  and  the  blower  turned  on  the  weight  of  the  water 
in  the  tank  was  enough  to  overcome  the  resistance  at  the  check,  and 
water  will  always  find  its  level.  Perhaps  Mr.  Weiler  does  not  con- 
sider an  engine  with  thirty  pounds  of  steam  and  an  inch  of  water 
on  her  crown  sheet  a dead  engine  ? There  is  a little  life  in  her,  but 
not  not  enough  for  service.  Furthermore,  it  is  not  absolutely  nec- 
essary to  have  steam  to  kindle  a fire  with,  and  I do  not  think  it  a 
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good  plan  to  fire  up  an  engine  with  less  than  three  gauges  of  water 
in  her  boiler.  Mr.  Weiler  will  no  doubt  think  it  strange  that  we 
drew  the  fire  at  the  water  plug?  As  soon  as  I got  water  started  in 
the  tank  we  tried  the  injector  and  it  would  not  work ; then  we  draw 
the  fire  so  as  to  be  on  the  safe  side.  When  the  tank  was  full  the  in- 
jector worked  as  before  stated. 

Alleghany,  Pa.  W.  J.  Edtcards . 


CONCERNING  TRIPLE  VALVES. 


Mr.  Editor  : — Mr.  J.  C.  House,  in  answering  Bro.  Harvey’s  ques- 
tion concerning  stuck  wedges,  says:  “ Engineers  who  say  a certain 
wedge  is  stuck  are  correct.  I think  Mr.  House  is  mistaken.  A 
driving  box  wedge  forms  a part  of  the  pedestal  and  is  always  stuck 
to  it,  that  is,  held  in  an  immovable  position.  There  is  no  move- 
ment of  the  wedge,  and  a thing  that  sticks  must  be  something  which 
has  motion.  According  to  Webster,  to  stick  is  “to  stop;  to  bear- 
rested  in  a course.”  Should  we  slam  a door  which  fits  closely  in  its 
casing  and  discover  that  it  was  difficult  to  open,  would  we  think  it 
was  the  casing  that  had  stuck?  Rather,  would  we  not  think  the 
door  was  stuck?  Here  the  door  represents  the  driving  box,  which 
has  motion,  and  the  casing  represents  the  wedge,  which  has  no  mo- 
tion ; therefore  it  is  the  box  which  sticks  and  not  the  wedge.  Bro. 
Garaghty,  writing  of  “Air  Brake  Practice^”  asks : “ When  a partial 
application  is  on  and  occasion  should  anse  for  an  emergency  appli- 
cation, would  it  be  better  to  push  the  handle  to  the  emergency 
notch,  or  first  release  the  brake  just  long  enough  to  recharge  the 
train  pipe  and  then  make  the  emergency  application  ? Bro.  Gar- 
aghty  states  that  this  question  has  been  asked  and  a considerable 
discussion  has  grown  out  of  it.  I agree  with  him  in  his  views  on  the 
subject,  but  would  call  his  attention  to  one  thing  which  he  seems  to 
have  overlooked.  If  train  pipe  was  equipped  with  the  quick  action 
triple  valve  it  would  require  a different  application  than  if  eauipped 
with  the  old  style  valve.  Should  we  make  an  ordinary  application 
with  the  old  style  triple  and  occasion  should  require  us  to  use  emer- 
gency, there  would  be  nothing  but  a waste  of  air  and  a loss  of  brak- 
ing power  to  release  brakes;  under  these  conditions  the  engineers’ 
valve  should  be  pushed  to  emergency  position,  when  the  triples 
would  travel  their  extreme  distance  in  the  direction  and  upon  grad- 
uating spring  and  give  all  of  the  auxiliary  pressure,  or  rather,  about 
fifty  pounds  of  it,  to  the  brake  cylinder.  With  this  triple,  no  train 
pipe  pressure  would  combine  with  auxiliary  pressure;  a sudden  and 
instantaneous  application  would  not  give  any  greater  braking  power 
than  a gradual  application,  but  only  a quicker  application  of  the 
same  power.  But  with  the  new  triple  the  action  is  different.  A 
quick  application  with  the  new  triple  gives  twenty  per  cent,  more 
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braking  power  than  with  the  old  style,  by  combined  auxiliary  and 
train  pipe  pressure ; but  the  reduction  of  train  pipe  pressure  must 
be  sudden  in  order  to  trip  the  emergency  valve  in  quick  action 
triple,  and  also,  if  the  reduction  in  train  pipe  be  gradual  the  air  will 
all  be  discharged  from  the  pipe  through  engineer’s  valve,  and  none 
pass  through  emergency  valve  to  brake  cylinder.  I wish  to  ask  two 
questions,  as  follows: 

Why  does  the  smoke  arch,  or  extension  front,  heat  more  when  the 
spark  cap  and  spark  hopper  are  left  open,  than  when  closed? 

Why  is  it  that  some  triples  will  release  after  application  is  made, 
without  releasing  engineer’s  valve? 

Amory,  Miss.  James  Carey . 


CLINKERS. 


Recently  I met  one  whom  I had  known  in  former  days,  andpleased 
was  I to  find  him  in  prosperous  circumstances ; he  sported  a diamond 
in  his  shirt  front,  he  carried  an  elegant  chronometer,  he  pulled  the 
throttle  on  an  engine  that  was  just  a hummer,  he  carried  a roll  right 
with  him  in  his  inside  pocket  and  he  was  otherwise  pretty  well  fixed, 
although  he  was  a workingman. 

I found  that  my  friend  had  grown  some  since  last  I met  him,  and 
that  he  had  acquired  some  rather  exaggerated  notions  of  his  own 
importance.  In  our  conversrtion  we  drifted  around  to  the  labor 
question,  and  here  I found  that  my  friend  had  developed  into  an 
aristocrat.  He  had  a sort  of  contempt  for  common  laborers.  His 
clear  cut  enunciation  of  the  doctrine  that  the  four  dollar  a day  man 
has  nothing  in  common  with  the  one  dollar  a day  man  was  highly 
edifying,  and  his  argument  on  that  point  was  well  sustained. 

In  retrospect  I traveled  back  to  the  time,  long  since  past,  when  I 
had  first  met  this  aristocrat,  and  in  my  mind’s  eye  there  arose  a pic- 
ture of  a lank  sort  of  pumpkin  husker,  with  patches  on  the  seat  of 
his  pants,  callouses  on  his  hands  and  a cow’s  breakfast  on  his  head ; 
who  didn’t  know  a lazy- cock  from  the  proverbs  of  Solomon,  and  wha 
had  strayed  in  from  one  of  the  back  counties  and  secured  a job  of 
wiping  the  engine  on  a work  train  I was  connected  with.  After  some 
little  mental  effort  I succeeded  in  identifying  the  original  of  this 
picture  as  the  aristocrat  before  me,  and  I was  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  there  might  be  some  truth  in  the  theory  of  metompsycho- 
sis  after  all. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  a man  wno  Has  nsen  by  his  own  efforts  from 
a position  of  obscurity  to  one  of  responsibility  and  financial  inde- 
pendence, remembering  the  rocky  places  in  the  road  he  has  traveled, 
and  placing  himself  in  sympathy  with  the  struggles  and  aspirations 
of  his  less  fortunate  brothers ; but  it  is  inexpressibly  sad  to  see  a 
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roan  who  has  thus  risen  forgeting  that  he  himself  was  once  a fireman, 
or  perhaps  a section  hand,  a farmer  or  a ditch  digger.  It  is  evidence 
that  there  is  someting  wrong  with  his  mental  apparatus,  and  such  a 
man  k to  be  pitied. 

To  note  the  expressions  and  actions  of  some  of  these  aristocratic 
engineers  one  would  almost  be  led  to  suppose  that  engineers  grow  on 
trees,  to  be  picked  when  ripe,  like  any  other  fruit,  that  they  had 
never  been  subjected  to  the  common  old  hard  knocks  which  most 
workingmen  have  to  endure,  and  that  they  were  so  secure  in  their 
position  as  to  be  quite  certain  that  they  would  never  have  to  mix 
with  the  common  herd  in  the  army  of  labor  at  all. 

If  these  aristocrats  would  pay  some  attention  to  political  economy 
they  would  be  able  to  see  that  the  wage  earners  are  all  in  the  same 
boat  and  that  the  position  of  the  high  priced  workers  can  only  be 
maintained  by  maintaining  the  position  of  those  below  them.  Even 
throwing  all  truism  entirely  on  one  side  and  trying  the  case  by  the 
canons  of  pure  selfishness,  the  high  priced  workers  are  doing  the 
proper  thing  when  they  doff  their  aristocratic  prejudices  and  unite 
on  the  broad  platform  of  the  solidarity  of  all  labor. 


Plans  have  been  drawn  up  for  what,  when  finished,  will  be  one  of  the 
world’s  greatest  bridges.  This  new  structure  is  to  cross  the  river  Mersey  at 
Liverpool.  It  will  be  of  arched  suspension  type  in  three  spans,  the  roadway 
being  suspended  from  an  arch.  Each  span  will  have  a clear  waterway  of  1,000 
ft.,  the  center  span  having  a clear  headway  of  150  ft.  above  high  water  of  or- 
dinary spring  tides.  The  bridge  will  aUow  for  a roadway  40  ft.  in  width, 
sufficient  for  at  least  fuor  lines  of  wheel  traffic,  and  two  outer  footways,  each 
7 ft.  6 In.  wide,  the  roadway  being  laid  with  wood  and  the  footpaths  with 
granolithic  pavement.  In  addition  to  the  provision  for  ordinary  wheel  and 
passenger  traffic,  an  ovorhead  electric  tramway  is  to  be  constructed  along  the 
center  of  the  road. — American  Engineer . 


A scheme  to  utilize  the  World’s  Fair  buildings  when  the  Exposition  is  ended 
was  recently  suggested  by  Maj.  J.  G.  Pangborn,  President  of  the  American 
Exhibitors’  Association.  His  idea  is  to  make  Jackson  Park  the  union  station 
for  all  the  railroads  entering  Chicago.  The  great  buildiog  now  devoted  to 
manufactures  and  liberal  arts  would  be  the  central  station,  the  largest  and 
finest  in  the  world.  The  advantage  of  the  lake  froutage  for  water  traffic,  the 
many  hotels  in  the  vicinity,  the  easy  communication  with  tbe  elevated  and  ca- 
ble lines,  and  the  fact  that  tbe  terminal  faculties  already  provide  for  every 
trunk  railroad  were  dwelt  upon. — National  Car  and  Locomotive  Builder. 


The  extremely  uniform  covering  of  foreign  passenger  cars,  which  many  vis- 
itors to  the  World’s  Fair  notice  as  being  remarkable,  is  doe  to  the  siding  being 
of  steel  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  thick.  This  practice  of  using  steel  for 
covering  is  followed  because  the  material  is  cheaper  than  good  wood  siding, 
and  the  claim  is  made  that  it  takes  a better  polish  than  wood  and  wears  looger 
without  revarnishing.  Those  who  have  had  experience  with  iron  cars  in  this 
c<  untry  agree  that  the  outside  finish  is  more  easily  maintained,  as  there  are  no 
nails  to  work  out  and  no  cracking  to  damage  the  paint  and  varnish. — Locomo- 
tive Engineering. 
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FROM  THE  CENTER  TO  THE  CIRCUMFERENCE. 


Stanford  University,  September,  1893. 

From  Chicago  to  San  Francisco  is  a great  distance.  Even  with 
the  splendid  system  of  limited  trains  and  all  the  conveniences  of 
modern  travel,  it  is  a long  and  fatiguing  iourney,  and  the  traveler 
feels  a sense  of  relief  when  he  steps  from  the  ferry  at  the  City  of  the 
Golden  Gate.  I think,  possibly,  the  reader  may  feel  some  interest 
in  a condensed  account  of  our  overland  trip,  before  we  settle  down 
to  our  usual  discussion  of  the  practical  questions  of  the  day  and  age. 

Two  weeks  were  spent  very  pleasantly  at  Terre  Haute,  our  old 
home,  visiting  relatives  and  friends,  and  receiving  many,  cordial 
wishes  for  a safe  journey  and  a pleasant  sojourn  in  our  new  home. 
People  always  feel  an  especial  interest  in  those  who  are  going  to  live 
in  California  or  any  of  the  states  on  the  Pacific  coast.  It  is  so  far 
away  and  so  much  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment.  We  were  dieap- 

Eointed  to  learn  that  Mr.  Debs  was  in  Wyoming  and  we  should  not 
ave  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him.  We  called  several  times  on  Mrs. 
Selby  and  tried  to  speak  an  encouraging  word  which  might  help  a 
little  in  the  brave  struggle  she  is  making  to  rise  up  out  of  her  great 
sorrow,  but  at  such  times  words  are  always  weak  and  inadequate. 

We  left  Chicago  on  a beautiful  Sunday  in  August,  via  the  C.  B.  & 
Q.  R.  R.,  and  made  our  first  stop  at  Colorado  Springs.  After  a re- 
freshing night’s  rest  at  “The  Antlers,”  an  excellent  hotel,  we  started 
early  the  next  morning  for  Manitou.  I had  visited  this  place  before 
but  was  desirous  that  my  daughter  should  see  its  beauties.  We 
drove  through  the  Garden  of  the  Gods,  which  has  a world- wide  fame. 
There  is  nothing  like  it  on  the  globe.  On  a smooth  and  easy  carriage 
road  one  winds  in  and  out  among  great  rocks  of  red  sandstone  that 
tower  hundreds  of  feet  upwards  and  assume  many  fantastic  shapes. 
There  are  castles  and  towers,  gateways  and  sentinels;  some  in  the 
form  of  huge  toadstools,  anvils,  sea  lions,  buffaloes,  stage  coaches — 
indeed,  with  but  slight  effort  of  the  imagination  one  can  find  striking 
resemblances  to  an  infinite  variety  of  objects.  Some  of  these  huge 
bowlders  aTe  so  perfectly  balanced  it  seems  as  if  a touch  would  send 
them  crashing  down,  but  there  they  have  stood  for  centuries.  What 
convulsion  of  nature  placed  this  wilderness  of  mighty  monuments 
within  this  limited  space,  as  smooth  as  if  wrought  with  a chisel, 
standing  in  the  midst  of  a barren  desert?  This  is  a question  which 
has  puzzled  the  geologists  of  many  countries,  who  have  studied  these 
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peculiar  formations.  On  their  sides  are  curious  tracings  resembling 
the  human  form,  the  heads  of  animals,  etc.,  but  nowhere  the  faintest 
hieroglyphic  to  tell  their  own  history,  and,  apparently,  it  will  remain 
an  unsolved  mystery  to  the  end  of  time. 

There  are  many  most  interesting  points  at  Manitou,  among  th«m 
a drive  along  Ute  Pass,  the  ancient  Indian  trail,  which  formerly  was 
a narrow  ledge  on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  but  by  blasting  and 
filling  has  become  a wagon  road,  which  winds  up  to  the  summit  of 
the  mountain  and  brings  the  traveler  to  the  Grand  Cavern.  This  is 
only  one  of  several  immense  cavities  in  the  sides  of  the  mountains. 
Hundreds  of  people  could  enter  it  at  one  time,  it  is  cool  and  dry  and 
has  many  stalactites  and  stalagmites.  In  one  place,  away  up  in  a 
dark  and  gloomy  dome,  these  take  the  form  of  long,  thin  segments, 
from  three  to  eight  feet  in  length  and  several  inches  wide,  fastened 
securely  in  the  sides  of  the  cave.  By  means  of  a ladder,  a young 
man  climbs  up  into  these  dark  recesses,  and  placing  his  lantern  on  a 
projecting  rock,  he  strikes  these  crystal  notes  with  a little  mallet 
and  plays  any  tune  desired.  To  hear  “America”  or  “Nearer  my  God 
to  Thee,”  played  upon  this  great  natural  organ  seemed  strangely 
appropriate,  but  when  “After  the  Ball”  sends  out  its  flippant  notes, 
one  feels  that  it  is  a sacrilege.  The  register  shows  that  20,000  persons 
visited  this  cave  last  year.  The  attractions  about  Manitou  are  end- 
less. There  are  mountains  and  caves,  falls,  glens,  picturesque  drives, 
natural  parks,  diversified  mountain  scenery,  fine  mineral  springs  and 
the  purest  air  in  the  world.  There  are  a number  of  fine  hotels  and 
it  is  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  pleasure  resorts  in  the  country.  The 
visitor,  of  course,  will  go  to  the  top  of  Pike’s  Peak,  which  he  can  do 
at  his  ease  in  a comfortable  car,  while  a locomotive  does  the  work, 
and  there,  with  his  head  in  the  clouds,  he  can  forget  for  & brief 
moment  that  he  belongs  to  the  earth. 

THE  CAftONS  OF  COLORADO. 

The  traveler  who  can  spare  the  time  and  submit  to  the  inconven- 
iences will  eo  arrange  his  trip  as  to  travel  by  dayliaht  through  the 
unparalleled  scenery  that  lies  along  the  route  of  the  Denver  & Rio 
Grande  railroad.  He  will  be  many  times  repaid.  It  is  not  equalled 
in  this  country  and  I doubt  if  anywhere  abroad  can  be  found  such  a 
spectacle.  There  is  every  variety  of  natural  scenery  and,  in  addition, 
an  exhibit  of  as  wonderful  feats  of  engineering  skill  as  ever  ware 
performed  by  man.  We  left  Colarado  Springs  at  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning  and  a ride  of  a few  hours  brougnt  us  to  the  thriving  little 
city  of  Pueblo.  It  seems  to  have  risen  up  out  of  the  desert,  as,  in- 
deed, it  has.  All  roundabout  appears  barren,  and  yet  experience  his 
shown  that  only  water  is  needed  to  produce  the  most  excellent  re- 
sults. The  water  is  in  the  mountains,  and  how  to  get  it  to  the  sands 
is  the  problem  which  man  is  considering  and  gradually  bringing  to 
a solution.  At  Pueblo  are  the  gieat  Colorado  Coal  and  Iron  Works, 
one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  world,  and  many  large  smelters 
for  gold  and  silver  ore.  It  has  numerous  mills  and  manufactures 
and  is  a prominent  thoroughfare  for  western  travel. 
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From  Pueblo  we  turn  our  faces  westward  again.  The  first  point 
of  interest  is  Cafion  City,  situated  at  the  entrance  to  the  largest  cafion 
ever  penetrated  by  a railroad.  At  Hot  Springs,  a mile  away,  we 
enter  the  “Grand  Cafion  of  the  Arkansas  River,’’  one  of  the  wonders 
of  the  world.  This  river  here  breaks  through  the  mountains^  follow- 
ing the  pathway  of  the  cafion.  The  narrowest  part  of  this  is  called 
the  “Royal  Gorge.”  Visitors  come  from  Europe  to  traverse  this 
Gorge,  and  it  does  not  seem  possible  that  any  should  ever  experience 
a disappointment.  At  first  sight  it  would  seem  incredible  that  the 
wildest  imagination  would  ever  conceive  of  building  a railroad 
through  these  rocky  recesses  where  there  was  scarcely  room  for  the 
river  to  find  a tortuous  pathway.  The  road  was  needed,  however, 
and  the  wonderful  brain  of  man  found  the  way.  The  granite  sides 
of  the  mountain  were  blasted  away  and  the  road  bed  was  literally 
forced  from  nature.  It  follows  the  contour  of  the  cliffs,  with  the 
Bwift  and  muddy  river  so  close  that  one  could  step  from  the  ties  into 
the  water.  For  seven  miles  the  road  runs  between  these  cliffs  of 
solid  granite,  from  1,000  to  2,627  feet  in  height.  As  the  train  rushes 
through  this  awful  fissure,  only  a faint  strip  of  blue  sky  can  be  seen 
over  head,  and  the  roar  of  the  train  mingles  with  that  of  the  river 
as  it  foams  and  dashes  over  the  great  boulders.  At  one  point  where 
it  was  impossible  to  gain  the  necessary  space  from  the  masses  of  un- 
yielding rock,  an  iron  bridge  is  suspended  from  the  overhanging 
walls.  The  spreading  of  a rail,  the  breaking  of  a girder  would  mean 
— eternity.  Man  seems  but  an  atom,  a speck  upon  the  face  of  nature, 
and  yet — it  was  his  master  mind  that  triumphed  over  nature  and 
wrested  from  her  the  pathway  she  denied. 

After  passing  through  this  mighty  chasm  we  follow  the  winding 
path  of  the  river  for  many  miles  through  the  mountains.  Sometimes 
thev  are  high,  rugged  and  rock-crowned,  sometimes  gently  sloping 
and  covered  with  verdure.  Occasionally,  in  a tiny  valley,  one  sees 
a little  house,  with  a garden  patch,  a cow,  a dog,  and  children  stand- 
ing in  the  door,  and  he  speculates  on  the  fate  that  places  them  in 
this  spot  of  utter  isolation  and  wonders  what  manner  of  life  they 
lead.  And  then  he  looks  at  the  immense  spaces  of  mountains  ana 
valleys,  solitary  and  uninhabited,  and  he  thinks  of  the  tenement 
houses  of  cities,  whose  inmates  have  scarcely  a place  to  lay  their 
heads  or  a cubic  foot  of  air  to  breathe.  And  again  he  ponders,  help- 
lessly and  hopelessly,  upon  the  terrible  inequalities  of  life. 

Toward  evening  we  reach  Salida,  and  here  we  must  stop  and 
remain  over  night,  if  we  would  see  the  rest  of  this  gorgeous  pano- 
rama by  daylight.  It  is  always  a relief,  when  making  a long  journey, 
to  stop  off  ana  sleep  in  a Christian  bed.  After  several  nights  on  a 
sleeping  car  it  is  difficult  to  have  anv  respect  for  one’s  self  or  one's 
fellow  passengers.  The  sun  was  haraly  above  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains the  next  morning  when  we  boarded  our  train  for  the  famous 
ride  over  Marshall  Pass.  From  the  moment  of  starting,  there  is  a 
steady  ascent,  accomplished  by  a series  of  bewildering  curves  and 
convolutions.  The  great  mountain  range  must  be  crossed  and  it  can 
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be  done  only  by  following  the  windings  of  the  gulches  in  an  intricate 
maze.  Weaving  in  and  out,  the  road  creeps  upward,  terrace  above 
terrace,  doubling  upon  its  track.  The  accent  is  by  an  almost  spiral 
pathway  and,  at  one  point,  the  traveler  looks  down  upon  four  fines 
of  road  which  he  has  traversed.  Far  up  on  the  mountain  side  we 
come  to  a freight  train  which  has  proved  too  heavy  for  its  motive 
power  of  three  engines.  We  join  our  force  to  theirs  and  our  train, 
with  five  engines,  proceeds  slowly  upward.  At  times  we  can  look 
out  of  the  car  window  and  see  both  ends  of  our  train.  We  pass 
beyond  the  timber  line  and  look  down  upon  the  peaks  of  many 
mountains.  Like  great  billows  of  a mighty  ocean  they  roll  away 
into  the  illimitable  distance.  There  is  no  sensation  in  the  world  so 
inspiring  as  that  of  riding  on  and  on  upon  these  mountain  crests. 
There  is  no  scenery  on  earth  so  magnificent. 

At  length,  we  come  to  Marshall  Pass,  on  the  summit  of  old  Mount 
Ouray.  We  are  in  the  clouds,  nearly  11,000  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea.  It  has  been  gradually  growing  colder  and,  all  of  a sudden, 
at  noon  on  this  August  day,  we  find  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  a snow 
storm!  From  Marshall  Pass  we  begin  the  descent  into  the  beautiful 
and  fertile  valley  of  the  Gunnison.  Down  a winding  road,  along  the 
edge  of  precipices,  following  the  course  of  Tomichi  creek,  we  come 
down  the  mountain  sides  and  into  the  meadows  watered  by  the 
Tomichi  and  the  Gunnison.  The  town  of  Gunnison  is  beautifully 
located  in  the  heart  of  the  gold  and  silver  mining  country,  and  the 
hills  and  streams  in  the  neighborhood,  abounding  in  game  and  fish, 
make  it  a favorite  locality  for  tourists.  The  Gunnison  river  and 
valley  are  the  most  picturesque  and  beautiful  that  the  imagination 
can  conceive.  In  a little  while,  however,  the  meadows  and  wooded 
hills  and  crystal  lakes  are  left  behind,  the  scenery  becomes  more 
rugged,  the  stream  grows  narrower  and  s wifter,  the  cliffy  grow  steeper, 
we  are  approaching  the  great  “Black  Cafion.”  This  is  twice  as  long 
as  the  “Grand  Cafion  of  the  Arkansas”  and,  although  not  so  narrow 
and  so  awful  in  its  aspect,  it  is  more  interesting.  For  fourteen  miles 
we  ride  in  an  open,  observation  car  through  its  dark  and  gloomy 
reces?es.  The  cliffs  are  diversified  in  appearance,  some  of  black 
granite  and  other  of  red  sandstone,  they  rise  to  a height  of  2,500  feet. 
It  requires  no  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  see  castles  and  fortresses, 
pyramids  and  cathedrals.  On  the  sides  grow  cedars  and  pines,  and 
waterfalls  dash  down  the  cliffs.  We  cross  and  recross  many  times 
the  swift,  dark  river,  where  the  sunlight  never  falls;  we  gaze  in  silent 
awe  at  that  gigantic  pinnacle,  the  Cumeanti  Needle,  and  when  we 
emerge  from  these  vast  depths,  at  Cimarron,  we  feel  that  all  else 
which  nature  ever  may  present  will  seem  dwarfed  and  small  by 
comparison. 

For  many  miles,  after  leaving  Montrose,  the  scenery  is  peculiarly 
interesting.  Across  a wide  expanse  of  desert  are  seen  great  groups  of 
red  sandstone  formations  which  so  startle  the  traveler  by  their  re- 
semblance  to  castles  and  churches  and  cities,  that  he  is  confused  and 
bewildered  by  the  illusion.  Seen  in  the  warm  glow  of  a declining 
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sun,  they  are  bathed  in  a mist  of  purple  and  rose  and  gold  that  baf- 
fles all  description,  and  this  scene  forms  a fitting  finale  to  an  expeii- 
ence  which  would  amply  repay  the  traveler,  even  though  it  had  cost 
him  infinitely  more  time  and  money  and  inconvenience.  Evening 
brings  us  to  Grand  Junction,  425  miles  from  Denver,  at  the  junction 
of  the  Grand  and  Gunnison  rivers,  on  the  western  border  of  Colorado. 
The  early  morning  finds  us  passing  through  Castle  Gate,  two  huge 
pillars  five  hundred  feet  high,  of  a deep,  red  sandstone,  guarding  the 
entrance  to  the  “ Price  River  Cation.’7  For  many  miles  are  wonder- 
ful cliffs  and  beautiful  river  and  mountain  scenery.  In  a few  hours 
we  enter  the  rich  and  fertile  Utah  Valley,  the  garden  spot  of  the 
west. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY. 

Through  the  pretty  town  of  Provo  and  past  that  lovely  body  of 
water,  Utah  Lake,  flowing  through  the  river  Jordan  to  join  its  waters 
with  those  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  we  come  at  last  to  Salt  Lake  City, 
which  we  consider  worthy  of  a visit.  We  find  it  to  be  a thriving 
town  which  has  improved  wonderfully  within  the  past  few  years. 
The  town  was  beautifully  laid  out  by  the  original  Mormon  settlers. 
The  streets  measure  a hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  from  curb  to  curb, 
and  are  finely  shaded  by  large  trees.  Under  Gentile  administration 
they  are  being  extensively  paved  with  asphalt,  and  there  is  an  excel- 
lent system  of  electric  railways.  To  a stranger  the  interest  centers 
in  the  associations  connected  with  the  Morman  dynasty.  The  old 
Tithing  House,  where  a tenth  of  all  the  products  were  taken  to  be 
sold  for  the  church,  is  the  first  spot  to  be  visited.  On  the  same 
square  is  the  famous  “Bee  Hive,”  or  city  residence  of  Brigham  Young. 
All  of  these  are  enclosed  in  stone  walls,  very  high  and  thick,  but 
through  the  open  gates  (for  mystery  is  no  longer  desired)  we  get 
glimpses  of  a number  of  houses,  apparently  divided  into  apartments 
or  suites  of  several  rooms.  The  street  is  spanned  by  a splendid  arch 
surmounted  by  great  bronze  eagles,  built  by  President  Y oung.  Across 
the  street  is  the  pretentious  residence  occupied  by  “Amelia,”  the 
favorite  wife.  All  of  these  wives  and  their  numerous  children  are 
scattered  now,  and  it  would  be  useless  to  repeat  any  of  the  marvel- 
lous tales  that  are  told  in  regard  to  them. 

Occpuying  an  entire  block,  which  includes  ten  acres,  are  the 
grounds  containing  the  Temple  and  the  Tabernacle,  and  surrounded 
by  a very  high  wall.  The  latter  is  the  ugliest  building  imaginable, 
resembling  a great  ante-diluvian  turtle,  and  yet  it  is  one  of  the  most 
wonderful  structures  in  the  country.  It  seats  several  thousand  peo- 
ple, its  arched  roof  has  no  visible  support,  and  its  acoustic  properties 
are  so  perfect  that  a whisper  on  the  platform  can  be  heard  distinctly 
in  the  farthest  comer  of  the  gallery.  The  Temple  is  one  of  the  beau- 
tiful buildings  of  the  world.  It  is  built  of  gray  granite,  covers  an 
area  of  21,850  feet  and  rests  upon  a foundation  wall  sixteen  feet  wide 
and  sixteen  feet  deep.  It  is  99  feet  wide  and  186  feet  long  and  has 
six  towers,  rising  into  the  air  222  feet,  and  the  central  one  is  sur- 
mounted by  a magnificent  statue,  twelve  and- a-half  feet  high.  It 
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represents  the  angel  Moroni,  blowing  a trumpet,  and  is  made  of 
hammered  copper  gilded  with  pure  gold  leaf.  It  was  completed  and 
dedicated  April  6th,  1893,  just  forty  years  from  the  day  it  was  com- 
menced. The  story  of  its  building  would  cover  the  remarkable 
history  of  the  Mormon  people  during  this  period.  The  interior  of 
this  Temple  is  said  to  be  magnificent  in  finish  and  decoration  but 
only  a chosen  few  are  permitted  to  enter.  “The  general  public  will 
be  admitted  at  five  dollars  a head,  before  a year,”  said  a scoffing  Gen- 
tile. We  visit  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  the  noted  Garfield  Beach  and  the 
new  resort,  Saltaire,  with  their  pavilions,  their  bands  of  music  and 
their  fine  beaches.  A chapter  might  be  written  of  this  interesting 
place;  but  ppace  forbids. 

It  is  with  something  of  reluctance  we  take  the  Southern  Pacific,  at 
Ogden,  and  start  on  the  long,  hot  and  dreary  journey  across  the 
Nevada  desert.  Wide,  arid  wastes  of  burning  alkali  sands,  bare  and 
blinding  stretches  of  mountains  in  the  distance,  the  scorching  sun 
shining  out  of  a brazen  sky — there  is  nothing  to  relieve  this  terrible 
trip  except  an  occasional  oasis  where  the  train  stops  for  water  and 
the  passengers  rush  from  tbe  cars  for  a sight  of  green  grass  and  a 
breath  of  fresh  air.  The  desert  comes  to  an  end  at  last,  and  Reno, 
which  marks  its  termination,  will  ever  remain  a name  blessed  in 
memory.  We  begin  the  ascent  of  the  Sierra  Nevadas  and  the  cool 
mountain  air  rusnes  in  like  a breath  from  heaven.  Rocks,  rivers 
and  mountains  form  a magnifioent  panorama  of  natural  beauty. 
Truckee  is  “ roofed  like  an  Alpine  village”  and  suggests  the  snows  of 
winter,  and  two  great  engines  bring  us  to  the  highest  point  on  the 
road,  Summit,  on  the  very  top  of  the  ‘‘divide,”  which  separates  the 
waters  of  the  mountains  and  sends  them  to  the  east  ana  the  west 
Over  7,000  feet  above  the  sea,  we  can  still  look  upward  to  the  moun- 
tain peaks  3,000  feet  overhead. 

It  would  be  idle  to  attempt  a description  of  the  scenerv.  The 
mountain  pass,  Gape  Horn,  has  an  international  fame.  The  road 
bed  is  carved  from  solid  rock  and  the  passenger  may  look  straight 
down  into  a chasm  2,500  feet  in  depth,  as  his  train  apparently  dingB 
to  the  rocky  mountain  side.  Through  tunnels,  past  abandoned  gold 
fields,  we  reachat  last  the  fertile  plains  of  California,  the  unsurpassed 
farming  regions  of  the  Sacramento  Valley.  Sacramento  is  the  capi- 
tal, the  geographical  center,  and  the  great  distributing  point  oi 
California,  and  a beautiful  city.  Only  those  who  have  experienced 
it,  can  know  the  enjoyment  of  riding  through  these  superb  valleys, 
rich  in  all  the  most  bountiful  products  of  nature,  after  the  long 
journey  through  barren  mountains,  rocky  cafions  and  desert  wastes. 
It  is  paradise  after  purgatory.  The  heart  thrilJs  with  joy  and  over- 
flows with  thankfulness,  and  every  tree,  bending  with  its  weight  of 
fruit,  every  vine  heavy  with  its  wealth  of  blossoms,  seems  to  utter  a 
welcome  to  the  weary  traveler. 

We  breathe  the  pungent  odor  and  bracing  air  that  come  over  salt 
water,  and  the  great  bay  of  San  Francisco  rolls  before  our  enraptured 
gaze.  Oakland,  set  like  Rome  on  her  seven  hills,  greets  us  from  her 
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wind-swept  cliffs.  We  are  carried  over  the  great  ferry  and  precipi- 
tated into  the  bustle  and  confusion  of  that  most  cosmopolitan  of  all 
cities — San  Francisco.  Glad,  indeed,  are  we  to  find  ourselves  in  one 
of  her  spacious  and  comfortable  hotels,  where,  after  a bath  and  a 
dinner,  we  may  forget  in  sleep  all  the  fatigues  and  discomforts  of  the 
past  week.  Another  bright,  Sunday  afternoon  finds  us  wandering 
through  the  lovely  walks  of  Golden  Gate  Park,  a masterpiece  of 
landscape  gardening,  reclaimed  from  the  sands  of  the  sea.  Bands 
are  playing,  elegant  carriages  are  rolling  by.  thousands  of  men,  women 
ana  children  are  strolling  along  the  shaded  walks  or  sitting  in  the 
radiant  sunshine.  After  awhile  we  go  down  to  the  sea-shore  and 
listen  to  the  great  waves  as  they  roll  and  break  upon  the  beach,  and 
find  infinite  amusement  in  the  antics  of  the  seals  which  cover  the 
huge  rocks.  In  the  distance  are  the  mountains;  nearer,  the  Golden 
Gate,  leading  into  the  most  perfect  harbor  in  the  world;  ships  of 
many  nations;  the  frowning  batteries  guarding  the  entrance;  the  old 
Mission  houses,  a picture  that  repays  one  for  crossing  mountains  and 
deserts. 

The  next  morning,  nine  days  after  leaving  Indiana,  we  take  our 
train,  and  an  hour’s  ride  down  the  charming  Santa  Clara  valley 
brings  us  to  our  destination — the  great  Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  Univer- 
sity, which  shall  be  described  at  some  future  time.  After  nearly 
eleven  weeks  of  travel,  extending  from  the  far  east  to  the  extreme 
west,  we  were  glad,  indeed,  to  reach  the  end  of  our  journey.  We  had 
packed  and  unpacked  our  trunks  nine  times,  and  had  slept  in  twenty 
different  places.  In  all  our  travels  not  an  accident,  not  a train  missed , 
not  a piece  of  baggage  delayed;  and  so  it  was  with  thankful  hearts 
that  we  set  about  to  put  in  order  and  make  comfortable  our  new 
home. 


WHEN  LIFE’S  JOURNEY  IS  O’ER. 


When  life's  fitful  dream  is  oyer* 

And  our  last  farewell  been  said. 

When  loved  friends  are  gathered  'ronnd  ns. 
And  tears  of  grief  for  ns  are  shed ; 

Will  the  parting  be  eternal 
When  life's  Journey  shall  be  o'er  ? 

Or  shall  we  be  re -united 
To  be  parted  nevermore  ? 


When  we've  crossed  the  cold,  dark  river, 
To  a brighter,  fairer  shore— 

When  the  Joy 6 of  heaven,  celestial, 

Shall  be  ours  forevermore. 

Will  loved  friends  now  gone  before  ns 
Meet  ns  as  we  cross  the  tide  ? 

Shall  we  know  them  in  that  haven 
Where  with  Christ  they  now  abide  ? 


When  onr  hands  are  calmly  folded. 

O'er  the  breast  so  cold  ana  still. 

When  the  heart's  deep,  strong  pulsations, 
Shall  in  slumberous  rest  be  still ; 

When  the  silence  brooding  o'er  ns. 

Tells  of  a home  more  bright  and  fair, 
Where  we've  gone  to  greet  onr  loved  ones, 
Shall  we  meet  and  know  them  there  ? 

West  Oakland,  Cal. 


When  we  leave  this  world  of  sorrow, 

And  onr  60nls  shall  be  at  rest; 

When  we  wear  a crown  of  glory— 

Onr  hearts  no  more  with  gnef  oppressed ; 
When  onr  weary  feet  shall  enter 
Heaven's  gate  that  6tand  ajar. 

May  we  meet  and  know  onr  loved  ones, 
Where  sorrow  ne'er  can  come  to  mar. 

Mr t.  Nellie  Bloom. 


L FM  6 Nov  S3 
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WOMANS  BIGHTS. 


I shall  ask  for  a small  space  in  the  columns  of  the  Magazine  to  saj  just  a 
word  on  woman  suffrage,  which  we  see  discussed  in  our  journal  and  dailv  press. 
I am  in  favor  of  woman’s  rights,  because  she  is  entitled  to  them,  although  she 
has  failed  to  secure  them,  as  yet,  and  I hope  the  day  will  not  be  far  distant  when 
woman  will  be  given  her  rights.  Some  say  she  would  neglect  her  home,  child- 
ren and  husband.  I think  not  more  so  than  men  will,  and  not  so  much,  for  she 
takes  more  interest  in  her  home.  Others  say ‘she  is  not  educated  or  qualified  to 
vote.  Look,  if  you  will,  at  those  men  who  cast  their  votes  every  election. 
Many  of  them  know  no  more  what  they  vote  for  than  a babe  would,  only  their 
fathers  voted  that  way.  Some  men  will  sell  their  vote  for  the  almighty  dollar; 
others  for  a drink.  Few  women  would  do  this,  and  few  would  not  know  what 
or  whom  they  were  voting  for.  We  all  know  that  as  a class  women  are  better 
educated  than  men.  Look  at  our  women  and  girls  who  are  holding  positions 
of  responsibility.  The  census  of  the  United  States,  of  1890,  shows  that  we 
have  2,700,000  bread  earning  women,  outside  of  domestic  service.  Out  of  100,- 

000  in  New  York  city,  three-fifths  of  them  support  families  on  small  wages. 
Cash  girls  receive  from  $1.00  to  $2.50  a week,  sales  women  from  $3.00  up  to 
$16.00  or  $18.00,  and  if  a minute  late  are  fined  30  cents.  Can  you  be  surprised 
at  the  unfortunate  girl  who  loses  all?  What  would  you  do  if  you  had  no  home 
or  friends  and  were  compelled  to  work  In  a city  at  $1.00  or  $2.00  per  week. 
You  could  not  pay  your  board  and  only  one  way  was  opened — starve  or  sell 
your  honor.  And  yet  they  have  no  influence  in  regulating  wages.  It  seems  to 
me  that  men  want  to  hold  women  as  slaves,  but  the  days  of  slavery  are  passed. 
Again,  look  at  our  liquor  bill.  The  United  States,  with  65,000,00  people  pays 
annually  $700,000,000,  or  about  $ 10.00  to  every  one  person,  for  liquor.  I would 
not  say  a word  on  this  subject  if  the  one  that  partook  of  the  cup  only  suffered, 
but  it  does  not  stop  there.  It  reaches  out  to  the  homes,  the  wife,  mother  and 
children.  It  comes  to  the  innocent  ones.  It  is  the  wife  that  puts  the  children 
to  bed  hungry;  the  wife  that  sits  waiting  for  the  foot  steps  of  a drunken  hus- 
band ; the  wife  and  children  that  are  brought  to  disgrace,  and  yet  she  has  no 
right  to  a voice  in  making  the  laws  for  her  protection.  In  other  words,  she  Is 
a slave.  You  call  and  she  comes.  Tell  her  to  go  and  she  goes.  Some  men 
think  that  a wife  is  only  given  for  a companion  at  home.  She  has  no  right  at 
all  without  asking  her  lord  and  master  (husband).  And  again,  some  say  she 
is  too  weak,  she  would  allow  her  feeling  to  rule  instead  of  iust  evidence.  But 

1 believe  you  would  see  a reform  if  women  were  given  their  rights.  I do  not 
think  you  would  see  our  trains  running  on  the  Sabbath,  as  they  do  now.  We 
brothers  would  know  when  Sunday  came,  and  get  a little  rest.  We  would  not 
see  the  liquor  sold  that  is  sold  to-day.  We  would  not  have  had  the  hard  times 
and  the  present  financial  condition  of  our  country  to-day  if  women  could  have 
voted  last  fall. 

Newton,  Ia.  E . C.  Smith . 


HOME  INFLUENCE. 


There  is  music  in  the  word  “ home;9*  to  the  old  it  brings  a bewitching  strain 
from  the  harps  of  memory;  to  the  young  it  is  a reminder  of  all  that  is  near 
and  dear  to  them. 

I once  read  a story  of  an  Englishman  who  had  left  his  home  and  native  land 
to  view  the  splendors  and  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  Paris,  that  bright  center  of 
the  world's  follies  and  pleasures.  He  had  beheld  with  delight  its  paintings 
and  wonderful  works  of  art ; yet  in  the  midst  of  his  enjoyments  temptation 
assailed  him.  Sin  was  presented  to  him  in  one  of  its  most  bewitching  garbs. 
He  drank  wildly  of  the  intoxicating  cup  until  reason  was  overwhelmed;  he 
reached  out  not  knowing  where  he  went,  the  cool  night  air  lifted  the  damp 
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locks  from  bis  heated  brow,  and  swept  with  soothing  tonch  his  flushed  cheeks. 
Strains  of  music  from  a distance  met  his  ear.  Going  in  the  direction  the 
sound  indicated,  he  at  length  distinguished  the  words  and  air;  the  song  was 
well  remembered  it  was  “ Home  Sweet  Home.”  Clear  and  sweet  the  voice  of 
some  English  singer  rose  and  fell  on  the  air.  Motionless  the  wanderer  list- 
ened till  the  last  note  floated  away  and  he  could  hear  nothing  but  the  ceaseless 
murmur  of  a great  city.  Then  he  turned  slowly  with  no  feeling  that  his  man- 
hood was  shamed  by  the  tear  which  fell  as  a bright  evidence  of  the  power  of 
song.  The  demon  which  dwells  in  the  wine  had  fled  as  the  soft  notes  of 
“Sweet  Home”  floated  to  his  ear;  memory  brought  before  him  his  own  sweet 
home.  He  saw  his  gentle  mother  and  heard  her  speak  while  honest  pride 
beamed  from  her  eye  of  her  son  in  whose  nobleness  and  honor  she  could  al- 
ways trust;  aud  his  heart  smote  him  as  he  thought  how  little  he  deserved  such 
confidence. 

He  remembered  her  last  words  of  love  and  counsel,  and  the  tearful  farewell 
of  all  those  dear  ones  who  gladdened  that  far  away  home  with  their  presence. 
Well  he  knew  their  pride  of  him  and  a tide  of  shame  swept  over  him  as  he 
felt  what  their  sorrow  would  be  could  they  have  seen  him  an  hour  before. 
Subdued  aud  repentant  he  retraced  his  steps;  and  with  the  vow  never  to  taste 
of  the  draught  that  conld  so  excite  him  to  madness  was  mingled  a deep  sense 
of  thankfulness  for  his  escape  from  further  degradation.  The  influence  of 
honor  and  the  thought  of  a tender  mother  had  protected  him,  though  the  sea 
rolled  between. 

None  can  tell  how  often  the  commission  of  crime  is  prevented  by  such  memo- 
ries. If  then  the  spell  of  home  is  so  sweet,  how  importont  it  is  to  make  it 
pleasant  and  lovable. 

Many  a time  a cheerful  home  and  smiling  face  do  more  to  make  good  and 
noble  men  than  all  the  eloquence  that  can  be  used. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  sweetest  words  in  our  language  are  mother,  home 
and  heaven,  and  one  might  almost  say  the  word  home  embraces  them  all;  for 
who  can  think  of  home  without  remembering  the  gentle  mother  who  sanctified 
it  by  her  presence  ? and  who  can  picture  a happy  home  without  a mother  ? 
and  is  not  home  the  sweetest  name  for  heaven  ? 

We  should  make  our  home  the  center  of  all  our  joys;  so  that  the  tired  ones 
on  returning  from  the  weary  cares  and  perplexities  of  life,  may  meet  nothing 
but  bright  faces  and  kind  words.  Then  if  they  are  not  good  and  happy,  we 
know  we  have  done  our  duty  and  are  not  to  blame. 

Lkadville,  Colo.  Nellie  Lawler . 


ECONOMY  AND  STYLE. 


It  is  quite  possible  to  secure  for  oneself  a very  stunning  outfit,  such  as  jew- 
els and  a handsome  rig,  at  least  long  enough  to  make  some  calls,*  and  by  not 
paying  a cent  for  it.  Mrs.  So  and  So,  being  a good  customer,  can  have  what 
she  wants  sent  home  “ on  approval,”  and  she  may  keep  it  two  or  three  days  if 
she  likes.  The  firm  may  know  very  well  that  she  uses  the  things  meanwhile. 
Indeed,  perhaps  she  stops  at  the  store  with  something  on  that  is  designated 
“ on  approval”  at  that  moment  on  account,  but  then  she  wears  things  very 
carefully  and  they  are  returned  in  perfect  condition.  Mrs.  So  and  So  gets  the 
heavenly  little  poodle  she  carries  in  just  the  same  way.  The  dog  fancier 
knows  her  to  be  a woman  of  means.  Sometimes  she  will  buy  a dog.  She 
takes  the  best  care  in  the  world  of  them,  and  if  she  wants  one  to  keep  a few 
weeks  and  find  out  whether  she  likes  him,  on  the  whole  he  does  not  lose  by  it, 
for  she  will  send  him  custom.  The  florist  is  just  as  generous.  Even  a horse, 
coupe,  harness  and  privateAdriver  can  be  had  in  just  this  way  on  trial  and  by 
no  dishonesty.  It  is  a part  of  the  first-class  tradesman’s  business  to  do  this 
kind  of  thing,  and  you  must  not  think  that  the  woman  who  has  so  many 
things  has  more  money  than  you.  Likely  as  not  it  is  merely  that  she  has  more 
brains.— Ex. 
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NOVEMBER,  1893. 


REDUCTION  OF  WAGES. 

Railroad  corporations  have  formed  a na- 
tional organization  for  purposes  which  it 
behooves  employes  to  notice  with  special 
concern.  One  of  the  ends  aimed  at  by  the 
combination  is  to  reduce  wages,  while  the 
organizations  of  railroad  employes  are  ani- 
mated by  an  intention  to  maintain  wages 
when  an  equitable  rate  l*as  been  reached, 
and  to  obtain  an  advance  when  wages  are  less 
than  reasonable  and  fair. 

The  corporations  have  seized  upon  the 
disturbances  in  business  affairs  to  put  forth 
their  ultimatums  which  require  employes  to 
surrender  at  least  10  per  cent,  of  their  wages. 
And  thus  it  is  seen  that  the  corporations  in- 
tend to  make  their  employes,  generally  over- 
worked and  underpaid,  suffer,  and  by  their 
sweat  and  toil  make  good  all  their  losses 
resulting  from  business  depression. 

Railroad  corporations,  when  business  on 
their  tracks  declines,  at  once  take  off  trains, 
reduce  the  force,  retire  men  to  idleness,  to 
wait  until  business  revives;  but  not  content 
with  this  they  demand  of  those  who  are  and 
must  be  retained,  a 10  per  cent,  reduction, 
and  notwithstanding  profit  and  loss  have 
been  equalized  by  the  discharge  of  men  and 
the  general  reduction  of  the  train  service, 
their  greed  can  be  satisfied  only  when  those 
who  are  retained  are  made  to  yield  up  a por- 
tion of  their  wages. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  state  that 
the  corporations  make  no  reduction  in  rates 
that  is  not  designed  to  swell  the  sum  total 
of  the  receipts,  as  for  Instance,  World’s 
Fair  rates,  to  induce  travel,  whereby  one 
cent  a mile  reduction  increases  the  travel 
from  fifty  per  cent  to  a hundred  per  cent. 

i nder  such  circumstances  what  ought  em- 


ployes to  do  ? We  have  no  hesitency  in 
saying  that  they  onght  to  resist  by  every 
means  in  their  power  the  reduction  of  wages. 
They  will  find  that  wages  once  reduced  they 
remain  reduced  for  long  periods,  and  prob- 
ably will  never,  except  In  rare  instances,  be 
restored.  Corporations  make  money  by  re- 
ducing wages,  the  reduction  of  wages  mean- 
ing millions  to  them,  while  it  means  sacri- 
fices to  the  employe.  Corporations  do  not 
believe  that  the  advance  in  wages  is  the  way 
to  make  money,  and  they  have  no  other  mis- 
sion In  this  world  bnt  to  accumulate  riches. 
We  advise  railroad  employes  to  resist  a de- 
cline in  wages.  The  present  business  de- 
pression will  soon  have  passed  away  to  be 
succeeded  by  business  activity,  but  if  wages 
are  reduced  long  years  will  intervene  before 
the  demands  of  justice  will  gain  a hearing. 


THE  BROTHERHOOD  AT  THE  WORLD’S 
FAIR. 

The  grand  lodge  having  received  an  invi- 
tation from  the  World’s  Congress  Auxiliary 
of  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  to  send 
representatives  to  the  Labor  Congress,  to  be 
held  at  Chicago  during  the  week  of  August 
28th,  1893,  Bros.  Wm.  F.  Hynes  and  Charles 
W.  Maier,  of  the  Board  of  Grand  Trustees, 
who  had  just  completed  their  annual  exam- 
ination of  the  grand  lodge  books,  were  dele- 
gated by  the  grand  officers  to  attend  the 
Congress  as  the  representatives  of  the  broth- 
erhood, and  in  pursuance  of  such  appoint- 
ment, they  attended  the  Congress,  and  at 
the  close  of  its  deliberations  they  filed  the 
following  report  and  address  with  the  grand 
lodge,  to  which  we  cheerfully  give  space  in 
the  Magazine  : 

Denver,  Colo.,  September  S,  im 
Mr.  F.  P.  Sargent,  Grand  Matter  B . of  L.  F.,  Tare 
Haute , IncL: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:— We  herewith  submit 
our  report  of  the  World's  Labor  Congress,  held  in 
Chicago,  August  28th,  1893,  as  delegates  appointed 
by  you  on  August  23d,  to  represent  the  Brotherhood 
of  Locomotive  Firemen  at  that  Congress,  and  also 
to  prepare  a paper  and  present  the  same  to  that 
body: 

On  the  opening  of  the  Congress  we  presented  oar 
credentials  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Lloya,  who  receiv- 
ed us  very  kindly  and  gave  us  a place  for  the  de- 
livery of  our  paper,  on  the  published  programme 
for  Wednesday,  August  80,  at  11  o'cloek.  After- 
wards, in  the  course  of  his  remarks  before  the  Con- 
gress, he  complimented  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Firemen  very  highly,  that  we  need  hardly 
mention,  was  most  gratifying  to  us. 

Mr.  Charles  O.  Bonney  opened  the  Congress  os 
Monday  morning,  in  the  Art  Institute,  in  connection 
with  those  of  tne  department  of  social  and  eco 
nomio  science,  before  an  immense  audienoe  repre- 
senting organised  labor  from  eveiy  civilised  oosn 
try  in  the  world.  On  calling  to  order,  the  preside* 
officer  read  a short  paper  on  Co-operation. 

M.  Victor  Delahaye,  the  well-known  pelibrjJ 
economist,  and  member  of  the  French  Institute, 
and  also  of  the  Superior  Council  of  Labor,  in  Par*, 
gave  a brief  address.  Then  came  the  German  as* 
Belgian  representatives,  who  were  followed  by  Mr. 
Herbert  Burrows,  of  London,  in  a short  but  power 
ful  speech  on  the  deplorable  conditiou  of  the  wise 
workers  in  England.  He  recited  the  wonderfe* 
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improvements  that  have  been  made  and  are  being 
made  by  organized  labor  in  that  country. 

Miss  Kate  Field,  ot  Washington,  D.  C.,  read  a 
very  entertaining  and  instructive  paper  that  was 
written  and  forwarded  to  her  by  JLadv  Dilke,  of 
England.  Other  prominent  ladies  of  Europe  and 
the  United  States  presented  interesting  papers  on 
woman's  place  in  the  labor  world. 

Of  course,  the  Congress  management  gave,  and 
very  properly,  the  first  place  to  the  representatives 
from  foreign  countries. 

Wide  ana  liberal  Australia  was  represented  with 
great  depth  of  thought  and  energy  of  purpose  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  labor  and  elevate  human- 
ity, as  was  also  liberty  loving  Switzerland.  Even 
Syria  was  represented,  and  strangely  enough,  by  a 
woman,  Mme.  Hanna  Korany,  of  Beyrout,  who 
read  a paper  on  Women  and  Children  in  the  Ori- 
ent. 

Those  papers  were  disposed  of  in  this  manner: 
When  a paper  was  read,  each  person,  on  sending 
their  card  to  the  chairman,  was  allowed  five  min- 
utes to  discuss  its  contents.  This  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity to  every  one,  and  resulted  in  bringing  out 
much  valuable  information. 

The  two  great  speeches  of  the  session  were  made, 
one  by  Henry  George  and  the  other  by  Dr.  Edwara 
McGlynn. 

This  report  could  be  continued  for  many  pages, 
mentioning  the  prominent  labor  leaders  ana  teach- 
ers of  labor's  school  that  participated,  and  giving 
extracts  from  their  able  papers,  but  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  you  do  not  desire  it.  However,  we 
deem  it  our  duty  to  mention  the  fact  that  the  Chi- 
cago press  failed  to  recognize  in  the  Congress  its 
great  importance  and  value  to  organized  labor,  or 
recognizing  it,  perhaps  were  anxious  to  depreciate 
it  by  their  very  meagre  and  indifferent  reports'pf 
its  proceedings.  In  our  opinion,  it  has  been  Of 
incalculable  value  to  the  cause  of  labor. 

The  Brotherhood  of  locomotive  Firemen  was  the 
only  railroad  organization  that  was  represented  by 
its  own  members. 

Attached,  please  find  a copy  of  the  paper  that  we 
had  the  honor  to  present  in  the  name  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Firemen,  to  the  Labor  Con- 
gress, and  trust  that  its  expression  will  meet  with 
your  approval.  We  also  enclose  a copy  ot  the  pub- 
lished programme.  We  remain. 

Yours  fraternally,  W.  F.  Hynes, 

Chas.  W.  Mater. 

The  following  address  was  delivered  by 
Bro.  W.  F.  Hynes  as  representing  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Locomotive  Firemen : 

ORGANIZED  LABOR  AND  THE  REPUBLIC. 

This  is  a period  unprecedented  in  the  history  of 
organized  labor. 

When  we  consider  the  occasion  and  the  great 
events  and  thrilling  memories  that  are  associated 
with  and  leads  to  its  culmination,  and  seeing  gath- 
ered in  this  mighty  assemblage  from  every  clime 
the  distinguished  and  learned  of  Church  ana  State, 
all  in  the  great  and  noble  cause  of  labor's  eleva- 
tion, I feel  what  must  be  a spark  of  that  enthusi- 
asm that  fired  the  patriotic  soul  of  Roger  D'lsle 
When  first  he  touched  the  inspiring  keynote  of  his 
ode  to  liberty. 

“ Come  children  of  my  country,  come ! 

New  glory  dawns  upon  the  world." 

And  after  all  what  is  of  more  vital  importance  to 
the  destiny  of  the  Republic  than  the  solution  of 
the  labor  problem  ? It  has  been  asserted  and  oft 
repeated  that  to  settle  the  labor  question,  you 
must  first  settle  the  woman  question.  I desire  to 
add  that  before  any  satisfactory  solution  can  be 
given  to  either,  you  must  restore  to  childhood  and 
to  youth  their  simplicity  and  innocence,  return  to 
the  sohools  their  rights  and  prerogatives,  give  back 
to  the  family  and  home  the  objects  of  their  most 
cherished  affections,  that  has  been  so  cruelly  torn 
from  them,  the  sunlight  and  music  of  childhood's 
laughter;  reduce  the  dividends  and  profits  of  the 
factories  if  you  will,  but  preserve  the  well-springs 
of  the  nation's  manhood  and  womanhood. 

Labor  has  by  its  organization  secured  that  res- 


Kct  so  long  denied  by  ignorance  and  prejudice.  It 
s in  its  wide  and  liberal  school  of  philosophy 
emphasized  the  truth  that  no  man  can  hold  a posi- 
tion so  humble  that  he  cannot  exalt  it,  nor  so  ex- 
alted that  he  cannot  degrade.  It  has  inspired  and 
encouraged  the  student  of  political  economy,  and 
elevated  and  embellished  contemporary  literature. 
As  if  anticipating  the  present  deplorable  condi- 
tion, it  has  for  years  urged  the  importance  of  the 
reduction  of  the  hours  of  labor.  This  one  reform 
alone  would  give  employment  to  thousands  that 
now  roam  the  streets  in  idleness  and  classed  with 
the  wild  and  irresponsible  mobs  of  the  unem- 
ployed. 

1 am  convinced  that  the  greatest  and  most  pow- 
erful weapon  in  the  hands  of  the  labor  of  the 
United  States  is  the  ballot-box.  Here  obnoxious 
and  unjust  laws  can  be  repealed  and  wise  and  pru- 
dent measures  enacted.  Through  it  an  unworthy 
servant  of  the  people  receives  his  severest  punish- 
ment and  the  faithful  his  highest  reward. 

Whatever  complaints  may be  made  against  it,  they 
are  of  our  own  making.  The  ballot-box  is  the 
voice  of  the  people  and  through  it  those  great 
economic  propositions  will  be  placed  in  actual  op- 
eration. The  great  service  that  it  can  be  made  to 
perform  for  the  cause  of  labor  is  not  fully  realized 
at  present.  The  power  and  influence  of  the  ballot 
for  good,  advances  with  the  intelligence  of  the  vo- 
ter, and  there  is  where  organized  tabor  will  make 
its  greatest  gains. 

Let  us  look  for  a moment  at  some  of  the  condi- 
tions that  surround  the  toilers  and  harrass  their 
patience  until  such  ominous  murmurings  are  heard 
that  even  now  have  reached  our  doors,  for  indeed, 
“ The  veriest  jade  will  wince  whose 
Harness  rings  so  much  into  the  raw, 

As  quite  to  wrong  her  beyond  the  rules  of  post- 
ing; 

And  the  mob  at  last  get  tired  of  imitating  Job." 

Those  who  build  collossal  fortunes  and  permit 
their  workmen,  who  have  so  materially  aided  in 
the  success  of  their  business,  to  live  in  constant 
dread  of  poverty's  wolf,  that  ever  watches  at  their 
doorsteps,  harbors  a brutality  that  may  be  under- 
stood or  even  expected  under  governments  of 
monarchy  and  steel,  but  is  nevertheless  a crime 
wherever  permitted. 

Marie  De  Medicis  luxuriating  in  her  nomp  and 
voluptousness,  had  erected  the  magnificent  and 
now  historic  palaoes  of  the  Louxenbourg,  forgot, 
if  she  ever  knew,  that  David  D* Anvers  under  the 
inspiration  of  his  dawning  genius,  had  beautified 
their  walls  with  his  matchless  skill  and  ingenuity 
for  sixteen  cents  a day.  The  enormities  of  1793  had 
followed.  To-day  thousands  of  families  can  be 
found,  without  the  use  of  a search  light,  whose  in- 
come does  not  exceed  this,  and  we  who  have  lived 
to  see  the  eye  lit  up  by  the  fire  of  Indignation,  or  grow 
soft  and  tender  under  the  dew  or  pity's  tear,  can 
understand  and  appreciate  Goldsmith's  warning : 

“ 111  fares  the  land,  to  hastening  ills  a prey. 
Where  wealth  accumulates  and  men  decay." 
Labor  protests  against  that  alleged  charity  made 
possible  by  the  denial  of  justice.  And  those  pa- 
tronizing gifts  that  are  periodically  heralded  over 
the  lana  reminds  one  or  the  baodft  who  first  robs 
you  and  then  returns  a fractional  portion  of  the 
spoil,  that  you  may  bless  his  generosity  and  mag- 
nanimity. If  we  had  more  justice,  we  would  have 
less  need  for  charity.  I sometimes  think  it  would 
be  better  to  take  the  bandage  from  the  eyes  of 
Justice  and  place  them  upon  those  of  Charity. 

The  great  fundamental  truths  upon  which  the 
whole  fabric  of  this  government  is  constructed,  arc 
the  very  essence  of  those  studies  in  economics  that 
is  agitating  the  world  to-day,  and  to  whose  schools 
of  thought,  organized  labor  has  given  its  greatest 
number  of  pupils,  questions  that  underlie  the  so- 
cial evils  ot  our  civilization  and  must  be  met  and 
solved  sooner  or  later.  True,  human  nature  can 
not  be  changed.  From  out  its  natural  imperfecl 
state,  perfection  can  never  emanate,  but  I feel  that 
man’s  social  condition  can  be  wonderfully  im- 

E roved.  The  democracy  of  the  American  people 
as  set  the  pace,  and  the  world  rejoices  in  ros] 
hopes  of  emancipation. 
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“I’M  HUNGRY.” 

At  a meeting  of  the  unemployed  of  Chi- 
cago, held  August  22,  a workingman  by  the 
name  of  C.  N.  Keed,  a piano  finisher,  made 
a speech  reported  in  the  Inter- Ocean,  as  fol- 
lows : 

“ We  would  like  to  hear  from  any  brother  who 
hasn’t  spoken  yet,”  he  said.  “I haven’t  catena 
bite  for  two  days,  and  my  wife  lies  at  home  sick 
and  starving.  I’ve  looked  for  work  until  I’m  worn 
out,  and  where  is  it  to  end  ?” 

Mr.  Heed’s  speech  contains,  for  its  length, 
a wonderful  amount  of  pathos.  It  is  par- 
ticularly pathetic.  He  tried  to  say  more, 
but  choked,  and  tears  streamed  from  his 
eyes  and  ran  down  nis  cheeks.  No  food  for 
two  days.  No  wonder  his  first  words  were 
“I’m  hungry.”  Probably  Mr.  Reed  is  one 
of  those  sturdy,  law  abiding  working  men 
who  would  rather  starve  than  steal,  would 
rather  see  his  sick  wife  die  than  keep  her 
alive  on  food  dishonestly  obtained ; one  of 
nature’s  noblemen,  one  of  those  who  consti- 
tute the  “ salt  of  the  earth  and  the  light  of 
the  world.”  But  how  long  can  the  most 
heroic  resist  the  pangs  of  hunger  in  a land 
where  food  is  in  boundless  abundance. 
What  must  result  when  thousands  of  men 
and  women  parade  the  streets,  exclaiming  in 
unison  “I’m  hungry.” 

Why  this  state  of  affairs?  Why  this 
army  of  idle  men,  this  menacing  peril?  The 
banks  have  locked  up  the  currency.  Pro- 
prietors have  shut  down  factory,  mill,  forge 
and  mine.  Railroad  managers  are  reducing 
forces.  The  army  of  the  idle  increases,  and 
in  midsummer  the  cry  is  heard,  “ I’m  hun- 
gry.” Will  it  be  heard  when  the  mercury  is 
down  to  zero  ? 


The  Switchmen's  Journal  has  an  editorial 
article,  captioned,  “Turn  about  is  fair  play” 
in  which  reference  is  made  to  the  wide  spread 
discharge  of  men  by  railroad  corporations. 
In  the  course  of  the  article  the  editor  says : 

Already  a reduction  has  been  pot  into  effect  in 
such  branches  of  the  service  in  whioh  the  men  are 
not  organized,  and  hence  were  not  able  to  resist  any 
snch  attempts  as  are  the  organized  men  in  the  op* 
crating  branches.  The  companies,  having  no  resist- 
ance to  fear,  6imply  announced  a reduction  and  the 
employes  had  no  option  but  to  submit  to  the  cot  or 
give  up  their  positions.  In  the  transportation  de- 
partment the  existence  of  the  various  organizations 
made  it  necessary  for  the  companies  to  proceed 
with  neater  caution.  What  we  mean  by  the  trans- 

Sortation  department  is  the  engineers,  firemen,  con- 
uctors,  trainmen,  switchmen,  etc. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  name  the  corpor- 
ations that  have  failed  to  put  into  opera- 
tion their  reduction  policy,  because  of  “the 
existence  of  the  various  organizations;”  our 
observations  lead  us  to  conclude  that  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  get  the  various  or- 
ganizations to  act  as  a unit,  no  matter  what 
the  cause  may  be.  There  is  always  a large 
number  voting  the  way  the  corporation  would 
like  to  have  them.  The  discussion  of  the 


reasons  why  the  corporations  demand  a re- 
duction of  wages  has  little  or  no  effect  upon 
a large  body  of  employes,  they  simply  vote 
to  submit,  setting  forth  as  a reason,  if  they 
strike  the  corporation  can  promptly  find  men 
to  take  their  places,  and  hence,  instead  of  a 
reduction  of  wages,  they  would  be  out  of 
employment  and  have  no  wages  at  all. 

Early  last  spring  the  switchmen  employed  by  var 
ions  railroads  made  an  application  for  more  pay. 
A great  howl  went  up  that  they  were  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  corporation  by  means  of  the  increased 
traffic  caused  by  the  World’s  Pair.  The  metropoli- 
tan press  severely  denounced  this  movement,  and 
the  railroad  corporations  were  harsh  in  their  criti- 
cisms. The  pnblic  got  an  impression  that  the  men 
were  trying  to  take  an  undue  advantage.  The  com- 

{>anies  refused  to  accede  to  the  request  and  the  men 
et  the  matter  drop.  Now  that  the  men  are  placed 
at  a disadvantage  some  of  the  railroads  are  inclined 
to  do  precisely  the  same  thing  for  which  they  de- 
nounced the  switchmen  so  severely  last  spring. 
Many  of  the  men  are  out  of  work,  and  those  who 
have  employment  know  that  with  so  large  an  army 
of  the  unemployed  their  position  is  not  so  strong 
as  U6uaL  The  organizations  are  nnder  large  ex- 
pense and  loss  owing  to  the  great  number  of  men 
out  of  work.  Thus  the  men  are  placed  at  a disad- 
vantage, and  it  does  not  seem  that  the  railroads 
have  any  scruples  now  about  taking  advantage  of 
this  condition  of  affairs. 

The  foregoing  quotation  from  the  Journal's 
article  indicates  that  the  switchmen  were 
more  alive  to  the  Influence  of  public  opinion 
at  the  time  they  demanded  more  pay  than 
the  corporations  now  are  in  demanding  a re- 
duction. “Public  opinion,”  so  called,  is  al- 
ways a manufactured  article  and  can  be  had 
as  demanded  by  the  use  of  money;  and  as 
the  corporation  has  always  had  a larger  bank 
account  than  the  organization  could  boast  of, 
public  opinion  has  been  on  the  side  of  the 
corporation.  The  “turn  about”  and  the  “fair 
play”  of  which  the  Journal  speaks  will  come 
when  men  can  be  taught  that  “an  injury  to 
one  is  the  concern  of  all.”  When  that  good 
time  will  come  the  Lord  only  knows;  it  is 
not  yet  in  sight. 


Thomas  A.  Lynch,  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.. 
has  been  placed  in  nomination  for  Member 
of  the  Assembly  of  his  state  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  all  men  who  are  in  favor  of  hav- 
ing labor  represented  in  our  legislative  halls 
will  support  him  at  the  polls.  Bro.  Lynch 
is  a member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomo- 
tive Firemen  whose  record  bears  ample  testi- 
mony that  his  heart  throbs  responsive  to 
every  interest  of  workingmen.  The  Globe 
says  of  him : 

While  a conductor  he  was  injured  in  an  unavoid- 
able accident  which  unfitted  him  for  that  pocitioe. 
and  he  became  a firemen.  In  due  course  of  time  ke 
was  made  a locomotive  engineer.  After  handbag 
the  throttle  for  two  years  his  injury  compelled  him 
to  give  up  railroading,  and  he  found  employment 
in  a carriage  shop  in  this  city  where  he  has  since 
been  at  work.  While  railroading  he  realized  tfce 
necessity  of  organization  and  labored  to  make  tke 
railroad  men  more  harmonious.  He  induced  the 
firemen  to  organize  the  local  lodge  in  Watertown 
and  he  also  took  an  active  part  in  organizing  tke 
carriage-makers' organization.  He  has  been  elected 
four  times  as  delegate  to  the  convention  of  Brother 


Digitized  by  ^ooQle 


LOCOMOTIVE  FIREMEN’S  MAGAZINE. 


973 


hood  of  Locomotive  Firemen  and  represented  the 
carriage  and  wagon  workers  of  this  city  in  their  an- 
nual convention  held  in  Chicago  lost  August.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Trades  Assembly  and  several  of 
the  labor  organizations  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Lynch  is  an  able  representative  of  the  laboring 
classes.  He  stands  high  among  the  labor  organiza- 
tions of  the  city,  and  has  many  friends  among  work- 
ingmen. Mr.  Lynch  is  emphatically  the  working- 
man’s candidate,  and  he  ought  to  receive  the  votes 
of  all  who  desire  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  honest 
labor. 

The  Magazine  heartily  endorses  what  is 
said  in  commendation  of  Bro.  Lynch  whom 
it  knows  to  be  an  honest,  conscientious  man 
who  could  be  relied  upon  under  all  circum- 
stances to  faithfully  represent  his  constitu- 
ency. Every  workingman  should  regard  it 
a privilege  as  well  as  a duty  to  cast  his 
vote  for  such  a man. 


Tiie  Bailroad  Trainmen's  Journal  for  Octo- 
ber, has  a well  written  article  on  “ Railroad 
magnates  in  their  true  colors,”  in  which  the 
purpose  of  the  reduction  policy  is  fairly 
outlined.  Referring  to  the  policy  of  the 
railroad  magnates,  the  Journal  says : 

Not  satisfied  with  a fair  return  he  reduces  work- 
ing forces  about  one  half  and  then  notifies  the  re- 
mainder a reduction  in  wages  is  necessary  that  he 
may  conduct  the  business.  The  force  reduced  and 
with  two  men  for  every  position  the  reduction  i6 
easy  of  accomplishment.  As  soon  as  the  reduction 
is  fully  in  operation  the  men  are  taken  back  by  de- 
grees until  all  are  at  work,  but  at  a reduction.  The 
railroads  adopted  this  plan.  Men  were  laid  off  in 
large  numbers  and  the  wages  reduced.  They  will 
all  nave  to  be  taken  back  for  no  road  can  be  opera- 
ted without  having  the  attention  given  to  mainten- 
ance that  the  business  demands  and  men  are  nec- 
essary and  sooner  or  later  will  all  be  re-employed. 
The  same  plan  of  reduction  was  applied  to  the 
men  in  the  train  service.  While  business  is  dull 
the  men  are  not  all  needed ; the  number  of  crews 
is  reduced  and  then  the  companies  use  the  large 
number  of  unemployed  to  intimidate  the  remain- 
der to  an  acceptance  of  their  terms  without  any 
hostile  demonstration. 

What  did  the  various  brotherhoods  con- 
clude would  remedy  such  a state  of  affairs  ? 
The  answer  is,  system  federation.  It  has 
been  tried  on  the  Big  Four  system,  and  pro- 
duced a first-class  fizzle.  The  brotherhoods 
whose  members  received  the  largest  pay, 
and  could  stand  the  reduction  of  wages, 
voted  to  submit  to  what  the  Journal  es- 
teems a great  outrage,  and  those  who  could 
barely  keep  soul  and  body  together,  realize 
what  a charming  thing  system  federation 
is  to  the  corporation,  but  the  men  who  voted 
to  submit,  talk  lustily  of  what  they  are  go- 
ing to  do  later  on,  when  spring  chickens 
turn  up  their  legs  and  ask  to  be  tried. 


THE  DANGER  OF  PROCRASTINATION. 

Mr.  Editor: — The  death  of  my  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  George  P.  Wright,  in  the  recent 
terrible  accident  on  the  M.  & G.  railroad, 
was  attended  by  circumstances  which  forci- 
bly illustrate  the  danger  of  delay,  and  will 
show  to  other  firemen  the  supreme  import- 
ance of  uniting  themselves  with  our  order  as 


soon  as  they  are  eligible,  thereby  protecting 
their  loved  ones  in  case  they  should  be  sud- 
denly called  away.  George  had  put  in  his 
application,  it  had  been  favorably  acted  upon 
and  he  had  been  duly  notified  of  his  election . 
But  as  he  was  supporting  his  aged  mother, 
as  well  as  two  brothers  and  a lit  tie  sister,  be 
was  compelled  to  wait  until  the  29th  inst. — 
pay  day — to  furnish  us  with  his  initiation  fee. 
Alas!  pay  day  never  came  for  him!  and  now, 
as  he  had  no  insurance,  his  dear  ones  arc 
left  penniless  and  will  have  to  be  separated. 
Procrastination  certainly  is  the  theif  of  time. 
Had  he  only  gotten  in  with  us  what  a help  it 
would  have  been  to  his  dear  ones.  George* s 
death  was  a great  shock  to  me;  I have  not 
felt  like  the  same  man  since  it  occurred,  but 
coming  home  to  me  as  it  does,  and  illustrat- 
ing what  a slender  margin  separates  time 
from  eternity  for  us,  I deem  it  my  duty  to 
point  out  to  firemen  who  maybe  surroufided 
by  circumstances  similar  to  his,  and  who 
have  delayed  joining  our  order,  the  danger 
they  incur  by  following  such  a course.  1 
have  labored  hard  to  build  up  our  lodge,  and 
have  been  put  to  no  lHtle  trouble,  often  be- 
ing forced  to  borrow  money  to  meet  assess- 
ments in  order  to  keep  from  expelling  mem- 
bers, but  I love  the  order  and  I never  lose 
the  opportunity  to  praise  it  up,  and  to  show 
our  Magazine  which  is  read  and  praised  by 
some  of  the  most  intelligent  and  ablest  of 
our  writers  and  scholars. 

Columbus,  Ga.  George  E.  Wilhelm. 


SIGNS  OF  THE  TIMES. 

Those  ten  per  cent,  off  boys  are  at  it  again, 

They  are  catting  and  slashing  with  paper  and  pen ; 
All  along  the  whole  line  with  a will  they  advance. 
Just  the  first  glimpse  they  get  of  a plausible 
chance. 

They’ve  been  watching  and  waiting  impatienth 
long 

To  assail  ns  with  vengeance  decidedly  wrong. 

How  they  gloat  in  their  Joy  like  the  very  old  dcucr 
Taking  ten  per  cent,  off  with  flimsy  excuse. 

When  the  traffic  was  heavy  and  coaches  were  full. 
Jnst  as  much  as  the  engines  could  manage  to  poll. 
When  the  stockholders  gloried  in  dividends  high, 
And  reserve  funds  could  please  the  most  miserly 
eye, 

Daring  years  that  are  passed,  not  a movement  was 
made 

To  advance  ns  a dime  in  such  booming  of  trade. 
Till  we  went  and  insisted,  bnt  boys,  jnst  discern. 
How  rapidly  down  come  the  dollars  we  earn. 

What  a problem’s  confronting  onr  people  to-day. 
Who  can  solve  it,  this  problem  of  labor  and  pay  ? 
Many  men  think  they  nave  the  solution  at  hand 
In  that  weary  old  chestnut, 41  supply  and  demand 
Many  more  think  that  strikes  if  successfully  fought 
Are  the  toilers’  best  weapons,  while  others  long 
thought 

Arbitration  the  only  sure  cure  for  our  pains. 

Hut  the  problem  continues  to  worry  their  brains. 

Here  is  one  fact  we  have  to  afflict  us  to-day  : 

All  the  ten  per  cent,  off  boys  are  cutting  our  pa\ ; 
And  they  don’t  seem  to  care  if  we  like  it  or  no, 

For  they  jointly  decreed  down  our  wages  must  go. 
It  is  starve  or  submission ; God  pity  the  poor. 
There  is  only  of  one  thing  on  earth  we  are  sure, 

It  is  death,  and  I also  might  add  by  the  way, 

We  are  sure  of  a grave  once  our  bodies  decay. 

Shandy  Maguire. 
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WM.  D.  ROBINSON  MONUMENT  FUND. 
«*Wm.  D.  Robinson,  who  died  at  Washing- 
ton, Ind.,  on  November  7th,  1890,  was  the 
founder  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Engineers,  and  in  doing  this  great  work,  he 
as  certainly  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Locomotive  Firemen  and  ail  other 
organizations  of  railway  employes. 

In  closing  our  obituary  notice  in  the  De- 
cember, 1890,  issue  of  the  Magazine,  we 
said: 

In  this  hoar,  when  Locomotive  Engineers  and 
Firemen  6tand  uncovered  at  the  tomb  of  Wm.  D. 
Robinson,  the  question  arises.  What  can  be  done  to 
perpetuate  the  name,  the  fame,  the  memory  of  a 
man  who  gave  the  best  years  of  his  life  for  their 
benefit?  Is  not  the  answer,  We  will  build  him  a 
monument  worthy  of  his  deeds,  of  his  labors  and 
sacrifices  ? We  will  believe  that  such  is  the  response. 

If  it  is,  let  the  good  work  begin,  and  let  it  be  car- 
ried forward  until  a granite  or  a marble  shaft  shall 
mfirk  the  spot  where  nis  dust  reposes. 

“What  hallows  ground 
Where  heroes  sleep? 

*Tis  not  the  sculptured 
piles  you  heap ! 

In  dews  that  heavens  far 
distant  weep 
Their  turf  may  bloom. 

Or  genii  twine  beneath 
the  deep 

Their  coral  tomb. 

“What's  hallow'd  ground? 

'Tis  what  gives  birth 
To  6acred  thoughts  in 
souls  of  worth ! 

Peacel  Independence ! 

Truth  go  forth 
Earth's  compass  round 
And  your  high  priesthood 
shall  make  earth 
All  hallowed  ground." 

The  poet's  idea  Is  cor- 
rect Where  Wm.D.  Rob- 
inson sleeps  his  last  sleep 
is  hallowed  ground,  and 
monumental  marble  con  Id 
add  nothing  to  its  sacred- 
nets.  But  It  is  all  of  that 
Without  reference  to  the 
living.  What  can  the  liv- 
ingdo  to  bear  testimony  that  the  last  resting  plaoe 
of  W m*  D.  Robinson  is  hallowed  ground? 

We  do  not  believe  the  name  of  Wm.  D.  Robinson 
is  soon  to  perish  and  be  forgotten.  We  believe  the 
brotherhood  he  founded  will  be  his  imperishable 
monument,  and  that  his  name  in  connection  with 
that  great  order  is  to  increase  in  lustre  as  the  years 
flow  on.  But  that  does  not  cancel  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude the  two  great  brotherhoods  of  the  locomotive 
owe  his  memory,  which  if  not  met,  will,  in  the  Judg- 
ment of  mankind,  cover  the  living  with  obloquy. 

We  believe  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Fire- 
man will  respond  in  a way  that  will  bear  eloquent 
testimony  of  their  appreciation  of  the  life  work  of 
the  man  that  made  their  organization  fruitful  above 
measure  of  blessings  to  locomotive  firemen.  Alone 
and  unaided,  our  order,  for  the  small  sum  of  25 
cents  each,  could  do  the  work.  But  we  prefer  doing 
it  in  conjunction  with  the  Brotherhood  of  Engi- 
neers ; nor  would  we  confine  subscriptions  to  the 
two  orders,  but  would  invite  all  the  brotherhoods 
engaged  in  the  train  service  of  railroads  to  Join  in 
the  great  work  of  gratitude. 

In  discussing  the  propriety  of  erecting  a 
monument  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the 


WM.  D.  ROBINSON. 


dead  philanthropist,  we  said  in  the  April 
issue  of  1891 : 

The  idea  of  building  a monument  to  perpetuate 
the  name  and  fame  of  Wm.  D.  Robinson,  originated 
with  the  Firemen’s  Magazine.  The  time  has  come 
for  action.  Contributions  should  be  made.  We  have 
said  that  25  cents  each  from  members  of  the  B.  of 
L.  F.  would  build  the  monument.  But  we  surmise 
that  other  orders  would  want  a place  in  the  splen- 
did work  proposed,  and  we  have  opened  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  office  of  the  B.  of  L.  F., 

A ROBINSON  MONUMENT  FUND. 

Every  contribution,  however  small  or  large,  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  columns  of  the  Magazine 
under  an  appropriate  head,  and  when  the  contribu- 
tions approximate  a sum  which  gives  assurance  of 
success  to  the  enterprise,  a commission  made  up  of 
the  members  of  the  various  brotherhoods  will  be 
constituted  to  take  charge  of  the  fund  and  prepare 
for  work. 

Members  of  the  various  orders  subscribing  should 
designate  their  calling,  and  if  they  will  give  their 
address,  it  will  be  regarded  as  a favor. 

Now.  let  the  good  work  proceed.  Wm.  D.  Robin- 
son, when  alive,  was  the  friend  of  the  workingman. 
He  wrote  and  spoke  and  toiled  to  establish  a broth- 
erhood and  to  teach  men  the  power  of  organized 
labor.  Railroad  trainmen  bad  no  more  ardent  and 
unselfish  friend.  Let  a 
monnment  bear  testimony 
that  death  did  not  sever 
the  tie  that  bound  him  te 
the  living. 

If  ever  a man  deserved 
the  grateful  homage  of 
his  fellows  that  man 
was  Wm.  D.  Robinson 
He  devoted  the  best 
years  of  his  life  to  the 
great  work  of  organiz- 
ing railroad  men  for 
their  moral  and  ma- 
terial advancement. 
He  toiled  without  rec- 
ompense, he  endured 
privations  and  made 
sacrifices,  the  half  of 
which  will  never  be 
told.  He  lived  and  died 
in  poverty,  that  others  might  fare  better  than 
was  his  lot.  Every  man,  woman  and  child 
who  has  been,  is  now,  or  ever  will  be  the 
beneficiary  of  any  of  the  brotherhoods  of 
railway  employes,  owes  Wm.  D.  Robinson  a 
debt  of  gratitude  that  can  never  be  paid. 
Such  a man  deserves  a monument  to  bear 
testimony  of  the  love  and  gratitude  of  those 
for  whom  he  accepted  poverty,  persecution 
and  all  their  attendant  ills,  and  every  mem- 
ber of  every  organization  of  railroad  em- 
ployes should  cheerfully  contribute  his  mite, 
small  as  it  may  be,  to  such  a noble  purpose. 
Contributions  may  be  directed  to  the  Loco- 
motive Firemen’s  Magazine,  Terre  Haute, 
Indiana,  all  of  which  will  be  acknowledged 
in  its  columns. 
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JUDGE  ALTGELD  AND  THE  ANARCH- 
ISTS. 

Mr.  Editor  : — While  looking  over  the  pages 
of  our  Magazine  for  the  present  month,  I 
was  surprised  to  notice  the  stand  yon  take 
in  defense  of  the  Chicago  anarchists,  and 
not  that  alone,  but  you  seem  to  so  highly  in- 
dorse the  governor's  action  in  liberating 
them.  You  also  agree  with  him  in  saying 
these  men  were  not  given  a fair  trial  because 
of  the  judge  being  prejudiced  and  the  jury 
“ packed.” 

However,  be  that  as  it  may,  they  are  “an- 
archists.” Now,  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that 
they  are  anarchists,  do  you  think  you  are 
justified  in  pleading  that  these  men  were  not 
guilty  and  should  be  exonerated  from  all 
blame  for  the  murder  of  those  men  sent  to 
“Haymarket  Square”  as  defenders  of  the 
peace  ? I say  it  is  entirely  wrong  of  you  as 
a member  of  the  B.  of  L.  F.,  and  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  your  sentiments  will  be 
ignored  (or  should  be)  by  every  member  of 
the  order,  and  more  especially  when  you  set 
yourself  up  as  the  “exponent”  of  socialism 
and  use  our  Magazine  as  a means  of  send- 
ing broadcast  your  views. 

I certainly  understand  our  Magazine  is  a 
paper  through  which  mostly  any  topic  can 
be  discussed,  “especially  the  rights  of  work- 
ingmen.” But  when  its  pages  are  used  to 
advocate  the  principles  of  anarchy  and  speak 
for  the -rights  of  men  whose  very  hands  are 
steeped  in  gore,  I consider  it  entirely  wrong 
and  should  be  denounced  by  every  member 
of  the  brotherhood.  Anarchy  we  should  and 
must  shun  as  we  would  a rabid  canine. 

And  when  the  teditor  of  our  Magazine  con- 
taminates its  pages  by  trying  to  establish  the 
innocence  of  such  lawless  characters  as 
Fielden,  Neebe  and  Schwab,  he  should  be 
made  to  feel  a sense  of  incongruity.  I won- 
der what  the  members  of  our  brotherhood 
think  of  it,  or  do  they  believe  in  having  a 
man  at  the  head  of  our  editing  department 
who  will  sympathize  with  such  men?  And 
shall  we  stand  by  and  look  calmly  on  while 
he  unfurls  to  the  breeze  the  red  flag  of  an- 
archy? We  must  admit  that  to  do  so  would 
be  absurd  indeed,  and  such  despicable  dema- 
gogues should  be  silenced  forthwith  and 
never  allowed  to  swell  the  ranks  of  our  or- 
ganization. Our  brotherhood  as  it  stands 
to-day  has  been  and  is  recognized  amongst 
the  foremost  in  the  land,  and  I think  it  would 
be  unwise  for  us  to  link  ourselves  with  an- 
archy. And  I now  ask  you,  Mr.  Editor,  do 
you  think  you  have  taken  a wise  step?  I 
feel  that  in  doing  so  you  have  done  some- 
thing that  will  have  a demoralizing  effect  on 
our  order,  and  should  we  sympathize  with 
members  of  such  a society,  we  must  make 
up  our  minds  tbat  the  respect  and  recogni- 
tion we  have  gained  in  the  past  will  be  con- 
verted into  disrespect.  The  ennobling  prin- 
ciples of  our  brotherhood  are  not  to  be  dis- 


pensed with  for  those  of  a murderous  mob 
whose  only  desire  is  to  throttle  the  law  and 
crush  justice  to  earth. 

Our  banner,  on  which  is  inscribed  the  fear 
of  God  and  the  highest  love  of  man,  we  will 
never  forsake ; the  principles  of  our  broth- 
erhood, which  have  gained  for  us  the  esteem 
of  the  public,  we  will  never  part  with.  Will 
we  adopt  the  mottoes  of  “anarchy,”  which 
are  nothing  less  than  rapine,  murder,  law- 
lessness and  bo  mb- thro  wing?  For  these  we 
will  not  give  in  exchange  protection,  so- 
briety, charity  and  Industry,  for  sure  as  we 
do  we  will  lose  the  respect  of  the  commu- 
nity and  the  confidence  placed  in  us  by  rail- 
road officials.  I say  again,  the  stand  you 
have  taken  is  to  be  deplored  and  not  an  insult 
only  to  our  magnanimous  brotherhood  but 
to  the  United  States  as  well. 

The  action  of  J.  P.  Altgeld,  governor  of 
the  state  of  Illinois,  was  denounced  by  the 
press  all  over  the  country,  and  why  do  you, 
as  editor  of  our  Magazine,  indorse  it.  If 
you  have  a desire  to  expose  the  wrongs  in- 
flicted on  workingmen,  it|  is  right  to  do  so. 
But  do  not  extend  the  hand  of  cordiality  to 
those  red  fisted  monsters  of  social  depravity. 

W.  H.  Gray . 

Auburn  Park,  III. 

[We  are  inclined  to  express  satisfaction 
in  giving  the  foregoing  communication  a 
place  in  the  Magazine,  sincfe  by  doing  so, 
we  are  able  to  expose  its  stupidity  and  ma- 
lignity towards  the  editor  of  the  Magazine. 

It  is  proper  that  we  should  reproduce  in 
these  notes  certain  choice  expressions  of  the 
writer,  as  follows : 

" Now  in  the  face  of  the  facts  that  they  were  an- 
archists, do  yon  think  yon  are  justified  in  pleading 
that  these  men  were  not  guilty  and  should  be  ex- 
onerated from  all  blame  for  the  murder  of  those 
men  sent  to  Haymarket  Square  as  defenders  of  the 
peace  ?” 

The  Magazine  never,  since  we  have  had 
control  of  its  pages,  has  uttered  one  word  in 
justification  of  anarchical  acts,  principles, 
or  policy.  The  Magazine,  with  such  ability 
as  it  could  command,  has  always,  at  all  times 
and  under  all  circumstances,  demanded  for  all 
men  charged  with  the  violation  of  the  law,  a 
fair,  honest  trial,  by  a jury  of  their  peers, 
and  it  has  denounced  as  best  it  could  the  in- 
famy of  an  unjust  trial  which,  in  itself,  is  a 
damnable  crime  not  only  against  its  unpro- 
tected victim  but  against  the  whole  commu- 
nity— a crime  that  bludgeons  law,  honor, 
justice  and  truth  to  death,  in  the  temples 
dedicated  to  justice,  compared  with  such  in- 
famous trials,  of  which  the  murder  of  Christ 
is  a conspicuous  example,  all  crimes  which 
men  perpetrate,  sink  to  soundless  depths  of 
contempt.  Governor  Altgeld,  of  Illinois, 
says  the  Haymarket  anarchists  did  not  have 
a fair  trial,  and  he  proves  it  by  the  record . He 
does  not  extenuate  anarchism ; he  makes  no 
apology  for  anarchists ; nor  do  we.  He  en- 
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thrones  the  American  idea  of  a fair  trial ; so 
do  we.  He  would  take  the  halter  from  the 
neck  of  a man  unjustly  condemned,  and  the 
Magazine  would  applaud  the  act,  but  we 
infer  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Gray  would  do  nothing 
of  the  sort,  but  would  hang  and  imprison, 
scourge  and  crucify,  burn  and  break  upon 
the  wheel,  utterly  regardless  of  a fair  trial, 
and  this  he  would  do,  in  this  high  noon  of 
our  boasted  Christian  civilization,  and  in 
defiance  of  all  constitutional  provision,  that 
any  man  charged  with  any  violation  of  the 
law  shall  have  a fair  trial . The  Magazine 
has  sown  “broadcast”  its  views  regarding 
fair  trials — trials  according  to  law,  not  in 
fl agrant  violation  of  law.  When  workingmen 
charged  with  being  anarchists  (for  the  term 
is  exceedingly  popular  with  plutocrats), 
whether  at  Buffalo,  at  Homestead,  Pittsburg, 
, Toledo,  or  elsewhere  in  the  United  States, 
have  been  arrested,  manacled  and  impris- 
oned, the  Magazine  has  pleaded  for  a fair 
trial,  nor  has  it  been  less  loyal  to  law,  when 
such  a monster  of  iniquity  as  Frick  has  been 
charged  with  murder,  and  a purpose  to  mur- 
der by  wholesale,  to  murder  by  scalding 
water,  volts  of  electricity,  and  by  Winches- 
ter rifles  in  the  hands  of  hired  Pinkerton 
thugs.  We  would  not  have  even  Frick  sent 
to  hell  or  to  prison  without  having  a fair 
trial.  Not  so  with  Mr.  W.  H.  Gray,  who 
advocates  judicial  murder  regardless  of  a 
fair  trial,  who  says  “ Isn’t  the  condemned 
an  anarchist?”  and  answering  the  interroga- 
tory to  satisfy  his  own  nature,  exclaims,  as 
did  the  high  priests,  “Crucify  him!”  and 
then  applauds  Pilate  or  the  courts  for  the 
condemnation,  and  chuckles  as  he  hears  the 
neck  snap,  or  sees  the  victims  of  unjust  trials 
bearing  prison  stripes  and  fetters. 

It  is  one  of  the  misfortunes  of  labor,  when 
its  press  is  pleading  for  justice  and  fair  play 
in  courts,  in  legislation  and  in  all  industrial 
affairs,  for  free  speech  and  a free  press,  that 
some  workingman  deems  it  his  duty  to  vault 
into  the  ring  and  denounce  the  press  for  ad- 
vocating fair  trials,  and  clamor  for  judicial 
murder.  Mr.  W.  H.  Gray  says : 

“ I certainly  understand  our  Magazine  is  a 
pc  per  through  which  mostly  any  topic  can  be 
dUcussed,  especially  the  rights  of  workingmen, 
hut  when  its  pages  are  used  to  advocate  the 
principles  of  anarchy  and  speak  for  the  rights 
of  men  whose  very  hands  are  steeped  in  gore , 
1 consider  it  entirely  wrong , and  should  be 
denounced  by  every  member  of  the  order.” 

Certainly,  when  the  Magazine  advocates 
the  “principles  of  anarchy,”  or  apologizes 
for  murder,  whether  by  anarchists  or  courts, 
it  should  be  denounced,  but,  so  far  it  has 
simply  advocated  fair  trials,  denounced  pack- 
ed juries,  perjured  testimony,  and  verdicts 
produced  by  means  well  calculated  to  make 
devils  blush.  And  if  the  law  punished  asses 
for  braying,  and  one  was  on  trial  for  the  of- 


fense, the  Magazine  would  insist  upon  his 
having  a fair  trial,  and  if  it  appeared  that  the 
verdict,  though  it  did  no  more  than  redace  the 
length  of  his  ears  eight  or  ten  inches,  was 
secured  in  defiance  of  justice,  the  Magazine 
would  protest  against  such  a finding  and 
denounce  the  illegal  proceedings,  in  which 
case,  though  Mr.  W.  H.  Gray  might  denounce 
the  Magazine,  we  should  pursue  the  even 
tenor  of  our  way,  as  we  now  propose  to  do, 
entirely  regardless  of  what  Mr. -Gray  con- 
siders the  proper  thing  to  do,  when  law,  jus- 
tice, fair  play,  and  all  else  worth  considering 
in  civilization,  is  assailed  by  debauched 
courts,  packed  juries  and  plutocratic  combi- 
nations. 

In  pursuing  this  policy  we  do  not  wonder, 
as  does  Mr.  W.  H.  Gray,  “ what  the  mem- 
bers of  the  brotherhood  think,”  We  never 
heard  a member  of  the  brotherbood  applaud 
an  unjust  trial  of  any  man.  We  never  bend 
a member  of  the  brotherhood  advocate  either 
the  hanging  or  the  imprisonment  of  a man 
who  was  convicted  and  sentenced  by  a ver- 
dict black  with  fraud  and  obtained  by  pro- 
cesses which  render  the  lives  and  liberties 
of  all  men  unsafe.  Members  of  the  toother- 
hood  have  seen  too  many  workingmen  sacri- 
ficed to  gratify  the  thirst  of  plutocratic  tigers 
and  above  all  men,  they  love  justice  and  fair 
play,  and  It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to 
appeal  to  the  brotherhood  to  join  the  Maga- 
zine in  the  redeeming  work  of  securing  hon- 
est trials  for  men  charged  with  the  violation 
of  the  law.  The  brotherhood,  we  think,  is 
respected  by  the  public,  and  to  the  extent 
that  it  is  respected,  the  good  opinion  has 
been  secured  by  the  exhibition  of  courage  in 
denouncing  wrong  and  in  upholding  the 
right,  never  by  a cowardly  Indorsement  of 
injustice,  no  matter  by  whom  advocated  or 
inflicted.  We  are  a close  reader  of  the  labor 
press  of  the  country,  and  our  observation  b 
that  at  least  99  per  cent,  of  the  labor  press  is 
absolutely  in  line  with  the  Magazine  In  de- 
nouncing unjust  trials,  and  in  the  indorse- 
ment of  Gov.  Altgeld’s  courageous  mes- 
sage pardoning  men  whom  be  knew,  by 
the  records  which  accompany  his  message, 
had  been  the  victims  of  an  outrageous  trial. 
The  plutocratic  press,  the  subsidized  capi- 
talistic press  of  the  country  denounces  Gov. 
Altgeld,  and  had  there  been  such  a press  in 
Jerusalem  at  the  time  Christ  was  crucified- 
between  two  thieves,  it  would  have  ap- 
plauded Judas  Iscariot  for  betraying  him. 

We  ask  that  those  who  are  at  all  Interested 
in  this  matter  read  our  article  In  the  Au- 
gust Magazine.  If  they  find  one  word  in- 
dorsing anarchy  we  shall  be  glad  to  have 
them  point  it  out  to  us.  If  they  do  not,  they 
will  be  the  better  able  to  form  a correct 
opinion  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Gray,  who,  with  mof* 
venom  than  reason,  has  evidently  mistake# 
his  mission  in  the  world. — Editor  Maga- 
zine.] 
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Mr.  Editor: — Sitting  upon  my  porch  one 
lovely  August  eve,  shielded  from  the  rays  of 
the  evening  sun,  by  the  dense  foliage  of  the 
trellised  vines,  I perused  the  pages  of  the 
August  number  of  our  beloved  Magazixr. 
The  surroundings  were  conducive  to  drowsi- 
ness, and  as  I pondered  over  the  matter  I 
was  reading,  fell  into  a doze.  The  para- 
graph read  and  over  which  I was  pondering 
was  as  follows : 

Instead  of  winning  immortality  by  such  a speech, 
he  repeated  the  old  chestnut,  that  “ I have  opposed 
the  B.  of  L.  E.  forming  into  any  alliance  with  any 
other  class.**  He  need  not  have  repeated  the  stale 
assertion,  but  he  could  have  said  that  “the  B.  of 
L.  E.,  in  spite  of  my  opposition,  did  adopt  a plan 
whereby  snoh  alliances  can  be  formed,”  and  this  i6 
true.  Engineers  know  the  value  of  alliances,  have 
sought  and  obtained  them,  as  the  Firemen's 
Brotherhood  knows  to  its  cost,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  B.  of  L.  E.  in  convention  sat  down  upon 
the  Grand  Chief,  we  find  him  still  repeating  the 
asinine  platitude  that  he  “ does  not  believe  impos- 
sible to  place  all  men  upon  the  same  plane.**  What 
plane  ? Does  he  believe  that  all  railroad  employes 
cannot  be  placed  on  a plane  of  justice  and  rair 

lay  ? Ana  does  he  assume  to  place  the  great 

rotherhood  of  engineers  in  position  of  antagonism 
to  such  a manly  policy  ? Manifestly  so.*. 

It  was  while  trying  to  imagine  just  what 
Grand  Chief  Arthur  was  driving  at  that  I 
feel  asleep.  It  is  not  claimed  that  there  was 
anything  peculiar  about  my  falling  asleep — 
but  I dreamed  a dream.  Not  that  that  was 
very  peculiar,  either,  but  the  dream  itself 
was  very  peculiar. 

I dreamed  that  there  suddenly  appeared  be- 
fore me  a female  personage,  august  and  ma- 
jestic, yet  fair  withal.  Clothed  in  white 
and  flowing  drapery,  she  seemed,  with  her 
countenance  of  dignified  sorrow,  the  per- 
sonification of  purity  and  grief.  Placing  her 
hand  upon  mine,  she  saia,  “ Come  hither.” 
Controlled  by  some  indefinable  impulse,  I 
arose  and  followed  her.  Traveling  with 
amazing  speed  space  appeared  to  be  annihi- 
lated, while  soaring  upwards,  the  law  of 
gravitation  seemed  set  at  naught. 

In  an  inconceivably  short  time  we  reached 
the  summit  of  a lofty  peak,  beneath  which  lay 
stretched  a wide  expanse  of  vapory  clouds 
of  snowy  whiteness.  Waving  her  wand  in 
the  direction  of  the  valley,  she  commanded 
“Look  ! ” I obeyed,  and  as  I looked  the 
vapory,  fleece-like  clouds  seemed  to  dispel 
and  float  away  and  the  surface  of  the  plain 
revealed  itself. 

And  what  a spectacle  was  there.  Drawn 
up  in  battle  array  were  two  mighty  armies, 
and  from  all  the  indications  I realized  that 
I was  about  witness  a conflict  at  arms. 
The  first  thing  that  riveted  my  attention 
was  the  enormous  disparity  in  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  opposing  hosts,  one  army 
seeming  to  be  of  many  times  the  strength  of 
the  other.  The  next  thing  that  I noticed 
was  a strange  difference  in  the  maneuvers 
and  tactics  of  the  two  forces.  The  smaller 
army  moved  with  precision  as  one  man. 


Splendidly  drilled  and  officered,  each  man 
seemed  to  be  but  a part  of  an  automatic  ma- 
chine. Marches  and  countermarches  and 
movements  by  the  flank  and  rear  were  ex- 
ecuted with  the  regularity  of  clockwork.  A 
moving  mass  of  humanity,  the  smaller  army 
seemed  a homogeneous  body  with  one  con- 
controlling  will  and  mind.  Truly  and  indeed 
it  seemed  “ one  body  and  one  spirit.” 

Not  so,  however,  with  the  other  army. 
Divided  into  many  battalions,  regiments  and 
brigades,  each  seemed  to  be  working  at 
cross  purposes,  and  confusion  reigned  su- 
preme. No  two  regiments  seemed  to  have 
studied  the  same  tactics,  and  all  attempts  to 
perform  evolutions  but  ended  in  seemingly 
inextricable  confusion.  An  effort  to  present 
a solid  front  resulted  in  as  many  fronts  as 
there  were  regiments,  and  an  essay  at  a hol- 
low square  resolved  itself  into  a struggling 
mass  of  confused  men. 

When  I remembered  their  overwhelming 
superiority  in  numbers,  however,  I thought 
they  will  undoubtedly  overwhelm  the  smaller 
army  with  sheer  weight  and  force  of  num- 
bers. 

Soon  the  battle  began.  Imagine  my  as- 
tonishment when  I saw  not  the  whole  force 
of  the  larger  army,  but  two  of  its  regiments, 
march  out  to  give  battle  to  the  opposing 
force.  My  astonishment  grew  as  I noticed 
that  the  residue  of  the  larger  army,  not  en- 
gaged in  battle,  seemed  utterly  oblivious  to 
the  warfare  raging  around  them,  and  were 
variously  engaged  in  drilling,  cleaning  arms, 
cooking,  eating  and  sleeping. 

The  battle  raged  furiously.  The  engaging 
forces  fought  desperately,  and  the  two  regi- 
ments, though  opposed  by  overwhelming 
odds,  made  a gallant  assault  and  returned 
again  and  again,  fighting  hand  to  hand  and 
fighting  with  the  desperation  of  despair. 
Forced  at  last  to  surrender  to  superior  num- 
bers, those  who  were  not  killed  or  maimed 
made  a masterly  retreat  and  halting  in  the 
rear  of  their  main  force,  re-formed  and 
again  engaged  in  drill. 

And  so  the  battle  raged.  Sometimes  one, 
then  two,  now  three,  then  again  one  regi- 
ment marched  out  to  give  battle  to  the  op- 
posing army,  always  to  be  beaten,  and  with 
decimated  ranks  make  a retreat,  leaving  their 
dead  and  wounded  on  the  field.  Some  regi- 
ments went  Into  the  engagement  twice, 
thrice,  but  always  to  be  defeated  with  terri- 
ble l088. 

And  yet  the  conflict  raged.  Apparently 
utterly  unconcerned  for  toe  fate  of  their 
comrades  the  bulk  of  this  splendid  army 
rested  upon  their  arms  while  small  detach- 
ments of  their  force  engaged  the  enemy  and 
marched  to  certain  del  eat  and  fearful  car- 
nage. And  through  it  all  they  kept  up  their 
aimless  maneuvers  and  drilled  and  marched, 
each  regiment  a law  unto  itself  and  having 
its  own  tactics  and  manual  of  arms. 
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And  now  the  conflict  deepened.  More  of 
the  regiments  marched  out  to  battle  and, 
mirabile  dictu , other  regiments  of  their  own 
army  engaged  them  in  the  rear  and  flank, 
speedily  demoralizing  them  and  causing 
their  retreat  in  disorder.  Strange  to  relate, 
however,  the  regiments  that  thus  attacked 
their  own  forces  and  aided  the  enemy,  did 
not  desert  to  the  enemy's  ranks  or  fraternize 
with  them.  Instead,  they  marched  back  to 
their  own  forces  and  all  were  upon  the  sur- 
face, as  friendly  as  before.  And  then  they 
drilled  and  maneuvered  and  marched  and 
played  the  bands. 

Soon  those  regiments  which  had  thus 
traitorously  attacked  their  comrades  in  the 
rear  marched  out  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy, 
and  behold!  the  regiments  they  had  thus 
strangely  and  traitorously  attacked  fell  upon 
them  in  the  rear  and  flank,  utterly  routing 
them  and  causing  them  to  flee.  And  yet  on 
getting  together  in  the  main  body  they  all 
fraternized  and  drilled  and  marched  together 
and  followed  the  same  bands  and  kept  step 
to  the  same  music.  And  so  the  battle  con- 
tinued to  rage.  Always  the  same  tactics 
were  pursued  with  the  same  result.  Fighting 
in  squads  they  were  whipped  in  detail,  ana 
the  magnificent  army,  which  properly  han- 
dled and  drilled  and  fighting  together,  could 
have  overwhelmed  and  captured  the  smaller 
army,  never  won  a single  battle. 

Grieved  at  heart  and  perturbed  in  spirit  I 
said,  “ Let  us  go  hence.  But  first  tell  me,  I 
pray  thee,  what  doth  signify  that  which  thou 
hast  shown  me,  and  who  and  what  are  these 
contending  forces?  ” And  my  mysterious 
guide  made  answer:  “ The  small  and  well 

drilled  army  is  that  of  Capital— the  other,  the 
hosts  of  Labor.” 

“ What  are  you  doing  there  asleep,  Pa?  ” 
and  awakening,  I looked  upon  the  face  of 
my  better  half. 

And  then  I re-read  the  article  from  the 
magic  pen  of  the  gifted  editor  of  our  Mag- 
azine, in  which  under  the  caption  “ Some 
Labor  Leaders,”  he  lays  bare  to  the  gaze  of 
American  manhood  the  character  and  ac- 
complishments of  a labor  leader  who  has 
ever  counseled  labor's  forces  to  engage  in 
battle  one  regiment  at  a time,  under  a ban- 
ner inscribed  “ Every  order  for  itself,  the 
devil  take  the  rest  of  them.” 

One  or  two  truisms  worth  remembering 
are  these:  (1.)  Though  some  may  receive 

better  wages  than  others,  a wage  slave  is  a 
wage  slave  for  a’  that,  and  a’  that.  (2.) 
Though  some  may  receive  poorer  wages 
than  others,  a men's  a mon  for  a’  that  and 
a'  that.  (3.)  The  standard  of  humanity 
never  remains  stationary;  it  either  pro- 
gresses or  retrogrades.  (4.)  If  wage  work- 
ers upon  the  highest  “plane”  make  no  effort 
to  raise  those  on  lower  “planes”  to  their 
level,  those  below  will  inevitably  drag  them 
down  to  their  level.  (5.)  Intrinsic  worth 


and  merit,  not  any  special  “plane”  lorn*  I 
labor's  aristocracy.  If  yon  want  to  Wilt  I 
college  graduate  shoot  at  a street  car  driver.  1 
(6.)  The  man  who  stands  in  the  way  of 
the  consolidation  of  labor’s  forces  is  so 
enemy  to  civilization  and  stands  opposed  to 
human  progress.  (7.)  If  labor  continues  to 
divide  its  forces  and  allow  Itself  to  be  whip- 
ped in  detail,  it  willfully  violates  the  first 
law  of  nature  and  may  blame  itself  for  ill 
consequent  disasters.  (8.)  Labor  might 
have  the  earth  and  the  fullness  thereof  if  it 
only  wanted  it  and  would  reach  out  ind 
take  it. 

Let  federation  be  the  watchword. 

George  C.  Ward. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

ALL  AROUND  CRITICISM. 

Mr.  Editor  : — Having  the  September  Maga- 
zine at  hand,  reading  its  contents  with  pleis- 
ure,  and  somewhat  arousing  my  brotherhood 
sentiments,  I feel  it  my  duty  to  drop  into 
the  debate.  I do  not  join  in  the  arguments 
as  a tutor,  but  simply  as  a pupil  who  is  will- 
ing to  “let  the  good  work  go  on.”  If,  in 
expressing  my  ignorance,  I shall  cause  the 
wise  to  divulge  any  portion  of  their  know- 
ledge, I shall  consider  it  a most  gracious  ex- 
change. Either  proper  or  improper,  such 
arguments  and  suggestions  as  those  of  Bros. 
Arnold,  Krebs,  Breen,  Keebler,  Barnett,®^ 

W.  P.  Borland,  are  not  only  emblematic  of 
their  interests,  sentiments,  and  love  for  our 
flag,  but  are  instructive  and  elevating  to  sD 
who  hear  and  heed.  I infer  that  the  above 
brothers  are  of  this  ticket:  “Anything 

is  good  enough,  but  improvement  is  de- 
manded.” For  one,  I am  somewhat  abashed 
at  the  personality,  and  razor-like  argument 
contained  in  the  late  correspondence  between 
Bros.  Carpenter  and  Arnold,  and,  for  har- 
mony in  the  household,  I am  not  alone  in 
asking  them  to  relax  debate  and  await  pa- 
tiently the  decision  of  the  judges.  I agree 
with  Bro.  Carpenter  In  this  view:  that  there 
are  as  many  well  meaning  and  patriotic  men 
in  the  firemen’s  ranks  to-day,  as  there  ever 
were  before ; perhaps  fewer  with  renown  or 
reputation,  on  account  of  lack  of  opportu- 
nity to  express  their  ability.  Bro.  AmoW 
perhaps  does  not  realize  the  weight  of 
argument;  he  is  probably  under  the  impres- 
sion that  Bro.  Carpenter  was  urging  mutiny- 
or  rebelling  against  our  own  interests,  l 
can  never  agree,  with  Bro.  Arnold,  that*8 
engineer  is,  in  mental  capacity,  any  mo* 
able  to  proclaim,  protest,  or  protect » fire- 
man's interests,  than  when  he  himself  ws§ 1 
fireman.  Promotion  does  not  improve  > 
man's  coal  burning  faculties.  Now,  thereij 
no  doubt  or  dispute  that,  since  haying 
the  experience  in  certain  legislation,  w* 
work  of  an  engineer  would  be  at  par  wit® 
that  of  any  inexperienced  man,  and  superior 
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to  most.  I would  scorn  the  day  that  I 
should  lire  over  a division  for  an  engineer — 
even  be  he  my  own  brother — and  not  be  able 
to  realize  my  own  grievance  and  best  inter- 
ests, and  be  compelled  to  reqnest  his  high- 
ness to  proxy  my  afflictions.  It  would  sure- 
ly be  a very  dumb  man  who  could  not  real- 
ize his  own  misfortunes,  and  a most  elo- 
quent one  who  could  express  himself  in 
full,  and  tell  the  whole  truth  and  nothing 
but  the  truth.  Here  is  the  point  where 
arises  the  disturbance : An  engineer  is  our 
neighbor ; and  quite  often,  persons  who  are 
somewhat  doubtful  of  their  own  abilities 
will  solicit  their  neighbors  to  transact  busi- 
ness, and  if  expectations  are  not  fulfilled, 
the  neighbor  is,  in  their  estimation,  to  be  ac- 
cused and  persecuted. 

In  behalf  of  Bro.  Borland’s  suggestion,  I, 
for  one,  say  Amen!  and  I hope  It  will  have 
a hearing  in  ’94.  I will  ask  pardon  for  the 
inference,  Bro,  Borland,  but  if  you  were 
never  a tourist,  I will  say  that  you  have 
been  very  intimate  and  closely  associated 
with  them,  as  your  knowledge  of  the  broth- 
erhood, and  the  burdens  of  its  members,  is 
quite  efficient  and  correct;  and  was  your  at- 
tention ever  arrested  in  this  direction?  That, 
in  times  of  prosperity,  the  brothers  who 
realize,  donate  and  express  themselves  least 
to  the  welfare  of  the  order,  are,  99  in  100 
times,  the  greatest  of  spongers  and  the  very 
heaviest  of  burdens  in  times  of  reversed 
circumstances.  Bro.  Borland,  the  word 
“ unprotected  ” is  one  that  should  not  exist, 
and  we  should  all  look  forward  to -the  time 
when  it  will  be  unknown.  Can  it  be  that 
the  different  trades,  professions,  and  occu- 
pations, are  declining  and  decreasing  in  their 
points  of  importance,  skill,  and  technicali- 
ties ? If  not,  why  are  the  different  trades 
being  constantly  abused  by  a never  ending 
stream  of  short  termed  apprentices  ? Who 
is  responsible  for  this  enormous  surplus  of 
tradesmen  ? To  be  sure,  the  various  unions 
are  responsible,  through  their  indifference 
and  lack  of  interest  for  their  own  welfare. 
If  we  think  and  wish  well  of  our  fathers 
and  older  brothers,  we  should  not  rob  or 
deprive  them  of  a trade  in  which  they 
have  served  an  honored  apprenticeship;  nor 
should  we  support,  or  permit  any  source  of 
growing  danger  to  exist.  Who  has  wrought 
ruin  upon  the  various  trades,  viz : telegraph- 
ers, stenographers,  carpenters,  brick  and 
stone  masons,  iron  and  coppersmiths  ? Did 
you,  or  I,  or  any  other  one  who  never  served 
an  hour  at  the  trade,  overstock  the  labor 
market  of  the  above  trades;  demanding  a 
position  even  if  compelled  to  scab?  No! 
Where  lies  the  fault?  With  each  individual 
whose  trade  is  a sea  of  idleness,  is  where 
the  fault  lies.  And  the  first  dose  of  the 
remedy  will  be  to  consume  the  surplus  of 
experienced  men,  by  each  organization  hav- 
ing an  agreement  with  their  respective  cor- 


porations or  employers  giving  the  experi- 
enced men  a greater  per  cent,  than  the  ap- 
prentices. Railway  construction  for  the 
past  few  years  has  been  stagnant,  but  on 
the  other  hand  the  promotion  of  the  ‘ ‘nov- 
ice” has  been  rapidly  increasing;  and  the 
game  of  “ring  out  the  old  and  ring  in  the 
new”  has  been  universal.  When  every 
workman  acts  as  his  own  John  Q.  Adams, 
and  realizes  that  he  has  the  same  privilege, 
right,  and  power  to  set  and  adjust  rules  and 
prices  governing  his  labor,  as  has  the  capi- 
talist his  rate  of  interest,  or  the  grocer, 
gardner,  or  butcher,  the  right  to  sell  by  the 
pound  and  at  so  much  per  pound;  when 
such  is  universally  acknowledged  and  indi- 
vidually practiced,  perhaps  there  will  be 
startling  revelations  in  the  interest  of  the 
workingman. 

Ira  D . Mayhall, 

La  Junta,  Colo. 


SWITCHTENDERS  AND  SIGNALMEN. 

Mr.  Editor: — I desire  through  the  col- 
umns of  your  Magazine  to  say  a few  words 
regarding  the  Switch  tender’s  and  Signal- 
men’s Mutual  Aid  Association.  A grand 
lodge  has  just  been  organized  with  head- 
quarters here,  and  the  undersigned  was 
elected  Grand  Master.  It  Is  our  desire  and 
aim  to  establish  subordinate  lodges  all 
through  the  United  States  and  Canada  and 
the  Grand  Master  is  now  prepared  to  start 
for  any  point  where  the  organization  is  de- 
sired. The  wheel  has  at  last  started  to  roll, 
may  it  not  stop  until  every,  city  within  the 
Union  can  boast  of  a lodge  of  the  S.  T.  & S. 
M.  M.  A.  A.  It  is  not  only  for  the  welfare 
of  Switchtenders  and  Signalmen  to  be  or- 
ganized, but  for  the  interest  of  all  railway 
employes  now  organized,  especially  firemen. 
We  received  good  encouragement  from  the 
firemen  when  we  organized  one  year  ago, 
and  success  has  crowned  our  every  under- 
taking. Financially  we  are  in  excellent  con- 
dition. We  have  but  three  lodges  as  yet; 
in  Milwaukee,  Chicago  & St.  Paul.  We  hope 
when  these  few  lines  are  read  by  firemen  all 
over  the  country,  they  will  see  the  advan- 
tages to  be  gained  by  our  being  thoroughly 
organized,  and  will  assist  us  by  urging  those 
in  their  localities  to  organize  at  once.  A 
kind  and  brotherly  feeling  has  also  been  ex- 
tended to  us  by  the  8.  M.  A.  A.  With  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  extended  to  us  by 
these  two  great  organizations  and  with  the 
right  men  at  the  head  of  affairs,  success 
will  crown  our  labors.  Having  once  put 
our  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  we  are  deter- 
mined not  to  stop  until  the  Switchtender’s 
and  Signalmen’s  order  gains  the  top  of  the 
ladder.  The  address  of  the  Grand  Master 
Is  F.  L.  Krleger,  416  20th  st.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.  A word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient. 

F.  L.  Kriegek. 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 
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AN  ASSISTANCE  FUND. 

Mr.  Editor: — In  the  September  Magazine 
tbere  appeared  & communication  under  the 
above  caption,  treating  of  how  to  assist  onr 
unemployed  members  so  that  the  burden 
would  not  bear  so  hard  upon  a few.  In  my 
opinion,  the  idea  expressed  in  that  commu- 
nication is  a grand  one,  and  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  every  brother.  But  there 
is  one  question:  how  will  we  guard  against 
the  chronic  employment  hunter  ? It  would 
be  well  to  make  some  suggestions  on  how 
to  overcome  this  evil.  Suppose  the  grand 
lodge  furnish  each  lodge  with  a monthly 
statement  of  those  holding  vouchers,  that 
the  Receiver  might  examine  when  a voucher 
is  presented  to  him  and  note  if  the  person 
holding  such  voucher  is  continually  on  the 
list.  Further,  that  the  lodges  grant  vouch- 
ers only  to  members  who  are  out  of  employ- 
ment and  actually  in  need.  I am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  system  would  be  imposed 
upon  only  for  the  watchfulness  of  our  grand 
lodge  officers.  We  are  always  liberal  with 
our  money  when  we  have  any,  so  that  the 
system  should  be  well  guarded  by  those  who 
are  not  directly  interested  in  the  vouchers 
issued.  L.  A . Ogden. 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


A SUGGESTION  CONCERNING  DISA- 
BLED FIREMEN. 

Mr.  Editor  : — I think  it  would  be  a good 
idea  for  every  member  to  pay  $ 1 a year  for 
his  Magazine  and  use  the  fund  thus  ob- 
tained to  establish  a weekly  benefit  of  about 
ten  dollars  a week  for  disabled  firemen.  I 
think  that  would  be  much  better  than  build- 
ing a home.  It  would  at  the  very  lowest 
bring  $25,000  a year,  and  think  of  the  good 
brothers  who  need  that  money  to-day.  Again, 
there  are  not  enough  brothers  who  have  no 
home  to  go  to  in  case  of  sickness  to  make  it 
an  object  to  build  such  a home;  those  broth- 
ers who  have  no  home,  nor  people  to  go  to, 
might  very  easily  be  taken  care  of  by  the 
brothers  of  their  own  lodge;  and  they  might 
get  along  very  nicely  on  $10  a week.  I may 
be  wrong  in  my  suggestion,  but  I think  it 
much  better  than  building  a home.  If  none 
of  the  brothers  had  homes  to  go  to  or  friends 
to  take  care  of  them,  then  a home  like  the 
one  suggested  would  be  the  thing. 

T.  F.  Green . 

Cedartown,  Ga. 

Kickers  are  unpopular.  About  117  years 
ago  a lot  of  kickers  in  this  country  got  to- 
gether and  criticised  King  George,  who  was 
having  altogether  too  much  to  say.  George 
didn’t  like  kickers  and  tried  to  chastise 
them,  but  the  kickers  kicked  too  hard,  and 
George  was  put  out.  As  a result  we  have 
been  healthy,  wealthy  and  wise  ever  since. 
Don’t  kick  at  kickers,  they  accomplish  great 
things  sometimes. — The  Engineer. 


A WAY  OUT  OF  THE  TROUBLE. 

“I  remember,”  said  Gleason,  thought- 
fully, “ when  I first  went  running  on  the 
Lackawanna.  I was  stuck  on  my  job,  loved 
my  engine,  and  was  twice  as  jealous  of  her 
as  I am  of  my  wife.  We  had  a trainmaster 
that  got  a notion  that  we  were  pulling  trains 
far  too  light,  and  he  commenced  putting  oi 
cars.  After  a hard  trip — doubling,  running 
for  water  and  the  like — I went  to  see  Bill 
Halstead. 

‘ Mr.  Halstead,’  said  I,  ‘ I’ve  come  to  see 
you  about  these  heavy  trains.  They  are  just 
pulling  the  stuffing  right  out  of  my  engine; 
I can’t  take  care  of  her  this  way.  I’ve  got 
the  best  engine  on  the  road,  and  I don’t 
propose  to  see  her  overloaded  and  abused 
without  a kick.*  ” 

“ I’ll  tell  you,”  said  he.  “ the  best  way  to 
fix  that — lemme  see,  which  engine  is  yours? 
The  ‘Anthracite?  ’ Oh,  yes.  Well,  as  I was 
saying,  the  company  want  a few  engines; 
supposen  you  sell  her  to  the  road,  they’d 
just  as  lief  pull  all  the  cars  with  her  as  not 
—how  much  do  you  want  for  her?  ”— Loco- 
motive Engineering . 


A very  curious  inquiry  undertaken  by 
some  French  scientists  seems  to  show  a 
certain  relation  between  railroads  and  the 
average  height  of  the  people.  From  the 
statistics  collected  in  connection  with  the 
conscription,  to  which  all  young  men  in 
France  are  subject,  it  appears  that  in  certain 
communes  and  departments  there  has  been 
a notable  increase  in  the  average  height  of 
the  men  in  the  last  30  yean,  or  since  the 
building  of  railroads  in  those  departments. 
This  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  rail- 
roads have  offered  better  paying  work  to 
the  people,  both  directly  and  indirectly,  by 
the  introduction  of  manufactures;  this  has 
improved  the  condition  of  the  people,  who 
are  now  better  housed  and  fed  than  for- 
merly, and  consequently  grow  to  a greater 
height.  The  reasoning  is  carefully  worked 
out,  and  the  connection  seems  to  be 
well  established. — Railroad  and  Engineering 
Journal. 


Under  the  direction  of  the  Lighthouse 
Board  some  interesting  experiments  have 
lately  been  made  at  Long  Beach  to  deter- 
mine the  relative  visibility  of  white  and 
colored  lights.  While  there  is  some  diffi- 
culty in  securing  uniform  results,  it  was 
decided  that  a white  light  of  one  candle- 
power  could  be  seen  one  mile  distant;  two 
candle-power,  two  miles,  and  thirty  candle- 
power,  five  miles.  Bed  and  green  light* 
required  four  candle-power  to  make  them 
visible  at  one  mile,  and  forty  candle-power 
for  two  miles.  The  great  difference  is  due 
to  the  adsorption. of  light  by  the  colored 
glass. — American  Engineer . 
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The  metropolitan  journals  with  their  30 
and  40  pages  have  set  the  pace  for  rural  pa- 
pers, and  we  find  journals  which  make  any 
pretense  to  being  alive  following  hard  after. 
What  is  in  them?  Nothing  chiefly;  the 
local  news  occupies  possibly  a page,  the  ad- 
vertisements are  spread  over  two  or  three 
pages,  the  rest  of  it  is  syndicate  matter, 
stereotyped  stories  of  the  blood  and  thunder 
type,  miscellaneous  matter  compiled  from 
magazines  and  metropolitan  journals,  and 
machine-made  jokes.  It  it  all  very  dreary 
and  nobody  whose  time  is  worth  anything, 
or  who  has  any  money  to  spend,  pretends  to 
read  it.  The  press  of  to-day  is  retrograding, 
and  distinctly  behind  as  a representative  of 
public  opinion.— The  Engineer . 


The  engineers  on  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad  are  complaining  that  the  road  is 
often  so  badly  blockaded  that  they  are  laid 
up  on  side  tracks  for  periods  of  time  varying 
from  a few  hours  to  twelve  days,  during 
which  time  they  must  keep  their  engines 
alive  in  anticipation  of  a call  to  proceed. 
They  consider  that  they  ought  to  receive 
some  compensation  for  this  time  which  is 
lost  through  no  fault  of  theirs — a contention 
which  would  seem  to  be  founded  in  reason, 
to  say  the  least  of  it. — American  Machinist . 


Spurts  of  97  miles  an  hour  down  hill  may 
be  all  right  for  advertising  railways,  but  it 
is  a great  risk  to  the  passengers.  The  run- 
ning gear  is  not  built  for  any  such  speeds, 
and  flying  over  switches  at  this  rate  will  re- 
sult in  a serious  accident  if  the  practice  is 
continued.  A railway  superintendent  se- 
verely censured  an  engineer  who  ran  at  this 
speed  lately. — The  Engineer . 

i+ 

REDUCED  TO  $1.00. 

We  have  on  hand  a supply  of  bound  volumes  of 
the  Magazine  for  the  years  1891  and  1892. 

The  volumes  are  artistically  bound  in  a way  to 
withstand  wear,  and  we  need  not  say  are  intrin- 
s ically  valuable,  containing  as  they  do,  a wide  range 
of  topics  on  subjeots  well  calculated  to  interest  the 

general  reader,  as  well  as  those  who  are  the  6tu- 
ents  of  labor  problems. 

In  this  connection  we  suggest  that  these  bound 
volumes  of  the  Magazine  would  be  a valuable 
present  on  birthday  occasions,  er  as  tokens  of  re- 
membrance, to  be  presented  at  any  time,  and  as 
the  price  has  been  reduced  to  $1.00  we  shall  hope  to 
receive  sufficient  orders  to  reduce  the  supply, 
since  no  fireman's  library  would  be  oomplete  with- 
out one. 

By  addressing  Locomotive  Firemen’s  Maga- 
zine. Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  orders  will  be  prompt- 
ly filled.  Cash  must  accompany  each  order. 


CHARTS. 

To  whom  it  may  concern: 

Bro.  W.  J.  Hugo  announces  that  he  has  com- 
pletely exhausted  his  stock  of  charts  and  will  not 
have  any  more. 

Fraternally, 

F.  W.  Arnold,  G.  S.  and  T. 


GRAND  LODGE. 


ASSESSMENT  NOTICE  FOR  NOVEMBER. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  B.  of  L.  F., ) 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  November  l,  1893.  j 

ASSESSMENT  NO.  41,  $2.00. 

To  the  Receivers  of  Subordinate  Lodges: 

Sirs  and  Brothers:— You  are  hereby  notified  of 
the  death  and  disability  of  the  following  members 
entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  order,  viz: 

Claim  No.  1086.  Daniel  Gorman,  of  S.  S.  Merrill 
Lodge,  No.  188,  wa6  declared  totally  disabled  by 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  August  24, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1087.  Robert  Buxton,  of  Regina 
Lodge,  No.  276,  died  of  Congestion  of  Lungs,  April 
30,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1088.  Frank  Strub,  of  Custer  Lodge, 
No.  191,  was  killed  in  a Railway  Accident,  May 

8. 1893. 

Claim  No.  1089.  C.  T.  Huckaby,  of  Macon  Lodge, 
No.  246,  died  of  Hemorrhage  of  the  Lungs,  July  27, 
1893. 

Claim  NO.  1090.  Wm.  E.  Nye,  of  Las  Animas 
Lodge,  No.  344,  died  from  injuries  received  in  a 
Railway  Accident,  July  28, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1091.  Eugene  D.  Keller,  of  Las  Animas 
Lodge,  No.  844,  died  of  Peritonitis,  August  13,  1893. 

Claim  NO.  1092.  Augustus  Friday,  of  Orphans’ 
Hope  Lodge,  No.  466,  died  of  Consumption,  August 

18. 1893. 

Claim  No.  1093.  M.  J.  Gerron,  of  Loyal  Lodge, 
No.  207,  died  of  Typhoid  Fever,  August  21, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1094.  F.  T.  Wilson,  of  Resurrection 
Lodge,  No.  489,  was  declared  totally  disabled  by 
Loss  of  Arm,  August  22,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1096.  A.  J.  Hart,  of  Walnut  Valley 
Lodge,  No.  869,  was  declared  totally  disabled  by 
loss  of  Hand,  August  23, 1893. 

Claim  NO.  1096.  R.  H.  Wood,  of  Pike’s  Peak 
Lodge,  No.  218,  died  from  injuries  received  des- 
cending Pike’s  Peak,  August  25, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1097.  Wm.  L.  Best,  of  Metropolitan 
Lodge,  No.  363,  was  killed  in  a Collision,  August 

26. 1893. 
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Claim  No.  1098.  W.  S.  Chamberlain,  of  Tough - 
iogheny  Lodge,  No.  302,  died  , of  Typhoid  Fever, 
August  27, 1898. 

Claim  NO.  1099.  Samuel  R.  Wild,  of  Evening 
Star  Lodge,  No.  112,  died  of  Apoplexy,  August  29, 
1893. 

Claim  No.  1100.  Joseph  B.  Lemmons,  of  May- 
flower Lodge,  No.  415,  was  declared  totally  disabled 
with  Bright's  Disease,  September  2, 1893. 

Claim  No.  HOI.  Edward  Griffin,  of  Mayflower 
Lodge,  No.  415  was  declared  totally  disabled  by 
Paralysis,  September  2, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1102.  Robert  F.  Hill,  of  Front  End 
Lodge,  No.  345,  died  of  Acute  Nephritis,  September 
3,  1893. 

Claim  No.  llOS.  R.  E.  Sherrill,  of  Red  River 
Lodge,  No.  8,  died  of  Urethral  Fever,  September  4, 
1893. 

CLAIM  NO.  1104.  Edward  O'Neil,  of  J.  M.  Ray- 
mond Lodge,  No.  49,  was  declared  totaly  disabled 
by  having  Arm  Crushed,  September  11, 1893. 

Claim  1^0.  1106.  Perry  Unser,  of  A.  G.  Porter 
Lodge,  No.  141,  was  killed  in  a Railway  Accident, 
September  11, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1106.  W.  A.  Scherfe,  of  Nan voo  Lodge, 
No.  391,  was  declared  totally  disabled  by  Paralysis, 
September  11, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1107.  Edward  F.  Venner,  of  Adopted 
Daughter  Lodge,  No.  3,  died-kof  Typhoid  Fever, 
September  24, 1893. 

Claim  NO.  1108.  Wm.  S.  Allison,  of  Cherokee 
lx>dge,  No.  428,  was  declared  totally  disabled  by 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  September  25, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1109.  Willis  E.  Sage,  of  Blooming 
Lodge,  No.  40,  was  declared  totally  disabled  with 
Tuberculosis,  September  26, 1893. 

Claim  NO.  1110.  John  W.  Lynch,  of  High  Line 
Lodge,  No.  256,  was  killed  by  a Railway  Accident, 
February  10,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1111.  Wm.  F.  Hite,  of  Taylor  Lodge, 
No.  175,  was  killed  in  a Railway  Accident,  June  20, 
1893. 

Claim  NO.  1112.  Francis  M.  Kelley,  of  Eel  River 
Lodge,  No.  164,  was  declared  totally  disabled  by 
loss  of  Leg,  August  2, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1118.  H.  E.  Roseboom,  of  Friendship 
Lodge,  No.  375,  died  of  Typho- Malarial  Fever,  Au- 
gust 12, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1114.  Frank  Treakle,  of  St.  Joseph 
Lodge,  No.  43,  died  of  Typhoid  Fever,  September 

6. 1893. 

Claim  No.  1115.  Wm.  H.  Lambert,  of  Vandalia 
Lodge,  No.  405,  was  killed  in  a Railway  Accident, 
September  12,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1116.  Harry  D.  Attick,  of  Provident 
Lodge,  No.  220,  was  Run  Over  and  killed,  September 

14. 1893. 

Claim  No.  1117.  Abraham  L.  Ramsey,  of  Eureka 
Lodge,  No.  14,  was  declared  totally  disabled  with 
Paraly6i6,  September  15, 1893. 


Claim  No.  1118.  Chas.  H.  Stroh,  of  Prtmdeit 
Lodge,  No.  220,  died  of  Typhoid  Fever,  September 

22. 1893. 

Claim  No.  1119.  Peter  Young,  of  Wilson  Lodge. 
No.  272,  died  from  an  Abscess  on  Lungs,  September 
24,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1120.  Rush  Clawson,  of  Bockeyt 
Lodge,  No.  239,  died  of  Typhoid  Fever,  September 

29. 1893. 

Claim  No.  1121.  Chas.  F.  Robertson,  of  Frisco 
Lodge,  No.  51,  wa6  killed  in  a Railway  Accident, 
September  30,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1122.  Henry  Jerome,  of  Froaber 
City  Lodge,  No.  92,  died  of  Obstruction  of  Intes- 
tines, October  3, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1123.  August  P.  Euler,  of  C.  J.  Hepburn 
Lodge,  No.  160,  was  Run  Over  and  killed,  October  4, 
1893. 

Claim  NO.  1124.  Joseph  Sammis,  of  J.  A.  Logan 
Lodge,  No.  470,  was  declared  totally  disabled  b> 
Injury  to  Spine,  Octobers,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1125.  Richard  J.  Wyatt,  of  W.  Cfcaig 
Lodge,  No.  467,  was  killed  in  a Railway  Accident. 
October  7,  1893. 

Claim  No.  1126.  John  Weaver,  of  Bald  Eagle 
Lodge,  No.  418,  was  declared  totally  disabled  by 
Paralysis,  October  9, 1893. 

• Claim  No.  1127.  Geo.  W.  Lyons,  of  Midland 
Lodge,  No.  147,  was  declared  totally  disabled  with 
Consumption,  October  10, 1893. 

Claim  No.  1128.  Lewis  C.  Ricknbangb,  of  Anchor 
Lodge,  No.  54,  Fell  from  Engine  and  was  killed, 
October  10,  1893. 

An  assessment  of  Two  Dollars  ($2.00)  has  been 
levied  for  the  payment  of  the  above  claims,  sad 
you  are  required  to  forward  said  amount  for  mck 
member  whose  name  appears  on  the  rolls  of  mem 
bership  November  1st,  1893,  (also  for  all  members 
having  taken  a withdrawal  (limited  or  Anal)  qpr 
November  1st,  and  for  all  members  who  died  er 
were  totally  disabled  since  that  date),  said  remit 
lance  to  reach  the  Grand  Lodge  not  later  than  No- 
vember 20th,  1898,  as  provided  In  Section  50  o!  the 
Constitution.  Any  lodge  failing  to  make  retains  u 
above  provided  will  stand  suspended  from  all  the 
the  benefits  of  the  order,  as  per  Section  12  of  the 
Constitution. 

Yours  fraternally, 

F.  P.  Sargent,  G.  K- 

F.  W.  ARNOLD,  G.  S.  and  T. 


ADDRESSES  WANTED. 

JAMES  Smith.— Formerly  served  as  brakensr 
and  fireman,  and  was  located  at  Stranbvitte,  S.  D 
but  has  not  been  heard  from  for  more  than  a yew 
His  parents  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  hear  fm 
him,  and  will  be  grateful  to  reoeive  any  infens 
tion  in  respect  to  his  whereabouts.  Address  Jefci 
W.  Smith,  Box  249,  Elwood,  Ind. 

W.  H.  Sullivan,  a member  of  Davy  Crockett 
Lodge,  No.  145.  Was  last  heard  from  in  Preset 
Arizona.  Anyone  knowing  his  whereabout 
please  correspond  with  bis  lodge. 
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EDITORIAL. 


DECEMBER. 


“The  chill  rain  is  falling,  the  nipt  worm  is  crawling, 

The  riyers  are  swelling,  the  thunder  is  knelling 
For  the  year. 

The  blithe  swallows  are  flown,  and  the  lizards  each  gone 
To  his  dwelling. 

Come,  months,  come  away; 

Put  on  white,  black,  and  gray. 

Let  your  light  sisters  play — 

Ye  follow  the  bier 
Of  the  dying  old  year. 

And  make  his  grave  green,  with  tear  on  tear.” 

Since  we  wrote  our  “Farewell”  to  1892,  this  terraqueous  world, 
on  which  we  live,  move  and  have  our  being,  has  been  turning  on  its 
axis  at  the  rate  of  a thousand  miles  an  hour,  and  at  the  same  time 
has  been  tramping  along  the  same  old  trail  around  the  sun,  making 
the  journey  in  365  days,  6 hours  and  a fraction  of  an  hour,  at  the 
rate  of  1,130  miles  a minute,  or  67,800  miles  an  hour — -a  speed  that 
would  distance  Nancy  Hanks,  if  she  were  a cannon  ball  instead  of 
very  superior  horseflesh. 

Who  that  loves  the  starry  night,  or  the  full  orbed  day,  who  that 
loves  the  coming  of  the  seasons  in  their  order,  is  not  glad  that  the 
world  rolls  over  every  twenty-four  hours  and  completes  its  orbit 
around  the  sun  once  a year?  In  a word,  who  does  not  reioice  that 
this  world  of  ours  continues  to  do  business  at  the  old  stand  ? Who 
is  not  glad  to  see  Luna,  the  queen  of  night,  increase  her  store  of 
silver  every  month,  from  a mere  intimation  that  she  has  struck  the 
“white  metal,”  until  her  stock  of  bullion  is  coined  into  a “dollar  of 
the  daddies,”  6,540  miles  in  circumference,  a guarantee,  we  think, 
that  the  man  in  the  moon  is  no  gold  bug — cares  nothing  for  “ratio” 
or  “parity” — but  having  an  abundance  of  silver,  throws  it  down  upon 
the  earth  and  the  sea  with  such  a lavish  hand  that  the  whole  heavens 
seem  to  rejoice  over  the  benediction. 

But,  really,  we  did  not  grasp  our  faber  to  eulogize  this  mundane 
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sphere,  or  the  beautiful  satellite  that  attends  it  on  its  journey  around 
the  great  central  luminary.  The  earth,  it  is  said,  weighs  two  thou- 
sand trillions  of  tons,  and  anything  we  might  say,  complimentary  or 
otherwise,  would  neither  add  to  nor  subtract  from  its  incomprehensi- 
ble ponderosity.  It  is  able  to  take  care  of  itself,  Lieut.  Totten  to  the 
contrary,  notwithstanding.  It  is  sometimes  surmised  that  it  may 
eventually  be  caught  by  a tramp  comet  at  some  crossing,  but  should 
such  a casualty  occur,  we  surmise  there  would  be  one  comet  less  in 
the  world  of  space,  and  thereby  hangs  a tail  which  we  shall  not  dis- 
cuss at  this  writing;  our  reflections  are  headed  in  another  direction. 

Our  interest  in  the  movements  of  the  earth,  our  planet,  relates  to 
the  year  of  which  December  is  the  closing  month.  In  this  latitude, 
December  is  a frigid  month.  With  the  last  vibration  of  the  pendu- 
lum, December  3lst,  at  night’s  high  noon,  the  year  1893  expites,  and 
1894  is  ushered  in.  We  are  not  a mourner  at  the  bier  of  1893.  We 
have  no  tears  to  shed  over  his  demise.  There  is  no  resurrection  for 
him.  He  will  not  come  back.  What  he  has  been  we  know,  what 
his  successor  will  be  is  mere  conjecture.  We  value  1893  only  as  we 
value  his  predecessors,  for  the  lessons  of  experience  he  has  taught 
If  we  have  learned  notning,  then  the  year  has  been  a blank.  True, 
it  brought  us  seed  time  and  harvest.  We  have  ate  and  drank;  so 
have  the  cattle  on  a thousand  hills.  If  eating  and  drinking  is  all  of 
life,  if  there  is  no  growth  in  knowledge;  if  the  mind  has  remained 
passive  and  inert,  if  we  have  been  like  blind  horses  on  tread  mills 
used  for  sawinc  wood  for  the  pecuniary  benefit  of  others,  we  had 
better  been  dead  and  buried  in  the  Potter’s  field.  If  we  have  not 
taken  cognizance  of  passing  events,  if  we  have  been  mere  sign  posts 
on  the  highways,  silently  pointing  the  way  but  never  moving,  silent 
as  clods,  we  have  been  sleeping,  really  of  less  use  than  dead  peoples 
since  the  dead  do  fertilize  the  earth  and  help  to  tassel  the  com,  beard 
the  wheat  a,Dd  paint  the  lily. 

The  year  1893  has  given  the  world  an  abundance  of  food  for  re- 
flection— at  least,  that  portion  of  the  world  known  as  the  United 
States  of  America.  The  people  are  sometimes  called  the  world.  We 
refer  to  the  people — particularly  to  working  people,  wage  earners — 
the  real  “salt  of  the  earth,”  and  inquire  what  has  1893  done  for 
them?  Do  they  feel  like  decking  his  bier  with  flowere?  Do  tears 
of  regret  dim  their  eyes  as  they  contemplate  his  departure?  Let  us 
be  practical.  We  need  not  delve  for  facts.  These  are  on  the  sur- 
face— cold,  inflexible  and  relentless.  We  need  not  deal  in  metaphor, 
al  egory  nor  hyperbole.  What  are  the  terrible  lessons  which  1893 
has  taught  workingmen,  railroad  employes,  the  grand  army  to  whose 
credit  there  are  more  victories  than  Cyrus,  Alexander,  Caesar  and 
Napoleon,  combined,  could  boast,  and  every  one  a benediction? 

The  seasons  came.  The  earth,  responding  to  sunshine  and  shower, 
made  the  fields  fruitful  of  food.  There  was  enough  and  to  spare 
The  outlook  was  cheering,  hearts  beat  high  with  hope.  In  ten  thou- 
sand humble  homes  there  were  banquets  of  peace  and  joy.  Presto / 
Suddenly  the  industrial  heavens  were  overcast  with  storm  clouds; 
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darkness  overspread  the  land,  mines  were  closed,  forges  ceased  to 
roar,  the  shuttle  stood  still,  the  anvils  ceased  to  ring,  implements  of 
industry  fell  from  the  nerveless  hands  of  toilers,  until  multiplied 
thousands,  stricken  and  powerless,  contemplated  these  changed  con- 
ditions with  feelings  of  despair.  Poor  old  Job,  in  the  hands  of  Satan, 
having  been  robbed  of  property,  home  and  children,  and  covered  all 
over  with  boils,  wanted  the  day  on  which  he  was  born  stricken  from 
the  records.  He  could  not  be  accommodated,  nor  will  the  record  of 
1893  be  obliterated.  Why  this  record?  Well,  congressmen  and 
United  States  senators,  under  the  sanctity  of  their  oaths,  declare  that 
the  calamities  that  have  overtaken  the  country  are  the  result  of  con- 
spiracies formed  by  men  who  control  the  money  of  the  country— de- 
liberately entered  into  to  bring  about  wrecks  and  disaster — which  for 
suddenness  and  far  reaching  grasp,  are  unparalleled  in  the  history 
of  the  world.  We  hear  of  the  mills  of  the  gods,  which  grind  con- 
tinually and  grind  “ exceedingly  small,”  and  it  appears  that  every 
plutocrat  in  the  conspiracy  controlled  a grind  stone  of  Ferris  wheel 
proportions,  and  to  gain  their  ends,  were  willing  to  fill  the  land  with 
lamentations.  We  paint  no  fancy  sketch.  The  average  railroad  em- 
ploye will  concede  the  truthfulness  of  the  picture,  indeed,  will  be 
quick  to  declare  the  coloring  is  too  demure. 

The  year  1893,  though  it  afforded  conspirators  an  opportunity,  or 
a thousand  opportunities,  to  discharge  workingmen  and  shroud  their 
homes  in  gloom,  make  their  larders  strangers  to  food,  and  fill  their 
stomachs  with  hunger- pangs,  it  did  also,  be  it  said,  afford  organiza- 
tions of  railroad  employes  opportunities  to  say  : “ We  cannot  pre- 
vent the  discharge  of  our  associates  when  the  employer  says  they 
shall  be  exiled  from  work,  but,  when  the  demand  is  made  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  those  who  remain,  whose  burdens  and  responsibilities 
are  increased,  we  can  and  will  say,  no.”  Did  they  do  that  thing? 
Did  they  expand  to  the  full  proportions  of  men  knowing  their 
rights  and  daring  to  maintain  their  rights?  Nay,  verily.  The  organ- 
izations, boasting  of  their  individual  and  system-federated  strength, 
yielded  to  the  dictation  of  the  corporations.  It  was  a grand  opportu- 
nity for  the  organizations  to  have  presented  to  the  world  a spectacle  of 
federated  force.  What  was  it  that  workingmen  beheld?  An  exhi- 
bition of  system-federated  feebleness — at  once  a sham  and  a shame. 
To  analyze  it  is  to  drag  forth  an  entire  brood  of  human  infirmities, 
a condition  of  things  so  humilating  that  were  1893  a vagabond  dog, 
with  a tail  as  long  as  a comet,  he  would  quickly  get  it  between  his 
hind  legs,  and  with  a yelp  of  shame  and  with  a bound  equal  to  that 
of  the  famed  cow  that  jumped  over  the  moon,  scale  any  barrier, 
happy  to  get  out  of  sight. 

Here  we  put  the  question:  What  have  organizations  learned 
during  the  year  1893,  which  now  at  its  close,  they  can  recite  in  a 
spirit  of  honest  boastfulness?  Which  of  the  officials  of  the 
organizations,  as  he  travels  to  hold  communion  with  the  rank  and 
file,  expects  the  bands  to  play,  “ See,  the  Conquering  Hero  Comes?” 
What  battle  flag  can  he  display  bearing  upon  its  ample  folds  so 
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much  as  one  victory  won  for  railroad  employes?  If  there  have 
been  no  victories,  what  can  be  said  of  defeats  ? In  every  struggle 
the  organizations  have  gone  down.  Still  worse,  they  have  gone  down 
without  a struggle — deliberately  voted  to  surrender,  when  every 
heroic  impulse  demanded  that,  like  the  Spartans  at  Thermopylae 
they  should  have  chosen  to  be  taken  home  on  their  shields,  rather 
than  surrender  without  an  effort  to  resist  oppression. 

If  that  were  all  of  the  humilating  record,  1893  might  stand  up  in 
the  presence  of  the  centuries  gone  and  plead  the  cause  of  degener- 
acy, something  after  the  following  fashion  : 

“0,  centuries,  since  time  began,  hear  me  in  defense  of  weak 
knees  and  chicken  hearts.  I bear  you  a message  from  men  living  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  boastful  of  their  rights  and  their  inde- 
pendence, of  their  courage  and  self-reliance.  I come  to  you  with  a 
full  report  of  the  deliberations  of  men  in  council  who  solved  the 
mighty  problem  of  strikes — in  which  it  was  decided,  if  one  organiza- 
tion voted  to  wear  fetters,  bow  in  humble  submission  to  wrong  and 
degradation,  all  the  other  organizations,  dumb  as  camels,  should  in 
the  presence  of  their  masters  kneel  down  and  receive  their  burdens. 
0,  centuries,  I know  not  what  spectacles  of  degradation  you  have  wit- 
nessed since  the  slave  master  first  began  to  wield  his  lash  and  whip 
slavts  into  line;  it  is  only  for  me  to  report  to  you  that  during  my 
stay  in  the  United  States,  I heard  enough  system-federation  bravado, 
had  it  been  thunder,  to  have  shaken  the  stars  out  of  their  silver 
sockets,  and  the  back-out  and  back-down  machinery  in  operation 
was  adjusted  with  such  nicety  and  run  so  smoothly  that  unless 
something  is  done  my  successors  will  report  to  you,  O,  cen- 
turies, that  organizations  of  railroad  employes,  of  their  own 
free  will  and  by  vote,  will  be  saying  to  corporations,  ‘ When  you 
want  to  ride,  straddle  us,  and  when  you  feel  tired,  you  will  find  our 
prostrate  forms  as  soft  and  yielding  as  an  easy  chair,  or  a Vander- 
bilt 8ofa.,,, 

Is  all  lost?  Nol  Have  all  yielded?  No!  The  great  body  of 
railroad  employes  will  not  shave  off  their  whiskers,  nor  do  any  un- 
seemly thing  at  the  bidding  of  Nebuchadnezzarian  corporations. 
They  will  not  emulate  reptiles  and  crawl  in  the  dust ; they  will  not 
lick  the  boots  of  their  oppressors,  nor  kiss  the  rod  that  smites  them, 
and  don’t  let  it  be  forgotten,  1893,  in  his  address  to  the  centuries, 
will  report  a mighty  host  of  men,  who,  though  adverse  circum- 
stances have  environed  them,  have  resolved  to  change  circumstances, 
and  that  1894  will  find  these  men  larger,  more  fully  developed, 
stronger,  more  confident  and  defiant,  getting  nearer  together  for  the 
purpose  of  resenting  wrong  and  of  overcoming  defeat  brought  about 
by  b inds  made  of  straw,  and  of  tender  footed  generalship  which  ad- 
ministers beef  steak  to  corporations  and  “ rough  on  rats  ” to  the  rank 
and  file. 

Farewell  to  1893.  May  its  like  be  seen  no  more  while  the  earth 
turns  on  its  axis  and  revolves  around  the  sun.  Palaces  of  the  mil- 
lionaire ablaze  with  light,  homes  of  workingmen  shrouded  in  deep- 
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est  gloom.  Feasts  of  fat  things  on  the  one  hand,  with  Bacchanal 
songs  and  revelry  as  the  wine  foams  and  the  toast  goes  round,  while 
in  the  gathering  darkness  on  the  outside  men  and  women  nurse 
their  hunger  pangs  and  gather  about  them  their  tattered  clothes  to 
shield  them  from  the  merciless  storms. 

We  shall  hail  1894  in  a spirit  of  hope.  We  shall  trust  in  the 
conquering  power  of  education  gained  in  the  rugged  school  of 
experience. 

Christmas  bells  are  chiming  and  the  voice  of  the  humble  Nazarene 
is  heard  saying : “As  ye  would  that  others  should  do  to  you,  do  ye 
therefore  to  them,  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets.” 


“THE  commercial  and  political  considera- 
tions INVOLVED  IN  SYMPATHETIC  RAILROAD 

STRIKES.” 


Mr.  Joseph  Nimmo,  Jr.,  is  the  author  of  a pamphlet  in  which  he 
discusses  tne  subject  indicated  in  the  caption  we  have  reproduced 
from  his  pamphlet.  Mr.  Nimmo  was  statistican  of  the  United  States 
Treasury  Department  for  many  years,  and  for  aught  we  know  to  the 
contrary,  may  still  be  occupying  that  responsible  position. 

Mr.  Nimmo  deems  it  advisable  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  Messrs. 
Taft  and  Ricks,  the  United  States  judges  whose  judicial  jugglery 
with  the  law  in  the  case  of  men  vs.  the  corporation  in  the  Toledo, 
Ann  Arbor  & North  Michigan  Railroad  was  such  as  to  remind  one 
of  cuttlefish  tactics,  so  that  when  they  had  exploited  their  erudition 
the  case  became  utterly  incomprehensible  to  lawyers,  to  say  nothing 
of  laymen.  It  was  very  kind  in  Mr.  Nimmo  to  come  to  the  rescue 
of  the  judges  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  clear  what  was  exceed- 
ingly inky,  and  if  he  has  not  succeeded  in  nis  self-imposed  task,  he 
has  by  the  exhibition  of  intentions,  doubtless  secured  a free  railroad 
pa88y  and  possibly  more  substantial  rewards  from  railroad  corpora- 
tions, for  nis  fsympaihetic  contribution. 

Mr.  Nimmo  deplores  “ sympathetic  railroad  strikes.”  In  the  fierce 
struggle  which  workingmen  experience  to  obtain  and  maintain  their 
rights  against  the  rapacity  of  corporations,  Mr.  Nimmo  would  elimi- 
nate all  indication  of  sympathy,  which  means  fellow  feeling,  an 
agreement  of  inclinations,  kindness  towards  one  who  suffers  wrong 
and  injustice,  and  which  embodies  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  golden 
rule  oi  doing  unto  others  as  you  would  have  others  do  unto  you ; to 
that  sort  of  flapdoodle  Mr.  Nimmo  is  opposed  with  all  the  heart  he 
has  at  command. 

Mr.  Nimmo,  and  men  of  his  ilk,  explode  with  the  force  of  a shoot* 
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ing  cracker  when  dealing  with  the  sacredness  of  commerce,  particu- 
larly “ inter  state  commerce,”  the  sum  total  of  which  he  estimates  at 
$40,000,000,000  a year.  It  is  to  him  what  Nebuchadnezzar’s  golden 
image  was  which  he  set  up  and  then  demanded  that  nations  and 
tribes  and  tongues  should  fall  down  and  worship,  and  in  the  frenzy 
of  his  idolatry  and  self-iniportance,  human  rights  were  totally  ob- 
scured. Mr.  Nimmo  lifts  up  his  voice  and  shouts,  Commerce ! com- 
merce ! corporation ! law ! He  would  have  trains  move  though 
every  man  employed  in  the  work  should  be  ground  to  powder  by  tne 
wheels  of  commerce. 

Mr.  Nimmo  admits  u the  right  of  the  employes  of  railroad  com- 
panies to  organize  for  their  mutual  advancement  as  a class,”  but  this 
“ protection  ” must  not  include  the  slightest  inconvenience  to  com- 
merce. If,  however,  the  corporation  strikes  for  protection  against 
employes  and  discharges  a hundred  or  more  of  them,  neither  Mr. 
Nimmo,  Messrs.  Taft  and  Ricks,  nor  any  other  free  pass  advocate  of 
justice,  utters  so  much  as  one  word  in  regard  to  the  “ inconvenience 
of  commerce ; ” their  fees  do  not  invite  to  such  argumentative  gym- 
nastics; there  is  no  butter  on  such  cornbread— but,  when  it  comes 
to  the  railroad  employe,  then  law,  logic  and  lucre,  mingle  and  flow 
together  in  a resistless  tide;  it  is  the  one  tide  in  the  affairs  of  the 
corporation  that  leads  on  to  fortune,  and  court  and  corporation  strad- 
dle it  while  the  entire  tribe  of  Nimmos,  shout  as  the  pageant  passes 
along  and  distributes  nickels  for  their  support. 

Mr.  Nimmo  quotes  the  law  to  show  how  the  railroads  of  the  coun- 
try are  tied  together  endwise  and  the  tremendous  obligations  im- 
posed upon  them  by  statute,  and  then  endeavors  to  show  that  Messrs. 
Taft  ana  Ricks  by  their  decisions  have  pretty  effectually  welded  the 
railroad  employe  to  their  inter-state  tracks  and  machines.  Have 
they  done  it  ? That  is  the  real  question  before  the  country — all  else 
is  quite  immaterial.  The  question  is  going  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  nation.  It  is  vital,  it  is  far  reaching.  In  some  of  its  aspects 
it  is  terrible. 

Mr.  Nimmo  thinks  there  is  a vital  “political  question  involved,” 
in  which  he  is  right.  Nothing  less  than  the  enslavement  of  men  by 
statute  to  guard  commerce  to  protect  the  corporation.  “It  is  a ques- 
tion,” says  Mr.  Nimmo,  “which  involves  the  integrity  of  our  political 
institutions.”  What  is  this  overshadowing  question  which  startles 
Mr.  Nimmo?  This,  a “sympathetic  strike  of  railroad  employes” — 
and  Mr.  Nimmo  says,  “ this  is  no  exaggeration ; for  the  power  to  stop 
every  wheel  on  the  great  trunk  lines  of  the  country,  time  and  time 
again  asserted,  is  evidently  a much  more  strenuous  exercise  of  power 
than  that  which  the  National  Government  has  ever  seen  fit  to  exer- 
cise under  the  constitutional  authority  of  regulating  commerce 
among  the  states.” 

If  then  it  is  determined  by  the  supreme  judicial  power  of  the  na- 
tion, that  the  law  ties  men  to  the  machine,  makes  them  a part  of  the 
rolling  stock  of  the  corporation,  strikes  down  one  “inalienable 
right  ” of  the  citizen,  it  may  come,  and  it  should  come  as  a last  re* 
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sort,  to  maintain  the  rights  of  citizens,  to  “ stop  every  wheel  on  the 
great  trunk  lines  of  the  country.”  But  before  such  a calamity  be- 
falls the  country,  Congress  will  be  required  to  banish  such  an  infa- 
mous law  from  the  statute  books  of  the  nation — and  it  will  be  done. 
Mr.  Nimmo,  if  he  has  the  leisure,  should  write  another  pamphlet 
and  introduce  his  fancies,  indicative  of  the  task  which  would  be  per- 
formed of  reducing  to  bondage  the  railroad  employes  of  the  country, 
and  further,  to  intimate  the  ways  and  means  oy  which  the  sympa- 
thy one  workingman  has  for  another  may  be  successfully  crushed 
out. 

Mr.  Nimmo  proceeds  to  discuss  “ concrete  facts  which  have  an  im- 
portant bearing  upon  the  matter”  to  which  he  refers.  He  says  : 

There  are  employed  on  the  railroads  of  the  United  States  about  35,000  loco- 
motive engineers  and  36,000  firemen — in  all  about  71,000. 

The  total  number  of  persons  employed  in  gainful  occupations  in  the  United 
States  is  about  21,000,000. 

The  total  population  of  the  United  States  is  now  about  65,000,000. 

The  total  number  of  persons  employed  as  locomotive  engineers  and  fireman 
therefore  constitutes  about  the  ^ part  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  United  States  in  gainful  occupations,  and  about  the  part  of 
one  per  cent,  of  the  total  population  of  the  country. 

The  wages  paid  annually  to  locomotive  engineers  and  firemen  in  the  United 
States  amount  to  not  far  from  $76, 500, 000,  this  being  about  one-fifteenth  of 
the  total  disbursements  of  aU  kinds  by  railroad  companies  annually. 

The  value  of  the  railroad  property  of  the  country  is  not  far  from  $10,000,- 

000,000. 

The  value  of  the  commodities  transported  annually  on  the  railroads  of  the 
country  exceeds  $40,000,000,000.  The  aggregate  sum  paid  annually  in  wages 
to  locomotive  engineers  and  firemen  amounts,  therefore,  to  only  one-fifth  of 
one  per  cent,  of  the  total  annual  value  of  the  internal  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try. 

There  are  transported  on  the  railroads  of  the  United  States  about  530,000,- 
000  passengers  annually. 

During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1890,  each  passenger  locomotive  engine 
hauled  58,735  passengers. 

The  foregoing  serves  an  important  purpose  in  the  discussion — 
since  but  for  the  railroad  employes,  not  a wheel  would  turn  and  the 
entire  establishment  would  go  to  ruin,  and  since  the  employes  play 
such  an  important  part,  are  those  who  seek  to  oppress  and  degrade 
them  entitled  to  more  consideration  than  any  other  class  of  tvrants 
may  claim?  We  are  quite  willing  that  Mr.  Nimmo  should  here 
have  a hearing  as  to  his  estimate  of  locomotive  engineers  and  fire- 
men. He  says : 

The  locomotive  engineers  of  the  United  States  are  engaged  in  an  exceeding- 
ly important  occupation,  involving  peril,  and  full  of  heroic  fascination.  They 
perform  an  essential  function  in  the  conduct  of  the  grandest  system  of  trans- 
portation ever  seen  on  this  planet — the  American  railroad  system— a vast  and 
complex  organization  formed  by  the  co-ordination  of  many  elements,  personal, 
commercial,  financial,  and  mechanical,  and  sustaining  vitaUy  important  rela- 
tions to  the  commercial  and  social  life  of  the  nation.  This  system  of  trans- 
portation, with  its  multiform  relationships,  constitutes  the  business  environ- 
ment of  the  locomotive  engineers  and  firemen  of  the  country,  an  environment 
with  which  they  must  live  in  harmony  in  order  to  secure  their  own  weU-being, 
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and  in  order  that  they  may  be  useful  In  the  great  work  of  internal  commerce. 
This  is  beyond  all  question. 

Read  the  foregoing  and  then  ask  if  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
men  Mr.  Nimmo  eulogizes  are  likely  to  submit  without  resistance  to 
statutes  or  decisions  which  reduces  them  to  degrading  vassalage  that 
commerce  may  be  prosperous  among  the  states?  The  men  who 
work  on  railroads  are  tne  friends  of  commerce,  progress  and  pros- 
perity, quite  as  devoted  and  sincere  as  an  average  judge,  corporation, 
president,  bondholder,  merchant,  princely  manufacturer,  or  even 
Mr.  Nimmo  himself— but  they  do  not  propose  to  be  enslaved— nor 
will  oceans  of  panegyrical  adulations  quiet  them  while  judges  of  the 
Taft  and  Ricks  style  or  any  other  model  are  applying  the  branding 
iron.  This  country  has  had  quite  enough  of  slavery  and  if  the 
shackles  struck  from  the  limbs  of  negroes  are  to  be  rivited  by  court 
decrees  upon  the  limbs  of  white  men,  then  there  will  be  trouble, 
which  will  be  Vesuvian  volcano  compared  to  an  ordinary  smoke 
stack.  Enslaving  statutes  will  not  stand,  decisions  of  judges  will 
not  stand  the  onset.  But  the  form  of  American  government  as  the 
fathers  made  it,  will  not  pass  away  in  the  struggle — not  much— but 
it  will  be  wrested  from  the  grasp  of  plutocrats  and  their  aiders  and 
abettors — and  with  its  pristine  beauty  and  glory  reinstated  it  will 
stand  and  the  “ gates  of  hell”  shall  not  prevail  against  it,  and  the 
Nimmos,  Tafts  and  Ricks  may  as  well  take  notice. 


RAILWAY  STATISTICS. 


The  fifth  statistical  report  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion, prepared  by  its  statistician  for  the  year  ending  J une  30, 1892, 
was  recently  made  public. 

The  total  railway  mileage  of  the  United  States  on  the  date  named 
is  given  as  171,563  miles,  capitalized  at  $10,226,748,134  or  an  average 
valuation  per  mile  of  $59,609. 

It  will  be  universally  admitted  that  to  place  the  average  cost  ot 
railroads,  including  all  equipments,  at  $30,000  per  mile  is  sufficiently 
extravagant  to  silence  all  objections.  It  is  seen,  therefore,  that  the 
amount  of  water  in  the  capitalization  is  $4,479,858,563. 

To  account  for  the  creation  and  the  maintenance  of  this  colossal 
fraud  upon  the  public  paralyzes  the  ordinary  intellect.  It  is  a fact 
that  makes  fiction  blush,  a central  crime,  like  the  sun  in  our  solar 
system,  around  which  ten  thousand  other  crimes  revolve  and  are  vi- 
talized. Since  Jehovah  “ repented  ” that  he  had  made  man,  because 
of  his  wickedness,  no  fraud  m business  affairs  of  which  history  gives 
so  much  as  a hint,  forms  even  a remote  parallel  to  this  water  cap- 
italization fraud  of  American  railroads.  It  is  the  one  Chimbora- 
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zian  peak  in  the  Andean  chain  of  frauds  that  defies  characterizar 
tion.  And,  strange  to  say,  grand,  and  peculiar  as  it  is,  challeng- 
ing as  it  does  the  amazement  of  men,  if  not  of  angels,  it  has  its 
comical  side,  and  never  appears  more  ludicrous  than  when  the  men 
who  own  the  roads  plead  poverty  and  assure  their  hard  worked  em- 
ployes that  they  must  reduce  their  wages  to  prevent  bankruptcy,  and 

the  employes,  imagining  themselves  caught  between  H alifax  and 

the  deep  sea,  vote  to  accept  the  reduction  and  reallv  sympathize  with 
the  corporations  which  are  trying,  under  many  difficulties,  to  assure 
their  employes  that  their  wind,  water  and  cash  are  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  handle. 

The  report  says  that  “ the  gross  earnings  from  the  operation  of 
railways  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1892,  were  $1,171,407,343. 
The  operating  expenses  were  $780, 997, 996.  From  this  it  appears  that 
the  net  earnings  from  the  operation  of  railways  were  $390  409,347.' 
The  income  to  the  railways  from  investments  was  $141,960,782,  mak- 
ing, with  the  net  income  from  operation,  an  aggregae  of  $532,370,129.” 

Here  we  have  a net  income  of  $532,370,129,  which  is  5.2  per  cent,  on 
the  capitalization  of  $10,226,748,134,  which  includes  $4,979  858,536  of 
water.  If  we  draw  off  the  water  we  find  the  amount  of  cash  in  the 
capitalization  to  be  $5,146,890,000,  and  the  net  earnings  being  $532,- 
370,129  shows  that  the  net  earnings  upon  the  cash  invested,  was  10.3 
per  cent.  Thus  it  seems  that,  whether  we  include  the  water  or  expel 
it,  the  net  per  cent,  of  earnings  is  sufficient,  one  would  think,  to  war- 
rant an  increase  instead  of  a decrease  of  wages  paid  employes. 

Referring  to  equipment,  the  statistican  says:  <4  The  total  number  of 
locomotives  on  June  30th,  1892,  was  33,136.  Of  these  8,848  were  pas- 
senger locomotives,  17,559  locomotives  were  assigned  to  the  freight 
service,  4,355  were  switch  locomotives,  and  2,374  were  unclassified  and 
leased.  The  increase  in  passenger  locomotives  during  the  year  has 
been  130  and  of  freight  locomotives  680.  The  total  number  of  cars 
reported  by  carriers  as  their  property  was  1,215,092.  Of  these  966,- 
998  were  in  the  freight  service,  36,901  were  assigned  to  the  companies’ 
service,  and  35,978  were  assigned  to  fast  freight  line  service.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  above  cars  owned,  the  companies  report  146,339  cars 
leased.  It  should,  however,  be  remembered  that  these  figures  are 
exclusive  of  cars  owned  by  private  companies  and  leased  to  shippers 
for  the  purpose  of  transportation.  The  average  number  of  locomo- 
tives per  100  miles  of  line  is  20,  the  average  number  of  passenger  cars 
per  100  miles  of  line  is  18,  the  average  number  of  cars  used  in  the 
freight  service  per  100  miles  of  line  is  708  These  figures  show  a de- 
cided increase  in  density  of  rolling  stock  over  the  previous  year.  The 
number  of  passengers  carried  per  passenger  locomotive  was  63,399, 
and  passenger  mileage  per  passenger  locomotive  was  1,510,273.  The 
number  of  freight  cars  per  1,000,000  tons  of  freight  was  1,627.  This 
is  a decrease  of  thirty-nine,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
There  has  been  an  increase  during  the  year  in  the  number  of  locomo- 
tives and  cars  fitted  with  automatic  couplers  and  train  brakes.  The 
report  shows  a total  increase  in  equipment  of  27,139,  and  an  increase 
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in  equipment  fitted  with  train  brakes  of  68,537,  and  an  increase  in 
equipment  fitted  with  automatic  couplers  of  75,299.” 

The  foregoing  figures  indicate  the  immensity  of  the  railroad  enter- 
prises of  the  country,  to  carry  forward  which,  required  821,415  em- 
ployes, an  increase  of  37,130  over  the  previous  year.  The  report  says 
that  “ assuming  an  increase  in  the  total  numlfer  of  inhabitants  dur- 
ing the  year  of  1,250,000,  it  appears  that  the  ratio  of  increase  in  rail- 
way employes  to  the  increase  in  population  was  1 to  34.  The  ratio 
of  total  railway  employes  to  total  number  of  inhabitants  was  1 to  79. 
The  railway  industry  makes  each  year  larger  demands  upon  the  labor 
of  the  people.  It  is  significant,  however,  to  notice  that  the  most  of 
the  increase  in  railway  employment  is  confined  to  the  territory  east 
of  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  the  Ohio  rivers  and  to  the  Pacific  slope.” 
It  is  stated  that  the  total  operating  expenses  amounted  to  $780,997,- 
996,  and  that  the  number  of  persons  employed  was  821,415,  if,  there- 
fore, “operating  expenses”  meant  simply  the  wages  of  employes, 
their  average  earnings  would  be  $950,  or  an  average  of  $3.16  a aay  for 
300  days.  It  is  safe,  however,  to  say  that  the  average  of  wages  paid 
does  not  exceed  $2.75  ranging  all  the  way  from  80  cents  a day  to 
$17.50. 

That  portion  of  the  report  relating  to  casualties  involving  death 
and  disability  will  attract  attention.  It  is  as  follows : 

The  number  of  railway  employes  killed  during  the  year  covered  by  the  report 
was  2,554,  being  less  than  the  number  killed  during  the  previous  year.  The 
number  of  employes  Injured,  however,  was  in  excess  of  the  number  injured 
during  the  previous  year,  being  28,267.  The  number  of  passeng-rs  killed  was 
largely  in  excess  of  the  number  killed  during  the  previous  year,  being  376  in 
1892  as  against  293  in  1891;  while  the  number  of  passengers  injured  was  3,227 
in  1892,  as  against  2,972  in  1891.  An  assignment  of  casualties  to  the  opportu- 
nity offered  for  accidents  shows  one  employe  to  have  been  killed  for  every  322 
employee,  and  one  employe  to  have  been  injured  for  each  twenty-nine  men  in 
the  employ  of  the  raUways.  A similar  comparison  shows  one  passenger  killed 
for  each  1,491,910  passengers  carried,  or  for  each  35,542,282  passenger  miles, 
and  one  passenger  injured  for  each  173,833  passengers  carried,  or  each  4,140,966 
passenger  miles.  The  largest  number  of  casualties  to  employes  resulted  from 
coupling  and  uncoupling  cars,  378  employes  having  been  killed  and  10,319  in- 
jured wnile  rendering  this  service.  Of  the  total  number  killed  in  coupling  and 
uncoupling  cars  253,  and  of  the  total  number  injured  7,766  were  trainmen.  The 
accidents  classed  as  “ falling  from  cars  ” were  in  this  year  as  in  previous  years 
responsible  for  the  largest  number  of  deaths  among  employes,  the  number 
killed  in  this  manner  being  611.  Of  this  number  485  were  trainmen.  Colli- 
sions and  derailments  were  responsible  for  the  death  of  431  employes.  Of  this 
nuumber  336  were  trainmen.  This  class  of  accidents  is  responsible  also  for 
the  largest  number  of  casualties  to  passengers.  Thus  177  passengers  were 
killed  and  1,539  were  injured  by  collisions  and  derailments  during  the  year. 
Collisions  alone  were  responsible  for  the  death  of  286  employes  and  136  pas- 
sengers. 

It  is  here  shown  that  there  were  killed  and  injured  during  the  year 
30,821  employes,  and  of  them  10  697  were  killed  and  injured  by 
coupling  and  uncoupling  cars  at  which  rate  the  entire  army  of  821,- 
415  employes  would  be  killed  and  disabled  in  twenty-five  years,  but 
as  the  men  who  are  killed  and  injured  are  cheifly  train  men,  and  as 
their  number  constitute  about  one-third  of  the  number  of  the  em- 
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ployes,  or  say  275,000,  the  killing  and  maiming  at  the  rate  of  30,821 
a year,  would  kill  and  disable  the  entire  force  in  about  nine  years. 
It  is  a frightful  outlook  to  contemplate  but  in  the  horrifying  figures 
before  us  showing  the  number  killed  and  maimed  during  the  past 4 
ten  years  the  sum  total  would  doubtless  amounj  to  300,000,  and  yet 
it  is  a fact  that  railroad  corporations  are  ceaselessly  engaged  in  trying 
to  reduce  the  wages  of  their  employes,  who  day  and  nignt  are  work- 
ing where  death  and  disaster  are  forever  lurking. 


EUROPEAN  MILITARY,  MONEY  AND  MISERY. 


Nations  are  no  longer  isolated.  Electricity  and  steam  have  made 
them  near  neighbors.  The  concern  of  one  is  becoming  more  and 
more  the  concern  of  all.  Thoughtful  men  in  the  United  States  can- 
not contemplate  the  steadily  increasing  armies  of  Europe  with 
composure.  Our  attention  is  called  to  a recent  article  in  the  New 
York  Herald,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  at  the  date  of  the  Crimean 
war,  1854,  the  aggregate  strength  of  the  armies  of  the  great  powers 
of  Europe  did  not  exceed  3,000,000  in  round  numbers,  while  to-day, 
after  the  lapse  of  thirty-nine  years,  it  is  more  than  20,000,000,  an  in- 
crease of  700  per  cent. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  at  least  a great  majority  of  them, 
treat  with  indifference  figures  relating  to  European  military  affairs, 
growing  out  of  the  fact,  perhaps,  that  they  regard  with  quite  as 
much  indifference  the  military  affairs  of  their  own  country.  Here 
we  have  what  is  called  a regular  army  of  about  25,000  men,  costing 
annually,  say,  $30,000,000,  an  establishment  so  small  that  it  seldom 
occupies  the  attention  of  the  average  citizen.  We  notice,  because 
the  facts  are  forced  upon  our  attention  daily,  that  Europe  is  an- 
nually sending  vast  armies  of  immigrants  to  our  shores,  and  work- 
ingmen complain  because  the  influence  of  these  arrivals  is  to  reduce 
wages,  but  we  do  not  stop  to  consider  why  such  vast  numbers  come 
to  us.  We  have  tabulated  figures  relating  to  wages  and  production, 
with  an  occasional  statement  showing  the  deep  degradation  of  the 
subjects  of  monarchies^  but  too  seldom  do  we  seek  to  know  the  real 
cause  of  the  sad  condition  from  which  these  wretched  people  would 
escape. 

It  is  stated  that  in  1869  the  fighting  force  of  Europe  was  7,000,000 
of  soldiers;  the  number  in  1892  was  12,600,000,  but  as  everybody  an- 
ticipates war,  laws  have  been  enacted,  which  as  soon  as  they  take 
eff  ct,  the  armies  of  Europe  will  show  the  sum  total  of  22,448,000 
soldiers  armed  and  equipped  for  war,  costing  annually  $1,00(1,000,000, 
as  follows : 
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Germany 5,000,000 

France 1,350,000 

Russia 1,000.000 

Italy 2,236,000 

* Austria-Hungary 1,900,000 

Turkey 1,150,000 

Spain P 800,000 

England  602,000 

Sweden  and  Norway 338,000 

Switzerland 189,000 

Roumania 280,000 

Belgium 258,000 

Bulgaria  200,000 

Holland 185,000 

Greece  180,000 

Servta  180,000 

Portugal  151,600 

Denmark  91,000 

Montenegro 55,000 


Total  22,118,000 


The  population  of  Europe,  in  round  numbers,  is.  300,000,000;  if 
the  United  States  should  determine  to  have  a standing  army  based 
upon  population,  equal  to  that  of  Germany,  it  would  number 
6,500  000  soldiers,  ana  this  military  establishment  would  cost  annu- 
ally, at  the  wages  now  paid  for  soldiers,  not  less  than  $650,000,000, 
to  say  nothing  of  equipments. 

Taking  such  a view  of  the  subject,  it  is  at  once  seen  why  it  is 
that  Europeans  fly  from  their  country  to  find  homes  in  the  Uniedt 
States,  free  from  military  despotism,  and  where  their  scanty  eamingB 
are  not  taken  by  the  authorities  to  maintain  in  peace  the  pomp  and 
circumstance  of  war. 


TEE  COLUMBIAN  FAIR. 


In  writing  of  the  great  American  Exposition,  held  in  Jackson 
Park,  Chicago,  at  once  the  mind  relaxes  its  grasp  upon  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  Exhibition,  its  cost,  its  national  and  international  im- 
portance and  its  historical  significance  and  while  the  heart  beats  like 
a muffled  drum,  enters  the  house  of  mourning,  where,  cold  in  the 
embrace  of  death  lies  Carter  Harrison,  slain  by  an  insane  wretch. 
During  all  the  months,  from  May  to  the  closing  days  of  October, 
Carter  Harrison,  as  a citizen,  and  as  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
great  metropolis  of  the  west,  had  in  a thousand  ways  given  eclat  to 
the  Columbian  Fair.  On  all  occasions,  his  great  intellect,  his  wide 
information,  his  profound  knowledge  of  men  and  aflairs  had  given 
to  the  great  undertaking  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  nations  of 
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the  earth  embellishments  which  only  great  and  cultured  mind  forces 
are  capable  of  bestowing.  In  the  midst  of  royalty  and  titled  aris- 
tocracy the  Democratic  Mayor  of  Chicago,  the  untitled  American 
sovereign,  the  exponent  of  Republican  simplicity  towered  aloft,  the 
peer  of  tne  highest  and  the  superior  of  all  snobdom,  regardless  of 
titles  and  self  assumption  of  superiority. 

To  murder  such  a man  at  any  time,  is  a national  calamity;  to  strike 
him  down  at  the  time  when  the  crime  was  perpetrated,  defies,  we 
care  not  how  gifted  the  pen,  adequate  characterization.  We  shall 
not  attempt  it.  The  President  of  the  United  States  touched  the 
button  that  set  the  machinery  in  motion  on  the  day  the  fair  opened, 
and  the  booming  of  cannon  was  heard  around  the  world.  Flags 
were  unfurled  to  the  winds,  and  the  grand  celebration  of  the  four 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  a new  world  began.  Six 
months  sped  by,  the  day  approached  for  closing  the  great  celebration 
in  a manner  worthy  of  the  event — when  the  finger  of  a crazy  assassin 
touched  the  trigger  of  a death  dealing  weapon,  and  in  twenty  min- 
utes the  soul  of  Carter  Harrison  had  taken  its  eternal  flight — and 
gloom,  like  a pall,  fell  upon  a great  city  and  upon  a great  nation  and 
the  fair  passed  into  history  blotched  with  blood.  As  we  write  there 
is  not  a capital  in  all  Christendom,  nor  scarcely  in  pagan  lands, 
where  the  untoward  event  is  not  commented  upon  with  sorrow. 

It  were  folly  to  discuss  theories  relating  to  cranks.  Insanity  is 
often  methodical,  and  to  such  an  extent  that  experts  find  it'd  fficult 
to  trace  the  dividing  line  between  reason  and  madness.  Insanity  in 
its  mildest  forms  is  dangerous  and  the  time  has  come  to  beware  of 
cranks,  creatures  who  brood  over  fancied,  as  well  as  real  ills — bigots, 
who  imagine  themselves  the  ambassadors  of  Heaven  and  who  stand 
ready,  if  not  restrained,  to  light  the  fires  of  hell  upon  earth,  and 
satiate  their  cannibal  thirst  with  a brother  s blood.  Uarter Harrison 
owes  his  premature  and  awful  death  to  the  murderous  insanity  of  a 
crank,  who  had  become  melancholy  over  a fancied  wrong. 

In  writing  of  the  great  Columbian  Fair,  it  scarcely  suffices  to  say 
that  from  first  to  last,  as  an  enterprise,  it  was  a splendid  success. 
Ordinarily,  such  a statement  might  be  accepted  as  referring  to  finan- 
ces. We  speak  of  the  Fair  in  a far  broader  sense.  It  was  a success 
financially.  From  first  to  last,  the  paid  admissions  amounted  to 
21.458 910,  as  follows:  May,  1,050,037;  June,  2,675,113;  July,  2,760,- 
263;  August,  3,5.15,493;  September,  4,658,907;  October,  6,799,107,  and 
the  total  revenues,  from  all  sources,  aggregate  about  $10,500,000. 

Such  figures  mustrate  the  financial  side  of  the  Fair.  But  when 
we  attempt  to  estimate  its  educational  influences  upon  the  American 
mind,  figures,  whether  numerals  or  the  figures  of  rhetoric,  become 
almost  expressionless.  To  say  that  the  Columbian  Fair  was  grand, 
wonderful,  unique,  conveys  to  the  mind  no  adequate  conception  of 
the  enterprise.  It  stands  out  the  latest  of  the  wonders  of  the  world. 
We  make  no  attempt  to  accomplish  the  impossible.  To  have  seen 
it  was  to  have  made  the  voyage  around  the  world — the  acquaintance 
of  the  nations  of  the  earth,  in  their  own  climes  and  environments, 
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“from  Greenland’s  icy  mountains  to  India’s  coral  strands,”  from  the 
homes  of  the  Esquimaux  to  the  homes  of  the  Dahomeyans— Christian, 

Eagan  and  savage — all  were  grouped  in  Jackson  Park.  Costumes, 
ouses,  huts,  and  customs,  with  products  of  field,  farm,  mine,  factory 
and  studio,  requiring  days  and  weeks  to  enable  the  mind  to  grasp  the 
alpha  of  the  Fair,  the  task  of  reaching  its  omega  being  of  such  a 
herculean  character  that  not  one  visitor  in  a thousand  accomplished 
it. 

The  Fair,  after  all,  was  the  sublimest  testimony  the  world  has 
ever  heard  or  seen,  in  all  the  centuries,  of  the  civilizing,  elevating, 
liberalizing  force  of  labor.  Everywhere,  from  the  turn  stiles  through 
which  the  millions  passed  to  review  the  wonders  of  the  Fair — over 
all,  above  all,  surrounding  all,  the  imagination,  without  an  effort, 
could  see  written,  as  vivid  as  electric  light,  the  announcement  that 
the  Columbian  Fair  is  monumental  of  the  achievements  of  labor. 

We  make  no  objection  to  the  claim  capitalists  may  set  up  that 
behind  it  all  was  money.  We  are  quite  willing  to  admit  the  alliance 
between  money  and  laoor  in  the  accomplishments  of  great  undertak- 
ings, but  this  must  be  said,  because  it  is  true  that  the  greater  credit 
is  due  to  labor,  because,  it  is  the  creator  of  the  capital  with  which, 
where  justice  holds  the  scales,  it  is  in  ceaseless  harmony. 

Referring  again  to  the  close  of  the  Fair,  October  30th,  1893,  we 
repeat  that  but  for  the  tragic  death  of  Mayor  Harrison,  the  Colum- 
bian Fair  would  have  passed  into  history  as  the  grandest  achieve- 
ment the  nations  of  the  earth  have  known  since  Pharaoh  built  the 
Pyramids. 


A Constantinople  morning  paper,  under  the  caption  of  Four  le$ 
Damesy  referred  to  the  Sultan’s  harem  in  a way  that  displeased  his 
highness,  whereupon  the  editor  was  relieved  oi  his  head  and  the 
Censor  was  reduced  to  a eunuch  and  morning  papers  were  at  once 
suppressed.  Later  on,  they  were  permitted  to  proceed,  but  now 
each  paper  has  a Censor,  and  powerless  dames  is  not  one  of  their 
features. 


The  tomb  of  Noah  has  been  discovered,  and  it  will  soon  be  in 
order  to  organize  a pilgrimage  to  the  sacred  spot  to  enable  sorrowing 
relations  to  Whereas  and  shed  a few  tears  in  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Old  Man’s  success  in  saving  the  human  family*  from  death  by 
drowning. 


The  New  York  Hei'ald  proclaims  a labor  jubilee,  when  “any 
grievances  which  workingmen  may  have  will  be  easily  redressed  and 
every  wrong  easily  righted.”  Why  not  predict,  a time  when  rat- 
tlesnakes will  hunt  a dentist  to  have  their  fangs  extracted? 


It  happens  at  last,  that  a private  citizen  of  France,  can  sue  a 
member  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  and  drag  him  into  court,  regard- 
less of  his  trappings. 
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BY  JOS*  GB08. 


Civilization  has,  so  far,  been  but  the  constant  clashing  of  two 
elements,  labor  and  monopoly.  The  latter  is  essentially  a human 
institution.  The  former  is  essentially  divine.  It  constitutes  God’s 
primary  law  at  the  very  inception  of  civilized  man,  if  by  that  we 
mean  man  with  certaid  perceptions  of  duty  to  a higher  power  than 
himself.  We  can  trace  all  human  disasters  to  the  fact  that  labor, 
that  primary  law  of  God,  has  always  been  treated  as  a secondary  force 
in  the  councils  of  all  nations.  What  we  call  legislation  has  been 
nothing  but  a perpetual  coquetting  with  monopoly  in  all  possible 
forms.  No  wonder  that  the  path  of  civilization  is  strewn  with  dis- 
asters. No  wonder  that  all  progress  has  been  saturated  with  tears 
and  despair.  It  has  been  a naked  human  progress,  with  hardly  any 
substantial  elements  of  the  divine,  with  hardly  any  precise  concep- 
tions of  duties  to  each  other?  mucn  less  of  duties  to  a higher  power 
than  ourselves,  or  to  the  basic  laws  that  preside  over  the  universe, 
and  hence  over  human  acts,  individual  and  collective. 

And  yet,  men  have  been  religious  enough,  after  a fashion.  The 
only  trouble  is  that  religious  sentiment  has  strangled  the  ethical 
principle,  without  which  religion  is  but  a mass  of  negations.  We 
don’t  need  to  quarrel  at  all  with  that  sentiment  in  religion,  and  each 
man,  or  set  of  them,  should  exhibit  it  in  any  form  they  see  fit,  but 
why  divorce  it  from  ethics?  Without  such  a divorce  we  would 
never  have  had  any  infidelity,  nor  any  fanaticism,  much  less  any 
religious  disagreements.  Without  such  a divorce  we  would  all  have 
easily  perceived  that  the  hereafter  would  be  all  right,  if  we  only  took 
care  of  the  present  on  high,  noble  conceptions  of  life.  And  life  is 
but  joy,  because  of  duties  performed.  That  is  what  life  shall  be 
under  a correct  civilization.  And  we  shall  have  that  as  soon  as  we 
raise  the  lowest  of  the  low  on  a level  with  ourselves.  Nothing  shall 
be  done  until  that  is  done.  Let  us  now  drop  to  the  task  we  have 
undertaken. 

We  propose  to  estimate  what  monopoly  absorbs  out  of  the  net 
annual  earnings  that  labor  creates.  Let  us  rest  our  estimates  on  12^ 
millions  family  groups  in  1890,  at  an  average  net  product  of  $900, 
total  11 J billions.  Statisticians  call  the  total  average  product  $1,000 
per  family  group,  but  we  prefer  to  allow  at  least  $100  per  family 
as  necessary  to  meet  the  wear  and  tear  of  our  tools  of  production,  and 
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that  includes  the  keeping  of  our  working  animals.  We  shall  have  a 
million  family  groups  as  representing  the  wealthy  non-producers,  or 
pretty  nearly  so.  That  would  leave  us  twelve  millions  of  real  work- 
ing family  groups,  the  labor  power  of  the  nation. 

What  is  the  sum  that  that  labor  power  did  receive  in  1890,  out  of 
the  11 J millions  annual  net  product?  First,  let  us  divide  the  work- 
ers in  two  general  groups.  We  shall  call  them  inferior  and  superior 
workers,  although  we  don’t  like  such  adjectives  at  all.  By  inferior 
workers  we  simply  mean  those  who  perform  the  labor  requiring  less 
intelligence,  in  opposition  to  those  engaged  in  labor  requiring  greater 
intelligence.  But,  could  the  latter  exist  without  the  former?  The 
artists  who  decorate  all  palaces,  monuments  and  cathedrals,  what 
would  become  of  them  without  the  humble,  inferior  workers  that 
dig  the  ground  to  make  room  for  the  foundations,  and  those  who 
simply  cut  the  rocks  and  cart  it  from  yonder  hills,  and  so  on? 

Take  the  orator,  the  poet,  the  painter,  the  writer,  up  to  a Cicero,  a 
Virgil,  a Velasques,  a Fenelon,  where  would  they  be  if  somebody 
had  not  raised  the  food  and  all  other  needs  of  life  they  had  to  con- 
sume while  forming  themselves,  and  while  giving  to  humanity  their 
own  productions? 

The  fact  is,  what  we  call  inferior  workers  are  the  most  indispensable 
of  all,  the  ones  without  whom  no  high  human  productions  are  pos- 
sible, in  any  line  or  sense.  It  looks,  then,  as  if  we  were  entitled  to 
assert  that,  in  the  order  of  nature,  on  the  plane  of  ethics  and  moral 
sense  we  should  not  have  any  great  discrepancy  between  the  labor 
earnings  of  the  inferior  and  superior  workers,  as  general  averages, 
and  under  equal  conditions  of  fidelity  to  the  work  performed,  with 
mighty  few  exceptions,  anyhow.  W e mean  that  a correct  civilization 
would  give  to  the  humblest  faithful  worker  a full  enjoyable  living. 
Also  that  such  a civilization  would  breed  men  who  would  seldom 
care  for  any  more  than  that  full  enioyable  living  and  could  not  very 
well  have  any  more,  because  unable  to  crush  anybody. 

Suppose  that  out  of  our  12  millions  working  families  we  have  10 
millions  falling  under  the  classification  of  inferior  workers,  and  2 
millions  under  that  of  superior  workers.  The  average  annual  earn- 
ings of  the  former  are  not  over  $450.  Four  hundred  and  fifty,  ex- 
tremes from  $360  to  $600,  after  deducting  periods  of  sickness,  absenoe 
of  work  from  industrial  disturbances,  or  aimatic  conditions,  etc.,  etc. 

Now,  what  about  the  average  for  the  2 million  family  groups  of 
superior  workers?  We  mean  what  they  really  obtain  from  their 
labor,  on  an  ethical  social  basis,  and  not  what  they  may  obtain  now 
and  then,  as  small  fry  monopolists,  or  because  of  salaries  more  or 
less  tinged  with  the  monopolistic  element  of  our  present  industrial 
conditions.  Suppose  that  we  call  that  average  $800,  extremes  from 
over  $600  up  to  $1,500.  We  already  allow  a great  deal,  nearly  double 
the  average  earnings  of  the  mass  of  workers  without  whom  most  of 
the  superior  workers  would  have  to  do  the  inferior  work,  with  the 
nferior  wages,  because  of  our  inferior  civilization. 

On  the  above  averages,  our  12  millions  family  groups  received,  as 
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labor  earnings,  $6,100,000,000,  out  of  the  11J  billions  total  net  product 
in  1890.  That  leaves  $6,150,000,000  for  the  monopoly  fund,  but  that 
is  not  all.  Most  of  the  12  millions  working  famines  pay  land  rents 
and  house  rents  to  private  individuals,  the  house  rents  being  but  a 
corollary  of  land  rents.  Add  to  all  that  the  immense  inflation  on 
prices,  aue  to  gambling  or  scheming  combinations  in  certain  articles 
of  general  consumption.  All  that  may  approach  the  sum  of  3 bil- 
lions of  dollars,  but  call  it  two  billions,  that  the  bulk  of  our  working 
families  have  to  drop  into  the  monopoly  fund  out  of  what  they 
receive  as  labor  earnings,  on  the  above  estimates.  We  don’t  really 
see  how  the  monopoly  fund  can  be  less  than  7 billions  out  of  the 
11J  billions  total  net  product,  and  that  as  the  lowest  figures  of  our 
statisticians. 

And  we  shall  not  have  much  trouble  in  distributing  that  monop- 
oly fund  of  7 billions.  Take,  for  instance,  50,000  families  with  an  aver- 
age income  of  but  $40,000,  extremes  from  $20,000  into  $2,000,000  and 
over.  Take  again,  say,  200,000  families,  with  an  average  income  of 
but  $15,000,  extremes  from  $6,000  to  less  than  $20,000.  There  you 
already  have  5 billions  in  monopoly  fund,  on  but  2 % of  our  popu- 
lation, what  we  may  call  our  wholesale  monopolists.  Below  that  2% 
we  certainly  have  about  8%  in  retail  and  small  fry  monopolists, 
some  of  them  being  part  workers  and  part  monopolists.  Well,  an 
average  of  but  $2,000  monopoly  income  on  about  tnat  8%,  1,000,000 
of  families,  would  give  us  the  balance  of  the  7 billions  total  monop- 
oly fund. 

We  shall  welcome  any  proofs  showing  which  one  of  our  different 
above  estimates  fails  to  correspond  to  actual  facts,  as  well  as  to  the 
impressions  we  are  justified  in  having  on  the  whole  subject. 

Let  us  now  reiurn  to  that  double  conception  with  which  we  have 
commenced  this  article.  We  said  that  labor  and  monopoly  consti- 
tute the  two  constantly  clashing  forces  of  civilization  so  far.  They 
have  always  represented  two  armies  in  the  field;  monopoly,  a small 
army  well  organized,  labor,  a large  army  with  no  organization  at  all, 
and  so  forever  crushed  by  the  small  army.  And  only  a little  organ- 
ization, resting  on  a few  basic  sound  conceptions  of  life,  would  en- 
able labor  to  dig  the  grave  in  which  to  bury  the  whole  monopoly 
army. 


We  all  know  that  the  most  effectual  way  with  which  to  victori- 
ously close  up  a campaign  is  to  take  possession  of  the  basis  of  sup- 
plies on  which  the  opposing  army  depends,  to  carry  on  the  war. 
Take  that  whole  monopoly  fund  of  7 billions,  or  less  if  you  like, 
because  our  argument  would  not  suffer  from  any  mistake  on  the 
subject.  Where  is  the  basis  that  supplies  that  monopoly  fund  and 
feeds  our  army  of  monopolists?  Yes,  where  is  it?  In  the  clouds, 
in  the  skies,  in  those  perishable  tools  we  call  capital?  Of  course  not. 
It  is  in  land,  as  natural  wealth,  and  in  land  values,  as  social  wealth; 
in  land,  the  store  house  of  all  that  labor  can  produce;  in  land,  forever 
about  tne  same,  while  capital  passes  away  when  at  work,  and  more 
rapidly  yet  when  not  used,  generally  speaking.  Let  that  army  of 
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labor,  even  if  poorly  organized,  fall  npon  that  basis  of  supplies,  that 
is,  let  labor  take  hold  of  that  land  and  the  land  values,  and  our 
monopoly  army  would  be,  in  no  time,  scattered  to  the  four  winds, 
forever  losing  all  power  of  cohesion,  because  of  no  rallying  point,  no 
land  on  which  to  rest,  no  imperishable  source  from  which  to  replace 
those  constantly  perishable  tools,  that  capital,  the  eternal  scarecrow 
of  our  socialistic  friends.  Yes,  the  whole  monopoly  army  shall  soon 
come  to  a sad  end  when  labor  sees  fit  to  control  all  land  and  land 
values. 

The  process  in  question  would  stop  that  power  by  which  the  few 
have  always  kept  tne  many  under  tribute.  Without  land  monopoly, 
no  one  could  be  evicted  from  the  home  or  business  place  he  occupied. 
And  no  one  would  need  to  be  evicted,  because,  with  free  land  all 
would  gradually  have  the  power  to  own  the  buildings  they  needed 
to  use.  While  that  was  taking  plaoe,  all  house  rents  would  be  grad- 
ually falling.  For  a while  we  would  vet  have  house  lords,  but  they 
being  landlords  no  longer,  they  would  have  to  take  the  house  rents 
fixed  by  labor,  because  labor,  in  possession  of  the  land,  would  soon 
control  all  land  products,  and  so  all  buildings. 

The  mere  stopping  of  monopoly  land  rents  would  take  from  the 
monopoly  fund  and  transfer  to  the  labor  fund  the  bagatelle  of  2 bil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum,  that  being  the  total  annual  monopoly 
land  values  in  1890,  according  to  Fred  C.  Waite,  oensus  agent,  on 
“ True  Wealth,”  in  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  say,  over 
1 billion  in  rents  and  1 billion  increased  capitalized  lana  value  far 
the  year,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Waite. 

That  item  alone  would  give  to  labor,  in  less  than  ten  years,  over 
20  billions  capital,  to  compete  with  whatever  capital  our  loafinr 
capitalists  had  been  able  to  retain.  And  they  would  have  retained 
mighty  little,  unless  they  had  used-it  in  full,  by  paying  good  wages 
to  those  yet  willing  to  sell  their  labor,  rather  than  to  employ  them- 
selves, on  free  land,  with  a few  hundred  dollars,  saved  or  borrowed 
for  a while  from  any  friend. 

A little  quiet  thought  on  that  subject  will,  no  doubt,  reveal  to  any 
unprejudiced  mind  that  without  land  monopoly  capital  could  not 
fail  to  rapidly  lose  all  power  for  evil,  and  be  soon  left  with  but  power 
for  good,  at  the  mercy  of  King  Labor.  King  because  controlling  the 
imperishable  source  of  all  wealth.  Is  there  any  thing  more  axiomatic 
than  those  shall  control  the  perishable,  all  capital,  who  control  the 
imperishable,  all  land?  To  be  sure,  God  gives  nothing  without  some 
labor,  physical  or  mental,  or  both^  and  tnat  applies  to  truth  with  its 
resulting  joys.  Hence  our  principal  advice  to  all  workers  is,  don’t 
trust  anybody’s  brains.  Try  to  think  with  your  own ! 
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BY  WILFRED  P.  BORLAND. 


Notwithstanding  that  the  conditions  by  which  they  have  been 
brought  about  are  the  result  of  fraud,  brutality,  and  wholesale  rob- 
bery of  the  masses,  ethically  indefensible  and  brazenly,  impudently 
at  yariance  with  all  rules  of  right  and  justice,  it  is  quite  the  fashion 
with  a certain  class  of  good  people  to  refer  to  the  several  pernicious 
economic  movements  of  our  time  as  the  result  of  “ inevitable  ten- 
dencies,” “evolutionary  progress,”  etc.,  ad  infinitum , after  the  same 
line  of  reasoning.  The  Bourgeois  economists  are  adepts  at  this  sort 
of  reasoning;  they  admit  that  force,  fraud,  cunning  expedients,  and 
wholesale  expropriation  of  the  masses  is  at  the  base  of  our  present 
economic  development  (which,  being  a matter  of  history;  they  can- 
not deny),  but  they  enter  the  plea  that  our  present  inequalities  would 
in  any  event  have  been  brought  about  by  the  force  of  “economic  ne- 
cessity,” and  that  force  and  fraud  only  hastened  the  process,  causing 
the  ultimate  distribution  of  wealth  to  rest  in  the  possession  of  some- 
what different  persons  than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case  but 
not  affecting  the  general  result.  M.  Naquet,  one  of  the  most  schol- 
arly opponents  of  the  Marxian  theories,  in  attacking  Marx’s  theory  of 
the  “primitive  accumulation,”  lays  great  stress  on  this  point;  he 
advances  the  hypothesis  that,  supposing  society  should  restore  to  the 
masses  all  the  rights  of  whicn  they  have  been  robbed,  the  result  of 
proved  economic  tendencies  go  to  show  that  it  would  not  be  long 
until  the  distribution  of  wealth  would  be  fully  as  vicious  as  it  is  at 

{resent,  the  only  difference  being  that  the  personnel  of  such  distri- 
ution  might  be  altered.  And  tnis  is  advanced  as  an  argument  in 
favor  of  the  existing  order.  A^d  now  comes  my  good  friend  Stuart, 
with:  “Much  as  we  must  deplore  the  horrors  resulting  from  the 
forcible  expropriation  of  the  peasants  from  the  soil,  during  the  last 
four  centuries,  it  must  be  admitted,  as  Toynbee  has  pointed  out,  that 
force  and  fraud  only  hastened  the  process,  the  result  was  inevitable, 
owing  to  changed  economic  conditions.” 

I am  not  at  all  surprised  when  I meet  with  such  puerile  arguments 
as  this  from  the  defenders  of  the  present  system,  but  I am  surprised 
that  socialists  should  find  it  necessary  to  repeat  such  arguments  in 
defense  of  their  theories;  and  I did  hope  that  Mr.  Stuart  might  have 
something  better  than  this  to  offer  in  opposition  to  the  points  I raised 
concerning  the  “iron  law.” 

To  me  it  seems  the  very  extreme  of  vicious  logio  to  admit  that  the 
expropriation  of  the  masses  from  their  rights  in  the  soil  was  a neces- 
sary condition  to  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  the  capitalist 
system  (I  here  use  the  term  “capitalist  system”  in  the  socialist  sense), 
and  then  to  assert  that  the  capitalist  system  is  the  result  of  an  “in- 
evitable tendency,”  and  would  have  appeared  whether  the  masses 
had  been  robbed  or  not.  I cannot  understand  how  it  is  that  persons 
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of  common  sense  should  ‘point  to  historical  developments  and  eco- 
nomic tendencies  which  have  appeared  under  a regime  of  private 
property  in  land,  as  being  valid  arguments  against  a system  which 
implies  the  very  negation  of  private  property  in  land.  In  tracing 
the  historical  development  of  capitalist  accumulation,  Marx  has 
assumed  that  the  capitalist  system  was  a necessity  for  the  develop- 
ment of  those  social  economies  in  the  productive  processes,  and  the 
scientific  co-operation  of  forces  which  we  now  know.  It  was  the 
capitalist,  in  his  anxiety  for  the  creation  of  surplus-value,  who  intro- 
duced those  economics,  and  organized  and  directed  the  labor-power 
he  had  purchased  into  the  most  economical  channels  of  production. 
The  capitalist  introduces  division  of  labor  and  scientific  co-operation 
for  his  own  benefit,  and  Marx  rightly  says:  “The  transformation  of 
the  individualized  and  scattered  means  of  production  into  socially 
concentrated  ones,  of  the  pigmy  property  of  the  many  into  the  huge 
property  of  the  few;  the  expropriation  of  the  mass  of  the  people  from 
the  soil,  from  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  from  the  means  of  labor; 
this  fearful  and  painful  expropriation  of  the  mass  of  the  people  forms 
the  prelude  to  the  history  of  capital.”  But,  why  the  assumption 
that  the  particular  development  we  are  familiar  with  was  the  only 
possible  one?  Why  assume  that  the  expropriation  of  the  masses, 
either  forcibly  or  otherwise,  was  the  condition  precedent  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  these  economics  which  are  to  become  social  property 
in  the  future  ? It  must  be  evident  to  any  thinking  person  that  there 
is  not  a particle  of  historical  evidence  to  support  sucn  an  assumption. 
All  the  arguments  which  are  advanced  to  support  that  assumption 
are  deduced  from  tendencies  which  have  appeared  since  the  masses 
were  expropriated , since  private  property  in  land  became  a fact.  Where 
shall  we  go  for  evidence  to  show  us  what  form  the  social  compact 
might  have  taken  had  the  rights  of  the  masses  been  preserved  and 
private  property  in  land  never  existed?  But,  for  the  iron  law.  I 
produced  historical  evidence  to  show  that  the  iron  law  was  not  a 
consequence  of  the  capitalist  system,  but  of  the  one  single  fact  of  the 
land  robbery  which  made  the  capitalist  system  possible  * it  is  fair  to 

Presume,  then,  that  if  the  cause  is  removed  the  effect  will  disappear. 

[r.  Stuart  answers  this  by  quoting  well  known  tendencies  which  are 
all  the  time  taking  place  under  our  regime  of  private  property  in 
land,  and,  Yankee  fashion,  asks,  “and  does  he  really  think  that  under 
such  conditions  there  is  any  immediate  danger  of  the  1 industrial 
reserve  army’  falling  under  the  numbers  required  for  the  full  devel- 
opment of  that  system  of  production?”  “Under  such  conditions.” 
No,  I do  not.  But  under  single  tax  conditions,  most  assuredly — yea, 
else  I would  not  haye  went  to  the  trouble  of  producing  an  argument 
which  leads  irresistibly  to  that  inference.  Adopting  socialist  terms, 
the  complete  application  of  the  single  tax  would  first  bring  about  a 
radical  change  m the  “technical  composition  of  capital.”  Much  of 
that  which  is  now  locked  up  in  the  land,  forming  an  element  of 
“ constant  capital,”  would  be  released,  and  transformed  into  an  ele- 
ment of  “variable  capital.”  “Variable  capital”  would  thus  prepon- 
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derate  greatly  over  “ constant,”  thus  bringing  about  results,  the  first, 
a relative  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the , industrial  reserve  army, 
and,  by  consequence,  an  increase  of  wages.  The  area  of  free  land 
would  be  vastly  extended.  The  recent  mad  scramble  for  the  posses- 
sion of  the  relatively  free  land  in  the  Cherokee  Strip  is  sufficient  to 
give  us  an  inkling  of  what  this  means.  There  are  thousands  and 
thousands  of  persons  who  would  take  advantage  of  such  a condition 
to  become  self-supporting  and  independent  producers,  thus  bringing 
about  result  the  second:  an  absolute  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the 
“industrial  reserve  army”  and  a further  increase  in  wages.  One  of 
the  most  important  elements  for  the  transformation  of  “variable” 
into  “constant”  capital — the  land — would  be  lost  to  the  capitalist 
class,  and  they  must  then  depend  upon  machinery  alone  for  the  ex- 
ploitation of  the  laborer.  All  historical  evidence  goes  to  show  that 
capital  must  control  both  land  and  machinery  in  order  to  success- 
fully exploit  labor : it  is  not  rational  to  assume  that  such  exploitation 
would  continue  alter  capital  has  been  deprived  of  its  control  of  the 
land.  But  the  socialist  argument  is  that  because  the  machinery  of 
production  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a small  class,  this  class  must  con- 
tinue— unless  the  people  assume  control  of  both  land  and  machinery 
— to  control  the  land,  solely  by  virtue  of  its  present  control  of  machinery ; 
yet,  the  history  of  capitalism  proves  conclusively  that  capital's  con- 
trol of  machinery  is  a circumstance  contingent  upon  its  control  of 
the  land.  If  the  socialist  argument  on  this  question  is  true,  it  cer- 
tainly presents  the  spectacle  of  a paradox  in  logic.  Mr.  Stuart  quotes 
Bliss  to  show  that  there  has  been  two  great  falls  in  English  wages. 
“ The  first,  due  to  the  monopolization  of  land ; the  second,  due  to  the 
monopolization  of  machinery.”  Although  Mr.  Bliss  calls  attention 
to  the  fact,  he  fails  to  mention  the  other  fact  that  the  monopolization 
of  machinery  was  only  rendered  possible  by  the  previous  monopo- 
lization of  the  land,  and  that  a very  vigorous  movement  of  land 
monopoly  was  carried  on  contemporaneously  with  the  monopoliza- 
tion of  machinery  and  rendered  such  monopolization  effective.  In 
this  connection  I want  to  call  Mr.  Stuart’s  attention  to  another  cir- 
cumstance which  “ Toynbee  has  pointed  out.” 

“An  agrarian  revolution  plays  as  large  a part  in  the  great  indus- 
trial change  of  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  as  does  the  revo- 
lution in  manufacturing  industries,  to  which  attention  is  more 
usually  directed.”  This  is  the  enclosure  movement  to  which  I called 
attention  in  my  previous  article.  Perhaps  if  Mr.  Bliss  had  been 
willing  to  estimate  it  at  its  true  value  his  conclusion  might  have 
been  somewhat  different.  To  Mr.  Stuart’s  second  question,  I can  say 
that  my  ideal  of  a correct  civilization  is  fully  as  exalted  as  anything 
which  nationalism  presents  to  us.  I thought  I expressed  myself  on 
that  point  in  my  previous  article  with  sufficient  emphasis  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  the  application  of  the  term  “contemptible,”  even 
in  the  qualified  sense  in  which  Mr.  Stuart  uses  it. 

In  discussing  the  degrees  of  exploitation,  I would  advise  Mr.  Stu- 
art, in  the  interests  of  accuracy,  to  drop  the  terms  “rent,”  “interest” 
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and  “ profit.”  The  tautology  lurking  in  these  terms — especially  the 
two  latter — render  them  dangerous  things  to  monkey  with.  Stick 
to  the  term  “ surplus-value,”  friend  Stuart,  it  is  more  scientific  and 
accurate. 

Now,  let  me  warn  Mr.  Stuart  that  my  idea  of  co-operation  is  not 
at  all  “ hazy  ” or  indefinite.  Did  I consider  co-operation,  under 
present  conditions,  of  any  value  as  a general  solution  of  the  economic 
problem  I should  not  be  a single  taxer,  but  would  content  myself 
with  propagating  the  teachings  of  Caimes,  Pizzamiglio,  and  other 
prominent  advocates  of  a superficial  theory.  I know  what  co-oper- 
ation now  means.  I have  not  studied  the  history  of  the  waves  of 
Owenism  and  Fourierism,  which  swept  over  this  country  in  the  two 
decades  between  1826  and  1846,  movements  which  were  upheld  and 
engineered  bv  such  men  as  Charles  A.  Dana,  Horace  Greeley,  Albert 
Brisbane,  Robert  Dale  Owen,  W.  B.  Channing,  and  a host  of  othen 
equally  noted,  in  vain.  The  study  of  anthropology  toadies  that 
man  is  a natural  co-operator.  The  first  advance  which  primitive 
man  makes  from  the  anarchic  horde  which  marks  the  beginning  of 
all  societies  is  in  the  direction  of  co-operation  with  his  fellows  for 
their  mutual  benefit.  As  society  advances,  this  tendency  to  co- 
operation advances,  but  the  introduction  of  counter-forces  causes  it 
to  take  on  perverted  and  unnatural  forms.  Capitalist  co-operation 
is  one  of  those  perverted  forms.  Nationalism  professes  to  be  co- 
operation without  perversion,  or  natural  co-operation.  In  my  mind 
there  is  a doubt  on  that  latter  point.  If  Mr.  Stuart  will  remember, 
I introduced  the  Rochedale  Pioneers  as  an  example  of  a natural  ten- 
dency of  man.  and  my  investigations  lead  me  to  believe  that  the 
society  of  the  future  will  be  a co-operative  one,  based  on  the  prompt- 
ings of  this  natural  tendency  . The  thousands  and  thousands  of  at- 
tempts to  establish  co-operative  societies  in  the  past  have  been  but 
attempts  to  realize  a natural  desire  of  the  human  mind.  Capitalism 
has  repressed  them,  murdered  them,  that  it  might  continue  its  own 
perverted  form.  Remove  the  conditio  sine  qua  non  of  capitalism  and 
natural  co-operation  springs  into  being  of  its  own  volition.  To  im- 
agine that  without  capitalism  we  should  never  have  made  any 
advances  from  the  “ golden  age,”  or  that,  to  utilize  the  benefits  of 
common  property  in  land,  we  should  have  to  forego  the  benefits  of 
associated  industry,  is  to  repudiate  all  the  teachings  of  science.  I 
am  quite  aware  that  socialists  and  nationalists  repudiate  u State  So- 
cialism,” but  I do  not  draw  my  conclusions  as  to  the  results  of  the 
application  of  those  doctrines  from  the  highly  colored  accretions  of 
individual  propagandists.  I assert  that  the  sober  logic  of  national- 
ism and  Marxian  socialism  points  irresistibly  to  “ State  Socialism.” 
and  I shall  be  happy  to  demonstrate  that  assertion  for  Mr.  Stuart’s 
benefit,  at  some  future  time.  In  this  connection  I may  say  that  I 
place  no  value  on  the  clever  skit  of  Eugene  Richter. 
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A REJOINDER, 


BY  W.  H.  STUART. 


A word  in  reply  and  in  conclusion. 

Mr.  Borland  still  cliDgs  to  his  argument  that,  as  the  expropriation 
of  the  laborer  from  the  soil  formed  the  necessary  and  admitted  pre- 
lude to  the  capitalist  system  of  production,  to  remove  the  cause  the 
evil  effects  of  that  system  would  disappear;  that,  in  fact,  the  opera- 
tion of  the  “ Iron  law  of  wages”  is  not  an  effect  of  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem, but  of  “the  single  fact  of  land  robbery,  which  made  that  system 
possible.” 

The  weakness  of  this  argument  consists  in  ignoring  the  recent 
changes  that  have  been  effected  in  agriculture  by  the  use  of  labor- 
saving  machinery. 

Agriculture  is  the  latest  industry  that  has  been  attacked  by  the 
capitalist.  Long  after  the  capitalist  system  had  conquered  nearly 
all  other  forms  of  industry,  agriculture  remained  in  a comparatively 
primitive  condition.  The  introduction  of  the  power  loom  increased 
the  productive  power  of  labor  a thousand  fold,  and  reduced  the  hand 
loom  weaver  to  a condition  of  wage  slavery  to  the  owner  of  the  huge 
factory.  No  such  remarkable  change  occurred  contemporaneously 
in  agriculture.  The  introduction  of  machinery  was  slow;  improve- 
ments mostly  consisted  in  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  tools  already 
in  use,  or  in  the  use  of  small  machines,  displacing  labor  to  a limited 
extent.  Every  increase,  however,  in  the  use  of  laoor  saving  machin- 
ery, made  it  more  and  more  difficult  for  the  man  of  limited  means 
to  make  an  independent  living  by  agriculture.  The  smaller  farmers 
were  continually  forced  into  the  condition  of  hired  laborers  either 
on  farms  or  in  the  factories. 

The  census  reports  for  the  last  thirty  years  show  that  farms  have 
been  continually  increasing  in  size.  This  change  was  observed  long 
before  the  U.  S.  government  free  lands  had  become  exhausted.  The 
cause  must  be  found  in  the  increasing  use  of  machinery,  making 
small  farming  less  profitable. 

Recent  economic  changes  have,  however,  completely  revolution- 
ized agriculture.  And  here  let  me  suggest  to  Mr.  Borland  that  it  is 
mere  waste  of  time  to  indulge  in  vague  speculations  as  to  what  form 

E reduction  might  have  taken  had  not  the  expropriation  of  the  Eng- 
sh  peasantry  been  so  largely  effected  by  force  and  fraud.  He  has 
only  to  observe  the  economic  changes  taking  place  under  his  eyes 
that  are  causing  the  expropriation  of  the  American  farmer,  to  un- 
derstand thoroughly  tnat  expropriation  of  the  English  peasantry 
was  inevitable;  that  force  ana  fraud  merely  hastened  the  process. 

The  expropriation  of  the  American  farmer  is  being  effected,  not 
by  force,  but  as  the  result  of  economic  causes  that  are  as  inevitable 
and  persistent  as  the  laws  of  nature.  Nothing  in  the  history  of  ag- 
riculture in  England  approaches  in  economic  importance  the  depop- 
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ulation  of  the  agricultural  areas  of  the  New  England  states ; accom- 

Sid,  not  by  centuries  of  force  and  fraud,  but  in  less  than  a 
e by  the  competition  of  “ bonanza”  farms  of  the  northwest 
Within  sight  and  sound  of  the  New  England  factories  can  be  ob- 
tained hundreds  of  improved  farms  for  the  mere  value  of  the  im- 
provements, i.  e .,  the  land  can  be  obtained  free,  by  paying  the  value 
of  the  improvements.  What  more  does  the  single  tax  oner? 

I have  before  referred  to  the  cotton  picker,  which,  when  fully  in- 
troduced, will,  it  is  estimated,  displace  the  labor  of  80.000  cotton 
pickers  in  the  southern  states.  Here  is  another  item  showing  the 
rapid  advances  made  by  the  capitalist  farmer  in  the  same  region. 
An  official  circular,  issued  by  the  S.  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  referring  to  the 
use  of  machinery  in  the  production  of  rice,  says: 

It  has  made  it  possible  for  a few  men  from  the  northeast  to  capture  the  rice 
industry.  It  has  enabled  one  man  with  a machine  and  four  mules  to  do  the 
work  of  SO  to  40  men  in  harvest,  which  lasts  three  months  of  the  year.  The 
3,000  twine  binding  (rice)  harvesters  in  use  represent  for  three  months  an 
unseen  population  of  100,000  men,  who  never  strike,  ask  for  no  holidays, 
never  hunger,  thirst,  or  get  tired.  It  gives  to  one  man  the  productive  capacity 
of  thirty . — Twentieth  Century , Oct.  12. 

Thus  is  the  rice  industry  lost  forever  to  the  small  farmer. 

Within  the  last  thirty  days  an  English  ship,  at  a neighboring 
harbor,  has  taken  on  2,000  tons  of  wheat,  equal  to  ten  tram  loads, 
for  Liverpool.  This  wheat  was  taken  from  a ranch  of  5,000  acres, 
which  was  plowed  by  steam  traction  plows,  and  the  ripened  grain 
cut,  threshed  and  sacked  by  a machine  that  cost  $7,000.  This  wheat 
was  never  under  cover,  was  loaded  from  the  ground  on  wagons,  and 
taken  directly  on  board  ship.  This  is  capitalist  agriculture.  No 
profits  wasted  on  useless  middlemen,  no  intermediary  between  the 
capitalist  and  the  labor  he  exploits.  At  75  cents  per  bushel  the 
capitalist  farmer  will  make  enough  profit  to  pay  for  his  land  in  five 
years.  In  the  same  time,  and  at  the  same  price,  the  small  farmer 
will  lose  the  value  of  his  farm  and  be  reduced  to  poverty. 

In  the  wheat  raising  counties  of  the  state  of  California  the  rural 
population  is  steadily  diminishing;  the  size  of  the  farms  and  the 
aggregate  product  as  steadily  increasing.  The  very  same  changes, 
according  to  the  census  reports,  are  taking  place  in  New  York  state. 
In  what  way  would  the  adoption  of  the  single  tax  prevent  this 
“ transformation  of  the  individualized  and  scattered  means  of  pro- 
duction into  socially  concentrated  ones,  of  the  pigmy  property  of 
the  many  into  the  huge  property  of  the  few,”  or  make  it  more  easy 
for  the  man  without  capital  to  make  a living  ? 

When  the  capitalist  system  dominates  agriculture  as  completely 
as  it  does  other  forms  of  industry  it  will  be  a matter  of  indifference 
to  the  capitalist  under  what  system  land  will  be  held.  To  change 
from  private  ownership  to  the  single  tax  would  enable  him  to  with- 
draw the  fixed  capital  invested  in  his  land  and  invest  it  in  more 
machinery ; increase  the  area  of  his  holding,  and  thereby  increase  his 
surplus  value.  With  free  land  he  would  be  still  better  of£  because 
the  continually  increasing  extra  surplus  labor,  not  needed  as  an 
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“ industrial  reserve,”  might  procure  a bare  existence  from  the  soil, 
instead  of  being  a burden  on  him  for  subsistance,  and  a dangerous 
menace  to  the  stability  of  the  capitalist  system. 

In  view  of  present  economic  conditions,  it  is  no  wonder  the  single 
tax  mind  is  archaic  and  retrospective : much  given  to  quoting  an- 
cient authorities,  whose  opinions  or  tneories,  in  the  face  of  present 
economic  conditions,  are  absolutely  worthless.  The  present  certainly 
offers  no  encouragement  to  the  single  taxer ; with  still  less  confidence 
can  he  look  to  the  future. 

I have  before  pointed  out  the  impossibility  of  small  cooperative 
farms  succeeding  under  a capitalist  regime.  It  might  be  urged, 
however,  that  if  all  farmers  formed  themselves  into  small  cooperative 
associations  there  would  be  no  labor  for  the  capitalist  to  exploit. 
This,  of  course,  assumes  that  all  surplus  labor  could  find  remunera- 
tive employment  in  agriculture,  a very  rash  assumption,  indeed. 
There  is  a fimit  to  the  demand  for  agricultural  products,  which  can 
not  be  greatly  exceeded  without  reducing  prices  below  a remunera- 
tive basis.  But,  admitting  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  there 
was  really  no  limit  to  the  number  who  might  profitably  engage  in 
cooperative  farming,  what  would  be  the  result?  This:  that  com- 
petition would  continually  tend  to  the  elimination  of  the  smaller  and 
weaker  associations.  The  10.000  acre  cooperative  farm  could  not 
compete  with  the  one  of  100,000  acres.  So  that  in  self-defense  the 
farmers  would  be  forced  to  form  a “Trust”  that  would  control  all 
agriculture,  which  would  be  socialism,  i.  e.,  national  cooperation  in 
production.  Extend  the  system  of  cooperation  until  it  includes  all 
industry  and  we  would  have  the  cooperative  commonwealth. 

To  this  end  are  all  things  tending.  Every  “trust”  that  is  formed 
and  every  “ bonanza”  farm  is  merely  adding  another  nail  to  the  coffin 
of  capitalism,  and  brings  us  nearer  to  national  cooperation.  It  is 
coming  whether  we  wish  it  or  not.  It  is  inevitable.  There  is  no  other 
alternative.  Capitalism  and  the  competitive  system  is  a mere  pass- 
ing phase  in  the  economic  history  or  the  world.  It  has  served  its 
time  and  will  soon  give  way  to  a nobler,  grander  system,  one  founded 
on  Justice,  Equality  and  Fraternity.  In  reaching  this  ideal  of  fra- 
ternal cooperation,  we  will,  no  doubt;  pass  through  stages  of  state 
socialism ; government  ownership  of  railroads,  telegraphs,  telephones, 
coal  mines,  etc.  The  transition  will  probably  be  gradual ; govern- 
ment ownership  extending  over  one  industry  after  another  until, 
finally,  all  industry  will  be  nationalized.  State  socialism  will  be  a 
passing  phase  in  the  evolution  from  the  competitive  to  the  cooper- 
ative system.  But  while  state  socialism  is  not  our  ideal,  it  presents 
no  terrors  to  a democratic  system  like  ours,  for  “ we  are  the  state.” 

A word  in  conclusion  with  Mr.  Middleton.  In  a former  article  I 
pointed  out  that  the  taxing  of  railroad  franchises,  which  he  advocated, 
formed  no  part  of  the  single  tax  theory.  That  theory  proposes  that 
all  public  revenues  shall  be  derived  from  a tax  on  land  values,  and 
the  abolition  of  all  other  forms  of  taxation.  That  land  is  to  be  taxed 
“ irrespective  of  improvements,”  which  is  intended  to  prevent  the 
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holding  of  land  out  of  use,  or,  as  single  taxers  express  it,  force  the 
owners  to  “ improve  it  or  abandon  it  to  those  who  will,”  under  the 
idiotic  delusion  that  all  valuable  land  would  be  utilized  under  a 
single  tax  regime. 

It  is  this  singular  delusion  that  made  the  Standard  assert  that  un- 
der a single  tax  regime  every  vacant  lot  on  Manhattan  Island  would 
soon  be  occupied  by  a factory,  and  that  made  the  editors  of  the  De- 
troit Evening  News  and  Baltimore  Critic  declare  that  the  adoption  of 
the  single  tax  would  cause  a demand  for  every  foot  of  land  m their 
respective  cities  I I pointed  out  to  Mr.  Middleton  that  according  to 
the  single  tax  theory  the  bed  of  a railroad  would  have  no  more  tax- 
able value  than  a parallel  strip  of  vacant  land.  I have  to  ajgain  assure 
him  that  in  showing  the  absurdity  of  this  proposition,  heiseritdsing 
the  single  tax  theory,  not  me. 

He  is  is  still  worried  about  the  “ old  economists,”  and  the  defini- 
tion of  “ capital.”  He  quotes  Adam  Smith’s  four  principal  forms  of 
capital.  1st,  Useful  machines  which  facilitate  and  abridge  labor. 
2d,  Profitable  buildings  which  produce  a revenue,  etc.  3d,  Improve- 
ments of  land.  4th,  The  acquired  and  useful  abilities  of  all  the  in- 
habitants or  members  of  society,  etc.  That  machinery  and  profita- 
ble buildings  should  produce  a “profit”  i.  e.,“an  income  without 
personal  exertion.”  is  too  ridiculous  for  Mr.  M.  to  discuss.  But  he 
asks  confidently,  “How  can  * acquired  and  useful  abilities  ’ be  classed 
as  ‘that  part  of  wealth  used  for  the  production  of  an  income  with- 
out personal  exertion,’  or  as  ‘accumulated  unpaid  labor’?”  The 
answer  is  simple:  Under  our  competitive  system  the  cost  of  the 
production  of  wealth  is  merely  the  cost  of  subsistence  of  labor;  all 
over  that  goes  as  surplus  value  to  the  capitalist.  Consequently,  all 
the  “acquired  and  useful  abilities  of  society”  is  exploited  by  the 
capitalists  and  landowners.  He  will  admit,  I presume,  that  labor  is 
more  skillful,  that  technical  knowledge  has  increased,  and  that  labor 
is  more  effective  now  than  during  the  15th  century,  and  yet,  accord- 
ing to  Prof.  Rogers,  the  English  workman  is  not  so  well  off  as  his 
ancestor  of  the  “ golden  age.”  Who,  then,  has  profited  by  the  “ ac- 
quired and  useful  abilities  of  society,”  unless  tne  capitalist,  in  the 
shape  of  an  “income  derived  without  personal  exertion?” 

To  my  assertion  that:  “there  is  not  a line  in  ‘Progress  and  Pov- 
erty’ that  would  indicate  the  faintest  conception  on  his  (George’s) 
part,  of  the  difference  between  monopoly  and  natural  rent.  He  ig- 
norantly assumed  that  present  rent  was  economic  rent.  His  failure 
to  see  the  difference  reduces  his  theory  to  an  absurdity^  and  ‘Pro- 
gress and  Poverty  ’ to  a mere  pot  pourri  of  poetry  and  platitudes.” 

To  this  he  replies  by  quoting  passages  from  “Progress  and  Poverty,” 
regarding  the  holding  of  land  for  speculative  purposes ; the  effect  of 
panics  on  land  values,  etc.,  matters  that  have  no  relevancy  to  the 
question  at  issue,  and  which  is  only  intended  to  impress  the  careless 
reader  with  the  idea  that  I am  fully  answered.  I assert,  that  prob- 
ably 90  per  cent,  of  present  rent  is  solely  due  to  land  monopolisation, 
which  the  adoption  of  the  single  tax  would  eliminate,  leaving  about 
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10  per  cent,  as  natural  or  economic  rent  that  would  be  available  under 
a single  tax  regime.  George  ignorantly  overlooked  this  important 
effect  that  would  inevitably  follow  the  adoption  of  his  theory.  In 
answer  to  a correspondent  asking  what  constituted  economic  rent, 
George  replied  in  the  Standard  of  May  20th  1891,  giving  an  illustra- 
tion, explicitly  showing  that  present  rent  is  what  would  be  confis- 
cated bjr  the  single  tax.  And  now,  Mr.  Middleton,  admitting  that  my 
contention^  that  90  per  cent,  of  present  rent  may  represent  robbery, 
pure  and  simple,  of  labor,  coolly  proposes  to  continue  the  robbery 
under  a single  tax  regime  by  government  monopoly  of  the  land,  a 
proposition  that  I fitly  characterized  as:  “the  most  oontemptible 
proposition  ever  offered  by  anyone  assuming  the  role  of  a reformer.” 
Mr.  Middleton  winces  under  my  reference  to  the  single  tax  as 
“ the  contemptible  scheme  of  robbery  and  confiscation  proposed  by 
Henry  George.”  He  asserts  that  in  taxing  only  the  land,  leaving 
improvements  exempt,  that  the  owners  would  be  fully  compensated. 
This  statement  discredits  either  his  intelligence  or  his  sincerity.  I 
assert  on  the  contrarv,  that  in  the  case,  say  of  a mechanic  who  in- 
vested the  savings  of  several  years,  say  $1,000,  in  a lot  for  a home  site, 
that  the  adoption  of  the  single  tax  would  rob  him  of  the  value  or 
his  lot  as  fully  as  if  a burglar  had  taken  the  $1,000.  For  it  is  admitted 
by  all  single-taxers  that  upon  the  adoption  of  that  theory  the  selling 
value  of  land  would  entirely  disappear. 

He  compares  this  scheme  of  robbery  to  the  Nationalist  proposition 
to  pay  the  owners  of  railroads,  telegraphs,  industrial  plants,  etc.,  the 
full  value  of  their  property  based  on  the  cost  of  reproduction.  For 
while  the  owners  of  industrial  plants  are  not  guaranteed  against  com- 

Eetition,  either  private  or  public,  the  owners  of  land,  on  the  contrary, 
ave  been  guaranteed  in  their  rights  of  possession  by  statute  law. 
Let  me  suggest  to  Mr.  Middleton  that  if  our  present  laws  requiring 
all  land,  vacant  or  improved,  to  be  assessed  at  actual  value  was  put 
in  force,  that  one-fourth  of  present  land,  both  urban  and  agricultural, 
would  within  two  years  be  thrown  on  the  market  at  probably  one- 
fourth  its  present  value.  Here  is  a reform  that  is  practicable,  and 
that  would  satisfy  the  moderate  ambition  of  single-taxers  of  the  “ lim- 
ited” variety,  whose  color  blindness  in  economics  enables  them  to  see 
only  one  form  of  robbery.  I am  greatly  amused  and  entertained  at 
Mr.  Middleton’s  vivid  exposition  of  the  prospective  horrors  of  social- 
ism. Among  the  many  authors  he  quotes  I miss  the  masterly  (?) 
attack  of  Herr  Eugene  Richter  on  socialism.  Get  it  Bro.  Middleton 
bv  all  means,  you  can’t  afford  to  do  without  it  in  discussing  socialism. 
The  graphic  description  of  the  long  line  of  socialists  eating  out  of 
the  public  trough,  the  women  and  children  at  a separate  trough,  all 
dressed  alike;  all  getting  up  and  lyinj?  down  at  exactly  the  same 
hour,  is,  I assure  you,  “ worth  tho  whole  price  of  admission.”  As- 
suming that  Mr.  Middleton  expects  his  criticism  to  be  taken  seriously, 
I reserve  its  consideration,  by  permission  of  the  editor,  for  a future 
number  of  the  Magazine. 
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GRISELDA. 


BY  ELIZABETH  MORGAN. 


It  was  Christmas  Eve,  and  though  it  was  in  Virginia,  the  weather 
was  raw  and  cold,  with  heavy  grey  clouds  that  threatened  snow. 
Theresa  did  not  want  it  to  snow.  She  lived  with  her  father  on  a 
forlorn  old  plantation  called  Canebrakes,  far  out  in  the  country. 
Their  nearest  neighbor  lived  a mile  away,  but  as  they  were  not  on 
friendly  terms  with  him,  they  considered  the  distance  cause  for  con- 
gratulation rather  than  otherwise. 

It  was  very  desolate,  but  Theresa  had  lived  there  nearly  all  her 
life.  Dr.  Tracy  had  been  among  those  who  thought,  when  the  war 
was  over,  that  southern  land  would  be  a good  investment  for  his 
money.  His  wife  was  dead  and  Theresa  only  a baby  when  he  first 
went  south.  He  left  her  in  New  York  in  his  sister’s  care  until  she 
was  fifteen,  when  he  purchased  Canebrakes,  and  sent  for  his  daughter 
to  join  him,  much  to  the  indignation  of  her  aunt  and  cousins. 

All  this  was  a long  time  ago,  but  still  the  fortune  that  had  been 
sunk  in  the  worn  out  land  failed  to  re-appear;  efforts  at  farming  had 
resulted  in  greater  loss,  and  now  if  one  could  get  something  to  eat 
and  to  wear,  and  a fire  for  the  cold  weather,  surely  one  ought  to  be 
thankful. 

Theresa,  standing  alone  by  her  parlor  window  this  Christmas  Eve, 
thought  one  could  be  very  thankful,  indeed,  if  they  were  sure  of  all 
that.  Her  stock  of  wood  was  so  small,  and  if  the  snow  came  and 
covered  everything  how  could  she  find  any  more?  and  the  weather 
was  so  bitterly  cold.  She  did  not  dare  to  think  how  little  there 
was  in  the  house  to  eat,  and  there  was  no  money.  Her  father  prac- 
ticed his  profession  since  his  fanning  had  failed,  but  his  patients 
were  poor  and  seldom  paid  their  bills ; when  they  did  the  money 
was  spent  long  before  it  was  earned. 

u It  does  not  seem  much  like  Christmas  Eve,  Griselda,”  said  Theresa, 
as  she  looked  across  the  dreary  landscape.  “ If  only  we  were  not  so 
far  away  from  everybody.  If  we  could  see  the  town  in  the  distance, 
or  catch  a glimpse  of  the  sea,  it  would  be  pleasanter;  but  one  can’t 
have  everything.” 

Theresa  went  over  to  the  sofa  where  her  friend  was  sitting  and  put 
her  arms  round  her.  Griselda  had  been  with  her  all  these  years. 
Without  her  she  was  sure  she  would  have  died  of  loneliness. 

“If  I didn’t  have  you,  I should  be  miserable!”  she  said.  “Let 
me  put  a corner  of  my  shawl  round  you,  there  are  so  many  draughts, 
and  we’ll  have  a long  talk  here  in  the  twilight.  Did  I tell  you  papa 
will  not  be  back  again  to-night?  He’s  gone  away  oyer  to  the  other 
side  of  the  town  to  take  care  of  «omebody  who  is  ill,  so  we  won’t 
light  the  fire,  if  you  don’t  mind,  and  we’ll  have  all  the  more  wood 
to-morrow,  for  it’s  going  to  snow.” 

There  was  silence  for  awhile  in  the  great,  bare  parlor,  and  then 
Theresa  began  again  suddenly. 
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“ I remember  one  Christmas  Eve  when  I was  at  my  aunt’s.  It  was 
the  last  one  Jack  was  there.  He  wasn’t  exactly  a cousin,  you  know, 
but  we  always  called  him  so.  I thought  him  the  most  wonderful 
boy ! He  was  so  big  and  so  clever,  and  I was  only  a little  thing.  I 
wonder  what  he  is  like  now— Griselda,  if  you  were  any  one  else,  you 
would  shiver  and  complain  because  it  is  so  cold,  ana  cry,  pernaps, 
because  you  were  hungry — I’m  not  crying ! But  I think  we’ll  have 
to  get  up  and  walk  round — I never  knew  this  room  so  chilly !” 

The  cold,  grey  light  from  the  snowy  clouds  fell  through  the  great 
uncurtained  windows  and  showed  a little  shadowy  figure  flitting  up 
and  down.  She  stopped  suddenly,  her  heart  beating  thick  and  fast. 
What  was  that  sound  that  was  echoing  through  the  great  empty 
house  ? 

“0,  Griselda!  Someone  is  knocking  at  the  front  door  1 Who  would 
come  out  here  such  a night  as  this?  Something  must  have  hap- 
pened to  papa ! ” 

She  flew  to  the  door  and  threw  it  open.  A stranger  was  waiting 
outside. 

“Is  Dr.  Tracy  in  ? ” he  asked,  and  with  a little  breath  of  relief,  she 
answered  no. 

“ Then  will  you  please  tell  Miss  Tracy  that  Jpck  Lowden  would 
like  to  see  her?” 

“Jack  Lowden!  ” In  an  instant  the  door  swung  wide  open  and 
he  saw  the  little  grey  figure  in  the  darkness,  holding  out  her  hands 
to  him. 

“O,  I am  glad  to  see  you,  Jack ! ” she  cried.  “ How  good  of  you 
to  come ! ” Two  icy  hands  closed  tightly  on  his  and  he  was  drawn 
within  the  gloomy  portals,  and  the  door  swung  together  behind 
him. 

“Just  wait  a minute  while  I fasten  the  door,”  said  Theresa,  “then 
I’ll  show  you  the  way  into  the  parlor.  How  are  my  aunt  and  cous- 
ins? What  made  you  think  of  coming  to  see  us  after  all  these 
years  ? I thought  you  were  all  so  angry  at  papa  you’d  never  notice 
us  any  more.” 

“ How  many  years  is  it?”  asked  Jack,  and  she  thought  his  voice, 
sounded  remorseful. 

“Since  you  saw  me  last?  You  can  count  for  yourself,”  she  said, 
taking  his  hand  again  to  lead  him  into  the  parlor.  “ I was  eight 
then,  I am  twenty  now.  Do  you  think  you’ll  know  me  ? ” 

Jack  did  not  answer,  he  was  too  horrorstruck  at  the  cold,  dark 
room  into  which  he  was  being  conducted. 

“It’s  rather  dark,”  Theresa  said,  apologetically,  “but  I’ll  light  the 
fire  in  an  instant.”  She  was  scratching  a match  as  she  spoke  and 
the  flame  leaped  up,  revealing  a poor  little  pile  of  sticks  ana  an  eager 
little  girl  on  her  knees,  arranging  them  to  the  best  advantage. 

“ Now,  please  come  and  let  me  see  if  I know  you,”  she  cried  start- 
ing up.  “No,  I don’t,  a bit!  You’ve  just  grown  up  and  changed 
altogether.” 

“ I’m  afraid  you  must  have  a bad  memory.  I should  have  known 
you,  Miss  Tracy.” 
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“ Should  you  ? ” she  cried.  - “And  yet  you  have  not  thought  of  me 
for  twelve  years.” 

“ You  are  mistaken  there,”  said  Jack,  “ I’ve  thought  of  you  many 
times.” 

Down  tumbled  the  last  little  stick  and  only  a bed  of  coals  re- 
mained. 

“ Can  I bring  in  some  more  wood?  ” he  asked,  but  Theresa  turned 
away  her  face. 

“There  isn’t  any  more!  ” she  said,  under  her  breath,  but  Jack  re- 
ceived this  startling  intelligence  as  if  to  be  without  wood  in  mid- 
winter was  a matter  of  course. 

“I’ve  some  boxes  out  here,”  he  said,  “ that  I brought  down  with 
me,  you  know — Christmas  things,  from  your  aunt  and  cousins. 
They’re  all  in  the  porch ; I’ll  bring  them  in  and  split  up  their  cov- 
ers. They’ll  burn  nicely.” 

It  seemed  impossible  that  Theresa’s  eyes  would  ever  regain  their 
natural  size  again,  such  delightful  surprises  appeared  in  thoee  boxes, 
displayed  by  the  light  of  the  fire  Jack  soon  had  blazing  on  the  hearth. 
The  fire  improved  the  appearance  of  the  great,  bare  room,  wonder- 
fully. 

“it’s  like  a fairy  story ! ” said  Theresa,  kneeling  on  the  rug  before 
it.  And  then  as  the  room  grew  light  Jack  saw  sitting  on  the  sofa 
in  the  corner  behind  her,  in  a delicate,  faded  satin  gown,  with  a white 
lace  fichu  crossed  on  her  breast  and  a dainty  cap  on  her  flaxen  hair, 
a large  French  doll ! Theresa  followed  his  eyes  and  colored  up  to 
the  roots  of  her  hair. 

“ It’s  Griselda,”  she  said,  with  a wistful  glance  up  at  him.  “Aunt 
Susan  gave  her  to  me  so  long  ago.  Of  course  you’ll  think  me  very 
childish,  as  papa  does.  I ne\er  bring  her  down  when  he  is  here,  but 
she  isn’t  like  a doll  to  me,  you  know.  She’s  all  the  company  I’ve 
had  for  so  long  I ” 

Jack  bowed  to  the  little  Marquise  low  and  gravely,  as  if  he  had  been 
formally  presented.  “ I don’t  wonder  you  like  to  have  her  with 
you,’*  he  said ; “ she’s  awfully  pretty.” 

And  so  was  the  glance  he  received  in  return  for  his  sympathy,  and 
then  starting  up,  Theresa  became  suddenly  mindful  of  her  duties  as 
hostess;  Had  ne  had  any  supper?  He  must  be  perfectly  starved! 
And  he  must  share  the  contents  of  the  wonderful  boxes,  “ For  we 
have  nothing  in  the  house  half  so  nice  to  offer  you,”  she  said,  and 
she  flew  around  setting  her  little  table  daintily,  and  boiling  her  tea- 
kettle over  the  fire.  But  considering  the  appetite  to  which  Jack 

E leaded  guilty,  it  was  surprising  how  little  he  ate.  Theresa  enjoyed 
er  supper  to  the  utmost,  and  chattered  away  gaily,  asking  all  man- 
ner of  questions  about  her  aunt  and  cousins,  questions  that  he 
seemed  inclined  to  pass  over  much  more  caieleesly  than  she  could 
have  wished,  and  always  he  brought  the  conversation  back  again  to 
herself,  and  her  life  in  Virginia. 

“ It  is  very  lonely  here,  of  course,”  she  said.  “ I would  rather  be 
in  New  York  with  you  all,  but  it  wouldn’t  be  such  a dreadful  place 
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if  only  w©  had  any  friends.  Papa  knows  people,  of  course,  through 
his  practice,  but  they  never  come  out  here,  it  is  too  far  away,  and 
we  have  no  neighbors — except  one  whom  we  would  be  thankful  to 
dispense  with.” 

“ Why?”  asked  Jack,  with  some  curiosity. 

“ O,  he  makes  papa  trouble,”  she  answered.  “ He  wanted  Cane- 
brakes  and  he’s  always  trying  to  get  it.  Papa  thinks  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  do  him  a personal  injury,  if  he  had  a chance.  I am  often 
frightened  at  night  when  he  is  late  about  coming  home,  for  fear 
something  might  have  happened.” 

“ Have  you  reason  to  suppose  your  neighbor  to  be  a Ku-klux?” 
asked  Jack.  “You  should  not  frighten  yourself  like  that  for  noth- 
ing” 

“It  isn’t  for  nothirgl  ” said  Theresa,  indignantly,  and  she  had 
little  difficulty  in  convincing  Jack  that  whatever  worried  her  was  of 
consequence. 

After  their  supper  was  over  she  pushed  their  little  table  back  into 
a corner  and  they  sat  in  the  firelight  and  talked  tiil  the  hours  grew 
late,  while  for  the  first  time  Theresa  appreciated  the  advantage  of 
having  a companion  capable  of  sustaining  a share  in  the  conversation. 
It  was  twelve  o’clock  when  Jack  rose  to  go. 

“ I ought  to  be  ashamed  of  myself  for  keeping  you  up  so  late,”  he 
said.  But  Theresa  cried  out  in  dismay,  surely  he  would  wait  to  see 
her  father.  She  thought  he  had  come  to  spend  Christmas  with  them. 
A wave  of  such  loneliness  as  she  had  never  dreamed  of  seemed  wait- 
ing to  overwhelm  her. 

“ I’m  sorry  enough  to  go,”  said  Jack,  “ but  I can’t  help  it  this  time. 
I’ll  come  again, if  you’ll  invite  me.  Good-bye,  and  a merry  Christmas, 
St.  Theresa,”  and  with  a clasp  of  her  hand  he  was  gone,  and  Theresa 
locked  the  aoor  once  more  on  the  cold,  dark  night  outside,  and  went 
back  to  the  parlor  where  Jack’s  fire  was  blaming  brightly.  She  threw 
herself  down  on  the  rug  before  it  and  hid  her  face  in  Griselda’s  pink 
satin  lap  and  cried  and  cried. 

The  snow  clicked  against  the  windows  and  the  firelight  danced 
and  flickered.  The  wind  was  rising  and  6trange  sounds  echoed 
through  the  old  house.  Theresa  did  not  notice ; she  was  used  to  the 
rats  and  the  wind.  Griselda’s  waxen  hands  were  resting  on  her  curly 
hair,  but-— Griselda  was  only  a doll,  after  all. 

The  first  thing  Theresa  saw  the  next  morning  when  she  looked 
from  her  window,  was  a man  coming  into  their  yard  with  a big  load 
of  wood  all  chopped  and  ready  for  burning.  Dr.  Tracy  had  given 
him  a large  order  and  paid  for  it  in  advance,  he  said,  he  would  get  it 
to  them  as  fast  as  he  could.  All  this  was  surprising  enough  but 
when  her  father  came  home,  he  was  even  more  astonished.  He  had 
ordered  no  wood,  he  said. 

“It  was  Jack ! ” cried  Theresa  instantly  with  quick  recognition  of 
the  kindness  which  meant  that  there  should  be  no  more  cold  dark 
evenings  for  her  and  Griselda,  If  they  sat  alone,  at  least  they 
should  have  warmth  and  light. 
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“ You  must  write  at  once  to  your  aunt,”  Dr.  Tracy  said,  “It  majr 
be  they  regret  the  course  they’ve  been  taking,  but  be  careful  you  do 
not  make  your  letter  more  grateful  than  the  occasion  requires — they 
have  not  hurt  themselves,  all  these  years ! ” 

Theresa  wrote  a letter  of  which  her  father  would  have  been  very 
certain  to  have  disapproved  had  he  read  it,  but  the  result  was  a most 
affectionate  reply  from  her  aunt,  full  of  self-reproach  and  remorse, 
for  she  knew  nothing  about  Jack  and  his  boxes.  He  was  supposed 
to  be  traveling  somewhere  in  the  west,  and  must  have  taken  a sud- 
den fancy  for  a turn  through  the  south  and  a visit  to  Theresa,  and 
had  given  the  credit  to  her  aunt  to  save  himself  the  embarrassment 
of  thanks,  but  she  was  indebted  to  him,  for  the  sweet  letter  she  had 
so  little  deserved.  Another  great  box  came  with  this  missive,  con- 
taining undreamed  of  luxuries,  for  to  do  her  aunt  and  cousins  jus- 
tice, they  had  never  guessed  such  things  could  be  needed,  till  her  pa- 
thetic gratitude  had  revealed  to  them  the  truth.  In  fact  Jack  had 
set  a ball  rolling  that  soon  altered  the  whole  course  of  Theresa's  life, 
for  her  aunt,  having  her  conscience  thoroughly  awakened  at  last, 
came  suddenly  down  to  pay  a visit,  and  deep  was  her  horror  at  the 
poverty,  and  loneliness  she  discovered,  and  she  gave  Dr.  Tracy  no 
rest,  till  he  promised  to  make  some  other  arrangements  for  the  fu- 
ture. He  did  this  the  more  readily,  that  his  neighbor  had  succeeded 
in  spite  of  all  his  opposition,  in  running  an  electric  road  through 
the  best  part  of  his  land,  and  wrathful  though  he  might  be  at  being 
thus  defeated,  the  value  of  his  property  had  risen  to  a height  that 
compensated  in  a measure  for  the  pain  of  parting  with  it,  inasmuch 
as  it  effectually  proved  the  wisdom  of  his  investments. 

And  so,  to  Theresa’s  delight  the  forlorn  plantation  was  sold  and 
they  moved  into  a sunny  little  house  in  town,  out  of  the  vicinity  of 
their  obnoxious  neighbor,  and  where  there  were  so  many  lights  at 
night,  it  could  never  be  lonely  however  late  she  and  Griselda  might 
watch.  In  the  summer  Theresa  spent  two  months  with  her  aunt  at 
the  north,  and  the  pleasure  of  her  visit  was  only  marred  by  two 
things.  Jack  Lowden  was  still  away  on  his  travels  and  when  one 
of  her  cousins  who  seemed  to  take  a particular  interest  in  him— 
showed  her  his  photograph,  it  failed  so  lamentably  in  point  of  re- 
semblance, that  Theresa  was  forced  to  exclaim,  “ That  isn't  a picture 
of  Jack  I”  in  tones  of  deepest  disappointment. 

“ It’s  a very  good  picture  of  him  1 ” said  her  cousin  in  a tone 
clearly  implying  her  competency  to  settle  that  question. 

“ But  this  looks  as  if  he  was  so  much  fairer,”  insisted  Theresa, 
studying  the  picture  intently.  “ Jack’s  brows  were  straight  and  black, 
and  his  eyes  were  very  bright  and  dark.  He  had  a moustache  but 
it  was  short  and  brushed  up  and  back  and  his  mouth  and  chin  were 
not  a bit  like  this.  Oh,  he’s  not  in  any  way  like  this  picture! ” 

“Then  it  was  not  Jack  Lowden,”  said  her  cousin  firmly,  and 
Theresa  said  no  more. 

Having  only  seen  him  by  the  uncertain  light  of  the  fire,  it  was 
possible  she  might  be  mistaken,  for  of  course  it  was  Jack— it  could 
not  be  any  one  else. 
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When  Theresa  reached  home,  another  blow  awaited  her,  Griselda 
had  disappeared ! Dr.  Tracy  knew  nothing  about  her,  she  was  pro- 
bably stolen.  It  was  in  no  way  an  occasion  for  exaggerated  grief,  he 
said,  and  most  certainly  he  would  not  allow  Theresa  to  advertise. 
She  would  simply  be  making  herself  ridiculous.  It  was  quite  time 
she  gave  up  playing  with  dolls,  and  turned  her  attention  to  some- 
thing more  useful,  and  appropriate  to  her  age.  Theresa  hid  her 
grief  as  best  she  could,  but  she  dreamed  at  night  of  her  poor  little 
friend,  in  the  remorseless  hands  of  some  cruel  child,  her  satin  dress 
soiled  and  her  laces  torn.  It  might  be  silly  to  care  but  she  could 
not  help  it  all  the  same. 

So  when  Christmas  Eve  came  round  again,  it  found  Theresa  sit- 
ting alone  in  the  twilight,  with  no  need  for  Jack  to  come  to  bring 
her  a dinner,  or  light  her  a fire.  Indeed  she  was  dressed  for  a party, 
all  in  white  with  a rose  in  her  hair,  only  waiting  for  her  father  and 
the  carriage. 

“ It  is  like  a different  world,”  she  was  thinking.  “ How  lonely  that 
old  house  must  be  to-night,  with  the  wind  sweeping  across  the  bare  • 
fields,  and  moaning  in  the  chimney ! But  it’s  no  colder  or  darker 
than  it  was  a year  ago,  when  I was  there  with  Griselda  and — I’d  be 
willing  to  be  back  there  again  to-night — If  I knew  Jack  was  coming ! ” 

They  said  Theresa  was  the  prettiest  girl  at  the  party,  and  her 
father  was  much  gratified  at  the  attention  she  received,  particularly 
when  he  saw  his  natural  enemy,  their  old  neighbor,  had  apparently 
fallen  a victim  to  her  charms. 

“ It  would  please  me  very  well  to  have  her  make  a fool  of  him,” 
he  paid. 

Theresa  smiled  on,  and  danced,  but  her  thoughts  were  away  on  the 
lonely  plantation  out  in  the  country,  and  above  the  loudest  bursts 
of  the  music,  she  heard  the  sound  of  the  wind. 

“May  I haye  the  honor  of  a dance,  Miss  Tracy?”  said  a voice  be- 
side her.  She  turned,  and  there  was  Jack!  Not  the  commonplace 


young  man  of  her  cousin’s 
him  as  handsome  and  gal! 


h,  but  Jack  as  she  remembered 
nt  under  the  blaze  of  the  Christmas 
lights,  as  when  seen  by  tEe  flickering  gleam  of  the  burning  box  cov- 
ers at  Canebrakes,  and  Theresa  stretched  out  her  hands  to  him  as 
impulsively,  as  if  she  had  been  welcoming  him  once  more,  at  those 
gloomy  portals. 

“ Oh,  Jack,  when  did  you  come  ? ” she  cried  breathlessly.”  Did 
you  go  out  to  Canebrakes  to  look  for  us  ? ” 

“No,”  he  said,  “ I couldn’t  visit  you  again  till  you  asked  me,  you 
know.  Can  I have  the  dance?  There’s  been  such  a crowd  round 
you  all  the  evening  I thought  I’d  never  get  a chance  to  speak  to 
you.” 

“It’s  promised  to  some  one  else,  but  you  can  have  it,”  said  Theresa, 
and  then  he  put  his  arm  round  her  and  they  floated  away  together, 
and  it  was  all  like  a wonderful  dream. 

“ I’ve  been  thinking  about  Canebrakes  all  the  evening,”  she  said. 
“If  it  had  not  been  for  you  we  should  be  there  now,  Griselda  and  I, 
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sitting  alone  in  the  dark  and  cold.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying 
you  needed  an  invitation  to  come  and  see  me  again ! I did  invite 
you!” 

“You  invited  Jack  Lowden,”  he  said  gravely.  “That  did  not 
mean  me,  Miss  Tracy.”  Theresa  was  looking  up  at  him  with  fright- 
ened eyes. 

“ I— don’t — understand ! ” she  said.  The  room  and  the  lights  and 
the  dancing  crowd  grew  suddenly  indistinct,  the  waltz  music  went 
on  but  Theresa  and  Jack  had  stepped  aside  and  as  in  a dream  she 
heard  his  voice. 

“ Listen  and  forgive  me,”  he  was  saying.  “ I knew  all  those  years 
that  you  had  a bard  time  but  I couldn’t  help  you  or  even  make  your 
acquaintance,  your  father  would  not  allow  it.  I saw  you  many 
times  when  you  did  not  notice  me.  I call  you  St.  Theresa  to  my- 
self because  you  looked  so  sweet  and  patient,  and  because  of  your 
aureole,”  with  a tender  glance  at  her  yellow  locks.  “ Do  you  re- 
member how  cold  it  was  the  day  before  Christmas  last  year?”  turn- 
ing his  face  away  and  dropping  his  voice  as  if  he  thought  she  might 
not  like  to  be  reminded  of  it.  “ I saw  you  out  with  such  a thin 
little  shawl  on  picking  up  sticks!  I couldn’t  stand  that ! But  you 
would  never  accept  help  from  me  and  I thought  of  your  relations  in 
New  York — what  they  might  do — what  I would  do  in  Jack  Low- 
den’s  place.  We  were  in  college  together  and  it  struck  me  I could 
borrow  his  name  for  once.  Your  father  would  have  known  me,  but 
I took  an  evening  when  I knew  he  would  be  away.  Can  you  for- 
give me,  St.  Theresa?  I should  never  have  dared  to  come  and  ask 
you  if  I had  not  found  a frier  d of  yours  to  come  with  me.” 

“A  friend  of  mine?”  said  Theresa  wonderingly. 

“ Yes,”  said  Jack,  “ She’s  just  here,  waiting.” 

An  alcove  window  was  behind  tnem,  a curtain  drawn  before  it. 
Jack  lifted  it  as  he  spoke  and  there,  sitting  in  a comer  of  the  6ofa 
that  occupied  the  niche,  was  Griselda,  a little  more  faded  as  to  her 
gown,  de  ided  y yellower  a*  to  her  lace,  but  still  Griselda,  and  with 
a little  shriek  c f delight,  Theresa  slipped  past  him  and  seized  her 
doll  in  her  arms  and  kissed  her.  Then  holding  her  fast,  she  turned 
to  Jack  blushing  redder  than  the  rose  in  her  hair,  half  shame-faced, 
and  half  defiant,  a look  that  changed  suddenjy  to  one  of  gratitude, 
as  she  met  his  eyes. 

“ Where  did  you  find  her?”  she  cried.  “ Why  are  you  so  good  to 
me  since  you  are  not  Jack?” 

Jack  laughed.  “ I found  her  in  the  possession  of  a small  colored 
child  who  tailed  to  establish  her  cla  ms  when  cross-examined,”  he 
said.  “ But,  as  for  your  other  question,  though  I am  not  Jack  Low- 
den, I have  as  good  a right  as  he  to  be  of  use  to  you  when  I can,  be- 
cause I am  your  neighbor.” 

“ Our  n*-igh»  or ! ” she  said.  “ You  don’t  megn — ” 

“ Yes,”  he  answered,  “ the  Ku-klux.” 

Theresa  s defrauded  partners  were  searching  for  her  up  and  down, 
but  when  she  emerged  from  her  alcove  window  it  was  only  for  an- 
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other  dance  with  Jack.  And  Dr.  Tracy  looked  on  not  wholly  with 
disapproval,  for  after  all,  an  eligible  son-in-law  was  only  one  more 
proof  of  the  wisdom  of  hie  southern  investment. 

Theresa  had  left  Griselda  hidden  behind  a flower  pot,  and  she  sat 
there  tranquil'y  smiling,  all  the  more  perhaps  because  the  sound  of 
the  wind  reminded  her  also  of  Canebrakes.  For  doubtless  she  felt 
she  had  been  instrumental  in  bringing  affairs  to  their  happy  conclu- 
sion, and  had  no  thought  that  she  was  being  neglected,  tnough  she 
sat  alone,  while  Theresa  danced  with  her  neighbor  on  Christmas 
Eve. 


VOLUNTARY  CO-OPERATION. 

BY  JAMES  MIDDLETON. 

Socialists,  anarchists  and  single-taxers,  all  are  looking  forward  to 
and  working  f r an  ideal  state  of  society,  where  the  welfare  of  each 
shall  be  the  concern  of  all,  and  where  the  welfare  of  all  collectively 
shall  be  the  concern  of  each  one  able  to  work  intelligently. 

That  state  will  be  reached  only  when  the  golden  rule  shall  be  the 
guiding  principle  of  all  intelligent  workers.  When  that  shall  be, 
then  nations  also  will  be  controlled  by  the  same  principle,  and  not 
till  then.  The  individuals  compose  the  nation,  and  the  nation  can- 
not be  long  above  the  average  moral  standard  of  the  individuals  that 
compose  it. 

The  socialists  and  anarchists  both  make  the  mistake  that  the  evils 
of  society  are  due  principally  to  unjust  laws. 

The  one  would  remedy  by  sweeping  away  all  law;  and  the  other 
would  remedy  by  extending  the  law  to  all  departments  of  human 
production. 

The  one  forgets  that,  in  savagery,  where  law  is  minimized,  is  the 
lowest  condition  of  society.  The  other  forgets  that,  where  law  ex- 
tends its  domain,  human  selfishness  may  wield  it  with  terrible  in- 
justice— has  so  wielded  it  and  does  so  wield  it  to-day  ofttimes.  The 
more  perfect  the  machinery  of  law  and  the  wider  its  reach,  the 
greater  its  power  for  injury  in  the  hands  of  the  selfish  and  un- 
scrupulous. 

The  single-tax  plan,  and  I use  the  word  single-tax  in  a broader 
sense  than  the  mere  word  conveys  for  want  of  a better,  recognizes 
human  weakness  and  selfishness  more  fully  than  the  other  two,  and 
would  use  the  machinery  of  government  to  give  to  each,  as  far  as 
law  can  do,  fair  play,  by  maintaining  justice,  by  equalizing  and  in- 
creasing opportunities,  leaving  workers  more  free  to  co-operate  as 
they  see  fit. 
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Under  present  conditions,  when  people  of  moderate  means,  or 
people  with  only  their  labor,  seek  to  form  co-operative  enterprises, 
they  find  themselves  at  a great  disadvantage  with  corporations  and 
other  industries  already  organized. 

The  first  difficulty  encountered  is  in  getting  the  ground  on 
which  to  establish  the  business.  A tribute  must  be  paid  to  an  indi- 
vidual for  the  use  of  land.  The  more  desirable  the  location  and 
land,  whether  it  be  for  farming,  mining!  manufacturing  or  basmen. 
the  larger  the  tribute.  This  tribute  is  not  for  the  labor  of  the 
owner,  but  either  for  the  natural  fitness,  the  direct  gift  of  nature,  or 
for  the  fitness  due  to  the  growth  and  improvement  of  society. 

The  larger  the  tribute  to  be  paid  the  more  difficult  for  our  co- 
operators  to  start.  Hence,  land  monopoly  and  land  speculation 
tend  to  concentrate  all  industries  in  the  hands  of  the  few  and  form 
part  of  the  great  basis  upon  which  the  present  monopolistic  system 
rests. 

If  the  co-operators  are  fortunate  enough  to  secure  a location, 
another  difficulty  presents  itself  in  the  tax  gatherer.  The  larger 
and  more  burdensome  the  tax,  the  more  difficult  to  advance  it,  and 
the  more  difficult  it  is  to  recover  it  from  the  consumer.  Land 
monopoly  and  unjust  taxation  together  form  the  basis  of  our  present 
monopolistic  system.  Or,  to  change  the  figure,  they  are  the  upper 
and  nether  millstones  grinding  out  poverty,  ignorance  and  crime. 

Another  legal  feature  of  corporations  seldom  noticed  in  reform 
writings  is  the  voting  power  of  capital.  In  all  our  business  corpor- 
ations, so  far  as  I know,  the  vote  is  cast  by  shares  instead  of  by  indi- 
viduals. For  illustration,  a corporation  is  chartered  by  the  state 
with  a capital  of  $100,000,  in  shares  of  one  dollar  each.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  coiporation  vote  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  sham. 
One  man  owning  fifty  thousand  and  one  shares  controls  the  whole 
business,  though  a thousand  individuals  own  the  balance  of  the 
stock.  Througn  this  power  the  large  stockholders  have  the  small 
ones  at  their  mercy.  Its  evil  effects  are  most  conspicuous  in  wreck- 
ing railroads.  A few  large  stockholders  will  so  manage  affairs  as  to 
throw  ihe  road  into  the  hands  of  a receiver,  dividends  stop,  assess- 
ments may  loom  up,  stock  depredates,  the  small  investors  are  frosen 
out,  they  sell  at  a loss — to  the  large  stockholders.  Then  the  road 
emerges  once  more  from  the  hands  of  the  receiver,  improved  in  con- 
dition, not  only  as  to  road-bed  and  equipments,  but  also  as  to  value. 
The  lambs  are  fleeced  and  the  Jasons  are  enriched. 

Unfortunately,  this  is  not  the  only  result.  Through  this  voting 
power  of  capital  the  few  role  industry,  and  through  that  control 
reach  the  halls  of  legislature  and  make  a mockery  of  our  so-called 
free  institutions. 

To  give  voluntary  co-operation  anything  like  a fair  show,  these 
conditions — monopoly  of  lands  by  the  few,  unjust  taxation  and  the 
voting  power  of  capital  in  a state-made  corporation — must  be 
abolished.  By  removing  all  taxes  from  persons,  and  from  products 
of  labor  as  products,  or  as  much  as  may  be  necessary,  and  concen- 
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trating  them  upon  the  anpual  rental  values  of  lands  and  franchises, 
independent  of  their  improvements,  treating  unused  lands  or  partly 
u=ed  on  the  same  basis  as  others,  the  holding  of  lands  and  franchises 
for  speculative  or  monopolistic  purposes  will  be  broken  up,  as  well 
as  unjust  taxation  be  remedied.  And,  in  addition,  let  the  voting 
power  of  capital  be  abolished,  thus  giving  one  vote  and  one  vote 
only  to  each  member  of  a corporation. 

In  this  respect  industry  will  thus  be  placed  upon  the  same  basis  as 
most  of  our  religious  and  fraternal  organizations,  where  the  princi- 
ple works  most  admirably. 

These  three  reforms  seem  to  me  fundamental  to  usher  in  the  ideal 
state  of  voluntary  co-operation.  These  won,  the  great  moral  forces 
which  are  working  for  the  evolution  of  the  race  would  much  more 
rapidly  hasten  on  the  ideal  state,  where  the  welfare  of  each  should 
be  the  concern  of  all,  and  the  welfare  of  all  collectively  should  be 
the  concern  of  each. 


SHORT  STUDIES  IN  POLITICAL  ECONOMY. 


BY  WILFRED  P.  BORLAND. 

No.  11. 

It  would  be  both  a profitless  and  unnecessary  task  to  enter  into  a 
long  disquisition  concerning  the  nature  and  cause  of  value  in  this 
place,  as  we  should  only  be  going  over  a well  beaten  path  which 
every  economist  since  the  days  of  Adam  Smith,  has  traveled  with- 
out arriving  at  indisputable  conclusions.  And,  really,  it  could  not 
be  otherwise,  since  the  concept  of  value  is  purely  within  the  domain 
of  metaphysics,  and  is  subject  to  as  various  constructions  as  the  var 
garies  or  the  human  intellect  are  various.  This  much  we  know : 
The  ground,  the  sufficient  cause,  for  the  existence  of  value  in  the 
economic  sense — exchange  value — is  not  referable  to  any  single  cir- 
cumstance, but  presents  itself  to  our  view  as  a series  of  complex 
phenomena;  ana  it  is  chiefly  by  external  modifications  of  these 
phenomena,  whereby  their  natural  relations  are  disturbed,  and  the 
magnitude  of  value  thereby  unnaturally  affected,  that  certain  mem- 
bers of  society  are  enabled  to  draw  into  their  own  possession  vast 
8 tores  of  wealth  at  the  expense  of  others.  This,  too,  we  know: 
Value  is  the  expression  of  a social  relation.  Standing  by  himself, 
the  human  individual  knows  nothing  of  value;  the  only  concept 
which  his  mind  is  able  to  form  concerning  external  objects  is  one  of 
utility.  It  is  impossible  for  him  to  form  any  conception  of  value  un- 
til he  enters  into  social  relations  with  some  other  individual,  or  body 
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of  individuals.  Value  is  also  the  expression  of  a particular  form  of 
social  relation.  The  concept  of  value  is  distinctly  absent  from  those 
primitive  communal  societies  which  have  furnished  a type  for  the 
experiments  of  different  social  reformers  at  various  times,  here  and 
there.  No  matter  what  form  the  labor  of  such  societies  might  take, 
it  produced  only  utilities,  not  values;  the  conception  of  value  first 
appeared  when  these  societies  entered  into  social  relations  with  in- 
dividuals, or  groups  of  individuals,  outside  of  their  own  soc:al  cir- 
cle, and  it  baa  no  reference  to  the  relations  existing  between  them- 
selves. We  may  say,  then,  that  value  as  it  exists  in  our  present  in- 
dividualistic society,  is  an  intellectual  conception  by  which  is  given 
expression  to  certain  social  relations  existing  between  its  different 
members ; and  it  is  the  distribution  of  its  magnitude  which  exoresses 
the  extent  to  which  each  individual  is  entitled  to  share  in  the  col- 
lectively produced  utilities.  Value  cannot  exist  apart  from  utility. 
The  desire  of  a large  number  of  human  beings  to  possess  an  utility 
is  the  first  element  which  enters  into  a determination  of  the  magni- 
tude of  its  value ; the  next  element  is  its  scarcity,  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  it,  the  number  of  sacrifices  the  individual  will  make 
rather  than  go  without  it.  This  is  economically  expressed  as  sup- 
ply and  demand ; it  wholly  determines  the  magnitude  of  the  value 
of  all  natural  objects,  all  of  those  utilities  which  are  the  gratuitous 
offerings  of  nature — economically  termed  land.  There  is  another 
element  which  enters  into  the  determination  of  the  value  of  those 
utilities  which  are  furnished  by  the  hand  of  man;  and  that  is  the 
labor  time  expended  in  producing  them.  These  labor  created 
objects  are  also  affected  by  supply  and  demand ; going  up  or  down 
in  value  in  proportion  to  their  scarcity  and  the  extent  of  the  sacri- 
fices men  wul  make  to  secure  them,  but,  unlike  natural  objects,  the 
labor  time  expended  upon  them  always  constitutes  an  element  of, 
and  becomes  proportional,  to  the  magnitude  of  their  value.  Hence, 
it  is  through  alterations  in  the  amount  of  labor  time  necessary  to 

Sroduce  an  object,  and  alterations  in  the  adjustments  of  supply  to 
emand,  and  vice  versa,  that  all  variations  in  the  magnitude  of  value 
are  effected.  Here,  for  instance,  is  a coat;  it  is  the  only  one  in  ex- 
istence and  its  possession  is  desired  by  a vast  number  of  people.  It 
will  bear  an  immense  value  for  a time,  but  eventually  it  must  fall 
to  a value  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  labor  time  necessary  to 
produce  a coat.  On  the  other  hand,  here  is  a natural  nbj  ct ; say  a 
water  power,  a coal  mine,  a plot  of  land.  The  value  of  such  things 
will  be  determined  solely  by  the  demand  for  them,  the  amount  of 
sacrifice  persons  will  consent  to  make  in  order  to  possess  them,  as  no 
amount  of  labor  is  adequate  to  the  production  of  any  of  these 
things.  As  society  advances  and  population  increases,  the  move- 
ment of  value  takes  two  opposite  directions;  the  amount  of  labor 
time  necessary  for  the  creation  of  labor  produced  utilities  becomes 
less  and  less,  and  their  value  constantly  diminishes,  while  the  de- 
mand for  the  naturally  produced  utilities  becomes  greater  and  greater, 
and,  not  being  capable  of  extension,  their  value  constantly  increases. 
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It  is  these  opposite  movements  in  the  magnitude  of  value  that  give 
us  the  clew  to  all  the  social  evils  which  afflict  civilized  pociety.  The 
possession  of  natural  utilities  is  an  absolutely  necessary  condition 
of  human  existence,  and,  as  the  magnitude  or  their  value  constant- 
ly increases,  it  can  easily  be  seen  that  a community  of  free  individ- 
uals which  admits  private  and  exclusive  property  in  natural  utili- 
ties carries  within  itself  the  germs  of  its  own  dissolution.  For, 
these  objects  being  nece-sary  to  support  life,  and  the  magnitude  of 
their  value  constantly  increasing,  tne  sacrifices  which  people  will 
make  in  order  to  possess  them  constantly  increase,  and,  finally,  from 
a community  of  free  individuals  is  produced  a community  of  indi- 
viduals who  have  sacrificed  freedom,  honor,  patriotism,  everything 
which  men  hold  dear,  in  order  to  exe  out  a miserable  existence  in 
the  midst  of  abundance  of  wealth  of  their  own  creation,  but  which 
the  opposite  movements  in  the  magnitude  of  value  has  placed  be- 
yond tbeir  reach.  These  natural  movements  are  taken  advantage  of, 
and  intensified,  by  certain  members  of  society  who  are  unnaturally 
eager  to  increase  the  magnitude  of  value  within  their  possession ; 
this  desire  creates  that  movement  which  is  vaguely  termed  specula- 
tion. Men  acquire  possession  of  natural  utilities  at  times  when 
there  is  little  demana  for  them  and  their  value  naturally  low,  thus 
profiting  by  all  the  increase  in  value  which  accrues  to  them  through 
increased  demand.  This  practice  of  creating  an  artificial  scarcity, 
or  “ c TneriDg,”  natural  utilities  is  a great  evil,  the  unjust  source  of 
wealth  to  a vast  number  of  persons.  The  magnitude  of  value  of 
labor  created  products  is  also  artificially  increased  by  “ cornering,” 
or  creating  an  artificial  scarcity.  Men  buy  these  products  and  hold 
them  out  of  use  until  demand  has  increased  their  value  to  such  an 
extent  that  they  can  sell  again  and  realize  a handsome  profit ; they 
also  obtain  the  monopoly  of  production  of  certain  labor  created  ar- 
ticles, and  are  thus  enabled,  by  producing  short  of  the  demand,  to 
enhance  their  value  and  realize  great  profits.  But,  speculation  in 
labor  created  products  is  rather  risky  business,  unless  the  value  of 
natural  utilities  is  forced  to  such  a figure  as  to  prevent  the  majority 
of  men  from  using  them,  for  it  is*  necessary  to  use  natural  utilities 
in  order  to  create  labor  products  and  the  point  at  which  men  may 
secure  the  use  of  natural  utilities,  so  as  to  increase  the  supply,  is  the 
point  beyond  which  the  “ cornering  ” of  labor  created  products  can- 
not be  safely  carried.  In  their  eagerness  to  increase  the  magnitude 
of  the  values  in  their  possession,  men  often  go  beyond  this  point 
and  involve  themselves  in  ruin.  It  may  be  laid  down  as  a general 
rule,  that  all  those  values  which  have  a natural  tendency  to  increase 
their  magnitude  with  the  progress  of  society  should  be  regarded  as 
public  property,  and  that  the  best  interests  of  a civilized  society  de- 
mand that  private  property  should  only  be  allowed  in  those  utilities 
whose  magnitude  of  value  naturally  decreases  with  the  progress  of 
society.  This  might  be  brought  about  by  compelling  the  useis  of 
natural  utilities  to  render  up  to  society  all  the  increase  in  the  mag- 
nitude of  their  values  for  the  public  benefit,  thus  placing  all  holders 
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of  labor  created  products  on  a plane  of  equality  with  regard  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  values  in  their  possession.  Another  way  in  which 
men  influence  the  natural  relations  of  supply  and  demand  so  as  t* 
increase  the  magnitude  of  the  values  in  their  own  possession  is  by 
manipulating  the  money  medium  by  which  the  magnitude  of  all 
values  is  expressed.  It  is  the  function  of  money  to  facilitate  the  ex- 
change of  products,  and  for  this  purpose  men  express  the  value  of 
the  products  they  wish  to  exchange  in  terms  of  money,  thus  arriv- 
ing at  an  easy  and  convenient  mode  of  comparing  the  magnitude  of 
the  values  of  different  products  with  each  other  and  determining  the 
proportions  in  which  they  shall  exchange.  Thus,  in  exchanging 
wheat  for  hats,  when  we  say  wheat  is  worth  $1  per  bushel.  and  hats 
$2  a piece,  we  simply  express  the  fact  that  one  hat  is  of  the  same 
value  as  two  bushels  of  wheat,  and  thereby  determine  the  ratio  of 
exchange  between  wheat  and  hats.  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  affect 
this  ratio  through  any  alterations  in  the  money  medium  itself ; the 
only  way  it  can  be  affected  is  by  alterations  in  the  relative  values  of 
wheat  and  hats,  which  will  be  brought  about  permanently  by  varia- 
tions in  the  labor  time  necessary  for  their  production,  or,  tempora- 
rily, by  variations  in  the  supply  of  and  demand  for  wheat  or  hats. 
These  conditions  remaining  tne  same;  if  we  say  that  wheat  is  worth 
$2  a bushel  instead  of  $1,  then  hats  will  be  worth  $4  a piece 
instead  of  $2,  and  the  ratio  of  exchange  between  hats  and  wheat  re- 
mains unaltered.  This  being  as  true  of  all  products  as  it  is  of  the  two 
mentioned,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  impossible  for  men  to  manipu- 
late the  money  medium  so  as  to  increase  their  own  values  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  values  of  others,  as  long  as  money  is  restricted  to  its 
natural  and  legitimate  function : that  of  differentiating  and  com- 
paring the  value  of  commodities  tor  exchange  purposes.  It  is  a mis- 
take to  suppose  that  a commodity  has  value  because  it  can  be  ex- 
changed for  money?  On  the  contrary,  a commodity  can  be  ex- 
changed for  money  simply  because  it  has  value,  and  the  expression 
of  its  money  equivalent  places  it  in  a value  relation  with  all  other 
commodities  for  exchange  purposes.  How  to  convert  the  money 
medium  into  an  instrument  of  spoliation  is  a problem  that  has  been 
easily  solved  by  placing  it  in  the  list  of  commodities  and  subordi- 
nating its  money  function  to  the  value  relations  of  the  material  of 
which  it  is  composed.  The  wise  financiers  tell  us  that  money  is  a 
commodity,  subject  to  the  same  laws  as  other  commodities,  but  it  is 
an  entire  fallacy  and  it  is  because  men  have  believed  this  fallacy  for 
so  long  that  they  have  permitted  themselves  to  be  robbed  for  the 
benefit  of  others.  Money  is  not  a commodity ; it  is  impossible  for 
it  to  be  a commodity,  for  if  it  were  a commodity  it  could  not  be 
money.  Commodities  step  into  circulation,  express  their  value  in 
terms  of  money,  exchange  with  other  commodities,  and  drop  out  of 
the  sphere  of  circulation  to  be  replaced  by  other  commodities. 
Money,  on  the  contrary,  does  not  drop  out  of  the  sphere  of  circula- 
tion at  all ; it  keeps  continually  within  that  sphere  and  moves  about 
in  it.  Whenever  it  does  drop  out  of  the  sphere  of  circulation  it  is 
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no  longer  money,  but  becomes  either  a mere  commodity,  like  gold 
or  silver  bullion,  or  a hoard,  or  store,  of  value,  a function  which  is 
entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  the  legitimate  functions  of  a 
money  medium.  The  idea  that  the  exchange  of  a commodity  for 
money  is  an  exchange  of  commodities  having  equal  commodity 
value  is  one  of  the  strangest  fallacies  that  ever  afflicted  the  human 
mind.  When  men  exchange  commodities  they  need  to  have  a very 
definite  idea  of  what  they  are  doing,  as,  for  instance,  if  ten  cabbages 
are  to  be  exchanged  for  a bushel  of  wheat  the  respective  owners  of 
these  commodities  will  need  to  know  that  the  owner  of  the  wheat 
will  get,  not  nine  cabbages,  or  five  cabbages,  but  ten  cabbages  ; and 
that  the  owner  of  the  cabbages  will  get,  not  less  or  more  than  a 
bushel  of  wheat,  but  a bushel  of  wheat,  and  it  is  only  by  having  a de- 
finite knowledge  of  such  facts  as  this  that  equitable  exchange  of 
commodities  may  be  effected.  Does  any  commodity  possessor  have 
any  such  knowledge  as  this  when  he  exchanges  his  commodity 
for  the  so-called  commodity  money?  Not  at  all.  We  are  told  that 
men  exchange,  say,  a bushel  of  wheat  for  a dollar  because  the  dollar, 
i.  e .,  with  us  23  22  grains  of  gold,  has  the  same  commodity  value  as 
the  wheat, — and  this,  too,  is  supposing  that  they  don’t  want  the 
commodity  gold  and  have  no  use  for  it  whatever — but,  even  sup- 
posing men  get  paid  for  their  wheat  in  actual  gold  dollars,  is  there 
one  man  out  of  ten  thousand  who  knows  whether  these  dollars  con- 
tain 23  22  grains  of  gold  or  not?  Is  there  one  man  out  of  a million 
who  cares  a continental  how  much  gold  they  contain,  or  whether 
they  contain  any  gold  or  not,  so  long  as  they  perform  for  him  their 
legitimate  function  as  dollars  ? But,  supposing  men  desire  to  ex- 
change wheat  for  commodity  gold,  i.  e.,  with  us,  money,  in  the  ratio 
of  one  bushel  of  wheat  for  23.22  grains  of  gold.  This  exchange  of 
commodity  for  commodity  being  agreed  upon,  is  there  a man  in  ex- 
istence who  would  not  take  the  utmost  pains  to  know  that  he  did, 
actually,  get  23.22  grains  of  gold  for  each  bushel  of  wheat  ? Does  any 
one  suppose  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  wheat  possessor 
would  be  satisfied  with  any  hocus  pocus  nonsense  about  gold  repre- 
sentatives, redemptive  bases,  etc.  ? Not  at  all.  He  would  only  be 
satisfied  with  the  knowledge  that  he  actually  did  get,  not  15  or  20 
or  some  other  uncertain  number  of  grains  of  gold  nor  any  vague  and 
indefinite  promise  to  pay  gold  some  time  in  the  misty  future,  but 
23  22  grains  of  gold  for  each  and  every  bushel  of  wheat  exchanged  on 
these  terms.  He  would  want  to  know,  and  he  would  know,  that  it 
was  real  gold  he  was  getting  for  his  wheat,  and  that  he  was  realty 
getting  23.22  grains  for  each  bushel,  and  the  possession  of  this 
Knowledge  would  still  be  essential  to  the  exchange,  even  supposing 
gold  to  be  used  as  money . The  fact  is,  that  the  commodity  value  of 
the  money  material  is  of  not  the  slightest  importance  to  its  useful- 
ness as  money.  The  only  idea  which  money  presents  to  the  mind 
of  the  user  is  the  abstract  idea  of  1 (dollar),  1 (dime),  1 (cent); 
he  knows  perfectly  well  what  these  abstract  units  are  worth,  in  com - 
modities,  but  what  the  material  which  carries  these  units  may  be 
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worth  is  a matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  him  because  it  is  ol  no 
consequence  whatever.  He  does  not  know  because  he  does  not  need 
to  know ; the  money  units  perform  for  him  their  function  of  equa- 
ting, quantitatively,  his  values  to  the  values  of  all  other  commodi- 
ties within  the  sphere  of  circulation,  and  that  is  all  he  requires  of 
them,  and,  moreover,  it  is  ail  they  possibly  can  do  as  money . If  such 
demonstration  as  this  is  not  sufficient,  let  those  who  are  afflicted 
with  the  commodity  lunacy  try  and  see  what  headway  they  can 
make  in  expressing  the  value  of  a commodity  in  terms  of  itself. 
Let  them  try  and  discover  the  value  of  a quantity  of  wheat  by  com- 
paring it  with  wheat  and  see  what  result  will  be  attained.  Such 
comparison  will  tell  them  absolutely  nothing;  they  will  find  that  it 
is  an  utter  impossibility  to  find  out  anythin?  about  the  value  of  a 
commodity  by  comparing  it  with  itself.  And  yet  this  utter  impos- 
sibility, il  we  are  to  believe  our  wise  financiers,  is  performed  every 
day  in  the  year,  with  respect  to  the  commodity  money.  For,  gold 
is  money  and  money  is  gold,  and  when  we  want  to  express  the  value 
of  a doliar  we  say  it  is  worth  23.22  grains  of  gold  and  when  we  want 
to  express  the  value  of  23.22  grains  of  gold  we  say  it  is  worth  a dol- 
lar, thus  performing  an  impossible  feat  by  expressing  the  value  of  a 
commodity  in  terms  of  itself.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  in- 
congruity about  this  expression ; it  seems  perfectly  natural,  yet,  if 
money  is  a commodity,  the  expres  ion  is  identical  with  saying  that 
a bushel  of  wheat  is  worth  a bushel  of  wheat,  and  the  person  who 
should  attempt  to  express  the  value  of  wheat  in  that  way  would  be 
looked  upon  as  a fit  candidate  for  a lunatic  asylum.  We  are  here 
forced  upon  the  horns  of  a dilemma.  We  must  either  admit  that, 
with  respect  to  this  money  commodity,  we  are  all  the  time  perform- 
ing admitted  impossibilities,  or  we  must  accept  the  more  rational 
conclusion  that  money  is  not  a commodity.  We  have  used  a com- 
modity for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  money  units  a tangible  bodily 
expression,  and  that  fact  has  given  rise  to  the  commoditv  fallacy 
concernirg  money.  Now,  let  us  analyze  this  commodity  i3ea  a lit- 
tle further.  We  will  suppose  that  the  commodity  gold  is  declared 
by  law  to  be  no  longer  money,  and  that  the  government  shall  de- 
clare that  henceforth  the  dollar  unit  of  money  shall  be  embodied  in 
the  commodity  copper  in  the  ratio  of  23.22  grains  of  copper,  by 
weight,  for  each  dollar.  What  follows?  Putting  on  one  side  the 
little  eccentricities  of  the  copper  trust,  we  may  say  that  the  commo- 
dity value  of  copper  is  now  its  natural  value ; determined  by  the 
labor  time  necessary  to  produce  it  and  the  variations  in  supply  and 
demand.  But,  immediaetly  government  confers  on  it  the  money 
function,  every  23.22  grains  of  copper  in  existence  becomes  equal  in 
value  to  one  dollar;  simply  because  that  amount  of  copper  is  suffi- 
cient to  pay  debts,  taxes,  import  duties,  and  all  other  legal  oblige 
tions  to  the  amount  of  one  dollar,  and  will  exchange  (be  taken  in 
ex  hange)  for  all  commodities  as  one  dollar.  But,  although  we  are 
quite  what  the  value  of  23.22  grains  of  copper  would  be,  we  cannot 
tell  what  would  be  the  value  of  its  equivalent  expression,  one  dot 
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lar ; that  is  a circumstance  which  would  be  determined  wholly  apart 
from  any  considerations  of  the  natural  commodity  value  of  copper.' 
The  value  of  the  dollar  would  be  determined  by  the  volume  of  dol- 
lars whit  h could  be  constructed  out  of  the  whole  bodv  of  the  com- 
modity copper,  as  compared  with  the  volume  of  all  other  commodi- 
ties, the  sole  money  function  of  the  commodity  copper  being  to 
serve  as  a natural  limit  beyond  which  the  series  of  dollars  could  not 
be  extended.  Dollars  would  fall  in  value.  That  is,  a dollar  would 
not  purchase  the  same  amount  of  commodities  as  now.  If  we  say 
now  that  wheat  is  worth  one  dollar  a bushel,  we  might  then  say  it 
was  worth  five  dollars  a bushel.  But,  mark  this,  the  dollar,  as  long 
as  it  remained  a full  legal  tender , would  have  precisely  the  same 
money  value  that  it  has  to-day.  That  is,  its  money  function  of  com- 
paring and  differentiating  the  value  of  commodities  would  be  in  uo 
wise  wiected.  The  hat  that  is  worth  two  bushels  of  wheat  would 
still  be  worth  two  bushels  of  wheat.  Where  we  now  say  that  the 
wheat  is  worth  $1  and  the  hat  $2,  we  would  then  say  that  the  wheat 
is  worth  $5  and  the  hat  $10;  the  relative  value  of  wheat  and  hats 
for  exchange  purposes  would  remain  unaltered,  and  so  of  all  other 
commodities.  While  such  a measure  as  this  would  not  affect  the 
relative  values  of  all  other  commodities,  it  would  very  sensibly  affect 
the  value  of  the  commodity  copper;  the  great  demand  for  copper  as 
a money  material  would  enhance  its  value  out  of  all  proportion  with 
the  labor  time  necessary  to  produce  it  and  the  legitimate  demand 
for  it  for  commercial  purposes,  and  increase  by  many  fold  the  mag- 
nitude of  value  in  the  possession  of  copper  owners.  The  present 
owners  of  copper  would  also  be  placed  in  a position  where  it  would 
be  to  their  interest*  to  restrict  the  production  of  copper  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, since  any  restriction  in  the  number  of  monetary  units  which 
could  be  manufactured  from  the  commodity  copper,  within  the 
legitimate  demand  for  them  for  exchange  purposes,  would  increase 
the  purchasing  power  of  each  unit — that  is,  the  units  would  equate 
values  on  a lower  plane  and  each  unit  would  stand  for  a larger  share 
of  commodities — and  the  copper  owners  would  have  a steadily  in- 
creasing magnitude  of  value,  while  the  possessors  of  all  other  forms 
of  value  would  have  a steadily  decreasing  magnitude.  Gold  would 
then  sink  to  its  natural  < ommodity  value ; if  we  then  said  that  23.22 
grains  of  gold  was  worth  one  dollar  it  would  be  a fact,  and  not  a 
commodity  fiction  of  the  imagination.  We  should  then  probably 
discover  that,  for  commercial  purposes,  commodity  gold  was,  weight 
for  weight,  no  more  valuable  than  commodity  copper.  What  would 
happen  with  respect  to  the  copper  owners  is  precisely  what  has  hap- 
pened, and  does  happen,  with  respect  to  the  gold  owners;  but  the 
plentifulness  of  the  commodity  copper  would  naturally  extend  the 
series  of  money  units  to  such  a length  that  all  hgitimate  demands 
for  money  would  be  met,  and  it  would  be  almost  imp  >seible  to  re- 
strict the  issue  so  as  to  convert  money  into  an  instrument  of  spolia- 
tion. Gold  is  so  naturally  scarce  that  it  furnishes  a naturally  ideal 
money  for  those  who  seek,  not  to  produce  values,  but  to  absorb  the 
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values  produced  by  others,  as  it  limits  the  series  of  legal  tender  unite 
of  money  to  a length  far  short  of  the  legitimate  demand  for  them 
for  exchange  purposes.  That  gold  owners  know  this  is  shown  by 
the  stubborn,  and  so  far  successful  fight  they  have  made  against  the 
extension  of  the  monetary  series  by  conferring  legal  tender  func- 
tions on  silver.  These  considerations  make  it  apparent  that  the  is- 
suance of  money  is  a governmental  function,  since  government 
alone — i.  e..  the  people  collectively — can  establish  the  one  essential 
function  or  a money  medium,  the  legal  tender  function.  Also,  it 
must  be  apparent  that,  so  long  as  we  continue  to  use  a metalic  basis 
to  limit  our  monetary  series,  the  ownership  of  the  money  metal 
should  remain  absolutely  with  the  people  collectively,  or  in  the 
hands  of  government.  Private  ownership  in  gold  and  silver,  as  long 
as  they  continue  in  use  as  money,  shoula  not  be  allowed,  except  as 
they  are  withdrawn,  for  commercial  purposes,  from  the  legitimate 
channels  of  trade  in  exchange  for  commodities  By  such  means 
money  could  not  become  an  instrument  of  spoliation,  since  there 
would  be  no  incentive  to  restrict  its  issue,  and^  the  material  of  money 
being  the  property  of  government,  even  if  its  volume  did  mount 
above  or  fall  below  the  legitimate  demands  of  trade,  no  person  would 
be  injured,  since  relative  value  would  not  be  affected.  But,  the 
ideally  perfect  money  is  a full  legal  tender  governmental  paper, 
wholly  disconnected  from  any  metallic  basis  whatever.  Sucn  a 
money  would  perform  its  legitimate  money  functions  without  being 
influenced  by  the  selfish  considerations  of  private  parties.  It  is 
easy  to  condemn  fiat  money,  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to  justify  such 
condemnation  by  any  other  consideration  than  that  of  ignorance  of 
the  money  function.  The  advocates  of  the  gold  dollar  will  have  a 
hard  task  to  show  that  it  possesses  one  cent’s  worth  of  money  value 
which  is  not  fiat  value  pure  and  simple.  Remove  all  taxation  from 
labor  products  and  absorb  by  taxation  the  value  of  all  natural  utili- 
ties, those  whose  magnitude  of  value  naturally  increases,  and  issue 
to  the  people  a full  legal  tender  fiat  money  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ducting their  exchanges,  and  we  shall  get  about  as  near  justice  as  it 
is  possible  to  get  on  this  mundane  sphere.  Although  the  volume  of 
a fiat  money,  in  its  variations,  could  only  affect  absolute  values, 
leaving  relative  values  unaffected,  and  therefore,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  bring  about  spoliation  through  insufficient  volume,  the  sta- 
bility of  prices,  for  the  protection  of  long  time  contracts  would  ren- 
der it  necessary  that  the  volume  of  money  should  remain  in  as 
nearly  a uniform  relation  with  the  volume  of  commodities  as  possi- 
ble. This  desideratum  mipht  be  secured  by  the  people,  in  annual 
elections,  deciding  on  a certain  fixed  relation  between  the  volume  of 
money  and  the  annual  increase  in  values  for  each  year,  as  decided 
from  the  tax  rolls  of  the  nation.  The  general  alterations  in  prices 
would  furnish  an  intelligent  guide  to  follow  in  such  cases.  In  con- 
clusion, it  may  be  well  to  call  the  attention  of  the  paper  money  ad- 
vocates to  a circumstance  which  they  seem  to  have  overlooked. 
There  is  not  a line  nor  a word  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
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States  which,  in  express  terms,  gives  Congress  the  right  or  power  to 
confer  full  legal  tender  attributes  upon  anything  but  coined  money. 
There  is  no  provision  in  that  instrument  under  which  the  right  is 
even  implif a,  unless  it  be  from  the  power  “ to  raise  and  support  ar- 
mies.” Under  this  war  power,  the  right  to  issue  legal  tender  paper 
money  has  been  asserted  and  once  exercised  by  the  government,  and 
the  right  so  excised  has  been  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court  under 
the  plea  of  “ necessity.”  That  the  Supreme  Court  would  entertain 
this  plea  of  “ necessity”  under  any  circumstances  short  of  war  is 
much  to  be  doubted,  and  the  first  step  towards  a true  money  sys- 
tem is  to  secure  an  amendment  to  our  Constitution. 


TRADES  UNIONS  AND  STATE  SOCIALISM. 


BY  GEORGE  C.  WARD. 


Organized  labor  has  issued  an  appeal  to  “ all  citizens  of  all  relig- 
ions and  political  faiths”  in  the  interest  of  unemployed  and  starv- 
ing labor.  After  summing  up  the  grand  progress  made  by  the  na- 
tion and  the  seeming  wealth  and  prosperity  oi  the  people,  the  appeal, 
states  that : 

A hundred  thousand  men,  women  and  chUdren  are  nearing  the  verge  of 
starvation  in  this  rich  metropolis  of  these  free  United  States.  Hundreds  of 
thousands  of  others  are  within  but  a short  distance  from  want  and  its  attend- 
ant suffering,  misery  and  crime.  From  ail  the  manufacturing  and  commercial 
centers  there  comes  the  anxious  demand  for  work,  soon  we  fear  to  be  followed 
by  the  desperate,  despairing  cry  for  bread. 

Then  the  striking  contrast  which  exists  between  the  classes  and 
the  masses,  the  exploiters  and  the  exploited,  is  presented  as  follows: 

A few  thousand  men  and  women  enjoy  the  opulence  of  eastern  potentates, 
while  abject  millions  grovel  in  the  dust  begging  for  work  and  bread.  This  is 
the  industrial  and  social  exhibit  of  our  Columbian  year. 

The  appellants  than  proceed  to  say : 

The  authors  of  the  declaration  of  independence  before  severing  the  colonies 
from  the  mother  country,  wisely  set  forth  certain  fundamental  truths  and  upon 
the  basis  of  these  eternal  verities  erected  the  temple  of  political  freedom. 

So,  we,  mindful  of  the  power  of  error,  and  prejudice  against  any  seemiDg 
departure  from  the  beaten  paths  of  human  experience  as  in  duty  bound,  make 
this  declaration  of  the  reasons  that  prompt  our  action  and  justify  the  methods 
and  measures  proposed. 

We  do  not  believe  that  the  industrial  and  social  system  so  firmly  entrenched, . 
can  be  changed  for  the  better  by  declaration  or  demand,  by  edict  of  rulers,  by 
laws  of  legislative  assemblies,  by  individual  or  corporate  experiments,  by  riot, 
or  by  the  deadly  anger  of  class  hate. 

We  believe  that  so  radical  a change  as  we  contemplate  must  be  obtained  by 
the  slow  processes  of  revolutionary  development. 
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That  the  methods  and  measures  by  which  the  world  of  workers  to-day  enjoy 
better  conditions  than  those  of  o' her  times  and  the  greater  purchasing  power 
of  a day's  work  in  the  United  States  over  that  enjoyed  by  the  laboreis  of  other 
conn  tries,  are  the  methods  by  and  through  which  labor  will  receive  its  full 
measure  of  justice  and  equity. 

We  belirve  that  the  organization  of  wage-workers  in  trade  unions  is  the 
surest  gurantee  of  a peaceful  solution  of  the  world-wide  problem,  “ How  to 
abolish  poverty.* * 

That  the  wage  system  of  labor  can  be  succeeded  by  a better  only  through 
the  Increase  of  the  purchasing  power  of  a day's  work. 

That  increased  wages  (or  increased  purchasing  power)  reduces  profit  upon 
labor. 

That  a constant  increase  in  wages  and  in  reduction  of  profits  will  make  a 
capitalistic  or  employing  c ass  unprofitable  and  unnecessary,  thus  eliminating 
classes  and  establishing  equity. 

That  the  reduction  of  the  hours  of  labor  increases  wages  without  increasing 
the  cost  of  production,  and  is  the  measure  upon  which  the  full  power  of  the 
labor  movement  should  be  directed. 

Having  thus  formulated  an  argument,  or  a thesis  as  a justification 
for  the  attitude  of  organized  labor  and  its  policy  of  constantly  agi- 
tating for  shorter  hours  and  better  wages,  the  appellants  boldly  make 
the  following  demand  : 

That  as  a city  is  a co-operative  corporation  in  which  all  citizens  are  share- 
holders, and  all  other  residei*ts  guests  or  sojourners,  no  one  citizen  has  the 
right  to  live  in  extravagant  luxury  while  the  other  wants  for  the  needs  of  life. 
We,  therefore,  call  upon  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of 
New  York  to  convene  in  special  session  and  there  devise  ways  and  means  in 
the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same  extent,  as  they  would  in  the  case  of  flood, 
fire  or  pestilence. 

That  as  food  obtained  by  work  is  more  enjoyable  than  food  obtained,  even  as 
a right,  without  work,  we  ask  the  city  authorises  to  provide  ways  and  means 
for  the  commencement  and  continuance  of  public  works,  and  the  employment 
of  the  now  unemploye  1 directly  and  not  by  contract. 

That  the  same  reasons  that  prompt  ns  to  call  upon  the  officers  of  our  city  for 
appropriations  for  immediate  relief  and  public  employment,  also  prompt  us  to 
call  upon  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  call  attention  by  public  proclamation  and  legislative  action  to  the  same  and, 
and  in  such  a manner  as  the  fundamental  law  will  permit. 

Growing  eloquent  with  a knowledge  of  the  justice  of  their  cauce, 
they  assert  in  no  uncertain  terms  thar  the  ultimate  of  labor's  aspi- 
rations is  the  overthrow  of  the  present  system  of  wage  slavery.  They 
say : 

In  that  immortal  document  that  sounded  the  death-knell  of  kingcraft,  the 
signers  thereto  set  forth  a challenge  and  defiance  to  that  social  and  industrial 
system  that  rests  upon  the  same  foundation  and  upholds  the  theory  of  the 
dlviual  rights  of  kings. 

In  the  declaration  “ That  all  men  are  bom  possessed  with  certain  unalien- 
able rights,  among  which  are  the  rght  to  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness," will  be  found  the  keynote  to  a new  and  yet  grander  declaration  of 
labors's  independei>ce  from  the  m&narchial  control  of  the  industrial  system. 

The  right  to  live  carries  with  it  the  right  to  the  means  of  life. 

The  right  to  liberty  carries  with  it  the  right  to  that  economic  independence 
without  which  political  liberty  is  void. 

The  right  to  the  punmit  of  happiness  carries  with  it  the  right  to  all  the  op- 
portunities and  privileges  that  are  necessary  to  the  securing  of  happiness. 

After  quoting  numerous  precedents  to  show  that  all  the  functions 
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and  paternal  protection  and  assistance  of  government  have  hereto- 
fore been  freely  used  to  increase  the  profits  of  capital,  the  appeal 
closes  as  follows : 

As  humane  men  and  women  we  entreat  yon  to  listen  to  the  cry  of  labor  for 
work  and  bread.  As  patriotic  citizens  we  proclaim  that  those  who  control  the 
industries  and  the  finance  of  the  United  States  are  responsible  for  the  employ- 
ment and  non- employment  of  labor,  and  we  demand  of  them  immediate  relief 
for  the  victims  of  a system  inherited  from  the  ages  of  wrong  with  which  the 
poor  have  been  oppressed. 

Samuel  Gompebs,  Chris.  Evans,  Andrew  J.  Smith, 

Thos.  C.  Walsh,  Henry  Weismann,  Jos.  Barondess, 

Henry  White. 

I have  quoted  thus  freely  from  this  memorable  and  important 
document,  because  in  it  is  made,  from  authoritative  and  authentic 
sources,  what  is  at  once  a confession  and  declaration  that  never,  be- 
fore, to  my  knowledge,  has  been  made  in  the  United  States  by  what 
is  vaguely  and  broadly  denominated  “ organized  labor.” 

In  the  language  contained  in  this  appeal,  is  an  explicit  assertion 
that  the  ultimate  end  and  aim  of  organized  labor  is  State  Socialism. 

Please  note  how  carefully  the  premiss  is  laid  and  the  argument 
built  thereon.  First  there  is  the  assertion  that  the  gradual  increase 
in  the  (aggregate)  wages  of  (aggregated)  labor,  is  the  only  means 
whereby  “the  wage  system  of  labor  can  be  succeeded  by  a better” 
Next ; that  such  increase  in  labor’s  wages,  must  necessarily  reduce 
the  profits  of  labor’s  exploiters.  Next;  a constant  and  continual 
increase  in  the  (aggregate)  wages  of  (aggregated)  labor,  must  gradu- 
ally freeze  out,  or  eliminate  the  capitalistic  exploiters  of  labor,  leav- 
ing labor  in  possession  of  the  entire  value  of  the  total  product  of  its 
toil,  and  leaving  machinery  and  the  tools  of  production  with  noth- 
ing but  a sinking  fund  for  repairs,  and  final  replacement.  This  is 
exactly  the  full  measure  of  the  demands  of  State  Socialism.  Then 
the  assertion  is  made  that  the  gradual  shortening  of  the  hours  of 
labor,  without  any  decrease  in  the  individual  laborer’s  wages,  in- 
creases the  wages  of  (aggregated)  labor,  but  does  not  increase  the 
cost  of  production;  because  what  is  gained  by  labor  is  not  added  to 
cost,  but  is  simply  taken  from  capital.  Finally;  that  upon  this 
measure  and  in  this  direction  should  the  “full  power  of  the  labor 
movement  be  directed ! ” 

In  the  beginning,  however,  is  an  assertion  that  the  “ organization 
of  wage-workers  in  trade  unions  is  the  surest  guarantee  of  a peace- 
ful solution  of  the  world-wide  problem,  4 How  to  abolish  pov- 
erty ! ’”  To  this  assertion  I must  here,  and  now  enter  a respectful 
and  firm,  though  qualified  denial.  My  denial  is  limited  by  the 
qualification  that  as  palliatives  and  makeshifts,  trade  unions,  and 
the  compact  federation  of  such  unions,  are  the  nest  expedients  yet 
formulated,  but  that  they  never  have  and  never  will  afford  & peaceful 
or  final  solution  of  the  labor  problem.  All  victories  won  by  organ- 
ized labor,  have  been  won  through  warfare,  in  fiercely  fought  out 
battles  and  at  a terrible  cost  to  labor.  Trade  unions  may  hold  the 
outlying  trenches,  the  battlefield  and  the  forts  behind  and  may,  as 
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in  the  past,  win  a fair  proportion  of  the  battles  in  which  they  may 
engage ; but  never  until  each  union  becomes  a school  of  political 
economy,  in  which  the  members  are  taught  the  proper  use  of  the 
God  given  gift,  the  American  ballot , will  organized  labor  win  a 
“peaceful”  and  lasting  victory  over  organized  capital.  Organised 
labor's  salvation  lies  in  the  direction  of  united  action  at  the  ballot-box, 

I should  substitute  for  the  language  of  Mr.  Gompers  and  his  asso- 
ciates, the  following  sentence:  “The  surest  guarantee  of  victories 
to  labor  s forces,  in  the  relentless  warfare  ever  being  waged  betweea 
labor  and  its  capitalistic  exploiters,  is  the  organization  of  all  wage- 
workers into  trade  unions  and  the  amalgamation  of  all  such  unions 
into  a compact  federation,  having  as  its  watchword,  ‘ An  injury  to 
one  is  the  concern  of  all ! But  this  is  war,  not  peace. 

Note  also  the  remedy  proposed:  That  the  nation,  states  and  mu- 
nicipalities, “ provide  ways  and  means  for  the  commencement  and 
continuance  of  public  works,  and  the  employment  of  the  now  un- 
employed directly  and  not  by  contract.”  If  that  is  not  State  Social- 
ism, what  is  it?  But  be  it  socialism,  or  be  it  not,  it  is  no  more,  or 
less  than  the  party  of  the  people,  tne  People's  party,  directly  de- 
mands in  its  state  platforms. 

Take  for  instance,  the  Massachusetts  state  platform  of  the  People's 
party,  adopted  September  6,  1893.  I quote : 

We  protest  against  the  contract  system  practiced  by  municipalities  in  em- 
ploying labor.  Municipal  employment  should  be  direct  and  responsible.  We 
demand  that  all  public  employes,  national,  state  and  municipal,  be  brought  un- 
der a classified  civil  service  with  admissions  and  promotions  for  merit  only, 
and  dismissals  f • r cause  after  hearing. 

We  condemn  the  present  management  of  industry  because  it  falls  to  provide 
work  for  multitudes  of  wUling  hands,  while  at  the  same  time  overworking 
those  who  are  employed.  We  therefore  favor  the  reduction  of  the  time  of  labor 
to  an  eight  hour  day,  which  will  tend  both  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  the  work- 
ers and  to  increase  the  number  of  those  finding  employment. 

We  call  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  unemployed,  which,  under  press- 
ure of  business  depression,  is  assuming  the  proportion  of  a great  national 
tragedy.  We  declare  it  to  be  the  proper  and  pressing  duty  of  the  state  and 
municipalities  to  come  to  their  aid,  not  by  charity,  nor  by  untimely  and  waste- 
ful public  works,  but  by  organizing  their  labor  according  to  their  several 
trades  and  abilities,  so  that  they  may  be  able  on  a co-operative  plan  to  supply 
one  another's  need.  As  the  first  practical  step  to  this  end  we  urge  an  immedi- 
ate census  and  registration  of  the  unemployed.  We  are  in  favor  of  adding  to 
our  bureau  of  labor  statistics,  employment  agencies  and  bureaus  of  informa- 
tion, affiliated  with  similar  institutions  in  other  states  and  centralized  in  the 
department  of  labor  at  Washington.  In  the  selection  of  officers  and  engage- 
ments of  employes,  women  should  be  given  full  proportion  of  positions. 

We  demand  that  convicts  be  employed  exclusively  upon  such  articles  as  can 
be  used  in  our  penal  and  charitable  institutions,  any  surplus  thereof  to  be  dis- 
tributed so  as  not  to  compete  with  tree  labor. 

Now  note  the  difference  in  the  two  processes.  The  one  is  part  law 
and  part  war,  the  legal  part  the  result  of  petition  to  unfriendly  law 
givers.  The  other  would  be  all  law,  enacted  by  friendly  law  makers, 
elected  from  the  ranks  of  interested  labor,  in  the  one  caee,  labor 
huajbly  petitions  the  legal  authorities  to  remove  the  obstacle  of  un- 
employed labor,  so  that  employed  labor  may  fight  it  out  with  its  ex- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LOCOMOTIVE  FIBEMEN’8  MAGAZINE. 


1081 


ploiters.  In  the  other  case,  it  is  proposed  that  labor  shall  elect  its 
own  law  makers  and  remove  the  obstacle  of  unemployed  labor,  by 
making  the  demand  of  organized  labor  the  Law , giving  work  to  un- 
emplo}  ed  labor  and  leaving  no  fighting  to  do. 

Query : Will  Mr.  Gompers  and  his  associates  vote , or  do  they  pre- 
fer to  fight?  We  shall  see. 

But  this  is  a digression,  and  of  such  length  as  to  almost  preclude 
my  saying  all  I had  to  say. 

The  standing,  visible  menace  to  organized  labor  and  the  chief  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  its  onward  march  to  ultimate  victory  is  the  vast 
army  of  the  unemployed  and  the  rapid  and  steady  increase  in  the 
ratio  of  its  numbers  to  labor’s  total  force.  But  unemployed  labor  is 
an  effect  and  not  a cause  and  the  same  underlying  causes  which  re- 
cruit the  ranks  of  the  unemployed,  deplete  the  ranks  of  labor’s  ex- 
ploiters and  is  responsible  for  the  evolution  of  the  manufacturing 
trust.  The  underlying  causes  are  machinery  and  competition,  or 
more  strictly  speaking,  the  cheapening  of  the  cost  of  production,  by 
reason  of  improvement  in  machinery,  under  a competitive  sy  stem 
of  industry,  or  exploitation  of  labor.  It  is  a commonly  accepted 
idea  that  the  benefits  accruing  from  the  cheapening  of  the  cost  of 
production,  by  reason  of  improved  machinery,  inures  to  the  benefit 
of  the  owners  of  the  machinery  or  manufacturing  plants.  This  I 
apprehend  is  a mistake,  the  truth  being  that  the  benefit  accrues  to 
the  consumer.  This  would  appear  to  lie  proven  by  the  fact  that  a 
day’s  wages  has  steadily  increased  and  is  steadily  increasing  in  pur- 
chasing power,  showing  that  price  as  well  as  cost  of  manufactured 
goods  is  decreasing. 

The  mill  of  competition  has  two  hoppers,  into  one  of  which  is  fed 
labor  and  into  the  other  of  which  goes  the  small  and  insignificant 
exploiters  of  labor.  They  both  come  out  ground  “ exceeding  fine.” 
The  constantly  cheapening  process  which  production  is  undergoing, 
throws  labor  out  of  employment,  on  the  one  hand  while,  on  the 
other,  it  squeezes,  or  freezes  out  of  the  game,  all  but  those  having 
the  requisite  capital  to  acquire  the  improved  machinery.  Then,  as 
a penniless  man  cannot  buy  goods  and  an  unemployed  man  is,  as  a 
rule,  penniless,  underconsumption  brings  about  a lack  of  demand 
and  the  competitive  effort  to  sell  reduces  prices  and  also  causes  what 
is  called  overproduct  on,  but  which  is  really  underconsumption,  for 
lack  of  work  to  obtain  money  with  which  to  buy.  The  financially 
strong  withstand  the  pressure,  but  the  financially  weak  are  crowded 
to  the  wall  and  the  ex-manufacturer  becomes  a wage  worker  compe- 
ting for  work.  The  final  result  must  be  collossal  manufacturing 
trusts,  composed  of  a few  wea  thy  firms  in  each  line  of  manufac- 
tures and  a handful  of  employed  laborers,  hemmed  in  by  the 
trusts  on  one  hand  and  a va^t  army  of  unemployed  on  the  other, 
receiving  a ‘‘bare  subsistence”  only  as  the  result  of  constant,  inces- 
sant warfare.  There  is  no  remedy,  except  the  ownership  by  labor  of 
all  tools  and  machinery  of  production.  And  thus,  again,  we  arrive 
at  state  socialism  and  Mr.  Gompers  and  his  associate  petitioners  are 
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abundantly  justified.  But  state  socialism  will  never  be  gained  bv 
industrial  war.  It  can  only  be  reached  by  law , and  law  is  the  result 
of  the  use  of  the  ballot. 

If  the  toilers  of  the  nation,  who  if  they  are  not,  at  least  should 
be  “ The  People ,”  would  discharge  from  public  service  the  lawyers, 
bankers  and  other  parasites  who  now  make  our  laws,  and  elect  from 
their  own  ranks,  men  to  the  legislatures  and  to  Congress,  they  could 
appropriate  their  own  money  (labor  pays  all  taxes)  and  buy  ma- 
chinery and  tools  and  erect  manufacturing  plants.  They  could 
then. inaugurate  a legal  eight,  seven,  six,  five,  or  four  hours  day  of 
labor,  the  limitation  being  the  time  required  for  the  aggregated 
number  of  toilers  in  any  line  of  industry  to  produce  sufficient  wares 
to  fill  the  demand.  Then  they  could  proceed  to  inaugurate  a sys- 
tem of  “ free  coinage  ” of  labor’s  products,  by  affixing  a uniform 
price  upon  such  commodities,  such  price  being  equal  to  “fair  wages” 
to  the  laborers  employed  and  a sinking  fund  for  repairs,  replace- 
ment, etc.  This  would  be  “peaceful”  and  legal  state  socialism. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  in  spite  of  the  millions  of  unemployed  and 
desperate  men,  who  are  willing  to  work  any  number  oi  hours,  for 
any  kind  of  wages,  Mr.  Gompers  and  his  associates  should  succeed 
in  rendering  it  impossible  for  capitalistic  employers  to  longer  ex- 

Sloit  labor,  except  at  a loss,  such  employers  would  simply  close 
own  their  factories  and  throw  Mr.  Gompers  and  his  followers  out 
of  employment.  Out  of  work  and  without  money,  they  must  then, 
in  defiance  of  law  and  peace,  appropriate  by  force  the  manufactur- 
ing plants,  machinery  and  tools  ana  proceed  to  use  them  for  their 
own  benent.  Thus  would  the  goal  of  state  socialism  be  reached  by 
revolutionary  confiscation.  Mr.  Gompers’  plan  will  never  win. 


MARGUERITE. 

A Historical  and  Philosophical  Romance . 


BY  MARIE  LOUISE. 


CHAPTER  IX.— A Page. 

The  window  blinds  of  the  right  wing  of  the  Chateau  de  Vercheree 
were  all  closed.  From  the  outside^  that  portion  of  the  chateau 
seemed  gloomy  and  tenantless.  Inside  the  building  a most  oppres- 
sive silence  reigned.  To  obviate  the  creaking  of  hinges  the  doors 
were  all  thrown  open  and  remained  so.  Servants  went  noisleesly  to 
and  fro  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  only  whispering  a few  words 
to  each  other  as  they  passed  by. 

In  the  spacious  hall  on  the  top  of  the  first  stair,  a page  wearing  a 
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blue  uniform  of  home-made  serge  ornamented  with  two  rows  of 
large,  glittering  brass  buttons,  sat  lonesomely  on  a solid  mahogany 
bencn. 

To  an  observer  there  was  something  striking  in  the  expression  of 
that  boy’s  face.  Submission  and  impudence,  courtesy  and  vulgar- 
ism, gentleness  and  brutalism,  were  written  on  his  brow  in  one  and  a 
single  line.  Ready  to  bow  before  authority,  prestige  or  wealth;  just 
as  ready,  if  not  more  so,  to  strike  a blow  or  thrust  an  insult  at  pov- 
erty ana  weakness,  the  boy  in  the  anti-chamber  was  a born  servant,  a 
mixture  of  a dog’s  submissiveness,  a monkey’s  malice,  and  a tiger’s 
cruelty. 

Now  and  then,  one  servant  or  another  came  out  of  the  rooms  and 
spoke  a few  minutes  with  him  in  an  undertone.  His  face  struggled 
to  appear  sorrowful,  but  a monkeyish  grin  speedily  drove  the  appar- 
ent look  of  sorrow  to  one  side  of  his  face  and  placed  itself  on  the 
other. 

A young  and  bright  chambermaid  approached  the  page  on  tip-toe 
and  whispered,  “ Rolland,  Madame  la  Comtesse  is  very  low.  I think 
she  is  dying.” 

“ Is  she?-  replied  the  boy  attempting  to  look  sad,  “ may  our  Sa- 
vior have  pity  on  her  soul  I But  Jane,  what  makes  you  weep  ?” 
“Ah I ” answered  the  girl,  “when  I think  of  losing  her  my  heart 
breaks — she  has  been  so  kind  to  me.” 

“Has  she?”  retorted  the  page,  sneeringly;  “how  much  a year 
did  she  pay  you  ? ” 

“ Oh,  Rolland  1 is  kindness  to  be  measured  with  money  ? She  has 
been  a mother  to  me.  I did  not  work  for  money.” 

“She  has  been,  yes ; but  what  is  the  good  of  what  she  has  been  ? 
She  is  done  for  now ; let  her  die  in  peace.” 

“ Rolland,”  said  the  girl,  raising  her  voice,  “ you  have  no  soul!  ” 

“ No,”  retorted  the  page,  with  a sneer,  “ I have  no  soul  for  those 
who  are  useless  to  me.  I am  not  such  a simpleton  as  you,  Madem- 
oiselle Jane ! ” 

At  that  moment  footsteps  were  heard  on  the  stairs,  the  girl  disap- 
peared within  the  dining  room,  and  the  page,  assuming  an  air  of 
dutiful  solemnity,  rose  to  receive  the  new  comer. 

“ Bon  jour,  Rolland,”  said  the  priest  as  he  reached  the  top  of  the 
stair. 

“Bon  jour,  Monsieur  le  Cur6,”  replied  the  boy.  “ Oh,  mon pire / 
the  Comtesse  is  dying ! My  God  I Can  nothing  be  done  to  save 
her  precious  life  ? ” 

“ Nothing  but  the  will  of  God  can  prevail,  my  child.  Let  us  sub- 
mit to  His  decrees.’ 

“ Father,”  continued  the  page,  joining  his  hands,  as  if  to  pray,  and 
lifting  his  eyes  to  heaven,  “ would  I could  die  to  serve  her.” 

“Angels  are  waiting  to  receive  her,  child ; do  not  weep.  She  will 
soon  be  by  the  side  of  our  Saviour.” 

“Oh,  father!  it  is  so  sad  to  lose  her!  ” 

“ It  is  only  for  a time,  my  boy ; we  shall  soon  see  her  again.” 
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“ Amen,”  said  the  page,  kneeling  down  to  pray,  and  crossing  him- 
self. “ My  God,  thy  will  be  done.” 

“ Amen,”  echoed  the  priest.  “Amen.  Pray  for  the  repose  of  her 
soul,  my  child.  I go  to  her  side  to  soothe  her  last  moments.” 


CHAPTER  X. — The  Comtesse  de  Vercheres. 

Madame  la  Comtesse  de  Vercheres  lay  in  her  bed  in  a state  of 
semi-consciousness.  Her  eyes  uplifted,  seemed  to  seek  in  vacancy  for 
some  object  on  which  to  rest.  She  was  in  that  state  of  transition 
from  life  to  death  in  which  religiously  inclined  persons  fancy  they 
hear  angels  sing,  and  see  the  gates  of  heaven  swinging  open  to  re- 
ceive them.  Who  can  define  the  sensations  of  a dying  person! 
None  have  gone  through  it  and  returned  to  tell  us  of  it  in  an  intelli- 
gible manner.  When  death  lays  its  cold  hand  on  man  it  freezes  his 
limbs  before  reaching  his  brains.  Whilst  the  body  seems  almost 
deprived  of  life,  the  eyes  retain  vitality  and  wander  about  in  search 
of  some  object.  The  Drain,  in  its  last  sparkle  of  animation,  reflects 
the  images  engraved  upon  it  during  life,  and,  to  the  vision  of  the 
dying,  they  unfold  like  a moving  panorama.  The  last  words  of  the 
dying  demonstrate  the  retrospective  action  taking  place  in  their 
minds. 

The  Comtesse  de  Vercheres  had  been  a gentle  and  amiable  woman. 
She  had  been  a zealous  devotee  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
had  blindly  believed  all  the  dogmas  of  that  religion.  Indeed,  it  had 
never  occurred  to  her  that  any  of  these  dogmas  might  be  questioned 
by  the  laity.  She  displayed  the  humility  and  timidity  so  much 
recommended  by  St.  Paul  to  woman.  Her  first  thought  on  rising 
from  her  bed,  and  her  last  before  retiring  for  the  night  was  to  kneel 
down  before  the  statue  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  and  the  Infant  Jesus. 
Beads  and  other  devotional  trinkets  were  to  be  found  in  every  recess 
of  her  apartments.  Her  library,  which  had  not  inc  reased  since  her 
childhood,  consisted  of  a “Mass  Book,”  an  “ Imitation  of  the  Life  of 
Jesus,”  a u Life  of  the  Saints,”  and  a hymn  book.  They  were  orderly 
placed  on  a velvet  covered  table  close  to  the  statue  of  the  Virgin. 

The  Comtesse  had  reared  two  children,  a daughter  and  a son,  and 
had  insisted  on  being  their  teacher  under  the  guidance  of  the  parish 
priest.  The  Comte  de  Vercheres,  seeing  the  indomitable  religious 
zeal  of  his  wife,  had  wisely  stood  aside  and  had  not  interfered  with 
her  fanaticism  and  her  maternal  pretensions. 

The  daughter  of  the  Comtesse,  Viscomtesse  Clara  de  Vercheres, 
had  grown  and  developed  under  the  tuition  of  her  pious  mother,  and 
early  in  life  showed  symptoms  of  asceticism.  Her  earnest  desire  was 
to  be  cloistered  in  a convent,  to  be  in  constant  touch  with  “Jesus 
and  His  blessed  Mother.”  She  had  imbibed  all  her  mother’s  bigotry 
but  none  of  her  lovable,  gentle  traits.  She  was  void  of  sympathy, 
loved  nothing  but  the  Church,  and  hated  with  fury  all  persons  and 
things  adverse  to  the  interests  of  her  religion. 
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The  son  of  the  Comtesse,  Viscomte  Gustave  de  Vercheres,  devel- 
oped tastes  for  a fast  and  inconsiderate  life.  He  was  fond  of  sports, 
delighted  in  hunting  and  in  the  chase  after  women.  He  attended 
mass  regularly,  confessed  and  received  the  holy  communion  often 
enough  to  keep  him  in  good  Christiah  condition.  To  all  appear- 
ances he  was  the  opposite  of  his  sister;  but,  in  fact,  he  was  her  coun- 
terpart. The  difference  of  sex  and  conditions  attending  on  the  dif- 
ference of  sex  were  alone  responsible  for  the  apparent  dissimilarity. 

The  Viscomte  de  Vercheres  and  his  sister  sat  by  the  bedside  of 
their  dying  mother.  The  young  woman  had  passed  her  twenty  fifth 
and  the  young  man  his  twenty-second  birthday.  Both  were  tall, 
with  a handsome  plwsique  (as  is  the  case  with  the  majority  of  men 
and  women  on  the  Jura  mountains),  but  their  features  lacked  refine- 
ment and  their  face,  expression.  The  only  light  flickering  in  their 
eyes  was  one  of  cunning.  In  living  organism,  cunning  increases  in 
inverse  ratio  to  intelligence. 

The  Viscomte  de  Vercheres  eat  grief-stricken.  In  his  every  day 
needs  he  sadlv  felt  the  absence  of  his  mother’s  tender  care.  The 
Viscomteese  Clara  sat  on  the  other  side  of  the  bed.  Calm  and  rigid, 
like  a marble  statute,  she  mumbled  the  prayers  for  the  dying. 

At  the  arrival  of  the  priest  the  Viscomte  and  his  sister  rose  and 
bowed  reverently.  Slowly  advancing  toward  the  sick  bed,  the  Abb6 
sat  by  the  pillow  in  order  to  speak  close  to  the  dying  woman’s  ear. 

“ How  do  you  feel  to-day,  my  child  ?”  he  asked  the  Comtesse. 

“Is  it  you,- father?”  she  answered  in  a faint  voice.  “Oh,  why  did 
you  not  come  sooner  to  give  me  the  absolution  and  communion? 
The  angels  are  all  waiting  for  you  to  absolve  me  of  my  sins  in  order 
to  drape  me  in  my  white  gown  and  carry  me  into  heaven  to  the  side 
of  the  blessed  Virgin.” 

“I  have  already  absolved  you  of  your  sins,  my  child;  but  to-day 
I will  give  you  the  extreme  unction  and  prepare  you  to  appear  before 
our  good  God.” 

“ Father,”  said  the  dying  woman,  “ give  me  my  white  gown ; this 
I have  on  is  black — black / Oh,  take  it  off,  take  it  off / or  Satan  will 
carry  me  away.” 

“Emilie,”  gently  whispered  the  priest  in  her  ear. 

The  Comptesse  turned  her  face  in  the  direction  of  the  voice  that 
had  so  emphatically  pronounced  her  name,  and  said  in  a clear  artic- 
ulation, “ Who  are  you?” 

“I  am  your  friend,  the  Abb6  Bertrand.  Speak  to  me,  Emilie; 
speak  about  vour  family.  You  are  not  going  to  die  yet.  Rally  your 
thoughts  and  realize  that  you  are  in  the  Chateau  de  Vercheres.” 

“Yes,”  replied  the  Comtesse,  “I  am  in  my  castle  and  near  you, 
Abb6  Bertrand.  I have  been  dreaming.  Now  lam  awake.  Where 
are  my  children?” 

“Your  children  are  by  your  side,  and  your  husband  will  soon  ar- 
rive.” 

“Oh  I do  not  let  him  approach,  father;  keep  him  away.  He  is  an 
infidel,  a heretic.  His  presence  would  contaminate  my  soul  and  God 
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would  cast  me  away.  I have  lived  with  the  Comte  because  you  told 
me  it  was  my  duty,  as  a good  Catholic,  to  be  submissive  to  my  wed- 
ded husband,  but  while  I submitted  in  silence  hate  for  him  slowly 
crept  into  my  soul.  I detest  him  for  his  unbelief.  How  could  I 
love  one  whom  God  has  cursfed?  Unbelievers  go  straight  to  hell — 
purgatory,  even,  is  denied  to  them.” 

“No,  Emilie : you  are  mistaken.  Your  husband  is  not  an  unbe- 
liever. Shall  I call  him  to  your  side?” 

“No,  father;  no!”  cried  the  woman  raising  her  hands  as  if  to  re- 
pel a dreaded  object.  “Let  him  stay  away.  Yourself  and  my  chil- 
dren are  all  I need.  I have,  in  the  past,  entrusted  you  with  all  my 
thoughts  and  all  my  sins.  I need  you  as  long  as  I live,  but  I do  not 
need  him . You  are  my  confessor.  A woman’s  confessor  is  dearer  to 
her  than  all  else  in  the  world,  her  children  included,  for  he  represents 
God  on  earth.” 

“Emilie,”  said  the  Abb6,  taking  a consecrated  wafer  out  of  a small 
silver  box  he  carried  in  his  hand,  “ receive  the  holy  communion,  the 
body  of  Christ,  and  through  his  blood  you  shall  lie  purified  from  all 
your  sins.” 

The  Comtesse  opened  her  mouth.  The  priest  gently  placed  the 
wafer  on  her  tongue  and  said,  “ Do  not  let  your  teeth  touch  the  holy 
host,  swallow  it  at  once,  if  you  can.” 

The  sick  woman  did  as  she  was  bid,  as  long  years  of  practice  had 
enabled  her  to  do  easily,  and  the  host  slipped  down  her  throat  with- 
out coming  in  contact  with  her  teeth. 

Taking  a small  bottle  of  oil  out  of  his  pocket,  the  priest  uncorked 
it,  poured  a drop  of  the  oil  on  his  thumb  and  gently  annointed  the 
sick  woman’s  eyes  in  the  form  of  the  cross,  saying:  “By  this  holy 
unction  and  His  most  tender  mercy  may  the  Lord  pardon  thee  what- 
ever sins  thou  has  committed  by  thy  sight.  Amen.”  Then  he 
annointed  her  ears,  nose,  mouth,  hands  and  feet,  using  the  same 
prayer,  adapting  the  form  to  the  several  senses. 

Under  the  gentle  touch  of  the  Abb6  Bertrand,  the  Compteese  lay 
motionless.  Her  breathing  became  more  regular  and  lighter,  fainter 
and  fainter,  until  it  became  inaudible. 

The  solemn  religious  rite  over,  the  Visoomte  and  his  sister,  who 
were  kneeling  by  the  side  of  the  bed  in  absorbed  devotion,  rose  to 
give  their  mother  the  farewell  kiss.  The  daughter,  being  the  eldest, 
had  the  precedence.  Still  muttering  her  endless  prayers,  she  me- 
chanically, and  without  interrupting  her  dismal  recitation,  kised 
her  mother’s  forehead,  and  resumed  her  seat  by  the  side  of  the  bed. 

The  son  then  approached  his  mother,  stooped  and  touched  her 
pale  brow  with  his  lips.  But  suddenly  drawing  back  a few  steps  and 
pressing  his  temples  with  his  hands,  he  cried  with  a stifled  voic^ 
“Oh I my  God,  she  is  cold — she  is  dead  I My  mother  is  dead!  ” and 
with  a groan  he  fell  senseless  to  the  floor. 
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CHAPTER  XL — A Conference. 

On  the  day  following  the  death  of  the  Comtesse  de  Vercheree,  our 
old  acquaintance,  Pierre  Chauvin,  mayor  of  the  village,  sat  in  his 
improvised  magisterial  office.  On  a desk  by  his  side  lay  an  open 
registration  book,  two  pens  and  a small  ink  bottle.  The  tri-color 
sash  of  mayorality  was  thrown  on  a table  handy  by  ready  for  use  in 
case  of  need.  On  the  wall,  just  above  the  desk  hung  a large  sized 
crucifix,  the  legal  emblem  of  Prance,  upon  which  the  Frencn  in  all 
judicial  matters,  are  required  to  swear.  Pierre  Chauvin’s  mood  ap- 
peared to  be  thoughtful.  Three  weeks  had  hardly  elapsed  since  he 
was  in  his  official  capacity  called  upon  to  register  the  birth  of  an 
infant  girl.  Now  he  sat  again  to  record  another  registration,  this 
time  a death,  the  death  of  the  first  titled  lady  of  the  parish. 

In  a small  village,  two  such  occurrences  m so  short  a time  were 
more  than  sufficient  to  excite  all  the  gossiping  verbosity  of  the  vil- 
lagers. These,  accordingly,  had  all  gathered  in  front  of  Mayor  Chau- 
vin’s cottage  to  catch  a glimpse  of  the  Comte  de  Vercheres,  or  of  his 
son.  as  they  entered  the  municipal  room. 

The  official  doctor,  whose  duty  it  is  to  ascertain  the  death  of  a per- 
son and  certify  that  nothing  suspicious  was  connected  with  it,  “the 
doctor  of  the  dead,” — le  medecin  des  marts , the  French  call  him — was 
among  the  crowd  outside  waiting  for  official  orders  to  go  to  the  Cas- 
tle of  Vercheres. 

“ Monsieur  le  docteur,”  said  a woman,  “ to-day  you  have  a high  and 
honorable  duty  to  perform.  To  examine  a woman  of  the  nobility  is 
an  enviable  task?  is  it  not?” 

“It  would  be  if  she  were  alive,”  the  doctor  replied,  with  a roguish 
smile;  “but  she  is  dead.  A corpse  has  no  attraction  for  me.” 

“Corpse  though  she  be,”  remarked  another  woman;  “to  do  her 
homage,  the  church  will  be  draped  and  decorated,  a high  mass  will 
be  saia ; deacons  and  sub-deacons  will  officiate,  and  all  the  pomp  of 
the  church  will  be  displayed.  Were  I to  die  my  funeral  would  be 
without  much  ceremony  and  no  display.” 

“ Never  mind  the  ceremony,”  said  another,  “ in  the  grave  we  are 
all  equal.” 

“In  the  grave^  you  say,  Suzette?”  interposed  a man,  “we  are  all 
equal  even  m life.  Since  the  time  of  the  great  Revolution  of  1789 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  nobility  are  destroyed.  We  do  not 
pay  tithes  any  longer. 

“Oh,  do  not  mention  that  horrible  revolution,  Bastien,”  cried  the 
woman  Suzette.  “Don’t  you  know  how  the  churches  were  then  des- 
ecrated by  furious  infidels,  and  our  good  priests  massacred  by  blood- 
thirsty heretics?  God  has  cursed  us  ever  since.  The  Cur6  of  Cernan 
said  the  other  Sunday  that  the  wrath  of  God  will  never  be  appeased 
until  our  Christian  and  rightful  king,  Henry  the  Fifth,  is  sitting  on 
the  throne  of  France.  From  the  time  of  that  dreadful  revolution, 
wars,  pestilence,  famine,  disease  on  vine  trees,  on  potatoes  and  on 
nearly  all  vegetables ; caterpillars  and  grasshoppers  have,  year  after 
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year,  devastated  our  land.  The  Holy  Virgin  does  not  appear  to  ns 
any  more  as  she  used  to  do  under  our  Christian  kings  the  Bourbons, 
and  she  does  not  intercede  for  us  with  her  Son,  our  Saviour,  as  she 
did  previous  to  that  frightful  Revolution  of  1789.  The  Cur6  of  Cer- 
nan  told  us  that  the  end  of  the  world  is  not  far  off,  and  1 believe 
him.” 

“ What  are  you  talking  about,  Suzette?”  said  an  old  man  in  the 
crowd.  “The  Blessed  Virgin  appeared  to  us  in  1815,  when  the  Aus- 
trians were  invading  these  borders.  She  changed  every  vine  tree  into 
a French  soldier,  and  the  Austrians,  seeing  Such  an  immense  army 
waiting  for  them,  ran  away  as  fast  as  they  could  and  France  was  de- 
livered from  the  Austrian  invasion.  You  are  too  young,  Suzette,  to 
have  seen  that  miracle  as  I saw  it  with  my  own  eyes,  and  can  swear 
to  it.” 

“Yes,  this  is  true,”  echoed  several  of  the  assembled  men  and 
women,  “ my  father  saw  the  miracle,  and  my  mother,  too.” 

“Well,”  retorted  Suzette,  “it  does  not  prevent  what  I said  about 
the  revolution  from  being  true.  God  is  angry  with  us  for  permitting 
such  men  as  Robespierre  and  Marat  to  murder  our  Christian  king, 
queen  and  royal  family.  The  Cur6  de  Cernan  said  that  the  ground 
on  which  these  savage  revolutionists  trod  ought  to  be  bias  ed  out  of 
this  earth.  I wish  it  were,  for  it  is  a frightful  thing  to  see  our  crops 
of  potatoes,  grapes,  cabbages,  currants,  wheat  and  corn  eaten  by  in- 
sects sent  by  God  to  punish  us  for  the  sins  of  those  rascals.” 

“Suzette,”  said  a aecrepit  old  woman  sitting  on  the  stone  bench 
of  Mayor  Chauvin’s  cottage  and  leaning  on  a crutch,  “you  speak  like 
a man.  Where  did  you  learn  all  these  things?  Ton  my  word,  I 
never  heard  so  much  of  politics  in  all  my  life  as  I have  just  heard 
from  you.  You  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourself  to  degrade  your 
sex  in  that  manner.  I would  bet  anything  that  your  room  is  not 
swept*  your  stockings  are  not  darned,  and  that  your  husband’s  shirt 
has  no  outtons  on  it.  What  are  women  coming  to,  when  they  pre- 
tend to  discuss  politics?” 

“That’s  true,  that’s  true ! ” echoed  the  assemblage. 

“What  does  a woman  know  about  such  affairs?”  continued  a 
young  lad.  “The  Cur6  of  Cernan  ought  to  keep  these  remarks  to 
himself,  or  wait  till  no  women  are  near  to  speak  of  such  things.  Our 
own  Cur6,  the  Abb6  Bertrand,  never  preaches  about  that  or  any  other 
revolution.  He  knows  full  well  that  women  have  not  brain  enough 
to  understand  things  which  God  intended  should  be  understood  by 
men  only.” 

Suzette  blushed  and  said:  “I* know  much  of  these  things  by 
hearing  my  husband  and  Jean  Morin  speak  together  in  our  house. 
They  make  me  tremble.” 

“I  tell  you  what,  Suzette,”  put  in  the  municipal  doctor,  “when 
they  talk  together  put  your  hands  to  your  ears.  Also  put  some  water 
in  your  mouth  and  keep  it  there  for  two  hours  after  the  two  men 
have  parted.” 

“ Bravo ! ” shouted  the  crowd.  “ Doctor  you  have  a remedy  for  all 
diseases. 
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“ Here  is  the  Compte  de  Vercheres  coming  with  his  son,”  said  sev- 
eral voices. 

“ The  Viscomte  is  very  pale,”  said  a girl  of  about  twelve.  “He 
appears  to  be  suffering.  Poor  young  fellow,  how  I pity  him!  His 
face  is  so  gentle  and  sweet.” 

“Hello!  Tilly,”  said  a woman  by  her  side.  “ You  seem  to  admire 
the  Viscomte  very  much.  A young  girl  should  have  more  modesty 
and  not  stare  at  men’s  faces  as  you  do.  You  begin  rather  young, 
Mademoiselle  Tilly.  It  is  a bad  omen,  I can  tell  you.” 

“ Oh ! ” whispered  in  her  ear,  a woman  close  by.  “ What  can  you 
expect  of  a daughter  of  Madame  Ferrier?  The  mother  can  give  her 
no  good  example,  for  she  has  not  much  modesty  herself.  Don’t  you 
hear  her  talk  to  .men  as  if  she  was  one  of  them,  about  such  queer 
things,  too.  I believe  that  men  are  afraid  of  her,  for  they  look  at  her 
so  strangely.” 

“We  are  in  a bad  time,”  replied  her  companion.  “I  don't  know 
what  is  becoming  of  women.  As  for  men,  thev  all  seem  to  be  going 
distracted.  Something  wrong  is  going  on.  They  read  the  papers 
every  day  at  the  blacksmith’s,  and  they  act  as  if  they  were  excited. 
They  talk  about  war — civil  war,  they  say ; about  Paris  being  ready 
to  fight.” 

“Ala  garde  de  Dieu! ” (let  us  trust  in  God)  said  a third  female. 
“ Let  us  go  home  and  pray  the  Blessed  Virgin  to  intercede  for  us.” 

The  group  began  to  break  up.  The  woman  Suzette  was  weeping 
pitifully.  A man  who  just  happened  to  pass  by,  approached  her,  say- 
ing : u What  makes  you  cry  so,  Suzette  Ledoux  ?” 

“Oh!  Pierre  Bar  beau,”  she  sobbed,  “ the  end  of  the  world  is  com- 
ing, and  the  Cur6  of  Cernan  told  me  that  God  intends  to  destroy  us 
because  of  men  who  read  the  papers  to  others  and  talk  about  a rev- 
olution, as  Gaspard  does.” 

“ How  did  the  Cui6  of  Cernan  happen  to  know  what  your  husband 
says  and  does  ?” 

“When  I go  to  confession  he  asks  me,  and  threatens  to  refuse  me 
the  ‘ absolution  ’ if  I do  not  report  to  him  all  I see  and  hear.  I must 
leave  Gaspard,  or  his  sins  will  damn  me  as  well  as  himself.” 

“ Dry  your  tears,  Suzette,”  said  the  man.  “ Gaspard  is  a good  man, 
and  the  Cur6  Gaillard  is  deceiving  you.  What  makes  you  go  to 
Cernan  for  confession?  Have  we  not  in  Thesy,  a good  priest,  the 
Abb4  Bertrand?” 

“I  was  born  in  Cernan,  you  know,  Pierre,  and  the  Cur6  Gaillard 
has  always  been  my  confessor.” 

“ Suzette,”  replied  the  man,  pressing  her  hand  sympathetically, 
“distrust  any  one  who  dare  speak  ill  of  your  good  husband.” 


CHAPTER  XII. — The  Funeral. 

Madame  la  Comtesse  de  Vercheres  lay  in  a coffin  in  the  large  hall 
leading  to  her  own  apartments.  Four  lighted  tapers  and  a large  bowl 
filled  with  holy  water  with  a sprig  of  boxwood  in  it,  stood  on  a table 
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in  the  hall.  Branches  of  evergreen  had,  by  loving  hands  and  mourn- 
ing hearts,  been  strewn  here  and  there  over  the  coffin.  At  the  head 
sat  two  Catholic  nnns  engaged  in  silent  prayer.  A large  silver  cru- 
cifix on  their  bosoms  shone  saliently  over  the  black  alpaca  of  their 
costumes.  These  two  nuns  were  as  motionless  as  statues.  But  for 
the  regular  muttering  of  their  lips  and  the  sign  of  the  cross  which 
they  made  at  frequent  intervals,  no  one  would  have  thought  them 
to  be  living  beings.  The  fervor  of  piety  or  the  iron  monastic  discip- 
line, or  botn,  had  enabled  these  women  to  remain  hours  at  a time  in 
a state  of  perfect  immobility. 

The  Viscomte  and  his  sister  sat  at  the  foot  of  the  coffin  facing  the 
nuns.  Mademoiselle  de  Vercheres,  although  not  clad  in  monastic 
costume,  was  the  faithful  image  of  the  two  nuns  facing  her.  Since 
the  sickness  and  death  of  her  mother,  her  physical  energy  seemed 
to  have  become  paralyzed,  nothing  but  her  spirituality  was  active. 
She  no  longer  lived  on  earth,  but  dwelt  in  a dream-lana  beyond  the 
clouds.  To  her  bereaved  father  she  had  no  word  of  sympathy  to 
offer.  The  recital  of  the  prayer  for  the  dead  absorbed  her  whole 
being.  Her  condition  was  absolutely  morbid,  piety  had  made  her 
insane. 

Relatives  and  friends,  on  entering  the  hall,  took  up  the  sprig  of 
boxwood  and  sprinkled  holy  water  on  the  coffin,  knelt  down  by  the 
dead,  muttered  a prayer,  made  the  sign  of  the  cross  and  went  to  sit 
among  the  assembled  mourners. 

At  two  o’clock  the  two  nuns  rose  and,  passing  down  the  hall  on 
opposite  sides,  stopped  before  every  person  and  gave  their  silver  cru- 
cifix to  kiss.  The  coffin  was  then  lifted  by  four  men,  carried  down 
stairs,  placed  on  a litter,  hoisted  on  the  men’s  shoulders  and  the  fu- 
neral cortege  marched  toward  the  village  church.  Mourners  formed 
into  a procession  of  two  abreast,  the  Comte  de  Vercheres,  his  daughter 
and  his  son  walking  behind  the  coffin. 

While  the  procession  marched  on,  Madame  Ferrier  entered  the 
ranks  and  walked  alone,  the  cynosure  of  all  eyes,  but  she  seemed  to 
notice  no  one.  She  looked  sad,  and  tears  silently  coursed  down  her 
cheeks. 

The  church  reached,  the  coffin  was  placed  in  front  of  the  grand 
altar  and  a high  mass  was  sung.  All  the  paraphernalia  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  funeral  service  were  brought  into  requisition.  The 
organ  played  a dead  march  in  A minor,  replete  with  staccatos,  long 
notes  and  slurs.  The  musical  strain,  a true  onomatopoeia  of  human 
grief,  now  expressed  a sharp  spasmodic  pain,  anon,  a deep,  enduring 
pang  of  anguish. 

The  funeral  service  ended,  the  bearers  again  lifted  the  coffin  and 
carried  it  to  the  burying  ground  outside  of  the  church,  where  the 
Abb6  Bertrand  pronounced  last  farewell,  to  the  mortal  remains  of 
the  Comtesse  de  Vercheres : “ Dust  thou  art  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou 
return,”  he  said  as  he  threw  a shovelful  of  earth  on  the  coffin  within 
the  grave.  He  handed  the  shovel  to  the  Comte,  who  also  threw  earth 
on  the  coffin,  and  every  one  present  repeated  the  performance.  The 
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Abb6  Bertrand  then  raising  his  hands,  gave  the  assemblage  his  apos- 
tolic benediction,  and  re-entered  the  church.  The  mourners  slowly 
departed  from  the  burying  ground,  leaving  behind  the  Comte  de 
Vercheres,  his  daughter  and  his  son. 

“ Come,  children,”  said  the  father,  “let  us  go  home.  Clara,  you 
need  rest,  your  brain  is  weakened.  Have  fortitude,  my  child ; God 
is  good  ana  all- wise,  is  He  not  ? ” 

“Yes,  father,”  she  replied,  “God  is  all  in  all  for  the  believer,  but 
He  is  full  of  wrath  for  the  unbeliever.” 

The  Comte  glanced  at  his  daughter.  She  looked  him  full  in  the 
face  with  eyes  so  frigid,  so  devoid  of  feeling,  that  a shiver  ran  through 
his  frame.  With  a suppressed  sigh  he  said  to  his  son : 

“ Gustave,  rive  your  arm  to  your  sister,  she  is  not  strong.” 

“I  will,  father,”  replied  the  young  man,  passing  his  sister’s  hand 
under  his  arm.  “ Have  courage,  Clara,”  he  added,  “ mother  is  happy 
now.” 

The  shades  of  night,  made  sombre  by  a cloudy  sky  overhead,  were 
approaching.  A whizzing  March  wind,  slashed  rain  and  sleet  m the 
faces  of  the  mourning  group. 

“ This  is  fitting  weather  for  a funeral,”  thought  the  Comte.  “To- 
day I not  only  buried  the  Comtesse,  but  also  the  Comte  de  Vercheres, 
My  life  of  forbearence  and  silence  is  ended.  What  did  I gain  by 
submitting  to  the  whims  of  public  opinion  and  stifling  my  feelings 
and  my  convictions  during  twenty  years?  My  wife  scorned  me  at 
her  death-bed  and  my  daughter,  a few  moments  ago,  revealed  her 
hate  for  the  “ unbeliever  ” who  happens  to  be  her  father.  This  is  a 
just  reward  for  my  pusillanimity.  I deserve  it  all.  But  to-morrow 
morning  I will  rise  a new  man,  a free  being . Not  only  do  I remove 
the  yoke  of  servitude,  but  I will  break  it  into  pieces.  The  moans  of 
my  heart  are  but  a response  to  the  moans  of  thousands  of  men’s 
hearts.  I will  batter  on  all  the  corners  of  oppression,  spiritual  and 
material.  To-morrow  morning  will  greet  Arnold  Vercheres,  the 
Monseigneur  is  (dead. 

THE  END. 


WHAT  WE  WANT. 


We  are  the  hewers  and  delvers  who  toil  for  another’s  gain, 

The  common  clod,  and  the  rabble,  stunted  of  brow  and  brain. 

What  do  we  want,  the  gleaners,  of  the  harvest  we  have  reaped? 

What  do  we  want,  the  neuters,  of  the  honey  we  have  heaped? 

We  want  the  drones  to  be  driven  away  from  our  golden  hoard; 

We  want  to  share  in  the  harvest,  we  want  to  sit  at  the  board; 

We  want  what  sword  or  suffrage  has  never  yet  won  for  man — 

The  fruits  of  his  toil  God  promised  when  the  curse  of  toil  began. 

— James  Jeffrey  Roche. 
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THE  DEADLY  ANGLE  COCK. 


BY  WILFRED  P.  BORLAND. 


As  Dearly  perfect  as  is  the  automatic  air  brake,  there  is  one  little 
detail  of  its  construction  which,  if  not  improved  upon,  renders  it 
not  to  be  relied  upon  as  a safety  appliance  in  the  running  of  trains, 
and  that  is  the  present  crude  system  of  maintaining  connection  be- 
tween engine  and  train  when  brake  is  in  service,  by  means  of  the 
old  fashioued  angle  cock.  These  cocks  are  not  under  the  control  of 
the  engineer*  they  are  liable  to  be  turned  at  any  time  without  his 
knowledge,  tnus  shutting  off  the  air  from  a part  or  the  whole  of  his 
train  and  causing  failure  of  brakes  at  the  very  times  they  are  most 
needed,  placing  many  precious  lives  in  jeopardy.  A contributor  to 
a recent  issue  of  Loamotive  Engineering  calls  attention  to  the  extreme 
danger  of  running  fast  passenger  or  freight  trains  without  some  bet- 
ter appliance  than  the  angle  cock  for  maintaining  unbroken  connec- 
tion throughout  the  train  while  brake  is  in  service,  and,  as  if  to  echo 
his  warning,  came  the  terrible  rear  end  collision  at  Jackson,  Mich., 
on  October  12th,  wherein  thirteen  persons  were  killed  and  a score  of 
others  more  or  less  injured,  caused  by  the  angle  cock  between  engine 
and  train  being  turned,  thus  placing  the  train  beyond  the  contiol  of 
the  engineer  at  the  critical  moment.  How  the  angle  cock  became 
turned  so  as  to  shut  off  the  air  from  the  train  is  a mystery,  but  that 
it  was  so  turned  is  a fact  that  was  fully  developed  at  the  proceedings 
of  the  coroner’s  inquest  over  the  bodies  of  the  victims  of  the  acci- 
dent. Two  of  the  witnesses  before  the  coroner’s  iury  claim  to  ha^e 
seen  a man  riding  on  the  platform  of  the  blind  oaggage  car  behind 
the  engine  where  the  cock  was  found  turned,  just  before  the  collision 
occurred,  but  neither  the  engineer  nor  fireman  were  aware  of  a man 
being  there,  and  the  most  thorough  search  failed  to  discover  any  one 
answering  to  the  description  of  the  man  who  it  was  c' aimed  was 
there,  nor  did  any  others  besides  the  two  witnesses  mentioned  notice 
such  a man,  although  there  were  many  who  had  ample  opportunity 
to  do  so.  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  any  one  would  deliberately 
commit  so  despicable  an  act  as  that,  and  the  more  probable  theory 
is'that  the  cock  was  turned  inadvertently  by  some  person  stepping 
on  it  while  climbing  about  the  engine  when  train  was  standing  at  a 
station.  But,  however  it  came  about,  the  fact  remains  that  the  cock 
was  turned,  and  that  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  accident  which 
resulted  in  such  terrible  loss  of  life.  It  is  surely  within  the  invent- 
ive power  of  man  to  do  away  with  this  source  of  danger,  and  the 
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automatic  air  brake  will  not  be  a perfect  safety  appliance  until  it  is 
done  away  with.  What  is  wanted  is  some  sort  of  a device  which 
will  give  the  engineer  instanf  warning  whenever  one  of  these  cocks 
are  turned,  or;  better  still,  some  sort  of  a hose  coupling  which  will 
maintain  positive  connection  between  the  cars  whenever  it  is  cou- 
pled up,  thus  doing  away  with  the  necessity  for  a shut  off  cock  in 
train  pipe  altogether.  Some  inventive  genius  can  earn  dollars  for 
himself  by  inventing  some  simple  and  practical  device  that  will  in- 
sure absolute  and  unbroken  connection  of  air  throughout  the  train 
while  brake  is  in  use,  and  relegate  the  deadly  angle  cock  to  the  scrap 
heap. 


When  the  accidents  to  World’s  Fair  passengers  are  footed  up  it 
will  be  found  that  our  great  exhibition  has  been  responsible  for  a 
terrible  loss  of  life,  and  there  will  be  a feeling  in  some  minds  that 
the  fair  cost  a great  deal  more  than  it  come  to.  This  has  probably 
been  the  most  destructive  year,  as  regards  loss  of  life,  in  the  history 
of  American  railroads;  and  the  great  majority  of  such  loss  may  be 
directly  traced  to  the  immense  World  s Fair  travel.  Perhaps,  when 
the  returns  for  the  year  are  ail  in,  it  may  appear  that  the  percentage 
of  deaths  to  total  number  of  passengers  carried  is  no  greater  than 
that  of  other  years,  but  the  loss  itself  is  none  the  less  deplora- 
ble, and  one  of  the  saddest  features  of  a great  many  of  these  acci- 
dents, from  the  railway  employes'  point  of  view,  is  that  they  were 
the  result  of  gross  carelessness,  and  might  have  been  avoided  entire- 
ly by  the  exercise  of  even  ordinary  caution  on  the  part  of  certain 
employes.  In  one  instance,  a block  signal  operator  gives  a wrong 
signal,  causing  one  crowded  train  to  dash  into  another  standing  at  a 
station,  whereby  sixteen  persons  are  killed  and  seventeen  injured; 
in  another,  a dispatcher  fails  to  send  a meeting  order  and  brings  two 
crowded  trains  togther  at  full  speed  between  stations,  causing  twelve 
deaths  and  adding  twelve  others  to  the  list  of  injured ; io  another,  a 
brakeman  throws  a switch  right  in  the  face  of  a swiftly  approaching 
train,  hurrying  to  the  World’s  Fair  with  its  load  of  precious  human 
freight,  and  turns  it  full  on  to  a freight  train  standing  on  a siding; 
result:  twelve  killed  and  twenty  injured.  Again  an  engineer  re- 
ceives positive  and  explicit  orders  to  meet  a train  at  a certain  point, 
and  pulls  right  by  his  meeting  point,  without  ever  having  taken  the 
trouble  to  read  the  orders  in  his  possession,  on  the  supposition  that 
the  train  he  has  orders  to  meet  is  passed,  and  meets  head  on,  caus- 
ing the  most  horrible  death,  principally  by  cremation  from  burning 
coaches,  of  twenty-eight  persons  and  the  serious  injury  of  thirty 
others.  Here  is  a record  of  sixty-eight  human  lives  sacrificed,  not 
because  railroad  companies  failed  to  adopt  ordinary  precautions  to 
avert  disaster,  not  because  employes  were  overworked  so  as  to  ren- 
der them  incompetent  to  perform  their  duties,  not  from  a failure  of 
any  of  the  appliances  provided  for  the  safe  running  of  trains,  but 
solely  because  employes  failed  to  properly  appreciate  the  responsi- 
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bilitiee  resting  upon  them  and  lost  their  wits  just  at  the  time  when 
they  had  need  of  them  the  most.  How  far  this  list  might  be  extended, 
I do  not  know,  but,  as  it  is,  it  is  surely  heavy  enough  to  illustrate 
the  fearful  responsibilities  which  men  assume  in  entering  the  train 
service  of  railways,  and  which  demand  a class  of  men  who  cannot 
afford  to  forget  even  the  very  slightest  matter  of  detail,  nor  take  any- 
thing, however  unimportant  it  may  seem,  for  granted. 


COMPOUND  ENGINES— ENGINEERS  AND  FIREMEN. 


BY  THOMAS  PRAY,  JR. 


If  any  man  who  was  sane,  had  an  idea  that  he  could  get  at  the 
truth  as  to  anything  connected  with  the  management  or  mismanage- 
ment of  the  railroads  in  the  United  States,  he  may  read  some  of  the  so 
called  railroad  journals,  and  then  read  precisely  the  opposite  of  what 
they  say,  and  he  will  arrive  far  nearer  the  truth,  than  ne  ever  could 
or  would,  by  relying  at  all  on  what  is  printed.  This  may  be  consid- 
ered as  a stricture  by  some  of  the  faithful,  but  if  a man  has  had  any 
experience  with  the  facts,  he  will  at  once  recognize  the  force  of  the 
statement,  and  make  sure  of  his  premises  and  hence  of  his  results. 

The  National  Car  and  Locomotive  Builder  has  discovered  that  the 
engineers  of  the  United  States  are  not  capable  of  recognizing  the 
beauties  of  cutting  off  short  on  an  open  throttle,  and  hence  that  they 
are  “ wasting  fifteen  per  cent.”  The  editor  does  not  use  just  that 
language,  but  that  is  what  he  means,  his  statement  is  that  “ but  a 
small  proportion  of  the  engineers  are  disposed  to  give  heed  to  the 
great  economy  which  may  be  attained  by  this  method  of  running” 
referring  by  this  method  to  “ the  immense  advantage  of  running  with 
wide  open  throttle  and  short  cut  off.”  He  then  goes  on  to  say  that 
the  company’s  net  earnings  might  be  increased  by  a respectable 
figure,  if  engineers  were  only  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  follow- 
ing economical  methods,  running  with  wide  open  throttle  being  the 
“ chief  factor”  in  the  problem. 

The  matter  is  then  packed  up  by  a clipping  from  the  report  of  the 
“ Committee  on  Compound  Locomotives,”  to  the  Master  Mechanics’ 
Convention,  from  long  time  tests  on  the  C.,  M.  <fe  St.  P.  R.  R.  which  I 
copy  carefully.  “ It  is  shown  that  the  average  fuel  economy  of  the 
Compound  (run  by  two  different  engineers)  over  the  simple  locomo- 
tive lor  the  eleven  months  of  the  test  was  ten  and  seven-tenths  per 
cent.;  and  that  while  in  charge  oi  one  engineer  for  five  months  the 
economy  over  the  simple  engine  reached  seventeen  and  five-tenths 
per  cent,  and  while  in  charge  of  the  other  engineer,  for  six  months, 
the  economy  over  the  simple  engine  was  lowered  to  four  and  three- 
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tenths  per  cent.,  which  the  conditions  strongly  indicated  was  due  to 
inferior  management,  by  the  second  engineer.  We  have  known  of  a 
normal  economy  of  fifteen  per  cent,  due  a compound  locomotive  over 
a simple  engine  being  reduced  to  two  per  cent,  by  superior  manage- 
ment of  the  simple  engine.  If  there  is  a possible  economy  of  fifteen  per 
cent,  to  be  sained,  by  simply  having  engineers  perform  their  duties 
properly,  why  is  tnere  not  a general  and  determined  movement  made 
to  bring  about  an  improvement?  The  fact  is  that  a larger  fuel  econo- 
my than  fifteen  per  cent,  is  possible  on  most  railroads  by  perfecting 
the  methods  of  running  and  firing  locomotives.  Long  ana  short  cut 
ofis  constitute  but  a factor  in  the  problem,  although  the  chief.  There 
are  other  factors  of  almost  equal  importance,  such  as  regulating  the 
feed  water  and  firing.  There  is  a general  apathy  in  regard  to  the 
matter  and  it  is  hard  to  understand,  but  that,  nevertheless,  is  respon- 
sible for  waste  that  continuously  and  industriously  eats  into  the  net 
earnings  of  railroads.” 

Let  us  examine  this  series  of  statements,  as  to  its  motive,  its  reli- 
ability, remembering  all  the  time  that  the  journal  in  question  is  not 
a paper  that  has  any  great  interest  in  the  men  whom  it  so  deliberately 
slanders  by  intimation,  but  is  defending  the  managers,  and  in  an 
apologetic  way  to  the  stockholders,  who  are  usually  the  oneB  who  get 
nothing,  and  the  engineers  and  firemen  get  next  to  the  stockholders. 

In  the  first  place,  who  on  earth  can  tell  the  percentage  that  any  of 
the  compound  locomotives  do  save?  have  the  builders  in  any  one 
single  instance  tried  the  same  train  and  no  other,  at  the  same  speed, 
over  the  same  track,  in  the  same  direction,  with  different  engineers, 
with  the  same  locomotive  ? Not  much  I Then  they  say  that  a saving 
was  made,  and  as  stated,  it  is  a curious  fact.  Three  years  ago  a loco- 
motive builder  had  a test  not  over  five  or  six  hundred  miles  from 
Philadelphia,  and  the  “expert”  reported  that  a saving  was  made  of 
14.00008  per  cent.,  or  some  other  infinitesimal  decimal,  and  it  was 
heralded  over  this  country  that  such  was  the  fact,  orders  were  solicited, 
etc.  The  men  who  were  to  run  the  machine  sent  for  another  man 


who  had  some  knowledge  of  the  business,  and  he  went  over  the  ma- 
chine, tried  it  with  the  same  loaded  cars,  and  no  such  approximate 
bosh,  and  had  different  engineers  as  well  as  firemen,  and  different 
engines,  and  ran  repeatedly  over  the  same  mileage,  and  made  a final 
report  that  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  machines,  made  at  Altoona,  was 

i # ii  i '.I  i <i  • (if 


u)  i it  -m  ..to  j : a vi  i a tWMM  iTn  m a irm 


■V *7:1  ■ * 1 


KRI! 


tests,  than  the  “Compound”  did  or  could  do. 

And  upon  the  comparison  of  the  diagrams  it  was  discovered  that 
in  the  results  of  the  reported  test,  “ the  springs  used  in  the  first  test 
had  constant  errors  of  over  four  per  cent,  in  them”  and  “in  two  a 
seven  per  cent  error,”  so  that  if  the  result  was  assured,  it  was  without 
qualification  wrong.  These  newspaper  reports  of  performances  of 
engines  are  in  too  many  cases  garbled,  the  bad  is  marked  out  and  the 
good  is  magnified,  especially  if  some  interest  is  existing  in  the  matter, 
but  the  dear  public  is  not  m the  confidence  of  the  reporter.  Now 
when  it  comes  to  the  knowledge  of  the  railroad  man  that  he  has  only 
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to  order  his  engineer  to  throw  the  throttle  wide  open  and  keep  it  so, 
and  then  run  the  lever  into  the  short  cut  off  notch,  to  save  “fifteen 
per  cent,  of  all  the  coal  used  on  the  road,”  what  a cracking  of  old 
bones  there  will  be?  and  how  soon  the  stockholders  will  get  rich? 
Isn’t  it  curious  that  this  wonderful  compound  engine  was  so  efficient 
with  one  engineer  and  then  as  soon  as  the  inferior  engineer  got  her 
in  tow,  that  the  economy  ran  down  so  low?  “Normal  economy  ” 
what  is  it  ? Do  railroad  men  ask  for  normal  or  actual?  and  is  this 
economy  like  the  rest  of  the  argument,  based  on  a set  of  engineers 
and  firemen  who  are  used  to  “inferior  management,”  did  the  pur- 
chasing agent  turn  over  to  the  second  engineer  that  same  coal  that 
the  picked  engineer  had,  and  had  the  man  who  got  such  great  econ- 
omy any  inducement  to  get  an  extra  ton  or  two  of  coal  at  the  coal 
stand?  or  was  it  the  usual  “hit  or  miss”  at  the  coaling  stand,  was 
the  coal  weighed,  or  dumped  in  a rush  and  called  at  such  or  such  a 
mark?  There  isn’t  an  engineer  on  any  of  the  roads  of  importance 
who  is  such  a fool  as  not  to  know  that  at  some  coaling  stations,  he 
or  they,  can  easily  get  at  times  two  tons  for  one  and  a half,  and  vice 
versa,  tnere  is  no  mistake  on  this,  and  this  alone  in  the  case  referred 
to,  which  was  not  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  although  one  of  their 
make  of  machines  was  used,  turned  out  to  account  for  the  “economy” 
for  the  second  man  insisted  on  a pair  of  scales  and  used  them,  but 
newspaper  (?)  men  don’t  go  into  details,  they  haven’t  the  time,  but 
it  is  easy  to  slur  the  engineer  or  fireman  (poor  cuss)  they  can’t  strike 
back,  but  the  same  newspaper  fellow  will  toady  to  the  engineer  of  a 
new  machine  to  tell  some  wonderful  story,  but  in  a game  of  deoent 
treatment  the  boys  who  run  the  machine  are  peers  of  the  other  fel- 
low. “The  fact  is  that  a larger  fuel  economy  than  fifteen  per  cent, 
is  possible  on  most  railroads,  by  perfecting  the  methods  of  running 
ana  firing  locomotives.”  And  he  follows  by  the  statement  that  “long 
and  short  cut  offs  are  the  chief  ones.” 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  compound  locomotive  has  its  place  in 
the  economy  of  railroad  business,  but  it  has  come  to  a sudaen  and 
painful  standstill  in  the  last  few  months,  from  a variety  of  causes, 
and  it  is  a pleasure  that  we  can  say  for  a fact  that  the  incapacity  oi 
the  engineer  and  fireman,  are  not  at  all  the  reasons  why.  That  is 
sure,  and  it  is  truth. 

The  writer  has  had  something  to  do  with  locomotives  and  with 
railroad  men  for  some  of  the  years  that  have  gone  by,  and  his  expe- 
rience is  that  while  there  is  not  the  slightest  regard  for  business 
management  in  some  quarters,  but  where  men  who  are  in  league 
with  the  largest  stockholders  allow  any  sort  of  a prostitution  of  the 
real  rights  of  the  minority  so  long  as  the  league  is  taken  care  of,  and 
he  could  point  to  a case  in  which  the  president  of  a railroad  put  his 
own  son  into  an  eight  thousand  dollar  position,  and  took  an  old 
officer  to  do  the  routine  work,  so  the  son  could  hold  the  place.  His 
own  and  his  wife’s  relatives  are  numerously  and  invariably  in  office, 
all  drawing  salaries.  Two  lengths  of  rails  in  the  city  of  Chicago, 
owned  by  an  officer  of  a company  and  his  friends,  are  made  a source 
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of  income  of  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a year,  taken  from 
a company,  so  said  by  business  men.  And  in  another  case  a bridge 
diverts  traffic  180  miles  to  get  it  less  than  ten  miles,  but  the  bridge 
gets  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  a year  from  two  railroad  com- 
panies, and  the  stockholders  are  powerless.  Where  does  the  “infe- 
rior engineer”  come  in.  Can  he  steal  from  the  men  who  hire  and 
pay  him?  Why  don’t  some  of  the  managers  who  are  into  this  sort 
of  business  take  a hand  in  saving? — not  fifteen,  but  ninety  per  cent. 
Oh,  dear  no.  The  plunder  belongs  to  them  and  their  friends,  but 
they  can  reduce  the  pay  of  their  men  quicker  than  you  can  say 
“Jack  Robinson,”  ana  cry  hard  times,  and  take  their  best  men  off 
when  the  men  have  seen  some  of  the  deviltry  that  is  going  on,  and 
these  men  have  to  get  out  or  go  for  a few  months  on  a side  track  or 
some  branch,  and  a new  set  of  tramp  engineers  are  put  on,  and  then 
a smash,  or  ! ? I ? and  the  engineer  is  killed,  and  the  company 
hasten  to  frighten  the  friends  of  the  people  who  are  killed  into  set- 
tling for  a hundred  or  two  dollars,  and  than  they  flatter  themselves 
as  to  their  smartnees,  and  go  and  have  a champagne  supper  at  the 
expense  of  the  company!  This  is  railroading!  But  what  becomes 
of  the  engineer?  Go  out  on  the  track  and  find  him,  get  acquainted 
with  him,  hear  him  patiently,  and  then  get  at  his  side  of  the  story, 
and  you  will  find  a patient  fellow;  not  at  all  the  inferior  or  careless 
one,  so  easily  supposed  to  be  by  this  journalist,  the  case,  but  he  will 
tell  you  that  whatever  he  does  in  the  way  of  improvement  or  adjust- 
ment, or  in  perfecting  the  operation  of  the  machine,  for  the  time  he 
calls  his,  is  not  of  the  slightest  importance  to  the  manager  of  his 
division,  and  that  when  they  lay  on  or  take  on  men  his  record  for 
the  easiest  adjustment,  or  the  lowest  coal  or  repair  record  is  not  worth 
one  red  cent,  and  a tramp,  or  greaser,  lunkhead,  or  anything  else 
that  has  a standing  on  the  line,  as  engineer^  will  be  put  on  the  ma- 
chine he  has  put  in  so  many  extra  hours  on  in  putting  her  easy,  and 
to  work  better,  and  he  will  be  put  on  anything  that  has  wheels  and 
a smoke  box,  to  do  it  over  again.  But  so  far  as  any  commendation 
goes,  for  his  vain  attempt  to  serve  the  best  interest  of  the  company 
he  is  trying  to  work  for,  it  is  as  lacking  as  is  common  sense.  In  the 
innuendos  of  the  paragraph  I have  quoted  above,  this  is  not  a fancy 
sketch. 

The  difference  as  between  the  expecting  the  engineer  or  the  fire- 
man to  attend  to  the  interest  of  the  railroad  company,  when  as  a 
simple  matter  of  fact  they  are  not  in  the  least  recognized  when  the 
attempt  is  made  to  do  the  most  that  can  be  done,  is  only  a statement 
that  is  due  to  the  thousands  of  men  who  comprise  both  classes^  and 
the  sneering  of  a newspaper  artist  who,  like  one  of  our  political 
economists,  who  “knows  so  darned  much  that  ain’t  so,”  is  of  the 
least  account  to  those  who  do  know  the  facts,  as  they  exist. 

If  the  man  exists  who  has  the  ability  to  save  three  per  cent  of  the 
fuel  bill  of  any  of  the  great  railroads,  he  can  make  a thousand  dollars 
a week  easier  than  he  can  tell  that  he  is  sure  that  he  can  do  it,  or 
that  the  chance  exists  to  do  it,  for  there  is  not  one  manager  in  the 
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land  who  has  six  hundred  miles  of  road  that  wont  pay  him  a better 
salary  than  the  president  of  the  United  States  gets,  on  the  “fifteen 
per  cent,  racket.’^  But  it  has  not  been  done  as  yet,  and  with  all  the 
smoke  consumers,  patent  snorters,  and  other  devilments,  traps,  im- 
provements, and  contractions,  not  excluding  the  big  heads,  the  roads 
jog  along,  doing  business  at  the  old  stand,  and  on  the  same  brains, 
and  engineers  or  real  good  firemen  who  do  know  their  business  are 
not  so  numerous  as  to  glut  the  market,  and  the  newspaper  editore 
who  never  ran  anything  beyond  an  engine  with  two  handles  and  one 
wheel,  unless  when  they  had  a jag  on,  are  so  numerous  as  to  make 
railroad  men  tired,  and  frequently  so. 

It  is  easy  for  a coward  to  deal  a blow  and  run,  and  it  is  true  that 
while  there  are  so  many  thousand  men,  some  few  who  are  a disgrace 
to  the  great  body  of  respectable  and  respected  engineers,  as  well  as 
firemen,  it  is  not  true  that  as  a class  they  are  of  an  inferior  order,  or 
inferior  capacity,  nor  are  they  lacking  in  the  common  honesty  of 
such  men  as  are  entrusted  with  the  splendid  machines,  and  the  price- 
less lives  or  merchandise,  which  isa  part  of  the  every  day  work  they 
are  doing  and  required  to  do.  But  in  some  cases  each  month  they 
do  deeds,  in  a modest  way,  that  are  worthy  of  the  highest  commen- 
dation, yet  such  are  so  quietly  done  that  only  in  a routine  report  is 
the  mention  made,  and  it  is  equally  true  that  very  many  of  the  most 
radical  improvements  made  of  late  years  in  the  running  machinery 
of  the  railroads  have  been  the  invention  of  the  engineers  and  firemen, 
as  well  as  trainmen  in  their  respective  departments.  And  it  is 
equally  true  that  in  many  cases  such  inventions  have  been  deliber- 
ately pirated  by  the  patent  shark  or  the  railroad  association,  not  for 
the  benefit  or  advantage  of  the  man  who  suggested  it  or,  perhaps, 
put  it  into  operation,  and  in  other  cases,  the  inventor  has  quietly 
put  it  into  work,  and  slyly  patented  it,  and  when  it  was  proved  to 
be  of  advantage  to  all,  then  some  bully  would  undertake  to  drive 
the  man  into  licensing  the  company,  and  but  rarest  knowledge  is 
by  any  one,  tomy  knowledge,  in  which  the  inventor  has  been  treated 
honorably,  or  in  such  a way  as  would  have  been  to  the  benefit  of  all 
concerned,  by  the  railroad  company’s  officials,  unless  they  had  the 
lion’s  share  of  the  benefits. 

But,  the  day  is  soon  to  come  when  brains,  and  honest  ones,  are  to 
lead  in  the  race.  Such  men  as  Tom  Scott  and  others  of  his  kind 
“ from  the  ranks,”  dont  grow  on  bushes,  or  in  the  lolling  chair  of  the 
club,  and  the  public  are  Decoming  tired  of  running  water  in  the  pro- 

gortion  of  three  waters  to  one  reality  in  the  railroads  of  the  United 
tates,  and  the  London  market  has  of  late  shown  their  spirit  in  send- 
ing back  much  of  the  stuff  called  American  railroad  winds  for  the 
American  capitalists  to  keep  on  the  American  side  of  the  water  asan 
investment  I And  American  bankers  and  capitalists  are  also  getting 
very  tired  of  the  gang,  as  a game.  After  a while  it  will  work  out, 
and  then  ornamental  railroad  men  will  be  as  useless  as  some  other 
ornaments  in  the  line  of  practical  engineers,  and  such  are  now  so 
plenty.  
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The  great  gains  by  the  compound  has  caused  some  work  to  be 
done  of  late  in  new  lines,  but  it  has  been  done  by  the  men  who  have 
to  pay  for  the  machines,  and  to  pay  for  coal  to  run  them  and  to 
make  a dividend  from  what  is  left  after  paying  expenses,  and  these 
various  items  of  data  are  now  in  such  a shape  as  to  lead  to  some 
pretty  careful  looking  up  the  record  on  at  least  three  of  the  trunk 
roads,  and  the  work  is  to  oe  done  quietly  but  for  a period  of  at  least 
six  months  to  come  and  every  sort  of  data  that  is  of  the  least  account 
in  the  operation  of  a road  is  to  be  put  into  the  account,  and  it  will 
be  faithfully  and  thoroughly  done,  as  well  as  with  no  sort  of  preju- 
dice. 


One  of  the  roads  that  has  been  trying  compounds  has  lately  made 
the  discovery  that  in  a compound  engine^  if  the  low  pressure  cylin- 
der cuts  off  at  less  than  three  quarters,  it  is  of  no  use  in  reversing, 
unless  she  is  thrown  over  clear  by  and  then  caught  on  the  fly,  ana 
so  reversed  again.  Perhaps  some  of  the  steamsmp  men  will  make 
the  same  startling  discovery  in  time,  yet  the  talk  is  of  the  proportion 
of  cylinders  and  the  enormous  saving  in  coal. 

There  is  really  something  yet  to  be  learned  as  to  the  compound,  if 
only  the  advocates  will  begin  at  the  bottom  and  not  jump  dear  to 
the  top  at  the  first  start.  What  can  be  done  on  a screw  witn  a steam 
reverser  is  not  easy  to  do  on  a locomotive,  on  the  run,  but  where  the 
gain  is  when  the  proportions  are  not  possibly  observed,  is  a point  on 
which  some  of  their  owners  are  now  cogitating,  but  experience  is  a 
good  school,  if  sometimes  slightly  expensive. 

The  next  thing  on  the  boards  is  the  grand  superseding  by  elec- 
tricity of  all  the  steam  roads  in  this  country,  and  the  dude  engineers 
are  at  it  with  a vim  worthy  of  a better  cause,  and  one  road  is  now 
said  to  be  in  process  of  building.  Time  is  the  slow  but  sure  healer 
of  many  of  the  ills  of  life,  and  the  certain  demonstrator  of  the  lack 
of  adaptability  of  some  of  the  tremenjus  steps  in  the  march  of  im- 
provement, but  the  engineer  and  fireman  are  not  likely  all  to  starve 
to  death  by  the  patent  gang,  and  that  is  about  after  the  real  style  of 
the  great  electrical  fizzles,  so  numerous  in  the  list  of  failures  in  the 
year  1893. 

The  following  is  interesting,  for  it  is  from  an  authentic  source,  and 
from  a paper  printed  in  the  town  named : “ The  Edison  phonograph 
works,  at  Orange^  N.  J.,  are  entirely  closed.*  More  than  three  nund- 
red  men  were  discharged,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  more  machines 
will  be  manufactured  for  a long  time.  It  is  an  open  secret  that  Mr. 
Edison  is  much  disappointed  by  the  mechanical  as  well  as  the  finan- 
cial failure  of  the  phonograph.’’ 

And  yet  it  is  only  a few  months  ago  that  the  world  was  duly 
notified  that  all  the  shorthand  writers  and  amanuenses  were  to  get 
their  living  by  some  other  means.  The  phonograph  was  to  do  away 
with  all  the  reporters  and  the  rest  of  the  working  men  and  women. 
But,  somehow,  the  business  is  still  done  at  the  old  stand,  and  the 
phonograph  has  busted,  as  well  as  some  of  the  many  companies  who 
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were  to  make  millions  out  of  its  patent  monopoly.  Suthin  is  wrong, 
and  so  it  will  be  with  the  men  with  brains  and  muscle.  The  great 
discoveries  is  reallv  little  more  than  a patent  pirating  of  interests,  to 
the  detriment  of  tne  public,  and  like  all  dishonest  schemes,  it  will 
sooner  or  later  come  to  grief,  and  we  boys  who  have  had  a little 
schooling  in  the  school  of  practice  and  decency,  will  do  better  on 
the  whole  to  stick  to  our  bread  and  butter  on  the  old  lines  for  an- 
other year,  or  die  in  the  attempt. 

Noth.-— The  January  number  will  contain  the  history  of  Some  of  the  attempts  to  supplant 
the  steam,  and  a little  history  of  some  of  the  failures  in  the  same  line. — T.  Prat,  Jr. 


PRACTICAL  TALKS  TO  YOUNG  ENGINEERS. 


BY  L.  B.  MOORE. 

No.  7. 

[Concluded.] 

From  the  first  trip  that  a fireman  makes  until,  after  years  of  faithful 
service  he  passes  over  to  the  right  hand  side,  and  from  then,  as  a 
full  fledged  engineer,  until,  full  of  yearn  and  rheumatism — if  he  don’t 
get  discharged  before  that  time— he  retires  to  private  life,  uppermost 
m his  mind,  taking  precedence  of  everything  else,  is  an  incentive  to 
individual  advancement.  Whether  it  is  for  his  financial  benefit  or 
he  is  actuated  by  other  motives,  it  matters  not,  he  is  continually 
looking  to  better  conditions  of  service.  Some,  more  conscientious 
than  others,  expect  to  gain  promotion  by  meritorious  work : others — 
and  we  hope  they  are  m the  minority — care  nothing  for  the  means 
of  their  advancement  so  long  as  the  end  is  attained.  It  is  this  latter 
class  who  ate  the  greatest  enemies  of  seniority,  because  they  are  at 
all  times  required  to  give  an  equivalent  for  their  preferment.  Their 
motives  are  recognized  in  the.  mechanical  journals  and  periodicals  of 
the  day,  which  contain  strictures  against  the  rule,  reflecting  only  too 
clearly  their  own  selfish  propensities,  claiming  always  that  seniority 
is  an  obstacle  in  the  way  to  progress  and  intellectual  advancement ; 
that,  instead  of  enginemen  leading  or  keeping  abreast  of  the  spirit  of 
the  present  in  theory  and  practice  in  applied  mechanics,  they  are 
lagging  in  the  rear  from  the  fact  that  they  are  not  obligea  to  excel, 
their  future  being  assured  under  the  operation  of  the  seniority  role. 
In  considering  such  arguments  we  must  either  question  the  honesty 
of  their  propounders  or  condemn  their  ignorance.  This  is  the  gist 
of  the  rule  in  effect  on  nearly  all  American  railroads:  “That,  in  the 
matter  of  promotion,  merit  and  ability  being  equal,  seniority  shall 
govern.”  It  will  be  observed  that  promotion  is  conditional  on  the 
merit  and  efficiency  of  those  whom  it  affects,  therefore  providing 
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against  any  contingency  that  might  arise  to  prevent  advancement, 
and  only  those  who  labor  in  accord  with  its  spirit  can  expect  to 
merit  its  full  fruition.  The  rule  is  fair  in  every  respect;  no  consci- 
entious man  can  question  its  equity.  Between  the  lines  we  may 
read  the  language  of  a promissory  note:  “for  value  received”  ana 
“promise  to  pay.”  Those  who  are  oldest  in  the  service,  if  they  are 
up  to  the  standard,  are  manifestly  greater  factors  in  promoting  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  company  than  those  who  are  not,  and 
should  be  rewarded  with  the  best  positions  on  runs.  The  rank  and 
file  of  railroad  men  have  always  recognized  its  fairness ; it  has  been 
practiced  from  a time  long  before  the  rule  was  formulated,  the  rea- 
sons for  its  adoption  being:  1st,  to  prevent  favoritism;  2d,  to  check 
the  traffic  in  desirable  positions ; and,  lastly,  to  save  men  from  them- 
selves, men  who  would  supplant  those  whose  long  and  faithful  ser- 
vice entitles  them  to  better  positions.  To  some  who  read  this  it  may 
seem  to  be  rather  a serious  charge  that  these  conditions  do  exist,  but 
it  has  been  demonstrated  many  times  that  there  are  enginemen  who, 
to  further  their  individual  interests,  losing  sight  of  the  greatestgood 
to  the  greatest  number,  have  been  guilty  of  questionable  acts.  There 
are  also  those  in  authority  who  are  enemies  of  the  rule  because  it 
prevents  the  parceling  out  of  favors  to  a few  sycophants  who  have, 
by  their  peculiar  methods,  ingratiated  themselves  into  favor.  But, 
who  is  to  be  the  judge  of  the  merit  and  ability  required?  Your 
record  as  an  engineer  or  fireman,  not  the  master  mechanic,  who  by 
virtue  of  his  prerogative,  decides  the  question,  but  the  character  of 
your  previous  work.  For  there  is  a record  of  errors  and  omissions 
that  you  may  have  been  guilty  of,  with  which  you  are  debited,  day 
and  date,  the  credit  being  a well  defined  impression  of  previous 
good  conduct.  There  may  be  a chance  for  criticism  of  this  peculiar 
method  of  bookkeeping,  but  there  is  little  danger  of  its  being  misused. 
If,  under  the  operation  of  seniority,  the  locomotive  service  has  not 
improved  in  the  past,  and  engineers  have  not  made  advancement 
commensurate  with  improved  conditions  and  appliances,  it  is  cer- 
tainly no  fault  of  the  rule,  but  from  a lack  of  its  enforcement. 
For  it  is  a well  known  fact  that  men,  in  the  abstract,  will  not  create 
a standard  for  their  own  government,  but  will  comply  with  the  re- 
quirements of  one  adopted  for  their  guidance.  If,  therefore,  there  is 
deterioration  in  the  service,  railroad  companies  are  solely  to  blame. 
And  you  young  men  who  labor  under  the  impression  tnat  all  you 
have  to  do  is  to  grow  old  to  reap  the  benefits  of  seniority,  had  better 
dispel  the  idea  and  begin  to  hustle.  In  my  talks  with  you  in  the 
year  that  is  nearly  passed  I have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  you 
the  importance  of  mental  culture  and  self  reliance.  By  self  reliance 
I do  not  mean  independence,  but  the  necessity  of  following  your 
judgment,  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  with  which  you  are 
surrounded,  without  depending  altogether  on  the  experience  and 
advice  of  others.  By  doing  your  own  thinking  you  enlarge  the  scope 
of  your  mental  faculties  ana  make  it  possible  to  adapt  yourselves  to 
adverse  circumstances  which  vary  witn  nearly  every  trip.  With  this 
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number  of  the  Magazine  the  old  year  will  be  nearly  gone,  and  my 
talks  with  you  under  this  caption  will  end.  If,  in  the  coming  year, 
I can  speak  in  any  way  for  your  benefit  I shall  gladly  do  so,  and  I 
earnestly  hope  that  the  year  1694  will  find  you  aU  better  equipped, 
through  hard  study,  to  honor  one  of  the  noblest  yocations  in  exist- 
ence— that  of  locomotive  engineer. 


TORPEDOES  VS.  FUSEES. 


Mr.  Editor  In  view  of  the  many  disastrous  rear  end  collisions, 
which  have  become  altogether  too  frequent  within  the  past  few 
months,  a method  of  protecting  the  rear  end  of  trains  from  damage 
seems  an  urgent  necessity  and  worthy  of  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion, particularly  on  roads  not  provided  with  a good  block  system,  and 
even  on  these  systems  some  additional  safety  seems  to  be  needed.  The 
rear  brakeman  is  required  to  go  back  ana  flag  whenever  his  train 
comes  to  a stop,  but  this  sometimes  fails  on  account  of  the  rush  of 
business  on  some  roads,  hardly  giving  time  enough  between  the 
trains  to  permit  the  flagman  to  get  bad:  far  enough  to  protect  his 
train.  Ii  the  flagman  gets  back  far  enough  to  protect  the  train  and 
is  called  in,  most  roads  require  him  to  fasten  a torpedo  on  the  track, 
and  then  another  one  when  half  way  to  the  train.  This  is  done  to 
protect  the  train  while  the  flagman  may  be  on  his  way  toward  his 
train.  Accordingly,  the  rules,  to  be  safe,  require  the  train  striking 
torpedoes  to  oome  to  a full  stop,  and  then  to  proceed  with  the  ut- 
most care  until  the  cause  of  danger  is  known  or  the  obstruction  is 
reached  and  passed.  Now,  let  us  see  how  this  rule  works,  or  rather, 
fails  to  work.  As  an  actual  fact,  seventeen  torpedoes  have  been 
found  and  exploded  by  a train  in  about  seven  and  one-half  miles, 
and  no  sign  of  the  train  found  which  placed  them.  According  to 
rules,  seventeen  full  stops ; seventeen  placing  of  torpedoes  for  the 
next  train  behind;  seventeen  slow  runs  to  the  next  torpedo,  or  to 
the  end  of  the  road ; for  not  having  found  the  cause  or  passed  the 
obstruction  the  injunction  to  run  slow  must  remain  in  force  to  the 
end  of  the  trip.  To  stop,  place  torpedoes  at  proper  distance,  call  in 
flag  and  start  seventeen  times  would  take  about  two  hours,  and  in 
that  time  you  have  traveled  seven  and  one-half  miles  and  fixed  the 
road  so  that  the  train  following  must  take  just  as  much  time  in  pass- 
ing over  the  same  piece  of  track,  and  so  on  adfimtum.  With  such  a 
system,  how  would  it  do  to  obey  the  rules  for  one  week,  and  prob- 
ably have  all  the  trains  out  on  the  road  at  once,  with  no  likelihood 
of  their  coming  in  pretty  soon  ? Torpedoes  flag  too  much,  for  they 
pay  no  attention  to  the  time  which  has  lapsed  since  they  were 
placed,  or  to  the  distance  which  has  been  covered  by  the  train  for 
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which  they  were  placed,  and  we  know  that  they  have  been  ex- 
ploded under  our  wheels  over  ten  hours  after  they  were  placed  by 
trains  which  we  met  on  our  double  track  road  early  on  Sunday 
morning.  Doing  too  much,  they  do  not  do  enough,  for  as  “ famil- 
iarity breeds  contempt,”  the  sowing  of  the  track  with  torpedoes,  as 
practiced  on  many  roads,  has  led  to  a disregard  of  the  orders,  for  no 
one  could  obey  them  without  placing  their  own  train  in  jeopardy 
from  other  trains  behind,  whicn  would  be  sure  to  overtake  you. 

We  have  before  called  attention  to  the  greater  value  of  a time 
fusee,  the  color  of  which  would  inform  you  that  a train  had  passed 
the  spot  within  five  or  ten  minutes,  and  would  at  once  put  the  rear 
train  on  guard,  knowing  full  well  that  they  were  getting  so  close  to 
the  head  train  as  would,  need  extra  care  to  avoid  accident.  The 
fusee  has  another  advantage  also  in  the  fact  that  at  the  first  intima- 
tion that  the  train  is  coming  to  a stop,  a fusee  could  be  lighted  and 
thrown  along  the  track,  ana  it  has  been  suggested  that,  as  the  engi- 
neer often  knows  when  or  where  he  wishes  to  stop  before  any  one 
else,  a supply  of  fusees  be  placed  in  his  care,  and  that  whenever  he 
makes  a stop,  of  which  he  is  aware  before  hand,  he  drop  a lighted 
fusee  a mile  or  so  from  the  point  he  wishes  to  stop  at.  A supply  of 
fusees  at  both  ends  of  the  train,  and  used  whenever  there  is  occasion, 
would  surely  prove  a safeguard,  because  they  would  do  away  with 
useless  alarm,  and  when  they  were  seen  they  would  be  accepted  as 
conclusive  proof  that  the  preceding  train  was  not  far  ahead,  and 
might  be  found  veir  near.  This  forewarning,  followed  by  even  the 
feeblest  attempt  to  nag,  would  be  sure  to  prevent  the  repetition  of 
the  horrors  which  have  so  often  shocked  us,  and  would  assure  us  a 
greater  immunity  from  accident,  if  it  did  not  prevent  them  alto- 
gether, and  it  is,  therefore,  in  line  with  the  duty  we  owe  ourselves 
and  the  public  to  agitate  this  matter,  and  if  possible  to  secure  the 
use  of  the  fusee  instead  of  the  too  muchly  “ played  ” torpedo. 

W.  J.  Edwards  has  kindly  answered  my  question  as  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  when  he  arrived  at  a water  station  with  an 
inch  of  water  on  the  crownsheet  and  no  water  in  the  engine  tank, 
but  it  does  seem  to  me  as  if  the  question:  Was  there  any  gooa 
reason  why  they  should  “ kill  ” her?  is  still  unanswered.  Let  us 
look  at  the  facts  as  stated  by  Bro  Edwards,  and  see  what  they  were. 
He  says  that  they  got  to  the  water  station  with  thirty  pounds  of 
steam  and  an  inch  of  water  on  the  crownsheet.  Of  course,  this  is 
rather  low,  but  if  the  crownsheet  was  covered  with  even  this  thin 
layer  of  water  the  plates  could  not  be  heated,  and  that  such  was  the 
case  seems  to  be  proven  by  the  attempt  that  was  made  to  use  the 
injector  as  soon  as  the  water  commenced  to  run  into  the  engine’s 
tank.  Feeling  safe  to  do  this,  when  they  got  to  the  plug,  it  would 
have  been  a question  of  a few  minutes  only  to  fill  the  tank,  and  with 
the  pressure  so  low  as  not  to  work  the  “ pop,”  and  using  no  steam, 
she  would  keep  her  water  level  for  awhile  until  the  injector  haa 
enough  water  to  permit  it  to  work  freely,  as  it  seems  it  did  when  the 
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tank  was  filled  up.  The  crownsheet  must  have  been  covered,  for  it 
would  have  shown  the  effects  of  it  when  the  boiler  was  at  once  filled 
up  with  cold  water,  as  was  done  in  the  case  under  consideration,  and 
starting  with  this  assumption,  and  the  idea  of  getting  to  work  and 
over  the  road  as  soon  as  possible,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  the  best 
way  to  manage  in  a case  of  this  kind  would  be,  to  put  in  a small 
amount  of  water,  say  one  solid  gauge,  and  then  increase  the  press- 
ure by  the  use  of  the  blower.  On  mdst  locomotives,  in  raising 
steam  from  thirty  up  to  one  hundred  pounds,  the  water  would  also 
seem  to  increase,  for  the  one  gauge  will  often  seem  to  be  two  solid 
ones,  but  if  it  should  not  raise  in  this  way,  after  having  raised  the 
pressure,  more  water  could  be  added  from  time  to  time,  until  the 
level  would  be  at  its  normal  point.  While  it  is  true  that  steam  is 
not  absolutely  necessary  to  kindle  up  a fire,  it  is  also  true  that 
thirty  pounds  of  pressure,  while  it  would  be  of  but  little  use  for  effec- 
tive work,  would  form  a good  starter  to  get  more  steam  from,  and  in 
a much  shorter  time  than  it  could  be  had  from  a boiler  full  of  cold 
water.  Instances  will,  no  doubt,  rise  to  the  memory  of  most  every 
engineman,  of  having  come  to  a tank  or  a passing  or  meeting  point 
with  steam  and  water  both  far  below  the  maximum,  and  in  some 
cases,  near  the  minimum  points,  but  no  one  would  despair,  for  in 
thirty  minutes,  or  even  less  time,  steam  and  water  have  been  (and 
can  be  again)  raised  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  marks,  by  using 
what  is  left  of  the  steam  to  get  more  with. 

Bro.  Edwards’  engine,  having  a boiler  full  of  cold  water  and  no 
fire  or  steam,  was  certainly  “ dead,”  and  even  under  the  most  favor- 
able circumstances  (that  is,  with  wood  for  kindlings  in  sufficient 
quantities  handy  by)  could  not  be  ready  to  resume  work  in  much 
less  than  one  and  one-half  hours,  thus  showing  a difference  of  an 
hour  in  favor  of  the  other  plan. 

Bro.  Edwards  says  he  does  not  like  the  idea  of  firing  up  an  engine 
with  less  than  three  gauges  of  water  in  her  boiler,  but  does  not  give 
his  reason  for  it.  Good  reasons  can,  however,  be  given  against  the 
introduction  of  a large  quantity  of  water,  thus  reducing  the  heat  of 
the  boiler,  causing  great  contraction  of  the  plates,  and  their  expan- 
sion again  with  there-heating  of  the  boiler,  as  these  sudden  and  great 
fluctuations  of  temperature  are  not  conducive  to  the  safety  or  life 
of  the  boiler  and  flues,  and  ought  to  be  avoided  as  much  as  possib  e 
at  all  times.  It  would  thus  appear  as  if  it  would  have  been  a bet- 
ter policy  to  increase  the  amount  of  steam  and  of  water  gradually, 
instead  of  filling  up  with  water  only  and  having  no  steam  to  help 
you  fire  with.  Other  local  reasons  (not  to  be  discerned  at  a distance) 
may,  however,  have  entered  into  consideration  and  governed  the 
actions  of  our  friend  Edwards,  and  he  may  have  done  the  best  thing 
possible  under  the  circumstances. 

The  water  question,  or  rather,  proper  water  level  to  be  maintained 
in  the  boiler,  has  almost  as  many  answers  as  there  are  hands  at  the 
throttle:  some  say  one  gauge  is  enough,  for  you  cannot  hurt  a 
boiler  wnile  you  have  a gauge  of  water ; others  say  they  never  felt 
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safe  without  water  in  the  top  gauge ; others,  again,  say  that  the  top 
gauge  was  meant  for  steam,  and  shut  off  the  supply  wnen  they  find 
water  in  the  top  gauge;  others  continue  to  force  water  into  the 
boiler  until  they  can  try  it  by  the  whistle  or  the  cylinder  cocks,  and 
each  one,  of  course,  will  claim  that  their  plan  is  the  best,  or  at  least, 
that  they  are  doing  the  best  that  they  can  for  themselves  and  their 
employers.  With  so  much  conflicting  theory  and  experience  laid 
before  him,  the  young  engineer  is  left  to  take  his  choice  of  methods, 
and  happy  the  man  who  chooses  wisely.  In  this  matter  (as  well  as 
in  most  all  human  affairs)  it  may  be  well  to  strike  a happy  medium ; 
neither  too  high,  nor  too  low,  but  rather  “betwixt  ana  between,”  as 
the  common  expression  is.  In  the  first  place,  we  need  lots  of  steam 
to  do  the  work  laid  out  for  us,  and  to  make  steam,  we  need  water, 
and  the  aim  should  be  to  put  the  water  into  the  boiler  at  such  times 
and  in  such  quantity  as  would  keep  up  the  level  without  affecting 
the  steam  pressure  any  more  than  we  can  help.  If  there  is  a good 
quantity  of  water  in  the  boiler,  it  will  be  less  affected  by  the  intro- 
auction  of  cold  water  than  a smaller  quantity  would  be ; hence,  one 
good  reason  for  haying  a boiler  full,  but  from  this  they  are  apt  to 
run  the  water  level  too  high,  and  to  forget  that  dry  steam  is  the 
most  effective  in  doing  work,  and  also  the  easiest  on  tne  machinery. 

Even  with  the  best  chosen  plan  and  the  most  earnest  desire  to  pre- 
serve some  constant  water  level,  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will 
require  deviations  at  times  from  your  standard  in  order  to  make 
your  points  and  prevent  “ lay  outs.” 

William  Wetter . 


OILING. 


Mr.  Editor  :-j-Mr.  L.  B.  Moore,  in  the  October  number  of  the 
Magazine,  advances  some  ideas  in  regard  to  oiling  that  I do  not 
think  would  stand  the  test  of  actual  practice.  He  advocates  a light 
oiling  in  starting  out,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  most  engineers ; 
and  says  that  dnving-boxes,  it  properly  packed,  should  run  a hun- 
dred miles  on  one  oiling, 

If  driving-box  cellars  were  packed  every  trip  it  might  be  safe  to 
run  them  that  distance,  but  I think  it  very  doubtful.  I would  pre- 
fer to  let  some  one  else  try  the  experiment.  In  my  experience  I 
have  found  that  driving-boxes  need  more  care,  more  on,  and  are 
much  more  apt  to  give  trouble  than  engine  trucks.  In  my  opinion 
driving-boxes  should  be  oiled  every  thirty  or  forty  miles.  I always 
oil  wedges  and  boxes  at  the  same  time.  I think  that  better  and 
more  economical  results  can  be  obtained  by  giving  a comparatively 
light  oiling  at  more  frequent  intervals  than  by  attempting  to  make 
a very  long  run.  I believe  it  best  to  give  an  engine  a heavy  oiling 
before  starting  also. 
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As  a rule,  an  engine  before  reaching  a terminal,  has  run  so  far  af- 
ter the  last  oiling  that  the  oil  applied  has  nearly,  if  not  quite  all, 
been  used  up.  What  little  oil  feeds  down  to  bearings  or  cellan 
while  the  engine  is  standing  in  the  house  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
supply  the  required  amount  of  lubrication. 

in  oiling,  as  in  everything  else,  as  high  a degree  of  economy  as 
possible  should  be  practiced,  but  there  is  no  economy  in  running 
any  risk  of  allowing  journals  or  other  bearings  to  run  hot  or  get  to 
cutting  from  lack  of  oiL  “ A pint  of  prevention  is  worth  a gaucm  of 
cure.” 

I wonder  if  Mr.  Moore  has  tried  his  ideas  in  actual  service  or  is 
simply  advancing  untried  theories. 

If  any  of  the  brothers  have  tried  his  plan  I would  like  to  hear 
from  them. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  D.  Lucas. 


ANSWERING  MR.  NORTON’S  QUESTIONS. 


Mr.  Editor: — In  answer  to  Mr.  Norton’s  questions  in  Novem- 
ber Magazine,  will  say  that  the  triple  valve  receives  its  name  be- 
cause it  is  a valve  of  three  distinct  parts,  or,  in  other  words,  three 
valves  in  one.  The  word  “triple”  is  synonymous  with  “treble.” 
that  is,  three-fold,  or  three  units.  Second.  The  main  piston  in  the 
triple  valve  has  a vertical  movement,  and,  in  making  application  of 
brakes,  follows  the  reduction  in  train  pipe,  while  the  piston  in 
brake  valve  has  a perpendicular  travel  and  travels  ahead  of  the 
pressure  in  train  pipe.  The  former  is  a piston  and  slide  valve 
combined,  while  the  latter  is  simply  a piston-valve.  The  piston  in 
triple  valve  is  operated  by  pressure  from  the  auxiliary  reservoir, 
while  the  piston  in  brake  valve  is  operated  by  pressure  from  the 
train  pipe.  Third.  It  will  be  observed  by  comparing  the  old  style 
triple  valve  with  the  quick  action,  that  the  latter  preserves  about 
all  the  features  of  the  former ; the  emergency  valve,  with  its  attach- 
ments, being  the  improvement.  It  often  happens  that  the  gradua- 
ting spring  to  the  main  piston  in  triple  valve  becomes  impaired 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  will  allow  this  piston  to  travel  far  enough, 
under  a reduction  of  eight  pounds,  to  put  the  port  in  slide  valve 
in  communication  with  the  emergency  valve.  The  pressure  which 
trips  emergency  valve  must  come  from  the  auxiliary,  and  must 
come  on  top  of  emergency  valve  in  order  to  force  it  downward,  and, 
as  the  emergency  valve  is  foroed  downward,  it  trips  a check  valve, 
allowing  the  local  pressure  in  train  pipe  to  combine  with  auxiliary 
pressure.  There  is  no  way  whereby  pressure  from  auxiliary  could 
reach  emergency  valve,  except  througn  the  port  made  in  the  slide 
valve  which  is  attached  to  the  piston  on  triple  valve,  and  this 
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port  is  opened  by  the  triple  valve  traveling  all,  or  nearly  all,  the 
length  of  its  cylinder;  tnus  it  will  be  seen  tnat  if  the  gradua- 
ting spring,  even  under  a slight  reduction,  permitted  the  main  pis- 
ton to  travel  far  enough,  it  would  put  the  emergency  valve  in  com- 
munication with  auxiliary  and  cause  valve  to  act,  while  the  triple 
on  another  car  might  he  acting  as  in  a service  application.  In 
answer  to  the  fourth  question2 1 do  not  see  how  there  could  be  any 
blow  out  of  the  pressure  retaining  valve  unless  there  was  a leak  in 
the  valve.  I wish  to  ask:  Is  there  any  quicker  action  with  the 
quick  action  triple,  in  service  application,  than  with  the  old  style? 
If  so,  why?  Also,  how  would  you  detect  a leak  in  the  piston  pack- 
ing of  the  triple  valve?  both  main  piston  and  piston  of  emergency 
valve  ? 

Amory,  Miss.  James  Carey . 


DOESN’T  AGREE  WITH  CAREY. 


Mr.  Editor  : — I infer  from  Mr.  Carey’s  answer  to  Mr.  Garaghty’s 
question,  that,  with  the  new  triple,  he  would  first  release  and  re-cnarge 
train  pipe  before  making  an  emergency  application,  when  partial 
service  application  is  on.  I do  not  agree  with  him  there.  I think  that 
if  he  is  on  the  right  side  of  an  engine,  and  makes  a practice  of  handling 
the  brake  that  way,  there  will  come  a time  when  he  will  wish  he  had 
done  differently.  As  I understand  it,  an  emergency  means  stop. 
We  will  take  a train  at  forty  miles  per  hour ; the  engineer  gets  a slow 
signal  and  makes  a service  application  of  from  six  to  ten  pounds. 
His  train  is  slowed  down  to,  say  thirty  miles  per  hour,  when  he  gets 
a signal  that  calls  for  an  emergency  application.  Suppose  he  first 
puts  handle  to  release  position  and  re-cnarges  train  pipe  before  mak- 
ing the  emergency  application.  His  train  is  running  thirty  miles 
per  hour  and  every  second  means  44  feet.  If  he  does  not  wait  for 
Drakes  to  release  he  cannot  get  an  emergency,*  and  before  he  could 
get  the  benefit  of  his  extra  braking  power  ne  could  have  had  the  train 
stopped.  He  can  figure  his  own  time  for  brakes  to  release.  Now,  if 
he  puts  the  handle  to  emergency  at  once  no  time  is  lost,  and  as  twenty 
pounds  reduction  sets  the  brake  hard,  what  more  does  ne  want?  The 
other  way  he  loses  time,  and  time  in  an  emergency  means  everything. 
Of  course  when  he  releases  and  then  puts  handle  to  emergency,  he 
wakes  the  passengers  up,  if  he  has  any,  and  lets  the  trainmen  know 
that  the  brakes  are  set.  I agree  with  J.  R.  Norton,  and  when  an 
engineer  makes  a statement — as  it  is  reported  that  one  did  after  a 
recent  wreck — that  it  takes  a certain  number  of  seconds  to  re- 
charge train  pipe  from  twenty  pounds  to  seventy — a reduction  of 
fift^r  pounds — 1 would  like  to  ask  what  he  made  such  a reduction 

Hudson,  Mich. 
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AIR  BRAKE  QUESTIONS. 


Mr.  Editor: — In  my  November  article  I spoke  of  the  action  of 
the  triple  valve.  This  time  I will  try  to  show  how  the  air  acts  in 
auxiliary  reservoirs  and  brake  cylinders.  With  a travel  of  eight 
inches  to  the  piston,  the  auxiliary  reservoir  pressure  will  equalize  in 
brake  cylinder  at  about  fifty  pounds  to  the  square  inch,  with  seventy 
pounds  pressure  in  auxiliary  and  the  Westinghouse  standard  freight 
cylinder.  Were  we  to  place  a gauge  on  auxiliary  reservoir  and  on 
brake  cylinder,  we  should  find  that  we  must  draw  about  ten  pounds 
from  auxiliary  reservoir  before  gauge  on  brake  cylinder  began  to 
register  at  all,  and  when  about  fifteen  pounds  pressure  had  been 
drawn  from  auxiliary  the  gauge  on  brake  cvlinder  would  register 
about  fifteen  pounds.  Now,  if  we  draw  ofl  five  pounds  more  from 
the  auxiliary  reservoir,  we  reduce  the  pressure  to  fifty  pounds,  and, 
with  this  last  reduction  of  five  pounds,  we  placed  35  pounds  in  the 
brake  cylinder,  making  the  two  pressures  equal.  From  the  above, 
it  should  be  clear  to  any  practical  man  that  we  do  not  begin  to  do 
any  braking  of  consequence  until  after  we  have  drawn  about  fifteen 
pounds  from  auxiliary,  and  from  that  point,  for  every  pound  drawn 
from  auxiliary  we  place  about  seven  pounds  in  brake  cvlinder; 
power  increases  very  rapidly  after  all  slack  is  taken  up  and  the  brake 
cylinder  is  already  full  of  air.  Now,  if  piston  had  a travel  of  only 
four  and  one-half  inches,  pressure  would  equalize  at  about  sixty 
pounds  instead  of  at  fifty,  with  a standard  pressure  of  seventy 
pounds ; and  the  gauge  on  Drake  cylinder  would  begin  to  register  a 
great  deal  earlier  tnan  with  the  eight-inch  travel.  Thus,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  travel  of  the  piston  has  a great  deal  to  do  with  the 
braking  power ; the  more  the  travel  of  the  piston  is  reduced,  the 
more  the  braking  power  is  increased. 

In  answer  to  my  November  questions,  will  say  that  a triple  valve 
is  so  called,  mechanically,  because  it  is  constructed  with  parts  doing 
the  work  of  three  distinct  valves;  namely,  the  main  piston  acts  as  a 
graduating  valve,  opening  and  closing  the  service  application  port ; 
and  the  main  slide  valve,  which  governs  three  ports  in  the  old  triple 
and  four  in  the  <juick  action.  And  it  is  termed  “ triple  ” from  a 
practical  standpoint,  because  the  air  passes  through  it  three  times 
to  do  its  work;  namely,  from  train  pipe  through  triple  to  auxiliary; 
from  auxiliary  through  triple  to  brake  cylinder  to  apply  the  brake ; 
and  from  brake  cylinder  through  triple  to  atmosphere  to  release  the 
brake.  The  main  piston  in  triple  and  the  equalizing  piston  in  brake 
valve  work  simultaneously  witn  each  other.  The  valve  will  act  in 
emergency  with  a reduction  of  6 or  8 pounds,  and  work  all  right  in 
service  application  with  a reduction  of  from  3 to  5 pounds,  if  the 
graduating  spring  is  broken  or  weak. 

What  is  the  cause  of  the  entire  train  working  in  emergency,  when 
handle  is  moved  to  release  position  from  service  application?  Brake 
would  go  on  in  emergency,  but  would  release  all  right  shortly  after. 

San  Antonio,  Tex.  J.  R.  Norton. 
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EDITED  BT  IDA  A.  HARPER,  STAFFORD  UNITEKSITT,  OlXIFORNIA. 


CHRISTMAS,  1893. 


So  Boon ! What  has  become  of  the  past  twelve  months?  They 
have  slipped  like  beads  from  a string,  and  rolled  away'where  we  can 
never  find  them  more.  We  can  remember  a time,  all  of  us,  when  it 
seemed  as  if  the  holidays  would  never  come,  when  a week  appeared 
a long  stretch  if  measured  by  Saturdays,  a month  was  an  age,  and  a 
year  was  an  eternity.  Now  we  say  earnestly,  “Good  by;  I will 
meet  you  a year  from  now,  in  San  Francisco,  or  New  York,  or  Lon- 
don.” The  months  fly,  and  before  we  have  accomplished  the  half 
of  what  we  set  out  to  do  the  time  has  come  to  prepare  for  our  jour- 
ney. We  are  approaching  the  age  when  only  electricity  can  furnish 
the  motive  power  necessary  for  our  requirements.  The  time  is  at 
hand  when  we  must  be  able  to  get  what  we  want  by  “ pressing  the 
button  ” and  having  it  immediately  supplied.  We  cannot  wait.  He 
who  hesitates  is  lost  in  the  rush.  There  is  a dash,  an  excitement  in 
this  race  against  time  that  we  enjoy.  Sometimes,  when  the  pressure 
becomes  too  strong  and  we  are  overcome,  for  the  moment,  by  a great 
weariness  of  mind  and  body,  there  comes  upon  us  an  intense  long- 
ing for  rest,  for  a quiet  spot  away  from  the  madding  crowd,  for  seclu- 
sion from  the  haste,  the  noise,  the  struggle  that  mark  the  going  out 
of  the  century. 

But  this  desire  is  purely  imaginary.  If  it  be  gratified,  if  we  with- 
draw from  the  world  and  its  exacting  occupations,  from  that  com- 
petition which  stimulates  and  brings  out  our  strongest  qualities, 
from  the  association  with  the  men  and  the  things  which  have  made 
the  greater  part  of  our  daily  life,  it  is  but  a short  time  until  we  are 
possessed  with  the  craving  to  get  in  the  midst  of  it  all  again.  The 
rest  that  we  hoped  so  to  enjoy  is  replaced  by  an  unrest  and  a desire 
for  the  old  life.  It  is  sweet  to  be  awakened  by  the  song  of  the  meadow 
lark  and  to  look  out  upon  forest  and  field  while  we  are  making  our 
toilet,  and  then — we  want  our  morning  paper — and  we  want  to  get 
down  street  to  see  what  is  going  on.  Almost  every  man  has  dreams 
of  a time  when  he  will  retire  from  business  and  have  a suburban 
home  and  enjoy  an  unbroken  leisure ; but  when  that  time  comes  he 
begins  to  stagnate,  to  lose  his  influence  among  men  and  his  interest 
in  life.  He  gets  old  fast  and  soon  drops  out  of  sight. 

Complain  as  we  may  of  the  never-ending  push  and  hurry  of  the 
present  age,  they  are  really  what  give  a zest  to  existence.  We  would 
no  more  return  to  the  quiet  ana  leisure  of  our  ancestors  than  we 
would  to  their  wagon  roads  and  tallow  candles  and  cold  bedrooms. 
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“Many  of  our  cares  are  bat  a morbid  way  of  looking  at  our  priv- 
ileges, said  Henry  Ward  Beecher.  It  is,  indeed,  a great  privilege  to 
live  in  this  advanced  age.  It  will  be  a still  greater  one  to  live  a cen- 
tury hence.  Wrongs  exist  now,  they  always  have  existed,  they 
always  will  exist,  bat  the  world  is  infinitely  better  than  ever  Defore. 
We  are  getting  away  from  the  savagery  and  the  superstition  of  the 
past.  It  is  true  we  still  have  outcroppings  of  these,  individual  cases, 
but  very  few  in  comparison  with  the  number  of  people,  and  there  is 
no  public  sentiment  to  support  them  as  there  was  in  the  olden  times. 
Men  and  women  are  better  educated,  broader  in  their  views,  more 
charitable  and  humane,  much  more  just  and  tolerant.  They  are 
learning  how  to  live.  If  we  pick  out  special  cases  of  depravity  we 
may  well  believe  that  we  have  made  no  progress,  but  when  we  take 
a wide  and  general  view  we  find  a great  encouragement.  The  estab- 
lishment or  libraries,  of  universities,  of  public  schools,  of  kinder- 

rbens  for  the  youngest  children,  promises  a time  when  there  need 
no  ignorance.  The  founding  of  hospitals,  asylums,  missions, 
homes,  snows  the  care  that  is  given  to  the  unfortunates.  The  form- 
ing of  societies  for  every  possible  purpose,  for  scientific  research,  for 
literary  culture,  for  charitable  worn,  for  the  study  of  social  problems, 
indicate  the  progressive  tendencies  of  the  age  toward  what  is  needed 
for  the  improvevent  of  mankind. 

The  World’s  Fair,  which  marks  this  as  one  of  the  great  years 
in  our  history,  illustrates  the  wonderful  advance  that  has  been  made 
in  material  things,  an  exhibition  that  the  most  vivid  imagination 
could  not  have  conceived  of  a century  ago.  In  connection  with  this 
was  the  series  of  congresses,  which  callea  together  the  finest  intellects 
of  the  age  in  the  various  kinds  of  special  work,  closing  with  the 
great  Parliament  of  Religions.  In  this  one  saw  tne  representatives 
of  all  the  leading  religions  of  the  world,  speaking  from  the  same 
platform  in  a spirit  of  perfect  harmony  and  peace.  This  would 
never  have  been  possible  in  any  preceding  age,  and  it  affords  a mag- 
nificent object  lesson  in  the  tolerant  spirit  and  broad  outlook  of  the 
present  generation.  The  opening  of  these  congresses  with  the  great 
Woman’s  Parliament  presented  a spectacle  never  before  seen.  Four 
hundred  talented  women  speakers  gathered  from  all  the  civilized 
nations  of  the  globe,  addressing  audiences  of  ten  thousand  women, 
is  an  occurrence  which  should  inspire  every  woman  with  the  highest 
courage  and  faith  in  the  future. 

Ana  so  we  have  but  to  look  about  us  on  every  hand,  to  see  the  in- 
disputable evidences  of  the  world’s  progress.  As  a matter  of  course 
we  must  have  our  croakers  and  prophets  of  evil.  No  age  has  ever 
been  free  from  them.  Perhaps  there  may  be  some  reason  why  they 
should  exist.  Possibly  they  may  act  as  a brake  upon  the  wheels. 
They  form  an  important  factor  in  that  curious  element  known  as 
politics,  working  upon  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  ignorant 
and  unstable.  One  class  of  them  insists  tnat,  in  our  race  for  wealth 
and  honor  and  advancement,  we  are  wearing  ourselves  out  and 
shortening  our  lives;  but  statistics  show  that  longevity  is  increasing 
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and  people  live  longer  than  they  used  to.  Even  if  this  were  not 
true,  it  is  better  to  have  lived  to  some  purpose  than  merely  to  have 
existed  for  a long  period  of  years.  We  have  made  remarkable  ad- 
vancement in  our  knowledge  of  the  cause  and  prevention  of  diseases, 
of  the  laws  of  sanitation  and  hygiene,  of  the  proper  metho  is  of  dress, 
of  the  care  of  children.  The  pessimists  insist  that  in  this  rapia 
march  of  civilization  we  are  losing  our  grasp  on  religious  things  and 
are  failing  to  make  the  necessary  preparation  for  a future  life.  Surely 
there  could  be  no  better  preparation  for  the  next  world  than  a good 
and  useful  life  in  this.  It  is  with  the  work  which  is  given  us  to  do 
here  that  we  need  most  to  be  concerned.  It  is  by  serving  our  fellow 
men  faithfully  and  conscientiously  that  we  best  can  serve  our  Creator. 

It  is  true  that  in  many  homes  there  will  be  no  celebration  of 
Christmas  this  year,  that  mmy  children  will  receive  no  remem- 
brance of  the  day ; but  it  it  also  probable  that  more  children  will  be 
remembered  on  this  day  than  ever  before,  because  each  year  the 
Christmas  festival  is  more  generally  observed.  Formerly  it  was  a 
mere  private,  family  enjoyment.  Now  there  is  an  effort  to  render  it 
a pleasant  day  for  all  children;  the  Sunday  schools  makes  it  a 
joyous  occasion;  all  of  the  penal  and  charitable  institutions  cele- 
brate it;  dinners  are  given  to  the  newsboys  and  bootblacks  and  mul- 
titudes of  the  waifs  of  large  cities ; and  countless  thousands  of  pri- 
vate benefactions  are  made  on  this  day  of  which  the  world  knows 
nothing.  Many  men  and  women  of  wealth  contribute  money  and 
time  to  make  this  a day  of  pleasure  for  those  less  fortunate  than 
themselves.  We  need  to  remember  these  things  when  we  are  te  mpted 
to  take  a skeptical  or  pessimistic  view  of  life.  Human  nature  always 
will  be  imperfect,  the  world  always  will  contain  inequalities,  there 
always  will  be  crime  and  want  and  sorrow,  but  the  truth  to  which 
we  must  hold  fast  is  that  there  is  a steady  evolution  toward  a higher 
type  of  hum  ini ty.  The  world  will  deal  more  kindly  with  our  chil- 
dren than  it  has  with  u j,  it  will  hold  greater  possibilities  for  them,  it 
will  give  them  a larger,  higher,  finer  life  than  we  have  been  able  to 
attain.  These  are  some  of  the  reflections  that  should  give  us  re- 
newed courage  and  hopefulness  a3  we  enter  upon  another  New  Year. 


THE  DEATH  OF  A NOBLE  WOMAN. 


The  sweetest  face  among  all  the  beautiful  ones  at  the  great  Wo- 
man’s Congress  at  Chicago  last  May,  was  that  of  Lucy  Stone.  I wish 
I could  describe  it  as  it  looks  to  me  from  a picture  on  my  writing 
desk.  Lucy  Stone  was  one  of  that  little  pioneer  band  of  woman 
suffragists  who  for  more  than  forty  years  have  been  made  the  subject 
of  ridicule  and  slander.  They  have  been  described  as  big,  gaunt, 
short-haired,  loud-voiced  and  masculine,  and  the  vast  majority  of 
people,  who  never  have  seen  and  heard  these  women^  are  apt  to  be 
prejudiced  by. these  cruel  misrepresentations.  Not  m the  case  of 
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any  of  them  is  this  description  correct — least  of  all  in  regard  to  Lucy 
Stone.  She  was  short  and  plump,  her  face  as  fresh  as  a young  girl's 
and  dimpling  when  she  spoke;  her  soft,  white  hair  parted  smoothly 
over  her  forehead  and  drawn  back  under  a fine  square  of  white  lace, 
whose  ends  were  brought  around  and  crossed  upon  her  bosom. 
When  she  spoke  in  her  low,  sweet  voice,  with  her  little  white  hands 
folded  together,  she  was  an  ideal  type  of  a gentle,  lovable,  motherly 
woman.  “Where  is  Lucy  Stone?”  was  the  first  question  of  every 
one  at  the  congress,  and  people  followed  her  from  hall  to  hall  and 
hung  upon  her  every  word.  She  was  enthusiastically  cheered,  the 
newspapers  gave  her  columns  of  space,  and  women  gathered  about 
her,  eager  to  touch  the  hem  of  her  garment.  And  yet,  within  the 
memory  of  the  present  generation,  she  has  been  assailed  upon  the 
platform  with  eggs,  a stream  of  cold  water  poured  upon  her  from 
the  hose  and  books  thrown  at  her  head  for  advocating  the  same  prin- 
ciples that  were  received  with  loud  acclamations  in  the  World’s  Con- 
gress of  1893.  She  stood  firm  and  the  public  sentiment  came  up  to 
her  standard. 

She  was  bom  in  1818  and  had  just  completed  seventy-five  beautiful 
years  when  she  resigned  her  work  into  other  hands.  She  was  bom  on 
a New  England  farm,  the  eighth  of  nine  children,  and  endured  all 
the  hardships  incident  to  farm  life  in  those  early  days.  She  was  a 
bright  scholar,  but  when  she  wanted  to  go  to  college,  as  her  brothers 
did,  her  father  called  her  crazy.  She  displayed  then  the  same  fear- 
lessness and  determination  which  characterized  all  her  life.  She 
picked  and  sold  berries  and  nuts  to  buy  books,  studied  and  taught, 
receiving  only  a small  fraction  of  the  wages  paid  to  men  teachers, 
until  at  length,  with  her  small  pittance,  she  went  to  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
College,  the  cnlyone  that  admitted  women.  Here  she  taught  in 
the  preparatory  department,  worked  in  the  young  ladies’  boarding 
hall  at  three  cents  an  hour,  and  boarded  herself  at  a cost  of  fifty  cents 
a week.  Thus  she  completed  her  college  course.  She  was  not  allowed 
to  read  her  graduating  essay  because  it  was  considered  a disgrace  for  a 
woman  to  appear  upon  the  platform,  but  she  was  told  that  one  of  the 
professors  would  read  it  for  ner.  Whereupon  she  declined  to  write  it. 

From  childhood  her  heart  was  profoundly  stirred  by  the  wrong 
and  injustice  of  the  world.  While  in  college  she  taught  the  fugitive 
slaves  who  crossed  the  Ohio  river,  and,  immediately  after  her  gradu- 
ation, she  was  regularly  engaged  to  lecture  for  the  National  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  and  was  one  of  their  strongest  and  most  effective 
speakers.  The  wrongs  of  women,  however,  stirred  her  heart  more 
deeply  even  than  the  wrongs  of  the  slaves,  and  she  began  to  incor- 
porate so  much  of  women’s  rights  in  her  lectures  that  the  leaders  of 
the  anti- slavery  movement  were  frightened,  and  she  finally  agreed  to 
divide  her  time  between  the  two  subjects.  She  was  entirely  alone  in 
her  work  for  women.  This  was  in  1847,  and  the  subject  nad  never 
been  agitated.  Her  posters  were  torn  down,  her  meetings  broken  up 
and  every  insult  and  indignity  were  heaped  upon  her.  In  1855  she 
was  married  to  Henry  B.  Blackwell,  a young  hardware  merchant  of 
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Cincinnati,  Ohio,  a strong  abolitionist  and  woman  suffragist,  who 
gained  her  consent  only  by  pleading  that  two  together  could  do  bet- 
ter work  than  one  alone.  At  the  tune  of  their  marriage  they  made 
a joint  protest  against  the  inequalities  of  the  law  which  gave  to  the 
husband  the  full  control  of  his  wife’s  person,  property  ana  children. 
She  was  not  willing  to  lose  the  individuality  of  her  own  name  and 
accordingly  she  has  retained  the  use  of  it  all  these  years. 

The  marriage  proved  one  of  great  happiness  and  congeniality. 
One  daughter  was  born,  Alice  Stone  Blackwell,  who  is  a striking 
illustration  of  the  eflects  of  heredity  and  environment.  She  is  a 
keen  and  brilliant  writer,  a forcible  speaker  and  a powerful  factor  in 
the  reform  work  which  has  occupied  the  lifetime  of  her  father  and 
mother.  The  slavery  question  was  settled  over  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury ago  with  the  loss  of  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  men. 
The  cause  of  woman’s  rights  is  still  an  issue.  In  1866  Lucy  Stone 
helped  to  organize  the  American  Equal  Bights  Association,  to  work 
for  both  negroes  and  women,  and  was  chairman  of  its  executive 
committee.  In  1869,  with  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  George  William 
Curtis,  Julia  Ward  Howe,  Mary  A.  Livermore  and  others,  she  organ- 
ized the  American  Woman  Suffrage  Association,  and  was  chairman  of 
its  executive  committee  for  nearly  twenty  years.  The  Woman's  Jour- 
nal was  founded  in  Boston  in  187U,  mostly  with  money  raised  through 
her  efforts,  and  she  has  been  its  editor-in-chief  since  1872,  assisted  by 
her  husband  and  daughter.  It  is  a strong,  clean,  reliable  paper  and 
has  been  a powerful  factor  in  bringing  about  the  great  change  in  pub- 
lic opinion  in  regard  to  equal  rights  for  women.  The  death  of  Lucy 
Stone  ends  a remarkable  career,  a brave  life  devoted  to  a noble  pur- 
purpose.  Fifty  years  of  persistent  effort — for  what?  Simply  an 
equal  right  with  man  in  the  privileges  of  a republican  government. 
There  is  a feeling  of  great  sadness  and  regret  tnat  she  could  not  live 
to  win  the  victory,  but  she  beheld  the  dawn,  and  even  more.  She 
saw  women  enjoying  every  advantage  of  education,  every  opportu- 
nity of  work,  every  privilege  of  free  speech  and  action,  a great  ad- 
vancement in  the  equality  of  the  laws,  and  with  a limited  but  in- 
creasing use  of  the  supreme  right  of  tne  ballot.  It  will  not  be  for- 
gotten in  the  future  generations  how  much  this  one  courageous 
woman  contributed  to  secure  all  this.  When  all  who  made  the  battle 
hardest  shall  have  passed  from  memory  Lucy  Stone  will  still  be  held 
in  blessed  recollection. 


CURRENT  NOTES. 


When  a girl  of  fourteen  years  was  taken  from  a house  of  ill-repute 
in  San  Franscico,  a few  days  ago,  and  carried  to  the  police  court,  the 
eminent  women  lawyer,  Mrs.  Clara  Foltz,  stated  that  she  woula  see 
that  the  girl  was  cared  for  by  the  Magdalen  asylum.  She  then  de- 
clared that  the  penal  code  does  not  go  far  enough  when  it  provides 
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a punishment  for  those  parents  only  who  fail  to  furnish  food, clothing, 
shelter  and  medicine  for  their  cmldren.  It  should  hold  them  re- 
sponsible for  permitting  the  children  to  have  vicious  associations  or 
for  setting  a wicked  example  before  them  in  their  own  conduct,  by 
getting  drunk  or  doing  any  licentious  act  in  their  presence.  She 
announced  that  she  should  introduce  a bill  in  the  next  legislature 
providing  a punishment  for  fathers  and  mothers  who  commit  a 
crime  against  their  children  in  this  respect.  She  was  assured  by  the 
judge  and  prosecuting  attorney  of  their  hearty  support  of  such  a 
bill.  Now  what  is  needed  is  a legislature  composed  partly  of  mothers, 
representing  a constituency  of  women.  Until  we  have  this,  the  best 
interests  of  women  and  cmldren  never  will  be  properly  protected. 

The  New  York  Sun  says : 

That  women  are  wresting  from  men  the  means  of  subsistence  and  crowding 
them  out  of  places  that  are  legitimately  theirs,  is,  at  present,  the  popular  cry 
of  indigent  and  indolent  masculines.  As  if  any  woman  would  plunge  into  the 
icy  waters  of  self-support  if  there  stood  a man  on  the  brink  ready  to  hold  out 
a helping  hand  to  her.  The  latest  feminine  ventures,  however,  in  this  direction 
have  been  strictly  within  the  limits  of  woman1  s work.  Ladles,  both  in  England 
and  this  country,  who  have  been  educated  for  a different  sphere,  have  invested 
their  little  aU  in  miUlnery. 

There  are  two  points  worth  noticing  in  this  paragraph:  1st,  That 
women  are  not  rushing  into  the  hard  work  necessary  for  self-support 
altogether  from  choice,  but  because  of  the  inability  or  the  disinclina- 
tion of  the  men  of  their  family  to  support  them.  This  is,  in  a large 
measure,  true.  2d,  That  those  whom  the  writer  mentions  “are 
strictly  within  the  limits  of  woman’s  work,”  viz:  millinery.  Who 
laid  down  the  law  that  millinery  is  strictly  work?  In  every  city  in 
the  country  there  are  millinery  establishments  owned  and  managed 
by  men,  who  make  fortunes  out  of  them.  But  perhaps  the  limit  of 
tne  woman’s  share  in  the  millinery  business  is  to  sit  in  a little  back 
room  and  trim  bonnets? 

Apropos  of  this,  a young  woman  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  has  just  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  electrical  engineer,  leading  her  class  all  through 
the  course  in  the  Ohio  State  University.  She  has  taken  a position 
with  the  Westinghouse  Electrical  Company  at  Pittsburg.  In  the 
paper  which  contained  an  account  of  this  young  woman,  is  an  article 
on  the  seamstresses  of  the  country  whose  average  earnings  are  about 
50  cents  a day,  at  the  most  wearisome  occupation  in  the  world. 
Some  one  should  go  to  this  misguided  young  woman  and  convince 
her  that  she  is  out  of  her  sphere,  and  that  she  should  drop  electricity 
and  take  up  the  needle. 

The  last  legislature  in  Connecticut  gave  school  suffrage  to  women, 
and  the  papers  tell  us  they  are  registering  in  large  numbers,  in  some 
instances  walking  several  miles  in  the  rain  for  this  purpose.  The 
same  is  true  in  New  York  state.  The  women  must  go  through  with 
all  the  legal  formalities  required  of  men  and  yet  have  only  school  • 
suffrage  as  a reward.  How  many  men  would  go  to  the  trouble  of 
registering,  paying  poll  tax,  showing  tax  receipts,  etc.,  merely  for  the 
privilege  of  voting  for  school  commissioner  ? And  yet  when  women 
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do  not  tmn  out  en  masse  for  this  purpose  the  cry  is  raised.  (<0}  women 
do  not  exercise  the  suffrage  when  they  have  it.” 

At  a recent  meeting  of  Sorosis  in  New  York  one  of  the  speakers 
said  that  what  the  children  of  the  abject  poor  need  above  all  else  is 
affection.  There  is  much  truth  in  this.  The  mothers  are  over- 
worked, unhappy,  very  often  demoralized  by  drink  or  drugs,  the 
fathers  are  brutalized  by  the  wretched  lives  they  lead,  the  children 
are  regarded  as  a nuisance  and  they  know  nothing  of  the  love  and 
tenderness  that  are  lavished  upon  those  who  are  bom  into  more  for- 
tunate surroundings.  We  may  well  believe  that  their  little  hearts 
hunger  and  thirst  for  that  affection  which  ought  to  be  every  child’s 
birthright,  and  that,  if  they  could  come  under  its  influence  many  a 
one  might  be  saved  from  a life  of  shame  and  crime. 

Among  the  late  inventions  is  an  electric  door  opener  and  closer. 
The  person  does  not  have  even  to  press  the  button,  but  when  he 
steps  upon  the  door  mat  he  starts  an  electric  circuit,  the  door  swings 
open,  he  enters,  and  it  closes  behind  him.  This  invention  has  its  ad- 
vantages and  its  disadvantages.  Winter  will  be  robbed  of  half  its 
terrors  when  we  no  longer  wear  out  our  lungs  and  our  patience  on 
that  individual  who  never  shuts  a door.  On  the  other  hand,  it  will 
he  a great  boon  to  the  man  who  spends  the  evening  with  a few  friends 
and  cannot  find  the  keyhole  upon  his  return  home.  But  then,  how 
is  a wife  to  exercise  any  discipline  if  she  cannot  take  her  husband’s 
night* key  away  from  him  when  he  has  abused  its  privileges?  And 
how,  oh,  how,  is  an  explosion  to  be  prevented  if  the  husband  can 
not  rusn  out  and  slam  the  door  behind  him  when  his  wife  gets  the 
best  of  an  argument? 

The  supreme  court  of  Michigan  has  declared  unconstitutional  the 
act  of  the  last  legislature  which  gave  municipal  suffrage  to  the  women 
of  that  state.  And  so  there  will  be  all  the  hard  work  again  of  getting 
another  bill  through  both  houses;  while  the  opponents  of  the  meas- 
ure with  their  usual  logic  will  probably  quote  tnis  court  decision  as 
a proof  that  women  do  not  want  suffrage. 


OUR  CONTRIBUTORS. 


A correspondent  writes  from  West  Oakland,  Cal.,  that  a Ladies’ 

Auxiliary  nas  been  organized  there. Mrs.  W.  F.  W.,  Columbia, 

Tenn.:  Our  orders  are  imperative  not  to  print  obituary  poetry  in 
the  Woman’s  Department,  and  consequently  we  cannot  use  yours. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Harmon,  of  Centralia,  111.,  writes  that  she  had  no 

intention  of  committing  plagiarism  in  sending  to  the  July  Magazine 
the  article  entitled  ‘‘Adrift  on  the  World.”  She  saw  it  in  the  Train- 
men's Journal  and,  thinking  it  would  be  a good  article  for  the  Wo- 
man’s Department  of  the  Fibemen’s  Magazine,  copied  and  sent  it, 
not  intending  it  as  original.  The  editor  is  not  a mind  reader,  and 
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as  the  article  was  signed  with  Mrs.  Harmon’s  name,  with  nothing  to 
indicate  that  it  had  been  copied^  it  naturally  went  in  as  original. 
The  apology  is  accepted,  but  we  will  ask  our  correspondents  hereafter 

to  use  some  distinguishing  marks. Inquiries  still  continue  to  be 

sent  to  the  editor  of  this  department  as  to  the  methods  of  organ- 
izing Ladies’  Auxiliaries  to  the  B.  of  L.  F.  In  the  November  num- 
ber of  the  Magazine  will  be  found  a list  of  the  national  officers  of 
these  auxiliaries,  and  they  are  the  proper  persons  to  apply  to  for  in- 
formation.  For  several  months  the  Magazine  has  been  so  crowded 

that  it  has  been  impossible  to  publish  the  communications  that  were 
sent  in  for  this  department.  A number  of  readable  articles  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  publisher  each  month  and  we  are  assured  that 
they  will  eventually  appear.  We  have  no  space  for  communications 
that  are  dashed  off  in  a hurry,  with  the  promise  of  something  better 
next  time.  Our  correspondents  must  prepare  their  articles  carefully 
and  do  the  best  work  they  are  capaple  of,  and  we  will  try  to  find  room 

for  them. The  DolVs  Dressmaker , the  People's  Magazine,  and  other 

periodicals  to  which  our  gifted  writer,  Miss  Ida  Orrell,  was  a contrib- 
utor, contain  notices  expressing  regret  at  her  early  death.  The  Non- 
pareil, of  Cincinnati,  says : 

It  is  with  sadness  that  we  chronicle  the  death  of  one  whom  though  we  never 
had  seen,  it  seems  as  if  we  knew, — one  known  also  to  the  children  of  “ The 
Corner,”  and  one  of  the  earUest  and  most  enthusiastic  members  (indeed  the 
first  lady  applicant)  of  the  temporary  organization  of  what  is  now  known  as 
the  American  Agent’s  Association.  It  is  to  be  greatly  regretted  that  she  has 
been  cut  off  in  her  youth — in  the  days  of  her  usefulness, — for  we  believe,  had 
she  lived,  she  would  have  become  famous  both  as  an  author  and  an  agent. 


CHRISTMAS. 


Yes,  it  is  time  to  prepare  for  Christmas  giving.  It  is  such  a little  while  since 
we  penned  our  last  year’s  Christmas  greeting.  Only  twelve  short  months.  But 
they  seem  like  twelve  long,  dark,  unending  years,  stretching  out  into  an  unex- 
plored territory  into  which  aU  mankind  are  surely  journeying.  Another  Christ- 
mas, with  its  festivities  and  its  disappointments,  brings  us  a year  nearer  the 
vast  unexplored  country  to  which  so  many  of  the  human  family  in  the  past  year 
have  gone,  and  from  which  none  ever  return.  No  telegram  comes  to  tell  us  of 
their  safe  arrival.  We  do  not  go  to  the  postofflce  expecting  to  get  a letter  from 
them  telling  us  that  they  are  well  and  happy.  We  expect  no  Christmas  pres- 
ent from  them.  Neither  do  we  expect  to  send  a long-coveted  volume  of  poems, 
or  a delicate,  perfumed  bit  of  fancy  work  to  them.  Our  beloved  have  gone 
from  us,  and  all  visible  communication  has  heen  closed.  We  stand  in  our 
great  loneliness,  alone.  We  have  been  told  that  this  unexplored  land  is  a 
beautiful  city.  Much  has  been  written  about  its  wealth  and  beauty,  its  peace 
and  happiness,  but  It  does  not  comfort  us,  because  no  Stanley  has  penetrated 
this  silent,  mysterious  land  and  returned,  a living  witness  to  testify  to  the 
truth  of  the  things  written  thereof.  So  we  take  a last  lingering  look,  wipe  the 
tears  from  our  eyes,  and  turn  to  earth’s  suffering  children.  We  will  put  aside 
our  sorrow  that  we  may  make  less  dreary  some  one  else’s  Christmas  day.  For 
Christmas  in  1893  will  dawn  upon  nearly  or  quite  3,000,000  of  unemployed 
laborers.  Will  they  have  a merry  Christmas?  Some  of  them  may,  but  there 
will  be  thousands  of  homes  into  which  the  wolf  of  hunger  and  cold  will  enter. 
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He  will  devour  men,  women  and  children.  The  cry  has  already  gone  up  over 
the  land  for  bread,  bread,  and  the  tramp,  tramp  of  many  feet  tell  us  that  “Peace 
on  earth  and  good  will  to  men”  is  a farce.  Why  are  these  men  tramping, 
homeless,  on  Christmas  day,  while  others  sit  in  elegant  pews  in  churches  that 
cost  thousands,  listening  to  a grand  sermon  delivered  by  a high  salaried 
preacher?  If  these  same  tramps  were  to  tramp  into  one  of  these  refined 
churches,  what  a disturbance  it  would  create. 

Sometimes,  in  my  visions  and  dreams,  I fancy  I see  them  tramping  into 
heaven,  for  there  will  be  no  lockout  there,  for  “the  first  shall  be  last,  and  the 
last  first.”  Let  us  “do  unto  others  as  we  would  have  others  do  unto  us.” 
Deny  ourselves,  and  even  those  we  love  best,  of  unnecessary  things,  that  we 
may  have  the  more  to  give  to  the  poor.  Let  us  give  Christmas  gifts  to  those 
who  have  no  gifts  to  give,  forgetting,  for  at  least  this  one  day,  self  interest; 
put  our  own  sorrows  aside  that  some  one  else’s  may  be  lightened.  For,  in  a 
little  while,  we  shall  all  go  into  that  unknown  land  naked  and  poor,  carrying 
no  relics  of  wealth  or  position  with  us.  Then  may  no  one  be  able  to  say  to  us : 
“ In  1893,  December  25, 1 was  an  hungered  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat;  thirsty, 
and  ye  gave  me  do  drink;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  not;  sick  and  in  prison, 
and  ye  visited  me  not.” 

Ton  are  your  brother’s  keeper;  this  is  the  only  religion  that  will  survive. 
You,  my  brother,  you,  my  sister,  will  have  to  measure  up  to  it,  no  matter  of 
what  creed  or  faith  you  may  be.  Do  a generous  deed  on  Christmas  day;  go 
out  among  the  poor,  even  if  you  miss  the  Christmas  sermon.  Think  how 
many  of  these  poor  unfortunates  never  see  inside  a church;  they  are  your 
neighbor,  your  brothers  and  sisters.  Visit  them. 

Murphysboro,  III.  Mrs.  M.  Orrell. 


Sioux  City,  Ia.,  Oct.  6,  1893. 

Mrs.  A.  Harper , Indianapolis , Ind . 

Dear  Mrs.  Harpkr: — Having  received  the  Fireman’s  Magazine  for  the 
month  of  Oct.  and  on  looking  through  the  Woman’s  Dept.  I failed  to  see  two 
peices  of  poetry  I had  written  to  be  published  in  this  month’s  Magazine.  Now 
if  you  do  not  want  to  put  them  in  you  will  kindly  return  the  peices,  as  if  I 
know  anything  about  poetry  the  peices  I have  written  are  certainly  as  good  as 
some  of  the  peices  that  have  been  put  in  the  Magazine.  I have  already  sent 
you  8 peices  and  not  one  of  them  have  appeared  in  the  Magazine.  If  you  will 
please  explain  why  they  were  not  printed  I will  be  somewhat  relieved.  I do 
not  like  the  idea  of  sending  in  peices  and  never  seeing  any  of  them  in  the  Mag- 
azine. I am  entitled  to  some  space  in  the  Magazine  as  well  as  the  other 
women.  So  you  will  either  put  the  peice  entitled  Fireman  in  for  the  month  of 
November  or  return  it  and  also  about  the  peice  of  the  Cow  Boy’s  address  to 
his  sweetheart.  Mrs.  Harper,  you  will  greatly  relieve  me  if  you  did  either  of 
these  two  propositions  I have  stipulated.  Hoping  to  receive  some  explanation 
of  this  matter,  I am  Very  respectfully, 

K.  T.  M. 

P.  S. — If  you  find  these  propositions  repulsive  please  return  the  3 pieces  I 
have  sent  to  be  published  in  the  Magazine  and  rest  assured  I will  not  contrib- 
ute any  more  poetry  or  prose  to  the  Magazine.  I have  waited  long  enough 
and  decided  that  an  explanation  on  your  part  must  be  required  before  I finally 
make  up  my  mind  about  sending  any  more  matter  to  you. 

[Our  very  great  regard  for  Miss  M’s  reputation  prevented  our  publishing  her 
rhymes.  We  considered  that  we  were  doing  her  a kindness.  We  do  not  re- 
turn any  rejected  manuscript  unless  stamps  are  enclosed  for  this  purpose,  and 
as  Miss  M.  sent  none,  her  articles  were  not  preserved. — Ed.] 
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CHRISTMAS  COMES  BUT  ONCE  A TEAR. 


“ Christmas  is  coming,  Christmas  is  coming;  hoorah!” 

The  very  children  in  the  street  have  taken  up  the  cry.  Christmas  is  essen- 
tially, or  should  be,  the  glad  time  of  all  the  year;  the  time  at  least  when  all 
children  should  be  made  happy.  Yet  how  many  little,  desolate  children  will 
spend  this  day  just  as  all  other  days  of  the  year  have  been  spent.  There  will 
be  no  merry- making  for  them,  no  giving  of  gifts  and  hanging  up  of  stockings, 
no  wondering  glances  cast  at  mysterions  packages;  no  Christmas  tree;  no  child- 
ish prattle  of  “ what  do  you  want  ? ” and  “ what  is  8anta  Claus  going  to  bring 
you  ?”  Christmas  is  robbed  of  half  its  sweetness  when  we  think  of  the  chil- 
dren in  the  large  cities  who  have  never  known  a merry  Christmas.  Can  there 
be  anything  sadder  than  this  ? When  it  takes  so  little  to  make  a child  happy, 
every  child  in  this  world  ought  to  be  made  happy.  You  may  be  very  poor  and 
say  that  you  can  give  nothing.  This  may  be  true,  but  there  are  none  of  us  so 
poor  but  that  we  can  give  a kind  word  and  a pleasant  smile,  and  they  may  make 
sunshine  for  some  life  more  desolate  than  ours.  When  we  look  over  our  scant 
store  and  wonder  what  we  can  give,  we  smile — it  is  so  little — yet  we  would  like 
to  giVe  something. 

We  would  all,  I am  sure,  like  to  make  the  world  the  better  for  our  having 
lived  In  it.  Suppose  it  is  only  a picture  card,  a paper  or  a sack  of  candy;  it 
will  be  appreciated  very  much  by  some  little  one,  and  it  is  the  spirit  which 
prompts  the  giving  which  makes  the  heart  glad  more  than  the  gift  itself.  Let 
us  each  and  every  one  try  to  make  some  child  happy  on  this  day. 

Christmas  comes  but  once  a year,  and  it  brings  with  it  so  many  opportunities 
of  doing  good  that  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  them.  Though  your  gift  may 
be  small  and  you  feel  it  is  scarcely  worth  the  giving,  “ give  what  you  have;  to 
some  it  may  be  better  than  you  dare  think.” 

Murphysboro,  III.  Wilda  Chesterfield. 

[The  above  is  the  last  article  written  by  Miss  Ida  Orrell  for  the  Woman’s 
Department.  It  was  sent  this  month  by  her  mother.  Like  all  of  her  writings 
it  breathes  a spirit  of  love  and  helpfulness  for  her  fellow  creatures. — Ed.] 


ALWAYS  REMEMBER  YOUR  MOTHER. 


The  above  words  are  significant  in  themselves,  but  I ask  permission  to  ex- 
press a few  thoughts  on  this  subject. 

My  remarks  will  apply  to  all  in  general,  but  most  particularly  to  the  railroad 
boys.  Boys,  do  you  ever,  after  returning  from  a dangerous  trip,  think  of  tak- 
ing a few  moments  to  write  to  your  mother  (that  is  if  you  are  removed  from 
her)  telling  her  of  your  safety?  Does  your  mother  ever  have  to  think  those 
beautiful  though  sad  words  “ Where  is  my  boy  to-night?”  and  find  no  answer- 
ing voice  in  her  heart?  Examine  yourselves  and  see  which  answer,  yes  or  no, 
you  can  give  to  the  above  questions. 

Some  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  write  to  that  dear  parent  when  removed 
from  her  Influence,  but  it  is.  If  you  only  say  a few  words  it  will  be  enough 
for  her  to  know  that  you  remember  her  still. 

Even  though  in  taking  time  to  write  to  her  you  have  to  deprive  yourself  of 
some  pleasure,  consider  the  time  well  spent  in  thus  adding  some  joy  to  her  life. 

I sincerely  hope  my  words  may  stir  some  delinquent  heart  and  be  the  means 
of  throwing  a ray  of  light  in  someone’s  pathway. 

Greensboro,  N.  C.  Mary  B.  Tost . 
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PUBU8HBD  OW  TUB  FIRST  DiTOVKiOB  MOUTH, 
at  tbem  Hum,  1b>uil 

TERMS— OXB  DOLLAR  FttlkillKADTAIGI. 

MiiuioiiFn  AMD  KOHAveu  should  be  Address- 
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DECEMBER,  1893* 


THE  LEHIGH  VALLEY  STRIKE. 

As  we  go  to  press  the  strike  on  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railway  is  in  fnll  blast.  What  the 
outcome  will  be  is  at  this  time  a matter  of 
conjecture,  but  what  it  should  be  is  a matter 
about  which  there  is  not  a shadow  of  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  any  honest  man.  The  strike 
is  a direct  result  of  broken  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  officials  in  dealing  with  their  em- 
ployes. Agreements  made  in  good  faith, 
and  conscientiously  lived  up  to  by  the  em- 
ployes, were  flagrantly  disregarded  and  when 
redress  was  sought  In  a spirit  of  honesty 
and  fairness,  no  consideration  was  given  the 
complaint ; and  when  finally,  as  a last  resort 
the  chief  executives  of  the  several  brother- 
hoods were  called  in,  they  were  given  to  un- 
derstand by  the  officials  tbat  their  interven- 
tion woo  Id  not  be  tolerated — in  other  words, 
they  were  flatly  refused  a bearing. 

The  strike  had  its  origin  in  a series  of 
abuses  which  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  fol- 
lowing official  circular  issued  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter Sargent  under  date  of  November  18th : 

To  all  Subordinate  Lodges: 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers: — Pursuant  to 
the  requirements  of  Section  211  of  the  Con- 
stitution, you  are  hereby  officially  notified 
that  a strike  of  the  Engineers,  Conductors, 
Brakemen,  Telegraphers  and  Firemen  on  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  has  been  inaugurated 
under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Executives, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  laws  governing 
the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers, 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen,  Order 
of  Railway  Conductors,  Brotherhood  of  Rail- 
road Trainmen  and  Order  of  Railway  Tel- 
egraphers, and  by  the  authority  vested  in  me 


as  Grand  Master,  the  said  strike  is  hereby 
declared  as  having  the  sanction  and  approval 
of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen. 

The  various  Joint  Committees  of  the  above 
named  organizations  on  the  Lehigh  Valley 
system  were  duly  organized  and  proceeded 
in  the  matter  of  adjusting  the  grievances 
submitted  to  them  in  all  things  as  the  law 
directs.  They  acted  cojolntly  with  each 
other,  together  with  the  Grand  Officers  of 
the  orders  herein  named,  in  an  attempt  to 
effect  an  amicable  adjustment.  All  reason- 
able and  honest  methods  have  been  exhaust- 
ed in  endeavoring  to  accomplish  the  desired 
results,  and  having  failed,  a strike  has  been 
resorted  to  as  the  only  alternative  to  obtain 
justice  and  fair  play.  The  strike  took  effect 
at  10  o’clock  P.  M.,  Saturday,  November 
18th,  and  all  members  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Firemen  are  notified  that  under 
no  circumstances  should  4;hey  accept  a po- 
sition on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railway  during 
the  continuance  of  the  strike  and  while  the 
participants  arei  struggling  for  their  rights. 
The  strike  was  inaugurated  after  due  and 
careful  consideration  had  been  given  to  the 
questions  involved;  the  principal  grievances 
consisting  of  the  injustice  of  officials  to  in 
any  manner  recognize  or  treat  with  the  Grand 
Officers  or  committees  representing  any  of 
the  organizations  referred  to  in  this  circular, 
in  the  matter  of  grievances  of  their  mem- 
bers, said  conduct  of  the  officials  being  a 
gross  violation  of  an  agreement  recently  en- 
tered into  by  the  company  and  its  employes. 

The  matter  is  more  clearly  explained  and 
can  be  better  understood  by  a careful  read- 
ing of  the  following  correspondence : 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  6th,  1893. 
Mr.  Theodore  Voorheesy  Acting  General  Man- 
ager L.  V,  B.  B.  Co.,  Philadelphia , Pa,: 
Dear  Sir: — A committee  representing  the 
engineers,  firemen,  conductors,  trainmen  and 
telegraphers  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  System 
having  petitioned  General  Superintendent 
Wilbur  to  hear  certain  complaints,  and  being 
refused  an  audience  as  a representative  com- 
mittee by  him,  and  further  appearing  before 
you  with  substantially  the  same  result,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  rules  of  the  different  or- 
ganizations representing  your  employes  in 
train  service,  viz. : the  Brotherhood  of  Lo- 
comotive Engineers,  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Firemen,  Order  of  Railway  Conduc- 
tors, Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen,  and 
Order  of  Railway  Telegraphers,  of  which 
we  are  the  representatives,  the  matter  has 
been  placed  in  our  hands.  With  a view  to 
adjust  whatever  differences  that  may  exist 
amicably  and  continue  harmonious  relations 
as  between  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Co. 
and  its  employes  before  named,  we  would 
respectfully  request  a conference  with  you, 
in  conjunction  with  the  commtitee,  to  dis- 
cuss the  apparent  differences.  Please  ad- 
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dress  answer  to  the  undersigned  at  the  Bing- 
ham House,  City. 

Yours  truly, 

Signed  by  Grand  Officers. 

REPLY  TO  THE  ABOVE  COMMUNICATION. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  8,  1893. 
Mr.  A.  B . Toung8on , et  al. : 

Gentlemen  : — I am  In  receipt  of  your  fa- 
vor of  the  6th  and  note  contents.  I must  re- 
spect fully  decline  to  receive  you  in  reference 
to  any  matters  as  between  the  Lehigh  Valley 
employes  and  the  Company.  If  any  of  our 
employes  has  a grievance,  or  desire  to  meet 
with  our  Superintendents,  he  can  always  do 
so  accompanied  with  a friend  or  so  if  he 
wishes. 

The  Company  declines  to  receive  any  com- 
mittee because  it  cannot  know  that  such 
committee  fairly  represents  its  employes. 

The  officers  of  the  company  feel  amply 
competent  to  meet  all  differences  that  may 
arise  between  the  company  and  its  employes. 

Yours  truly, 

Theodore  Voorhees. 

Acting  GenT  Manager. 

Upon  receipt  of  answer  of  General  Mana- 
ger Voorhees,  the  following  communication 
was  addressed  to  the  members  of  the  various 
organizations: 

communication  sent  to  the  men  while 

THE  ROAD  WAS  BEING  POLLED. 

Philadelphia,  November  7th,  1893. 

To  the  Members  of  the  B.  of  L.  E.,  B . of  L . 

F.y  O.  B.  C.y  B.  B.  T.y  O.B.  T.y  Employes 

of  the  Lehigh  Valley  By.  Co . : 

Brothers: — Your  general  grievance  com- 
mittees have  been  in  session  for  several  days 
in  an  effort  to  get  an  audience  with  the  offi- 
cials of  the  company  in  order  to  have  the 
terms  of  the  agreement — made  by  Mr.  Voor- 
hees with  the  committees  last  August,  and 
which  have  not  been  complied  with — com- 
plied with.  An  audience  was  sought  with 
Mr.  Wilbur  and  were  refused,  he  (Mr.  Wil- 
bur) positively  refusing  to  meet  any  com- 
mittee. After  this  the  committee  repaired 
to  Philadelphia  and  sought  an  audience  with 
Mr.  Voorhees,  General  Manager,  and  receiv- 
ed the  same  reply,  and,  further,  that  when 
they  claimed  the  right  to  meet  him  as  per 
agreement,  he  told  them  that  the  agreement 
did  not  amount  to  the  paper  it  was  written 
on  as  it  was  a Philadelphia  & Reading  agree- 
ment, and  that  now  the  Lehigh  Valley  was  a 
distinct  line.  The  matter  was  then  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  grand  officers,  all  of  the 
organizations  being  represented  by  an  officer. 
An  interview  was  sought  on  part  of  the  grand 
officers  and  committee  with  General  Mana- 
ger Voorhees  and  he  positively  refused  to 
meet  either  the  committee  of  employes  or 
the  grand  officers  of  the  organizations,  say- 
ing that  this  was  the  position  of  the  company 


in  regard  to  this  matter  now.  Having  ex- 
hausted the  efforts  of  the  grand  officers  in  so 
far  as  our  effort  to  meet  the  management  Is 
concerned,  we  are,  in  accord  with  the  laws 
of  the  organization,  compelled  to  put  the 
'matter  again  in  the  hands  of  the  men,  and 
you  are  each  and  all  expected  to  vote  on  the 
question  of  accepting  the  conditions  which 
surround  you  or  leaving  the  service  of  the 
company  at  a given  time,  of  which  you  will 
receive  due  notice.  If  you  vote  “ No  Strike  ” 
you  will  vote  to  accept  the  conditions.  If 
you  vote  u Strike  *'  you  vote  to  strike  as  the 
only  alternative  to  force  compliance  with  a 
written  agreement  and  to  insure  yourself 
that  fair  treatment  to  which  you  are  enti- 
tled. 

Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers, 

A.  B.  Youngson,  A.  G.  C.  E. 

J.  H.  Rice,  Chairman. 

Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen, 

J.  J.  Hannah  an,  V.  G.  M. 

W.  E.  Preston,  Chairman. 

Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen, 

P.  H.  Morrissey,  1st  V.  G.  M. 

J.  E.  Dempsey,  Chairman. 

Order  of  Railway  Conductors, 

C.  H.  Wilkins,  A.  G.  C.  C. 

E.  David,  Chairman. 

Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers, 

A.  D.  Thurston,  D.  G.  C.  T. 

J.  L.  Hughes,  Chairman. 

After  receiving  the  vote  of  the  members 
on  the  system,  which  was  in  favor  of  the 
strike,  the  following  was  addressed  to  Mr. 
E.  P.  Wilbur,  President  of  the  Company: 
communication  sent  to  the  president. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  14,  1893. 
Mr.  E.  P.  Wilbur , President  L.  V.  B.  B.,  So. 

Bethlehem,  Pa. : 

Dear  Sir:— During  the  month  of  June 
and  July  a committee  of  your  employes,  rep- 
resenting the  Locomotive  Engineers,  Loco- 
motive Firemen,  Conductors,  Brakemen  and 
Telegraph  Operators,  met  Mr.  Voorhees, 
General  Manager,  and  laid  before  him  what 
was  by  them  termed  grievances  and  which 
they  asked  to  have  redressed.  They  first 
sought  an  interview  as  representatives  of 
the  various  organizations  of  which  they  are 
members,  but  on  the  request  of  the  General 
Manager  they  waived  that  feature  and  met 
him  as  a Committee  of  Employes,  and  at  the 
final  interview  an  understanding  was  reached 
and  Mr.  Voorhees  agreed  to  post  on  Bulletin 
Board  what  he  had  agreed  to  give  them. 
While  this  was  done  in  part,  the  Bulletin 
was  posted,  it  did  not  contain  all  that  was 
agreed  to  and  that  which  was  posted  has  not 
been  carried  out  and  consequently  the  men 
feel  that  they  have  a just  cause  for  com- 
plaint. This  being  the  general  feeling  the 
Committee  were  instructed  to  endeavor  to 
see  if  the  Bulletin  could  not  be  lived  up  to. 
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The  Committee  repaired  to  Bethlehem  and 
sought  an  interview  with  Gen.  Supt.  Wilbur 
and  it  need  not  be  added  that  the  position 
taken  by  him  inrefusing  to  meet  any  Com- 
mittee of  Employes  was  surprising  to  the 
men;  there  was  no  other  course  to  pursue 
except  to  go  to  Philadelphia  and  see  if  Mr. 
Voorhees  would  adjust  the  matter.  They 
accordingly  went  to  Philadelphia  and  sought 
an  interview  with  Gen’l  Manager  Voorhees 
and  were  still  further  surprised  to  find  that 
he  took  the  same  position  as  that  by  Mr. 
Wilbur,  Gen’l  Supt.  The  surprise  was  much 
greater  in  the  latter  case  than  in  the  former 
because  of  the  fact  that  at  the  time  the  Com- 
mittee met  him  in  July  he  particularly  in- 
vited them  to  come  to  him  at  any  time  when 
they  felt  they  were  not  being  treated  as  they 
should  be.  This  change  of  front  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Voorhees  is  unaccountable  and  the 
men,  feeling  that  they  have  acted  honorably 
all  through  this  matter* and  having  exerted 
all  their  efforts  to  have  the  matter  adjusted, 
called  upon  the  Grand  Officers  of  their  or- 
ganizations to  come  to  their  aid  The  Grand 
Officers  answered  their  call  and  endeavored 
to  obtain  an  interview  with  the  General  Man- 
ager and  were  refused.  The  matter  in  its 
entirety  was  reported  back  to  the  men  and  in 
accord  with  the  law  of  the  organizations  of 
which  they  are  members  and  in  order  to  get 
the  correct  feeling  of  the  men  they  are  re- 
quired to  vote  on  accepting  the  conditions 
which  prevail  or  leaving  the  service  of  the 
Company.  We  are  in  possession  of  the  feel- 
ings of  the  men  by  their  own  expression  over 
their  signatures  and  in  order  to  show  that 
all  reasonable  steps  have  been  taken  to  ami- 
cably adjust  the  differences  which  exist  and 
to  continue  the  friendly  relations  which  have 
heretofore  existed,  we  make  a Anal  appeal  to 
you,  as  the  President  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Ry.  Co.,  to  grant  us  an  interview,  at  your 
convenience,  for  the  purpose,  if  possible, 
of  taking  up  their  differences  for  adjustment. 

Trusting  that  you  will  see  the  justice  of 
and  grant  our  request,  we  remain, 

Yours  respectfully, 

Signed  by  the  Grand  Officers. 

Address  reply  to  Bingham  House,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Mr.  Wilbur,  In  his  reply  to  the  foregoing, 
sustained  the  position  taken  by  General  Man- 
ager Voorhees,  and  refused  to  treat  with  the 
Grand  Officers  as  representatives  of  the  men, 
and  there  was  no  alternative  bnt  to  approve 
of  the  withdrawal  of  the  men  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  company,  they  having  by  their 
votes  protested  against  a further  continuance 
in  the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Company  under 
the  conditions  confronting  them. 

On  account  of  the  numerous  calls  from 
different  parts  of  the  country  at  the  time  we 
were  called  to  Bethlehem,  we  were  compelled 
to  call  upon  Vice  Grand  Master  Hannahan 
to  take  up  the  Lehigh  Valley  trouble,  and 


with  his  usual  promptness  he  responded  and 
immediately  repaired  to  the  scene  of  the 
trouble.  Bro.  Hannahan  has  been  given  ex- 
clusive jurlsdisction,  so  far  as  our  order  is 
concerned,  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
strike,  and  he  will  continue  to  have  full 
charge  of  the  same.  Whatever  is  done  by 
him  will  meet  with  my  approval. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter  receiv- 
ed from  Bro.  Hannahan  which  is  of  interest 
to  our  members  in  explaining  the  situation : 
F.  F.  Sargent : 

Dear  8ib  and  Brother:— In  compliance 
with  your  request  of  several  days  ago  I met 
with  the  Protective  Board  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Ry.,  and  met  in  general  meeting  with 
the  Protective  Boards  of  the  various  organ- 
izations. 

From  the  enclosed  correspondence  you 
will  readily  see  that  all  has  been  done  that 
we  could  possibly  do  to  secure  an  interview. 

I had  hoped  that  ere  this  I could  have  no- 
tified you  that  all  trouble  had  been  satisfac- 
torily adjusted.  The  general  officers  of  the 
Lehigh  Ry.  have  shown  no  disposition  to 
bring  the  matter  to  a close  by  replying 
promptly,  and  have  kept  us  waiting  and  in 
suspense.  We  are  now  awaiting  an  answer 
from  Mr.  Wilbur,  the  President,  and  expect 
to  hear  from  him  to-day. 

The  road  has  been  polled,  and  of  the  457 
members  of  our  organization,  425  have  voted 
to  go  out.  Wilkinson  has  secured  almost  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  members  of  the  train- 
men, and  two-thirds  of  the  conductors  and 
telegraphers  have  voted  to  strike.  Young- 
son  has  not  received  a majority  vote  of  his 
men,  and  at  this  time  is  waiting  to  hear  re- 
ply to  messages  sent.  If  he  can  secure  a 
majority  vote  he  will  sanction  a strike,  and 
if  such  is  the  case,  in  twenty-four  hours  from 
now,  unless  the  rail  way  officials  recede  from 
the  positions  taken,  the  men  will  be  called 
out.  In  the  meantime  I shall  keep  you  in- 
formed as  to  what  transpires. 

Yours  fraternally, 

. J.  J.  Hannahan. 

The  strike  is  now  on  and  it  is  without  a 
doubt  the  most  Important  conflict  in  which 
our  order  as  well  as  the  others  interested  has 
ever  been  engaged.  Everything  depends 
upon  the  result.  The  issue  has  been  square- 
ly made.  We  cannot  afford  to  be  beaten. 
Surely  no  one  can  fail  to  understand  the  at- 
titude of  the  corporation.  The  annihilation 
of  organized  labor  is  their  aim.  The  battle 
is  one  in  which  every  man  in  the  ranks  of 
labor  is  vitally  interested.  The  reputation 
of  the  various  orders  as  well  as  the  indi- 
vidual interests  of  many  hundreds  of  their 
loyal  members  is  at  stake.  We  must  be  vic- 
torious. The  conflict  is  against  oppression 
and  in  the  interest  of  right  and  justice,  and 
the  unstinted  support  (moral  and  otherwise) 
of  every  member  of  our  order  should  be 
freely  given  to  the  participants.  We  there- 
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fore  appeal  to  every  member  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Firemen  to  assist  to 
the  fullest  extent  of  his  ability,  in  every  hon- 
orable manner,  the  men  now  engaged  in  the 
battle  which,  if  lost,  will  not  only  have  a de- 
moralizing influence  throughout  the  country, 
but  may  perhaps,  in  view  of  existing  condi- 
tions, endanger  the  life  of  organized  labor. 
Let  our  motto  be  to  triumph  and  in  every 
conceivable  manner  prove  our  loyalty  to  our 
brothers  who  are  now  struggling  to  maintain 
the  cause  of  right  and  justice. 

Tours  fraternally, 

F.  P.  Sargent, 
Grand  Master. 

F.  W.  Arnold,  G.  S.  and  T. 

The  foregoing  statement  was  supplement- 
ed by  another  circular  issued  by  the  Grand 
Master,  under  date  of  November  25tb,  as 
follows : 

To  all  Subordinate  Lodges: 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers  : — For  the  pur- 
pose of  advising  you  as  to  the  present  situ- 
ation on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  I cause 
this  circular  to  be  issued  and  hope  that  you 
will  And  that  jou  are  justified  in  pronounc- 
ing a verdict  of  approval  upon  the  action 
taken  by  the  employes  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railway  in  resenting  the  Insults  heaped  upon 
them  by  the  refusal  of  the  officials  of  that 
corporation  to  receive  and  treat  with  such 
representatives  of  the  employes  as  had  been 
selected  by  them  as  committees  to  present 
their  grievances  for  consideration,  the  same 
as  has  been  practiced  during  the  many  years 
that  these  organizations  have  been  in  exist- 
ence. 

While  we  all  deplore  the  necessity  of  a 
conflict  with  our  employers  and  especially  at 
times  like  these  when  there  is  a general  de- 
pression of  business  throughout  the  country, 
and  a large  number  of  men  forced  into  idle- 
ness on  this  account,  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
there  is  in  this  instance  a principle  which 
we,  as  representatives  of  organized  labor, 
and  those  who  are  members  thereof,  are  in 
duty  bound  to  respect,  and  when  a railway 
corporation  in  this  day  and  generation  defies 
their  employes  who  are  members  of  organi- 
zations by  refusing  to  meet  and  treat  with 
men  whose  reputation  for  fair  dealing  is  be- 
yond question,  especially  when  these  gentle- 
men request  an  inteiview  after  tbe  corpora- 
tion has  positively  and  emphatically  refused 
to  meet  its  employes  in  any  manner,  then  it 
becomes  time  for  every  member  of  organized 
labor  who  is  true  to  his  obligation  and  who 
believes  in  justice,  to  assert  his  manhood, 
regardless  of  what  may  be  tbe  outcome. 

We  know  from  the  editorials  in  many  of 
the  leading  papers  that  this  strike  is  looked 
upon  as  a very  foolish  act  on  the  part  of  the 
organizations.  We  have  yet  failed  to  ob- 
serve any  criticism  passed  upon  the  corpora- 
tion, which  is  evidence  that  corporations 


have  the  sympathy  at  all  times  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  press,  no  matter  what  the  circum- 
stances which  lead  up  to  these  conflicts  may 
be.  At  the  same  time  we  believe  that  every 
member  of  these  brotherhoods  who  are  en- 
gaged in  this  conflict  will  heartily  endorse 
the  action  that  has  been  taken  by  the  Lehigh 
Valley  employes,  as  well  as  the  executive 
officers  who  are  in  direct  touch  with  the 
members  engaged  in  this  conflict,  and  that 
they  will  put  forth  every  effort  that  is  hon- 
orable and  upright  to  assist  them  in  con- 
vincing the  railroad  corporation  that  their 
position  is  unfair  and  unwarranted,  and  that 
they  will  be  compelled  to  acknowledge  their 
mistake  and  listen  to  the  requests  of  their 
employes  when  presented  through  commit- 
tees or  otherwise. 

From  the  information  which  we  have  re- 
ceived up  to  the  present  time  the  situation 
is  very  encouraging,  and  while  the  company 
is  obtaining  some  men  who  are  willing  to 
accept  the  places  of  those  who  have  quit 
rather  than  submit  to  the  gross  injustice  put 
upon  them  by  the  company,  we  learn  from 
reliable  sources  that  these  men  are  not  suc- 
cessfully handling  the  company’s  business, 
and  that,  notwithstanding  the  newspaper  re- 
ports, there  is  nothing  to  discourage  the  men 
who  are  fighting  for  their  rights,  or  the  Grand 
Officers  who  are  directing  tbe  conflict.  We 
hope  to  have  more  encouraging  news  to  send 
you  within  a few  hours  than  at  the  time  of 
the  issuing  of  this  circular.  Our  worthy 
Vice  Grand  Master  is  on  the  ground  watch- 
ing carefully  each  point,  and  will  leave 
nothing  undone  to  achieve  a victory.  There 
has  gone  to  his  assistance  our  worthy  Grand 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  who  will  be  in  a 
position  to  aid  our  Bro.  Hannahan  in  any 
way  that  he  can,  while  it  will  be  my  purpose, 
as  soon  as  I can  be  released  from  present 
engagements,  to  render  all  the  assistance  in 
my  power,  subject  to  such  instructions  and 
suggestions  as  I may  receive  from  Bro.  Han- 
nahan. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  trouble  I placed 
tbe  matter  in  the  hands  of  our  Vice  Grand 
Master,  having  the  utmost  confidence  in  him 
as  an  associate,  knowing  that  he  would  faith- 
fully discharge  his  duties  in  every  respect, 
and  he  will  remain  in  charge  of  the  matter 
until  the  end.  At  the  same  time,  he  under- 
stands that  I am  ready  and  anxious  to  give 
him  all  the  assistance  possible,  and  we  hope 
through  the  united  efforts  of  the  executive 
officers  of  the  several  organizations  and  the 
loyalty  of  the  men  who  have  seen  fit  to  sac- 
rifice their  situations  at  this  critical  period, 
with  the  en<  ouragement  and  financial  sup- 
port which  will  be  accorded  us  from  every 
member  of  our  order,  no  matter  where  he 
may  be  located,  to  soon  be  able  to  record  a 
victory  for  organized  labor  in  the  section  of 
the  country  where  in  years  past  there  has 
been  as  little  consideration  shown  for  labor- 
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ing  men  on  the  part  of  corporations  as  in  any 
section  of  the  universe.  While  we  have  or- 
ganized many  thriving  lodges  and  have  faith- 
ful members  throughout  the  entire  section 
of  the  country  where  this  struggle  is  now 
going  on,  there  has  always  been  manifest  on 
the  part  of  the  corporations  a desire  to  Ignore 
any  movement  which  might  lor>k  like  the 
work  of  organization  and  to  dodge  any  re- 
sponsibility which  might  represent  them  as 
treating  with  and  respecting  the  organiza- 
tions of  which  their  employes  were  members. 
While  this  does  not  apply  to  all  the  corpor- 
ations in  the  eastern  section  of  the  country, 
It  does  to  the  majority;  therefore,  we  believe 
that  this  struggle  is  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant that  organized  labor  has  ever  engaged 
in,  and  with  the  united  efforts  that  are 
being  put  forth  on  the  part  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Engineers,  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Firemen,  Order  of  Rail- 
way Conductors,  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Trainmen,  Order  of  Railway  Telegraphers, 
and  the  encouragement  that  is  being  received 
on  every  hand  from  members  of  other  organ- 
izations not  directly  implicated  in  this  flghi, 
we  feel  safe  in  asserting  that  good  results 
will  certainly  follow  the  action  taken  by  our 
membership  at  this  time  who  are  employed 
by  the  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.  We  hope  our 
membership  will  take  that  interest  in  this 
trouble  to  cause  communications  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  several  lodges  located  along 
the  line  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  containing 
words  of  encouragement,  and  that  our 
members  iu  their  investigations  into  the 
causes  which  have  led  up  to  this  contro- 
versy will  be  satisfied  with  the  action  that 
has  been  taken,  and  that  it  will  have  their 
unanimous  approval  and  endorsement. 

Since  Special  Circular  No.  1 was  issued, 
we  have  been  favored  with  a further  com- 
munication from  our  Vice  Grand  Master, 
Bro.  Hannahan,  and  it  but  verifies  the  state- 
ment made  in  our  first  circular,  that  the 
cause  of  this  conflict  was  the  positive  refusal 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railway  to  recognize  their  employes 
as  entitled  to  a hearing  through  a commit- 
tee which  they  might  select,  as  well  as  to  re- 
fuse to  recognize  or  give  a hearing  to  the 
representatives  of  the  several  organizations 
called  in  the  interests  of  the  employes  and  in 
accordance  with  the  laws  of  our  organiza- 
tion. This  is  evidence  of  two  points  at  Is- 
sue; one,  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  corporation  to  meet  a com- 
mittee representing  its  employes;  second,  a 
positive  refusal  on  their  part  to  accord  a 
hearing  to  the  grand  officers  of  these  organ- 
izations in  behalf  of  their  employes. 

That  oar  membership  may  m ire  fully  real- 
ize the  true  situation,  I introduce  into  this 
circular  extracts  from  reports  published  by 
the  general  committee,  which  are  approved 
by  the  grand  officers.  This  report  was 


given  out  after  the  strike  was  inaugurated 
by  the  grand  officers  and  fully  sets  forth  the 
causes  which  have  led  up  to  thisunpleasant 
situation : 

“ A great  deal  has  been  6aid  through  the  press  in 
regard  to  matters  of  difference  between  (he  Lehigh 
Valley  Bailway  Company  and  its  employes,  and  it 
seems  prudent  that  a fair  statement  of  the  em- 
plo\  as*  side  should  be  made  to  the  public. 

Oaring  the  months  of  June  and  July  a committee 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  Beading  Railway  employes, 
embracing  the  Lehigh  Valley  as  a leased  line,  de- 
sired to  present  to  the  management  a list  of  the 
grievances  and  ask  that  they  be  adjusted. 

An  audience  was  sought  with  General  Manager 
Voorhees,  and  as  they  were  seeking  to  meet  him  as 
the  representatives  of  the  various  organizations  to 
which  the  employes  belong,  he  refused  to  meet 
them  at  that  time. 

The  officers  of  the  organizations  were  sent  for 
and  came  to  Philadelphia  and  met  the  committee 
and  learned  of  the  objection  raised  by  the  manage- 
ment and  advised  the  men  to  meet  him  as  em- 
ployes. The  question  was  then  raised  by  Mr.  Voor- 
nees  that  he  would  not  meet  the  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  employes,  but  that  they  must  go  to  Mr. 
8weigard,  General  Superintendent,  ana  that  he 
(Mr.  Voorhees)  would  meet  the  Lehigh  Valley  em- 

E loves.  This  was  done,  and  dnring  the  conference 
i July  an  agreement  was  reached  and  Mr.  Voorhees 
agreed  to  post  the  same  on  the  bulletin  board.  A 
bulletin  order  over  his  signature  was  posted  but  it 
did  not  embrace  all  that  was  agreed  upon  at  the 
conference. 

Nothing  was  done  other  than  to  take  the  matter 
up  by  letter  with  Mr.  Voorhees.  and  he  replied  to 
these  letters.  This  occurred  after  the  abrogation 
of  the  lease,  and  his  reply  was  of  that  nature  that 
showed,  beyond  doubts,  that  the  agreement  was 
recognized  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  management 
The  men  did  nothing  further  until  it  was  demon- 
strated that  what  had  been  posted  was  not  being 
carried  out,  when  they  sought  to  take  the  matter 
up  and  ascertain  if  it  was  or  any  value  to  the  men. 
They  were  not  prepared  to  meet  with  a refusal  on 
the  part  of  General  Superintendent  Wilbur,  and 
were  much  surprised  to  learn  that  he  would  not 
meet  any  committee,  and  when  the  same  position 
was  maintained  by  Mr.  Voorhees  and  President 
Wilbur,  they  realized  that  a gulf  lay  between  the 
company  and  its  employes. 

Mr.  Voorhees  is  quoted  as  saying ( that  he  had  not 
been  waited  upon  by  the  employes  of  the  Com- 
pany, but  was  ready  to  hear  what  they  had  to  say 
at  any  time.'  And  we  believe  that  Mr.  Voorhees 
personally  would  be  glad  to  meet  and  treat  with  a 
committee  of  employes,  but  that  those  higher  in 
authority  will  not  permit  him  to  do  so. 

However  this  may  be,  one  thing  is  certain  a com- 
mittee of  employes  have  sought  an  andienoe  with 
him  and  he  has  refused  to  meet  them  saying  that  he 
could  not  know  that  they  represented  the  men:  or, 
using  his  own  language:  “ The  Company  declines 
to  receive  any  committee  because  it  cannot  know 
that  such  committee  fairly  represents  its  em- 
ployes.” Why  may  the  Oouyiany  not  get  that  in- 
formation now  as  well  as  in  July  last  ? If  it  did  not 
have  the  information  then  why  raise  the  question 
now  more  than  then  ? 

The  facts  are  that  all  conferences  sought  by  the 
men  themselves  were  sought  as  employes  ana  the 
question  of  organization  did  not  enter  into  the  mat- 
ter until  they  (the  employes)  had  been  refused  an 
audience.  This  was  only  in  furtherance  of  the  ex- 
pression of  the  company  through  Mr.  Voorhees,  in 
a letter  under  date  of  June  7, 1893,  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extract  : 

* I regret  to  say  that  I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  meet 
with  your  committee  as  representatives  of  the  B.  L. 
E.,  B.  L.  F.,  O.  R.  0.,  B.  R.  T.  and  O.  R.  T.,  in  any 
matters  as  between  the  employes  of  this  company 
and  the  management.  If  you  come  as  a committee 
from  our  employes  and  present  any  schedule  or 
paper  in  reference  to  any  matter  concerning  which 
our  employes  are  interested,  so  far  as  regards  the 
Lehigh  Valley  lines,  I shall  be  pleased  to  see  you  in 
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person/  Only  when  a committee  of  employes  failed 
to  get  an  audience  with  Mr.  Voorhees  did  the  or- 
ganisations come  into  the  matter. 

The  question  has  also  been  raised  by  the  Presi- 
dent that  the  agreement  made  by  the  General 
ade  o 


Manager  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  Philadelphia 
and  Beading  R.  R.,  and  all  conferences  were  neld 
with  officials  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Com- 
pany. 4 And  while  this  is  true  it  is  also  true  that 
from  the  extract  from  the  letter  of  June  7,  printed 
above,  the  men  had  every  right  to  believe  that  it 
was  made  with  Lehigh  Valley  employes  and  that 
the  abrogation  of  the  lease  between  the  Reading 
and  Lehigh  Valley  would  in  no  way  effect  the  agree- 
ment. 

It  has  been  6tated  in  the  papers  that  in  an  inter- 
view with  the  officials  of  toe  Company  about  the 
time  of  the  abrogation  of  the  lease  that  the  agree- 
ment would  not  be  affected  thereby.  Of  course,  we 
have  no  means  of  knowing  how  much  of  truth  the 
statement  contains.  We  no  know,  however,  that  a 
letter  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Voorhees,  acting  Gen- 
eral Manager,  Lehigh  Valley  R&iboad  Company, 
under  date  of  August  28, 1893,  emanating  from  the 
committee,  and  the  reply  of  Mr.  Voorhees  thereto 
removed  all  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  men  as  to 
the  agreement  being  recognized  by  the  officials  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Company. 

There  nas  been  nothing  left  undone  to  get  an  op- 
portunity to  place  this  matter  properly  before  the 
Lehigh  Valley  management  on  part  of  the  men,  and 
they  feel  that  the  justice  of  their  cause  will  be 
recognized  by  all  fair  minded  persons.  That  they 
have  not  acted  hastily  is  true,  as  evidenced  by  the 
time  consumed  in  trying  to  meet  the  officials. 

The  position  of  the  company  is  one  which  the  men 
do  not  believe  the  facts  will  bear  out  and  make 
tenable.  It  is  one  which  is  original,  to  say  the  least, 
and  is  very  peculiar  in  view  or  the  facts  that  when 
the  committee  met  Mr.  Voorhees  and  settled  the 
differences  in  July,  the  best  of  feeling  seemed  to 
prevail,  and  so  far  as  the  men  were  concerned, 
while  not  being  perfectly  satisfied,  they  were  at 
lea*t  content  with  what  they  received  at  that  time ; 
and  especially  so  when  assured  by  Mr.  Voorhees 
that  he  would  be  glad  to  meet  the  committee  at  any 
time  and  invited  them  to  come  to  him  whenever 
they  felt  that  they  were  aggrieved. 

The  complete  change  of  front  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Voorhees  is  not,  in  the  minds  of  the  men,  accounted 
for  in  any  other  way  and  by  the  fact  that  higher 
authority  has  decreed  that  it  should  not  be,  and 
when  the  company  presume  to  charge  the  men 
with  standing  on  their  dignity  they  would  better 
look  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  men  and  see 
if  they  cannot  discover  an  opportunity  for  a coun- 
ter-charge of  like  character/^ 

We  also  introduce  at  this  time  the  reply  to 
the  letter  sent  to  President  Wilbur  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  inst.,  which  was  signed 
by  the  grand  officers  and  in  which  they  ap- 
peal to  him  for  justice. 

Metiers  A . B.  Toungton  and  Others , Bingham  House, 
Philadelphia , Pa.; 

Gentlemen  : I am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
14th  inst.  which  was  handed  me  by  messenger  as  I 
ws6  leaving  Philadelphia  for  New  Vork  by  the  12 
•’clock  train  on  Wednesday. 

The  interviews  referred  to  as  having  been  bad 
during  June  and  July  last,  were  with  officers  of  the 
Philadelphia  & Reading  Railway  company,  which, 
at  that  time  was  lessee  of  our  road. 

The  policy  of  the  management  of  the  Lehigh  Val- 
ley Railroad  company  has  always  been  to  deal  di- 
rectly and  only  with  its  employes.  I am  familiar 
with  the  replies  made  by  the  General  Superintend- 
ent and  Acting  General  Manager  to  applications 
for  interviews ; they  meet  my  approval  and  are  here- 
by confirmed.  Yours  truly, 

E.  P.  Wilbur,  President. 

We  herewith  introduce  a copy  of  the  let- 
ter written  on  the  13th  lost,  by  our  worthy 
Vice  Grand  Master,  which  Is  further  evi- 


I 


dence  of  the  attitude  taken  by  the 
Valley  Railway  corporation : 

Bingham  Hocm, 

Phtladrlfaia,  November  Btk.  , 
Dear  Brother  Sargent  : inetowi 
find  the  reply  to  the  letter  sent  PmwffiE 
which  needs  no  explanation  oa  ay  p* 

The  officials  positively  refused  to* 
a committee  representing  em  the  ft, 
would  meet  their  men  as  iMtrridaab  i 
other  way. 

Mr.  Vorhees  told  the  committee  that  ths  gpUM 
raent  or  schedule  given  them  last  iyrtaf  easaffi 
worth  the  paper  it  was  written  on. 

Our  men  requested  that  he  hear  then  i 
mittee  representing  his  employes 
committee  representing  orgmaisatka 
that  he  would  meet  no  committee  of  say  I 
if  they  had  grelvances  they  must  bo  ] 
the  individuals  aggreivecL 
I mailed  you  yesterday  what  tmaspfrsd  i 

firesent;  will  send  yon  a clippiaf  i — ^ 
etter  sent  out  tor  publication. 

The  action  taken  has  been  on  account  of  f 
panys  failure  to  keep  its  agreement  with  th 
and  a refusal  to  listen  or  receive  them  1 
desire  any  forth er  statement  oa  aj  pet  i 
wire  me  and  I will  send  you  all  iafermataal 
1 have  Just  received  information  from  el  ] 
on  the  system  and  the  tie  np  is  com  ‘ 
day  I will  wire  you  information.  I ca 
present  what  the  outlook  is  as  all 
communication  is  completely  shnt  off. 

Buffalo.  If  you  have  any  advice  to  ol 
glad  to  hear  from  you.  Trusting  that  1 cm 
you  good  news  soon, 

I am  hastily  yoors. 

J.J.1 

I have  just  received  the  followiagt 
from  Vice  Grand  Master 
contains  news  of  an  encouraging  i 
“Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Haven 
Conditions  more  encouraging  this  i 
at  any  time.  May  bo  able  to  wire  good  l 
evening.  Wilbur  has  interview  with  (fee  i 
ed  and  united  Press  reporters,  expressed 
ness  to  meet  committees  separated,  bet  net  f 

In  conclusion  we  desire  to  aay 
membership  can  rest  assured  that  ssflkg 
will  be  left  undone  to  achieve  a fkMfflt 
organized  labor  and  for  employe*,  miW 
of  our  organization,  who  have  fahkfiflyffi^ 
charged  their  duties  toward  their  onpi 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Railway  coipocadm^ffi* 
years,  and  commending  the  entire  i 
your  careful  consideration  and 
in  every  possible  way  you  will  lend  < 
agement  and  aid  to  our  brothers,  Hffilf, 
Yours  fraternally,  jk.' 

F.  P.  S ARGEIT,  f j. 

Grand  Mart*  If 

F.  W.  Arnold,  G.  8.  and  T. 

Since  the  above  circular 
Grand  Master  Haonaban,  who  had  < 
the  strike,  on  the  part  of  firemen,  treat 
ginning,  has  been  called  home  by  thci 
illness  of  bis  little  daughter, 

Master  Sargent,  assisted  by  Grand  i 
Arnold,  have  gone  to  the  front  and  i 
in  command  of  the  forces  and  gtvfcfj 
personal  attention  to  the  prosecitiaar 
contest  It  is  proper  to  say  that  so  f 
wise  leadership,  prudent 
abating  watchfulness  are  < 
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terests  of  the  firemen  will  be  sacredly  guard- 
ed. It  is  universally  conceded  that  Vice  Grand 
Master  Hannahan,  while  in  charge,  dsplayed 
rare  skill  and  diplomacy  in  the  negotiations 
between  the  committees  and  the  officials, 
and  that  he  worked  and  watched  with  un- 
ceasing vigil  until  by  the  misfortnne  of  ill- 
ness in  his  family  he  was  called  from  the 
scene  of  action.  Nor  will  there  be  any 
abatement  of  care  or  fidelity  in  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs  with  Grand  Master  Sargent 
and  Grand  Secretary  Arnold  as  the  com- 
manding officers.  Both  are  leaders  of  wide 
and  varied  experience,  and  will  be  on  the 
alert  lor  every  opportunity  to  prosecute  the 
strike  to  a successful  issue. 

We  regret  that  the  lateness  in  the  month 
and  the  lack  of  space  remaining  prevent  us 
from  going  more  fully  into  the  details  of  the 
strike  which  must  be  regarded  as  a conflict 
in  which  jffinclples  of  vital  and  far  reaching 
consequence  are  involved.  The  strike  was 
not  precipitately  Inaugurated,  there  was  no 
undue  haste;  on  the  contrary,  the  grand 
officers  and  committees  of  the  five  great  or- 
ganizations involved  proceeded  with  caution 
and  deliberation,  they  carefully  examined 
the  ground  step  by  step,  and  made  sure  of 
every  position  before  it  was  taken,  and  only 
when  they  found  that  a deaf  ear  was  turned 
to  every  appeal  for  redress,  that  their  or- 
ganizations were  ignored  and  treated  with 
disdain  and  contempt,  and  that  to  submit  to 
such  outrages  meant  degradation  and  en- 
slavement of  the  employes  and  the  practical 
annihilation  of  their  organizations,  it  was 
only  tben,  as  a last  resort,  that  they  mar- 
shalled their  forces  and  resolved  to  resist  by 
the  power  of  the  strike,  such  infamous  en- 
croachments upon  their  rights.  To  have 
done  otherwise  would  have  been  a confes- 
sion of  craven  cowardice  which  would  have 
brought  odium  upon  all  organizations  and 
subjected  the  employes  to  still  further  pen- 
alties, the  effect  of  which  would  have  re- 
duced them  to  the  condition  of  chattel 
slavery. 

There  are  five  organizations,  viz. : the  en- 
gineers, firemen,  conductors,  trainmen  and 
telegraphers,  embracing  in  all  about  2,000 
employes,  involved  in  the  strike.  The  reports 
from  the  scene  of  action  warrant  the  state- 
ment that  a braver  body  of  men  never  made 
battle  against  the  oppression  of  corporate 
capital.  They  deserve  and  should  receive 
the  hearty  support  of  all  organized  labor. 
They  are  contending  for  a principle,  the  sur- 
render of  which  means  submission  to  condi- 
tions the  contemplation  of  which  should 
bring  the  blush  of  shame  to  every  sovereign 
American  citizen. 

The  officials  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railway, 
by  their  autocratic  policy,  a policy  of  slavish 
subjugation  which  put  out  all  the  lodge  fires 
on  the  Reading  system,  merit  the  scorn  and 
contempt  of  all  decent  men.  If  they  had  the 


conscience  of  a cobra,  the  contemplation  of 
their  devilish  designs,  black  as  starless 
night,  would  drive  them  to  insanity.  But 
they  have  none  of  the  “ milk  of  human  kind- 
ness ” in  their  heartless  breasts.  Their  em- 
ployes are  by  them  regarded  as  their  chat- 
tels, a part  of  the  rolling  stock  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  with  such  conceptions  of  their 
relations  to  their  employes,  they  do  not  scru- 
ple to  employ  any  method  that  their  craven 
instincts  may  suggest,  to  sink  them  to  un- 
fathomable depths  of  degradation. 

In  the  presence  of  such  a conflict,  what  is 
the  duty  of  organized  labor?  There  can  be 
but  one  answer  to  the  interrogatory,  Stand 
by  the  strikers  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  until 
the  contest  is  fought  and  won.  There  must 
be  no  wavering  in  this  supreme  hour.  All 
differences  between  individuals  and  organ- 
izations must  be  burled  deep  out  of  sight. 
The  valiant  brethren  on  the  Lehigh  Valley 
are  defending  a principle  sarred  to  all  or- 
ganizations of  workingmen  and  all  of  them, 
without  reference  to  class  or  occupation, 
should  hasten  to  the  rescue  and  aid  them  by 
all  the  means  at  their  command  in  achieving 
a victory  over  a corporation  that  is  seeking 
to  Russianize  the  workingmen  of  Free 
America. 


TRAINMEN’S  CONVENTION. 


The  first  biennial  convention  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen  was  held 
at  Boston,  Mass.,  beginning  October  15th, 
the  delegation  representing  585  lodges.  Ad- 
dresses were  delivered  by  Governor  Russell, 
Acting  Mayor  Lee,  Edward  Moseley,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Commis- 
sion, L.  8.  Coffin,  ex-Railroad  Commissioner 
of  Iowa,  and  other  gentlemen  of  wide  repu- 
tation. In  calling  the  convention  to  order 
Vice  Grand  Master  Morrissey,  in  the  course 
of  his  address,  said : 

When  two  years  ago,  in  a far  western  city,  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen  decided  to  hold 
its  next  meeting  in  the  city  of  Boston,  it  was 
deemed  a particularly  fitting  place  for  such  a gath- 
ering, for  we  felt  that  had  we  any  complaints  to 
make  of  unfair  practices  or  encroachments  upon 
oar  personal  liberties,  that  nowhere  could  we  ex- 
pect more  sympathetic  listeners  or  substantial  as- 
sistance than  from  the  people  of  the  Old  Bay  State, 
the  first  to  draw  the  swora  to  resist  oppression,  or 
from  those  who  dwell  on  the  green  hills  of  New 
England,  where  the  first  battles  for  constitutional 
liberty  were  fought.  From  every  state  and  terri- 
tory in  the  American  Union,  and  from  every  prov- 
ince and  territory  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
where  the  sound  of  the  locomotive  whistle  is  heard, 
from  lands  of  snow  and  lands  of  sun,  there  have 
journeyed  to  your  beautiful  and  histone  city  at 
this  time  the  representatives  of  an  intelligent  and 

Ejwerfol  organization  of  railroad  workingmen,  the 
rotherhooa  of  Railroad  Trainmen.  It  is  no  idle 
purpose  that  attracts  them  thus,  but  on  the  con- 
trary a st*rn  mission  of  duty.  They  have  come  to 
mingle  their  minds,  to  counsel  together  and  adopt 
such  rules  and  methods  as  will  tend  to  strengthen 
their  organization  and  widen  its  sphere  of  useful- 
ness, and  to  discuss  plans  whereby  they  can  more 
practically  assist  each  other. 


In  bis  address  to  the  convention,  Grand 
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Master  Wilkinson,  among  other  things, 
said: 

In  the  year  1883,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  a 
few  switchmen  came  together  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a mutual  organization,  to  pay  a small 
sum  of  money  weekly  in  case  of  sickness  or  disa- 
bility, to  care  for  each  other.  When  they  had 
formed  this  association  they  wanted  company,  and 
they  wandered  over  to  Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  and  invited 
the  men  of  that  city  to  become  partners  in  the 
work.  The  men  at  Oneonta,  after  considering  the 
matter,  concluded  that  they  could  improve  on  the 
Albany  plan,  and  that  this  was  a goo  1 time  to  form 
a national  organization.  Seven  men  on  the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson  railroad  laid  the  foundation  for 
what  is  to-day  the  strongest  and  most  powerful 
of  all  the  railway  oranizations  of  this  country. 
After  the  organization  at  Oneonta,  about  six 
months  later,  the  men  at  Philltpsburg,  N.  J.,  organ- 
ized Lodge  No.  2,  and  the  organization  was  named 
the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Brakemen.  A short 
time  after,  they  went  to  the  men  at  Albany,  where 
the  idea  had  origin  ited,  and  kindly  allowed  those 
men  to  establish  Lodge  No.  8.  The  first  year  there 
were  87  lodges  organized,  with  a membership  of 
901.  The  second  year  118  lodges  were  organized 
with  a membership  of  4,776.  The  third  year  82 
lodges,  with  a membership  of  7,998.  The  fourth 
year,  87  lodges  were  organized,  and  we  had  8,522 
members.  The  fifth  year,  89  lodges  were  organized 
and  our  membership  had  Increased  to  11,483.  In  the 
sixth  year.  65  lodges  were  established,  and  our 
membership  increased  to  18.562.  In  the  seventh 
year,  63  lodges  were  instituted;  membership,  14,067. 
in  the  eighth  year,  70  lodges  were  organised,  and 
our  membership  was  20.409.  In  the  ninth  year,  86 
lodges  were  established,  and  our  membership  in- 
creased to  24,431.  In  the  tenth  year,  the  year  Just 
closed,  there  were  organized  64  lodges,  and  we 
number  at  this  time  28.540  members.  Of  our  reoord 
we  claim  that  we  may  be  justly  proud.  Our  history 
is  one  of  rapid  progress,  of  grand  success,  an  1 our 
work  has  but  begun,  what  does  our  work  mean  ? 
It  means  that  thousands  of  men  who  a few  years 
ago  were  in  actaal  bondage  have  been  released, 
and  are  now  free.  In  the  brief  ten  years  the  con- 
dition of  these  men  has  been  bettered  to  an  extent 
that  cannot  be  told  in  words. 

The  address  of  the  occasion,  which  was 
replete  with  wise  sayings  and  evinced  pro- 
found study  of  the  labor  question,  was  de- 
livered by  Edward  Moseley,  Secretary  of  the 
Inter-State  Commerce  Commission.  We  re- 
gret that  lack  of  space  forbids  the  publica- 
tion of  the  address  in  its  entirety.  It  is 
worthy  of  the  pernsal  and  study  of  every 
student  of  the  vexed  problems  relating  to 
labor.  The  address  appears  in  full  in  the 
November  issue  of  the  Trainmen's  Journal , 
and  we  quote  briefly  as  follows 

Year  by  year  the  number  of  employers  is  decreas- 
ing. The  whole  tendency— the  drift  of  the  times— 
is  towards  combination  and  concentration  on  the 
part  of  the  employers.  There  are  only  two  forces 
m the  bargain  between  employer  and  employe. 
Justice  mast  be  the  desire  on  both  sides,  or  one 
side  must  be  as  powerful  as  the  other.  Unless  sel- 
fish interests  are  put  aside,  power  mustbe  matched 
against  power.  As  has  been  said,  “ if  the  employes 
act  Individually,  they  divide  their  forces  against 
themselves,  and  forfeit  all  hope  of  a successful 
issue  of  the  contest."  With  equality  of  power  and 
force,  on  the  one  side  and  the  other,  there  will  fol- 
low tne  essential  requisites  of  friendly  relation- 
respect,  consideration  and  forbearance.  The  em- 
ployer and  the  employe  can  sit  down  together,  and 
eacn  in  a spirit  of  a fully  enlightene  l self  interest, 
consider  their  rights  and  their  duties  as  reasonable, 
Christian  men.  We  can  all  imagine  the  picture 
that  will  be  then  presented  when  this  true  relation- 
ship between  employer  and  employe  shall  nrevaiL 
Till  then,  the  organisations  must  deal  with  the  cor- 


porations somewhat  "at  arm's  length."  Bat  in 
what  manner  shall  these  great  opposing  forces 
treat  each  other  in  the  struggle?  Public  rights 
must  be  respected,  for  both  corporations  and  their 
employes  are  engaged  in  the  public  service.  While 
it  has  been  broadly  asserted  that  the  power  of  the 
wage-earner  to  mutiny  or  desert,  is  the  germ  of  all 
improvement  in  his  condition,  this  principle,  how- 
ever applicable  in  a general  sense,  cannot  be  fully 
applied  in  the  case  of  the  railroad  and  the  railroad 
employe.  Here  certain  obligations  are  due  to  the 
public  which  are  not  required  in  other  industrial 
pursuits;  an  t as  these  obligations  are  due  to  the 
public,  so  the  public  shoald,  in  jastioe,  provide 
some  means  by  which  the  disputes  which  arise  be- 
tween the  employe  and  the  railroad  company  may 
be  fairly  and  honorably  settled.  ..o  other  method 
seems  so  feasible  as  that  of  arbitration.  There  is 
now  a law  of  congress  providing  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  trades  unions,  or  organizations ; and,  as  I 
have  remarked,  a law  providing  for  arbitration  be- 
tween railroad  companies  and  tneir  employes.  But 
it  seems  that  the  latter  law  shoald  be  amended  and 
perfected  in  the  light  of  the  experience  of  the  last 
four  years.  This  amendment  can  hardly  be  hoped 
for,  unless  it  commends  itself  largely  to  the  Judg- 
ment of  both  employer  and  employe,  because  it 
wonld  be  futile  to  attempt  to  change  a plan  for  set- 
tling disputes  by  beginning  a dispute  in  the  outset. 
But  the  power  of  the  railroad  brotherhoods  noting 
more  and  more  in  friendly  co-operation  with  the 
best  and  mo  it  liberal  and  progressive  railroad 
managers  will  surely  in  the  end  bring  about  a per- 
fect scheme  of  arbitration  that  will  be  an  honor  to 
both  parties  and  a true  conquest  of  peace. 

Is  there  a common  ground,  between  the  two 
sides?  There  is,  when  they  snail  adopt  for  their 
motto  the  phrase  of  the  old  Roman  jurists,  “Do 
des” — **  I give,  that  you  may  give,"  instead  of  “you 
give  all,  while  I give  none.'1 

Men  strive  ana  straggle  for  wealth ; but  after  a 
man's  wants  are  supplied  the  only  satisfaction  it 
affords  is  the  consciousness  of  power  of  what  he 
oan  do  with  his  money.  You,  sir,  and  other  execu- 
tive officers  of  the  labor  organizations  of  our  oonn- 
try,  possess  that  same  consciousness  of  power;  but 
I believe  you  all  recognize  that  you  are  purely  the 
servants  of  those  who  have  plaoed  you  in  your  sev- 
eral positions;  that  it  is  your  duty  to  obey  their 
call;  (hat  it  is  your  duty  to  do  all  you  oan  to  serve 
your  brothers  in  every  possible  legitimate  way; 
and  that  you  are  the  servants  of  the  hamblest  mem- 
ber of  the  organization,  for  you  serve  him  also. 
You  all  have  tne  conscious  power  which  the  gen- 
eral of  an  army  has;  or  the  admiral  of  a fleet;  or 
the  capitalist  with  his  millions  of  money,  and  a vast 
deal  more  of  responsibility,  for  in  your  hand  is  con- 
fided the  welfare  of  thousands  of  the  toilers  of  the 
earth  and  those  who  are  dependent  upon  them. 

L.  S.  Coffl a,  known  among  the  boys  as 
Father  Coffia,  was  received  with  every  evi- 
dence of  enthusiastic  admiration  and  deliv- 
ered a forceful  plea  for  safety  equipments 
and  for  total  abstinence  among  the  mem- 
bers. He  said : 


* * * And  to  the  pride  and  to  the 

honor  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen,  as 
I have  said  the  youngest  organization,  made  up  of 
the  young  men  in  the  railroad  work,  the  ones  that 
the  public  have  considered  the  toaghest  and  the 
hardest,  for  they  have  tried  all  they  coaid  to  make 
them  that  way— here  is  the  first  labor  convention  of 
a labor  organization,  the  largest  of  its  kind— I am 
correct  in  saying  it  is  the  largest  labor  organziation 
in  America— here  they  are  every  man  of  them,  and 
the  city  of  Boston  can  be  proud  to  have  entertained 
them.  Let  it  go  down  the  years  that  in  this  grand 
old  “ Oradle  of  Liberty,"  and  I am  glad  that  yon 
came  here  for  your  first  biennial  convention,  let  it 
go  down  the  years  and  be  told  in  the  pages  of  his- 
tory, that  in  this  grand  old  “ Cradle  of  Liberty,"  se- 
curing every  right  that  man  holds  dear,  that  here 
met  tne  first  convention  at  whioh  every  man  was  a 
total  abstinence  man.  [Cheers. j I am  happy ; I am 
proud  of  the  boys.  It  is  a privilege,  as  I nave  said 
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'ore,  seldom  vouchsafed  to  a human  being,  to  be 
e to  work  for  and  be  loved  by  such  a class  of 
n. 

Telegrams  and  letters  of  congratulation 
re  received  from  General  Master  Work- 
in  Powderly,  Grand  Chief  Arthur,  Presi- 
ut  Gompers,  Grand  Master  Sargent,  and 
and  Chief  Clark. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows : 

•rand  Master — S.  E.  Wilkinson, 
irst  Vice  Grand  Master— P.  H.  Morrissey, 
ccond  Vice  Grand  Master^- A 1.  E.  Brown,  of  Man- 
i Lodge,  No.  160,  Philadelphia. 

'hird  Vice  Gr  ad  Master— Geo.  A.  Newman. 
Irand  Secretary  and  Treasurer— W.  A.  Sheahan. 
•rand  Trustees— R.  8.  Bodman,  0.  S.  Young,  O.  L. 
lfe. 

•rand  Executive  Board— C.  N.  Terrell,  North - 
stern  Lodge  No.  424,  Chicago,  111,;  T.  R.  Dodge, 
lumbian  Lodge  No  479,  Chicago.  111. ; W.  E.  Bow- 
; Morgan  Lodge  No.  317,  Lafayette,  La. 

The  second  biennial  convention  of  the 
der  will  be  held  at  GaleBburg,  111.,  in  May, 

35. 


RTENTIETH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE 
FOUNDING  OF  THE  BROTHERHOOD 
OF  LOCOMOTIVE  FIREMEN. 
Anniversaries  of  great  events,  designed  to 
omote  the  well-being  of  society,  are  of 
ecial  interest,  not  only  to  those  who  have 
rticipated  in  the  labors  which  such  events 
ipose,  but  to  the  public  at  large. 
Locomotive  firemen,  remembering  that  on 
jcember  1st,  1873,  twenty  years  ago,  the 
nndation  of  the  great  order  of  Locomotive 
remen  was  laid,  in  the  town  of  Port  Jer- 
s,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  will  recall 
ith  ever  increasing  satisfaction  the  mani- 
ld  blessings  the  work  of  the  founders 
the  order  has  showered  upon  those 
10,  having  been  initiated,  have,  through 
>od  and  evil  reports,  in  storm  and  shine, 
th  unwavering  fidelity  and  courage,  stood 
its  flag.  December  first  of  each  rol- 
ig  year,  since  1873,  has  been  the  anni- 
rsary  of  the  founding  of  the  brotherhood. 
\ we  write,  Dec.  1st,  1893,  the  twentieth 
niversary  of  the  brotherhood,  what  more 
.tural  than  that  feelings  of  gloom  and  glad- 
ss  should  struggle  for  the  mastery? — with 
hat  feelings,  akin  to  veneration,  we  regard 
e great- so uled,  the  large-hearted,  the 
>urageous  men,  who  met  and  deliberated, 
id  then  resolved  to  launch  a new  order 
>on  the  troubled  sea  of  labor.  The  men 
bo  did  this  were  poor  and  obscure ; they 
ere  unlearned  in  book  lore.  The  horizon 
at  bounded  their  influence  was  contracted 
narrow  limits.  Wage  workers  of  limited 
iy,  they  could  not  command  the  press  to 
> their  bidding,  and  yet,  without  money  or 
•estige,  without  influential  friends,  a few 
oneers,  facing  a wilderness  of  doubt,  took 
>unsel  of  their  courage  and  their  faith  in 
ieir  fellow-firemen,  unfurled  their  brother- 
:>od  flag  and  flung  it  to  the  breeze,  started 
it,  not  to  discover  a new  world,  but  to 
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better  their  condition  in  this  world,  and, 
like  the  men  who  “ rounded  Peter’s  dome, 
they  builded  better  than  they  knew.”  And 
now,  in  the  quiet  of  seclusion,  while  the  god 
of  the  winds  is  blowing  his  trumpet;  while 
the  ice- king  is  waving  his  scepter;  while  the 
laughing  lips  of  the  brooks  no  longer  kiss 
their  mossy  banks,  and  the  melodies  of  the 
birds  are  hushed  into  silence ; and  While  the 
earth  denuded  of  its  emerald  robes,  tells  that 
the  “melancholy  days  have  come,”  alone 
with  our  meditations  we  invite  an  hour’s 
communion  with  the  past  to  celebrate  the 
twentieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen.  No, 
we  are  not  alone  with  our  meditations — nay, 
verily.  “For  auld  lang  syne,”  a multitude 
of  friends  have  come,  in  fancy  at  least,  and 
the  anniversary  toast  goes  round  to  the  men 
who  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  brother- 
hood, and  each  response  bears  eloquent  tes- 
timony of  love  and  esteem.  We  realize  that 
the  “inaudible  and  noiseless  foot  of  time” 
is  bearing  our  old  time  friends  away,  widen- 
ing the  gulf  between  us,  but  the  distance  is 
not  so  great,  nor  the  gulf  so  deep,  that 
fancy,  in  its  wide  domain,  cannot  find  a 
place  to  hold  its  anniversary  meetings 
and  have  them  all  present.  Aye,  not  only 
the  living  but  the  dead  also.  Is  it  well  to 
summon  them  aroung  us  on  the  occasion  of 
the  twentieth  anniversary?  Should  we  “let 
the  dead  past  bury  its  dead?”  Be  it  so. 
But  may  not  comrades  weave  garlands  of 
thought,  typifying  hope  that  in  some  brighter 
clime  we  may  meet  again  ? We  think  so. 
Thus,  with  the  dead  and  living,  our  twentieth 
anniversary  meeting  becomes  an  occasion  of 
subdued  rapture. 

But  may  we  not  add  to  the  interest  of  the 
occasion,  by  reference  to  some  things  in 
which  the  great  public  should  feel  a lively 
interest?  The  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Firemen  is  philanthropic.  It  is  animated 
by  humane  purposes.  Some  one  may  say  its 
philanthrophy  is  restricted  to  members  of 
the  order,  and  does  not  embrace  all  man- 
kind. The  averment,  if  admitted,  would  in 
no  wise  do  discredit  to  the  brotherhood, 
since  it  has  the  high  authority  of  St.  Paul 
for  its  policy,  who  laid  down  the  law  in  such 
matters  when  he  said  “ Let  us  not  be  weary 
in  well  doing,  for  in  due  season  we  shall 
reap  if  we  faint  not.  As  we  have  opportu- 
nity let  ua  do  good  unto  all  men , especially 
unto  them  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith.” 
Such  has  been  the  policy  of  the  brotherhood. 
By  its  example  of  fealty  to  principle  it  does 
good  unto  all  men,  but  its  chief  concern  has 
beefi  to  do  good  unto  them  of  the  brother- 
hood. And  here  on  this  twentieth  anniver- 
sary of  the  organization  of  the  order,  what 
ineffable  glory  baptizes  the  record  of  the 
brotherhood.  In  the  beginning,  twenty 
years  ago  to-day,  there  was  one  lone  lodge  of 
a dozen  firemen.  To-day  there  are  510  lodges 
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with  nearly  29,000  members.  Deer  Park 
Lodge  No.  1,  prolific  to  an  extent  that  chal- 
lenges admiration,  leads  a splendid  retinae 
of  sister  lodges.  They  are  on  the  mountains, 
on  the  plains,  in  thd  valleys,  in  cities  and  in 
towns,  a triumphant  army  with  conquering 
banners.  If  that  were  ail  our  anniversary 
meeting  would  be  bereft  of  much  of  its  in- 
spiring grandeur.  But  it  is  not  all,  nor  the 
best  of  the  record.  We  contemplate  the 
growth  of  the  order  in  lodges  and  member- 
ship. We  see  it  grow  and  expand.  We  see 
its  lodge  fires  and  beacon  lights,  and  yet 
there  is  something  better  still.  The  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Firemen  has  conferred 
untold  blessings  upon  thousands  of  wives 
bereft  of  husbands,  and  orphans  bereft  of 
fathers.  Since  our  name  has  had  a place  on 
the  rolls  of  the  order  the  contributions 
for  relief  have  exceeded  $2,750,000.  The 
testimony  is  sublime.  But  what  besides 
the  money  has  heen  contributed  ? Throbs 
of  noble  hearts,  words  and  tones  that  sent 
sunshine  to  aching  and  sorrowing  hearts; 
helping  hands  that  guided  the  footsteps  of 
the  weak  along  rugged  pathways,  and  in  a 
thousand  ways  verifying  every  claim  that 
was  ever  put  forth  for  the  redeeming  power 
of  fraternity. 

Our  reflections  have  been  altogether  satis- 
fying. The  facts  have  blended  harmoniously 
with  our  fancies,  and  we  take  occasion  to 
send  anniversary  greetings  to  all  the  lodges 
throughout  the  grand  jurisdiction.  Other 
anniversary  dajte  of  the  founding  of  the 
order  will  come,  and  we  suggest  that  it 
should  be  set  apart  as  a memorial  day  of  the 
great  brotherhood. 


Georoe  R.  Stacy,  a veteran  member  of 
Anchor  Lodge,  No.  54,  of  Moberly,  Mo.,  re- 
turned recently  from  a visit  to  London, 
England.  While  there  he  visited  the  club- 
rooms  of  the  Associated  Society  of  Locomo- 
tive Engineers  and  Firemen,  being  a guest  of 
the  King’s  Cross  and  Kentish  Town  branches, 
by  whom  he  was  royally  entertained.  The 
engineers  and  firemen,  members  of  this 
splendid  organization,  were  delighted  to 
meet  Bro.  Stacy,  and  extended  to  him  every 
courtesy  that  could  be  desired,  making  a 
visit  one  long  to  be  remembered.  Bro. 
Stacy,  who  is  something  of  an  observer  as 
well  as  traveler,  says  he  was  impressed  with 
the  cordial  and  harmonious  relations  that 
prevailed  between  the  drivers  (engineers) 
and  firemen.  They  make  mutual  cause  of 
all  things  that  relate  to  their  interests,  and 
44  pull  together  ” in  the  same  direction  for 
their  common  good.  The  Associated  Society 
is  one  of  the  foremost  industrial  organiza- 
tions in  England,  and  is  doing  grand  work 
in  elevating  and  improving  the  condition  of 
its  membership. 


We  have  received  from  the  Sailway  Age 
and  Northwestern  Railroader  two  valuable 
books  entitled,  respectively,  44  World’s  Rail- 
way Commerce  Congress”  and  4 ‘Compound 
Locomotives,”  the  latter  being  a copy  of  the 
revised  edition.  The  volume  first  mentioned 
comprises  all  the  addresses  delivered  before 
the  World’s  Railway  Commerce  Congress, 
held  in  Chicago,  from  June  19th  to  23d,  1893, 
and  is  divided  into  four  parts,  as  follows: 
44  Railway  Law  and  Legislation,”  44  Railway 
Management  and  Operation,”  44  Railway  Em- 
ployes” and  44  Railway  History  and  Develop- 
ment.” Such  eminent  men  as  John  F.  Dil- 
lon, of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway,  W.  G. 
Veazey,  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission, Edward  P_  Ripley,  vice  president 
of  the  C.  M.  & St.  P.  Ry.,  Horace  Porter, 
vice  president  of  the  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co., 
and  numerous  others  equally  distinguished 
constitute  the  corps  of  contributors  to  this 
notable  meeting,  and  their  papers  and  ad- 
dresses are  given  in  full,  swelling  the  volume 
to  265  pages,  embracing  a variety  of  live 
topics  which  now,  more  than  at  any  time  in 
the  past,  are  up  for  discussion.  The  book 
has  rare  value  for  purposes  of  reference  and 
should  be  in  the  library  of  every  student  of 
the  railway  problem. 

The  work  on  “Compound  Locomotives,” 
by  the  late  Prof.  A.  T.  Woods,  has  undergone 
a thorough  revision  at  the  hands  of  David 
Leonard  Barnes,  A.  M.  C.  E.,  and  is  presented 
in  enlarged  form  and  vastly  improved  in 
many  other  regards.  The  new  edition  con- 
sists of  330  pages  and  contains  full  and  com- 
plete statements  of  all  improvements  and 
developments  that  have  been  made  in  the 
compound  locomotive  to  date.  The  books 
may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Railway 
Age , Monadnock  building,  Chicago. 


Recently  we  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Mr.  J.  Kansas  Morgan,  editor  and  publisher 
of  the  Railroad  Register , of  Topeka,  Kas., 
a live,  progressive  weekly  published  In  the 
interest  of  railway  employes.  Mr.  Morgan 
Is  a journalist  of  exceptional  ability,  which 
he  is  freely  devoting  to  the  advancement  of 
railroad  employes,  in  whose  welfare  he  has 
an  earnest  and  unselfish  Interest.  He  is  their 
friend  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term,  is  keenly 
alive  to  their  interests  and  ever  ready  to  de- 
fend them  when  their  rights  are  assailed,  and, 
this  being  true,  his  paper  should  have  their 
cordial  support.  Railway  employes  are  in 
need  of  just  such  literature  as  Mr.  Morgan 
is  capable  of  supplying,  and  with  proper  en- 
couragement the  Register  can  be  made  a 
power,  which,  as  long  as  Mr.  Morgan  is  at 
the  helm,  will  be  used  in  the  interest  of  just- 
ice and  fair  play.  A sample  copy  may  be 
obtained  by  addressing  the  Railroad  Register , 
Topeka,  Kas. 
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The  Switchmen' 8 Journal,  for  July,  refer- 
ing  to  the  pardon  of  the  anarchists  con- 
fined in  the  Joliet  penitentiary,  remarks : 

No  official  act  by  the  representative  of  any  gov- 
ernment within  recent  years  has  attracted  such 
wide- spread  attention  and  caused  so  much  com- 
ment. Everybody  was  surprised,  many  were 
alarmed;  a majority,  however,  be  it  said  to  the 
credit  of  humanity,  felt  gratified.  There  has  been, 
ever  since  that  ever- memorable  trial,  so-called,  a 
sentiment  among  the  people  at  large  that  the  men 
were  not  justly  convicted.  Many  were  not  in  a 
position  to  prove  this  conviction  by  arguments,  not 
oeing  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  the  case  and 
allowing  the  flimsy  sophistry  of  legal  hair-splitting 
to  confuse  the  strength  of  sound  common  sense. 
But  there  was  a general  sentiment  that  it  was  a 
class  judgment  passed  by  the  representatives  of 
the  owners  of  wealth  upon  those  who  had  the 
courage  to  protest  against  the  methods  by  which 
that  wealth  was  acquired. 

The  Governor  of  Illinois,  in  pardoning 
the  anarchists,  based  his  action  upon  propo- 
sitions that  are  absolutely  impregnable  and 
invulnerable,  and  those  who  assail  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Governor  fight  shy  of  the  facts 
which  he  submits. 

The  Railway  Conductor , for  July,  refers 
to  the  action  of  Governor  Altgeld  in  extend- 
ing pardon  to  the  imprisoned  men,  and  com- 
ments upon  the  Governor’s  pardon  with  in- 
tended severity. 

Boiled  down,  the  men  who  were  hanged, 
the  man  who  took  his  own  life  rather  than 
submit  to  public  execution,  and  the  men 
who  were  imprisoned,  were  convicted,  not 
for  murder,  not  for  throwing  a bomb,  but 
for  violent  language  uttered,  spoken  and 
printed.  This  is  the  position  taken  by  the 
trial  judge.  It  was  the  arresting,  indicting, 
trying,  convicting,  hanging  and  imprisoning 
men  for  the  indiscretion,  the  violence  of  free 
speech.  Some  one  threw  a bomb  and  killed 
men,  but  it  was  never  known  who  threw  the 
bomb,  nor  was  it  ever  asserted  that  any  one 
of  the  condemned  men  threw  the  bomb. 

That  is  the  case  in  a nut- shell,  and  it  is  a 
little  singular  that  the  Railway  Conductor 
In  its  arraignment  of  Gov.  Altgeld  does  not 
give  him  the  benefit  of  the  facts. 

As  for  Gov.  Altgeld’s  assault  upon  the 
courts,  prosecuting  attorney,  bailiff  and 
jury,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  Governor 
fortifies  himself  against  attack,  and  the  fact 
that  those  who  are  barking  at  his  heels  take 
good  care  to  avoid  the  arraignments  of  the 
court  and  its  officials,  is  proof  positive  that 
they  would  like  to  condemn  the  Governor 
by  methods  such  as  prevailed  in  condemn- 
ing the  anarchists,  that  they  themselves,  by 
denying  a fair  trial,  are  anarchists,  and 
would  strike  down  law  to  gratify  malice  or 
revenge. 

Nothing  is  more  righteous  than  to  attack 
a prejudiced,  malicious,  debauched  court — 
atrial  organized  to  convict,  and  decisions 
“handed  down”  which,  as  in  the  case  of 
Jeffreys,  shame  the  devil  and  amaze  the 
world.  And  the  Conductor  gives  itself  away — 
swallows  itself,  as  it  were— by  saying  that 
“ judges  are  but  men,  and  certain  to  err,” 


and  being  but  men,  they  may  be  stupid  as 
asses,  venomous  as  asps  and  as  easily 
bribed  as  any  other  human.  “If  Mr.  Alt- 
geld,” says  the  Conductor , “ had  based  his 
pardon  on  the  grounds  that  the  prime  pur- 
pose of  punishment  had  been  met  and  society 
was  safe  from  further  encroachments  at  the 
hands  of  these  men,  or  that  humanity  de- 
manded their  liberation,  some  might  have 
doubted  the  wisdom  of  his  course,  but  few 
would  have  been  found  to  criticize.”  But 
if  the  facts  warranted  the  declaration  that 
the  men  did  not  have  a fair  trial,  and  were 
condemned  in  defiance  of  right  and  justice, 
as  Gov.  Altgeld  clearly  demonstrates,  then, 
in  that  case,  if  he  had  not  promptly  par- 
doned them,  he  would  have  shown  himself 
to  be  a miscreant,  & disgrace,  not  only  to 
the  high  office  of  Governor  of  Illinois,  but 
to  human  nature  as  well. 


Owing  to  some  changes  made  recently  on 
the  Northern  Pacific  in  consequence  of  a 
policy  of  retrenchment  inaugurated  on  that 
system,  Mr.  J.  E.  Phelan,  formerly  superin- 
tendent of  the  Missouri  division,  has  been 
transferred  to  Fargo,  N.  Dak.,  where  he  now 
has  charge,  as  master  mechanic,  of  the  Da- 
kota division  and  branches.  To  those  who 
know  Mr.  Phelan  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
say  that  the  change  places  him  in  line  again 
with  his  fondest  aspirations,  it  having  been 
in  the  machinery  department  where  he  ad- 
vanced by  rapid,  steady  strides  from  the 
lowest  round  to  the  position  of  master  me- 
chanic. Mr.  Phelan  thus  “ returns  to  his 
first  love,”  and  we  do  not  doubt  the  transfer 
is  in  the  highest  degree  agreeable  to  him  and 
that  in  due  course  of  time  he  will  reach  the 
most  commanding  position  in  that  depart- 
ment of  the  service. 

The  departure  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phelan 
from  Dickinson  was  made  the  occasion  of  a 
reception  and  ball  by  their  numerous  friends 
and  as  a mark  of  the  esteem  in  which  they 
were  held  they  were  made  the  recipients  of 
a solid  silver  tea  service  and  tray,  a dozen 
solid  silver  forks  and  a dozen  silver  knives 
with  pearl  handles.  Farewell  addresses 
were  made,  dancing  was  indulged  in,  words 
of  esteem  and  regret  were  spoken  and  from 
first  to  last  the  occasion  bore  testimony  of 
the  high  regard  entertained  for  the  Phelans 
by  the  people  of  Dickinson. 


A handsome  compliment  was  recently  paid 
Bro.  A.  Dillon,  the  retiring  chairman  of  the 
Joint  Protective  Board  of  the  Missouri  Pa- 
cific system,  a position  Bro.  Dillon  had  long 
held  and  the  duties  of  which  he  had  dis- 
charged in  a manner  to  win  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  both  officials  and  employes. 
It  was,  therefore,  eminently  fitting  that  upon 
his  retirement  his  associates  should  bear 
testimony  of  their  appreciation  of  his  inval- 
uable services,  and  this  was  done  in  present  - 
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ing  him  with  a handsome  badge,  the  address 
being  delivered  in  behalf  of  the  committee, 
by  Bro.  D.  V.  Ault,  as  follows : 

“ Worthy  Chairman  and  Brothers: — It  has  been  the 
custom  for  ages,  by  all  nations,  and  all  classes,  to 
bestow  on  their  leader  some  token  of  respect,  some- 
thing that  he  can  show  in  hi6  gray  and  silvery  days, 
to  his  relatives  and  friends,  that  the  by  gone  days 
of  his  life  were  devoted  to  the  elevation  of  his 
fellow -men. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  meet  annually  in  the 
most  convenient  place  for  all  concerned,  which 
was  fpund  in  this  city.  We  are  now  assembled,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  a gala  day,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  public  notoriety,  but  for 
the  elevation,  protection  and  relief  of  our  oppressed 
brothers,  knights  of  the  scoop.  For  six  long  years 
we  have  met  at  the  call  of  one,  and  the  only  one— 
to  us  a Napoleon.  Soldier  after  soldier  has  stepped 
aside  for  others,  yet  he  has  gone  steadily  on  and 
kept  up  the  march,  through  thick  and  thin,  through 
tangled  forests  and  rugged  mire. 

When  asked,  he  has  answered,  when  called  he 
has  come ; when  needed  he  has  gone : when  neces- 
sary he  has  acted,  and  when  tried  he  has  proven 
honorable  and  true.  Some  have  found  fault,  but 
not  all.  Nor  can  we  see  the  ills  he  has  borne  until 
the  day  of  rest  grants  him  relief. 

We  have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  there 
are  among  the  many,  those  that  appreciate  his 
ability  and  aid.  No  matter  what  the  trouble,  he 
mastered  the  occasion,  he  rose  to  the  emergency, 
and  placed  us  where  we  stand  to-day. 

In  token  of  respect,  in  honor  or  his  name,  in 
thanks  for  his  aid.  and  reward  for  his  deeds,  to 
keep  fresh  in  mind,  our  appreciation  for  all  this, 
the  members  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotivo 
Firemen  of  the  Gould  Southwest  System  of  Rail- 
ways tender  him,  our  retiring  chairman,  a lasting 
vote  of  thanks,  and  with  it  this  emblem,  with  which 
we  wish  him  unbounded  happiness  and  joy." 

Bro.  Dillon  responded  in  fitting  terms  and 
the  assemblage  dispersed  with  a feeling  of 
regard  and  esteem  for  their  late  leader  that 
will  follow  him  into  the  shades  of  private 
life. 


We  are  glad  to  learn  that  “ Grimshaw’s 
Locomotive  Catechism  ” is  meeting  with  a 
large  sale.  It  certainly  deserves  to,  as  it  is 
the  best  work  ever  published  on  the  subject. 
Every  fireman  and  engineer  should  have  a 
copy  of  it. 

The  book  is  right  up  to  the  times,  and  is 
fully  illustrated.  Its  1300  questions  and  an- 
swers cover  every  part  of  the  locomotive, 
from  boiler  to  the  smallest  part  of  the  ma- 
chinery, including  compound  locomotives, 
which  are  fully  treated,  with  many  illustra- 
tions of  the  same. 

The  price,  #2.00,  puts  it  within  the  reach 
of  all.  The  publishers,  Norman  W.  Henley 
& Co.,  No.  150  Nassau  street,  New  York, 
send  it  on  receipt  of  #2.00  postpaid. 

The  advertisement  of  the  book  will  be 
found  in  our  advertising  columns. 


ADDRESSES  WANTED. 

Lee  Forsribr.— Formerly  in  the  employ  of  the 
Missouri  Pacific  railway  company  in  the  capacity  of 
firemen  and  yard  engineer  at  Kansas  City.  Any  in- 
formation concerning  him  will  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived by  his  sister,  Mrs.  Ed.  Carson,  Hoopeston, 
Illinois. 

J.  P.  Martin. — A member  of  Lodge  No.  163,  left 
Denison,  Texas  in  the  latter  part  of  August  and  has 
not  been  heard  from  since.  His  family  are  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  hear  from  him  and  any  inform- 
ation regarding  his  whereabouts  will  be  thankfully 
r*  reived.  Aodress  C.  J.  Turner,  Master  of  Lodge 
\o.  8,  423  Main  street,  Denison  Texas. 


SLEEP. 

I dearly  love  to  drop  my  nose 
On  downy  pillows  for  repose ; 

’Tis  one  of  nature's  grandest  treats. 

To  dive  between  two  well  aired  sheets, 

And  let  the  world  go  whirling  by. 

As  there  obliviously  you  lie 
To  toil  and  care,  coiled  in  a heap. 

With  eyelids  closed  in  balmy  6leep. 

In  sleep  a chap  forgets  his  ills. 

And  every  pang  of  care  that  kills, 

I’ve  often  in  the  land  of  dreams 
Went  floating  over  placid  streams, 

And  thought  I was  a royal  king. 

With  wealth  to  do  most  anything, 

Piled  up  in  many  a shining  heap, 

Bat— God  be  praised— ’twas  in  my  sleep. 
Some  early  rising  poets  say 
To  lump  from  bed  ere  dawn  of  day. 

And  witness  all  the  changing  dyes 
The  sun  throws  up  the  eastern  skies ; 

I'd  much  prefer  to  take  my  ease. 

With  head  bent  over  toward  my  knees. 
While  others  such  delights  could  view, 

And,  reader,  darling,  so  would  you. 

There’s  great  enjoyment  'neath  the  clothes ; 
We  get  a respite  from  our  woes ; 

And  dream,  perhaps,  we're  railway  lords. 
With  slaves  surrounding  us  in  horaes, 

The  way  some  cringing  knaves  are  seen. 
That  sneak  around  with  fawning  mien; 

Ah ! that's  the  time  I love  to  snore, 

And  kick  the  suckers  out  the  door ! 

Well,  here’s  to  sleep,  that  blissful  kind. 
Which  in  our  beds  at  home  we  find ; 

An  eight  hours  stretch,  yes  nine  or  ten, 

A yawn,  and  then  drop  off  again ; 

Without  a dread  of  caller's  boots. 

To  kick  the  door-the  blamed  galoots ! 

Until  we  think  we've  had  galore. 

Without  a wish  for  any  more. 

Shandy  Maguire, 


PUBLIC  SYMPATHY. 

Mr.  Editor: — We  cannot  help  noticing 
that  onr  daily  papers  are  always  one  sided  in 
regard  to  the  wage  question;  when  times  are 
good  and  railroads  and  factories  are  paying 
dividends  and  workingmen  strike  for  an  in- 
crease of  wages  the  newspapers  invariably 
say  that  the  men  are  making  unreasonable 
demands  and  must  not  expect  public  sympa- 
thy. At  the  present  time  railroads  and  other 
industries  all  over  the  country  are  reducing 
workingmen's  wages  from  10  to  30  per  cent, 
and  the  newspapers  have  a thousand  excuses 
to  offer  for  their  so  doing.  If  public  sympa- 
thy is  not  with  the  workingmen  now  I would 
like  to  know  when  and  under  what  circum- 
stances they  should  expect  it. 

It  is  very  evident  that  so  called  public  sym- 
pathy and  daily  newspapers  are  one  and 
consequently  controlled  by  a few  monopo- 
lists who  seek  to  grind  the  workingmen  down 
to  starvation  and  rags  and  then  tell  the  world 
that  their  action  was  loudly  voiced  by  pub- 
lic sympathy.  Charles  Me  Peake. 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

The  book  of  new  schedules  between  the  Brother- 
hoods of  Locomotive  Engineers  and  Firemen  and 
the  railway  officials  is  now  out  of  press  and 
ready  for  distribution.  Lodges  and  Protective 
Boards  desiring  copies  can  secure  them  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer  on  the  payment  of 
seventy -five  ^ents  each. 

F.  W.  Arnold,6  F.  P.  Sargent, 

Grand  Sec’y  and  Treas.  Grand  Master. 
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A VOICE  FOR  FAIR  TRIALS. 

Mr.  Editor  : — In  looking  over  the  pages 
of  the  Magazine,  I noticed  what  was  in- 
tended to  be  a severe  reprimand  of  our 
worthy  editor,  charging  him  with  not  only 
upholding  anarchists,  but  in  addition,  scat- 
tering anarchism  broadcast  in  the  basest 
manner  through  the  columns  of  our  Maga- 
zine. This  is  done  by  one  W.  H.  Gray. 

Now,  then,  Mr.  Gray,  do  you  think  the 
stand  you  have  taken  is  the  proper  thing  to 
do?  If  you  do,  I for  one,  say  you  are  mis- 
taken, and  badly  mistaken,  too.  In  the 
course  of  your  baseless  criticisms,  you  ask, 
“ Were  they  (the  hanged  and  pardoned  men) 
not  anarchists  ? ” Suppose  they  were,  as 
was  probably  the  case,  is  that  any  reason 
why  they  should  not  have  had  a fair  trial,  or 
that  simple  justice  should  not  have  been  ac- 
corded to  them? 

Would  you,*  Mr.  W.  H.  Gray,  stand  idly 
by  and  see  a man,  rich  or  poor,  have  a trial 
for  an  alleged  crime,  that  was  unfair  or  un- 
just, without  saying  a word  in  his  behalf  ? 
If  you  would  be  guilty  of  such  conduct  you 
cannot  be  classed  among  the  just  and  loyal 
brothers  of  our  order,  nor  any  other  order 
composed  of  men  who  demand  fair  trials. 

You  say  their  (the  anarchists’)  hands  were 
steeped  in  gore.  If  this  assertion  were  true, 
would  it  be  just  to  hurry  them  off  to  the 
scaffold  or  to  prison,  without  having  had  a 
fair  trial?  How  many  unfortunate  men  have 
perished  on  the  scaffold  and  died  in  dun- 
geons innocent  of  the  crime  with  which  they 
were  charged,  because  a fair  trial  was  de- 
nied them  ? 

I believe  Mr.  W.  H.  Gray  belongs  to  the 
B.  of  L.  E.  Suppose  some  of  the  boys 
should  be  charged  with  the  commission  of  a 
crime  ? Then,  according  to  Mr.  Gray’s 
theory,  he,  Mr.  Gray,  should  be  executed, 
simply  because  he  is  a brotherhood  man. 
That  is  the  way  Mr.  Gray  argues  out  the  an- 
archist question.  He  asks,  “ Were  they  not 
inarchists?  ” In  the  case  of  the  B.  of  L.  F. 
man  charged  with  crime,  wouldn’t  Mr.  Gray, 
5y  his  own  reasoning,  be  held  responsible, 
because  he  is  a brotherhood  man?  If  so, 
why  not  execute  him  without  a fair  trial, 
which  is  equivalent  to  no  trial  at  all,  the 
lame  as  he  would  do  with  the  anarchists  ? 
That  seems  to  be  Mr.  W.  H.  Gray’s  scheme, 
ind  being  held  responsible  for  another  man’s 
icts  and  denied  a fair  trial,  Mr.  Gray,  of 
course,  w ould  hang. 

But  I do  not  think  there  is  a brother  in 
he  order  who  would  see  Mr.  Gray  executed 
vithout  having  a fair  trial,  if  such  a thing 
vere  possible,  and  if  unjustly  hung  the 
>rotherhood  would  forever  hold  the  court 
esponslble;  or,  if  unjustly  sent  to  prison, 
he  brotherhood  would  do  all  things  in  its 
tower  to  have  him  pardoned  and  set  at  lib- 
rty.  But  we  could  not  expect  any  assist- 
,nce  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Gray,  according  to  his 
>wn  writing. 

I write  in  behalf  of  fair  trials  and  of  jus- 
ice  to  men  charged  with  crime,  and  of  the 


editor  of  our  Magazine,  whom  I know  to 
be  in  the  right.  So  far,  I do  not  think  any 
of  the  brothers  (except  W.  H.  Gray,  even 
if  he  is  a brother)  have  found  any  fault  with 
the  editor.  I know,  for  one,  he  has  done 
some  noble  work  for  the  order,  and  I do 
not  intend  to  stand  by  and  see  him  chastised 
for  a thing  he  was  justifiable  in  writing. 

E . W Whitmore. 

Diamond  Lake,  III. 


A BUSINESS  COME  TO  STAY. 


Mr.  Editor  : —Almost  every  issue  of  the 
daily  papers  contain  accounts  of  train  rob- 
beries, and  these  have  increased  to  such  an 
extent  lately  that  it  seems  as  though  train 
robbing,  as  a business,  has  come  to  stay, 
unless  some  more  effective  means  for  de- 
stroying it  can  be  discovered  than  at  present 
exist.  Some  time  ago  a train  was  robbed  in 
Arkansas,  and  the  conductor  murdered;  at 
the  same  time,  an  attempt  to  rob  one  was 
made  in  Tennessee,  when  one  of  the  rob- 
bers was  mortally,  and  an  officer  slightly, 
wounded.  During  the  extra  session,  a bill 
was  presented  to  congress  calculated  to  put 
a stop  to  this  business  by  putting  it  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  This 
bill  was  vehemently  opposed — and  fittingly 
enough — by  some  gentlemen  who  represent 
states  where  the  business  has  flourished  most, 
on  the  ground  that  the  corporations  wanted 
to  make  the  government  do  what  they  should 
do  themselves.  As  if  corporations  were  not 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  law  as  well  as 
individuals!  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  statement  that  the  train  robbers  are  en- 
couraged in  their  crimes  by  the  knowledge 
of  the  sympathy  they  will  have  in  the  com- 
munities in  which  they  operate,  and  of  the 
fact  that  they  can  terrify  the  local  authori- 
ties ; if  they  had  national  police  to  deal  with 
it  would  be  a different  matter.  The  govern- 
ment may  be  compelled  to  deal  with  the 
business  for  the  express  companies  have 
contemplated  the  plan  of  raising  their  rates 
for  the  shipment  of  money  to  such  a figure 
that  the  shippers  will  be  compelled  to  send 
it  by  mail.  It  is  a fact  that  most  of  the  train 
robbers  are  either  caught  or  killed ; but  it  is 
also  a fact  that  those  who  are  disposed  to 
that  crime  are  encouraged  to  engage  in  it 
by  the  hope  that  they  will  not  be  killed,  and 
the  belief  that  if  they  escape  they  can  in- 
timidate the  local  police  and  enjoy  immu- 
nity from  arrest.  There  are  plenty  of  well 
authenticated  instances  of  country  officers 
refusing  to  run  down  the  robbers  for  fear  of 
being  assassinated.  Federal  officers  would 
not  have  to  live  in  the  haunts  of  the-robbers, 
and  would  not  be  so  easily  intimidated.  It 
is  a stain  upon  our  national  character  that 
this  villainy  should  be  permitted  to  continue 
straight  along  for  a quarter  of  a century,  all 
the  time  growing  in  boldness.  It  is  bringing 
many  of  our  brothers  to  an  early  grave,  ami 
it  should  be  stopped. 

TT T • - 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS  VOLUME  XVII. 
i893- 

EDITORIAL. 


Page. 


Anti -Poverty 432 

Are  We  a Prosperous  People? 348 

Business  Depression  and  Legislation 819 

Carnegie 273 

Chicago  Anarchists,  The 645 

Columbian  Fair,  The 994 

Columbian  Fair  and  Sunday  Opening,  The  ...  538 

Coming  Events 276 

“ Commercial  and  Political  Considerations  In- 
volved in  Sympathetic  Railroad  Strikes,  The”  987 

Congress,  Pinkertons,  and  Organized  Labor  . . 259 

Cost  of  an  Idea,  The 743 

Defenseless  Wage  Earners  823 

Eighteen  Hundred  and  Ninety-Three 1 

European  Military.  Money  and  Misery  ....  993 

Evictions  in  New  York  City .116 

Evolution 6 

Governor*#  Message  on  Labor  Troubles 112 

Hawaiian,  or  Sandwich  Islands,  The 271 

Hon.  .Jno  J.  Ingalls  on  the  Situation 641 

Immigration 179 

Industrial  Peace .186 

Inter  State  Commerce  Commission,  The  ....  188 

Jay  Gould 103 

Labor  and  Capital  and  the  Distribution  of  Prop- 
erty   890 

Labor  and  Legislation 427 


Pagb. 

Labor  Deliberation . . 355 

Labor  Laws  of  the  Various  States  and  Terri- 
tories   430 

Labor  Problem,  The 528 

Labor  View  of  the  Election,  The 9 

Law,  Law -Makers  and  Politics 264 

Money  of  the  World,  The 894 

Money  Question,  The 733 

Organized  Labor  and  the  World's  Fair 435 

Pulpit  and  Socialism.  The  ...  740 

Railroad  Master  Mechanic  and  Harvard  Univer- 


sity, A 

Railroad  Safety  Appliances 

Railway  Party  in  Politics,  A 

Railway  Statistics 

Reformation  and  Revolution  .... 
Running  a Train  for  Royalty  .... 
Russianizing  the  United  States  . . 

Self-Made  Men 

Senator  Chandler’6  Sensation  . . . . 

Standing  Armies 

Struggle  Against  Wage  Slavery,  The 

Teaching  of  Christ,  The 

Who  Pays  Taxe>? 

Why  Great  Cities? 

Workingman’s  Congress,  A ...... 


.525 
.990 
.826 
.437 
.535 
.267 
. 115 
.192 
.738 
.904 
.902 
. 108 
.262 


CONTRIBUTED. 


Page. 


An  Economic  Problem 919 

Anntie’s  Romance 211 

Be  Fair  and  Be  Happy 12 

Brakeman,  Tne  . 481 

Bread  Cast  Upon  the  Waters 552 

Capitalism 906 

Cityle6s  and  Conntryless  World,  A 649 

Coming  Civilization,  The  ....  40,  143,  197,  290,  373 
Concentration  of  Wealth,  The  . . . 475,  575,  668,  763 

Concerning  Money 30 

Consistency  With  a Vengeance 471 

Dead  Men’s  Brains 571 

Economic  Misconceptions 293 

Episodes  of  1848  43,  130,  203 

Fairly  Canght 546 

Glimpse  atithe  Labor  Situation,  A 279 

Government  Ownership  of  Railroads 934 

Grandmother’s  Snowball  Bush 445 

Griselda  1010 

History  of  Railroads 543 

Immigration  and  Education 586 

Industrial  Co-operation 119 

Iron  Law  of  Wages,  The 910 

Is  It  a Suqker  or  a Whale? 684 

Kiss  Me  Darling 563,  657,  756 

Landlordism  ami  Monopolistic  Rent 358 

Marguerite 771,  841,  925,  1032 

Miss  Jean's  Engagement  Ring 19 

Miss  Susan's  Spider  Lilies  . 675 

Monopoly  Lund . . 997 

Monopoly  Rent 439 


* Pag*. 

Mr.  Stuart’s  Economic  Problem 1001 

Mr.  Stuart’s  Single  Tax  Fallacies  . . 

201,  295,  393,  459,  587,  700,  779, 936 

Organization  of  Workingmen,  The 875 

Our  Iniquitous  Social  Conditions 574 

Parting  Shot,  A 285 

Queen  Anne’s  Lace 384 

Rapid  Elimination  of  the  Middle  Class.  The  . . 539 

Rejoinder,  A 1006 

Rejoinder  on  Government  Ownership,  A ....  370 

Sacrificing  Improvements 377 

Shall  the  People  Own  the  Railroads?  ....  . 216 

Shall  the  People  Own  the  Railroads,  Or ? . 15, 124 

Short  Studies  in  Political  Ecooomv 

. . .28,  147, 195,  298,367,464,559',  655,  776,846, 1019 

Single  Tax  Fallacies 

142,  208,  281,  378,  451,  580,  692,  748,  829 

Single  Tax,  The 669 

Solidarity  of  all  Reforms,  The  . 468,  556,  6G4,  767, 837 

Specnlative  Margin  and  the  Natural  Price  of 

Laud,  The— Borland 219 

Specnlative  Margin  and  the  Natural  Price  of 

Land,  The— Ward 300 

Stripes  for  Strikers 26 

Supreme  Judges,  The 674 

Trades  Unions  and  State  Socialism 1027 

Union  Man  in  Politics.  The 49 

Voluntary  Co-operation  1017 

Who  is  Fair,  and  Who  is  Happy? 366 

Workingman’s  Congress?— Yes,  A 864 

Yes,  Scientific  Taxation 33, 137 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX. 


II 


MECHANICAL. 


Page. 

Air  Brake  Practice  . 793 

Air  Brake  Questions  . . 1058 

Air  Brake,  The 965 

An  Injector  Experience 713 

An  Interesting  Point 856 

Answers  and  Advice 966 

Answering  Mr.  Knapp’s  Questions 159,  407 

Answering  Mr.  Norton’s  Questions 1066 

Answers  to  Mr.  Weiler’s  Puzzle  794,  795 

Best  Thing  to  do  in  Emergencies,  The 950 

Character 226 

Clinkers  . . . .159,234,410,489,608,714,795,963,959 

Compound  Engines 942 

Compound  Engines— Engineers  and  Firemen  . 1044 

Concerning  Triple  Valves 968 

Concerning  Water  Glasses 853 

Correction,  A 72 

Cut-Off 486 

Damps,  or  Sweating  Locomotives 409 

Deadly  Angle  Cock,  The  . ✓ . . 1042 

Defect  in  tne  Car  Coupler  Bill,  A f.  . - - ....  482 

Definitions 406 

Difficulties  of  Attaining  High  Speed  With  the 

Present  Style  Locomotive,  The 73 

Dissimilarity 63 

Doesn’t  Agree  With  Carey 1067 

Eccentric  Question,  The 232 

Economy 309 

Economy  in  the  Use  of  Supplies 230 

Fireman’s  Experience  With  Extension  Fronts,  A 956 

Greater  Safety  for  Employes 405 

How  Easy  it  is  to  be  Mistaken 709 

How  to  Fire  a Locomotive 55,  233 

Locomotive  Enginemen  in  Europe  60 

Locomotive  Fireman,  The 600 

Locomotive  Running 67 

Locomotive  Speed  Table 489 


Page. 


Misdirected  Energy 306 

More  Answers  to  Knapp’s  Questions 602 

Mysteries  of  Valve  Motion 154 

New  Place  for  the  Fnlcrom,  A 599 

Newspaper  Engineering  Curiosities 594 

Not  Always  Bad  Judgment 158 

Nothing  Gained  by  Re-Charging 953 

Oiling  . . : 1055 

Old  and  the  New,  The 597 

Popping  or  Not  Popping 69 

Possibilities  of  Securing  an  Education 706 

Practical  Talks  to  Yonng  Engineers 

53, 152,  228,  403,  484,  851, 1060 

Problem  of  the  Future,  The 947 

Progress  of  the  Electric  Locomotive 790 

Pot  a Head  on  Him 150 

Query 603 

Question  Box,  A . 157 

“ Question  Box  ” Questions,  The 398 

Question  Box,  The 491 

Questions  on  Break-Downs 408 

Running  by  Air  Pressure  860 

Schools  of Instruction 490 

Setting  Eccentrics  by  the  Spokes .64 

Some  Questions  . . 156,492,602 

Some  Things  to  Remember  ...  70,  235,  316,  411,  607 

Studying  Valve  Motion 57 

Things  That  “ Can’t  Be  Done  and  the  Reason 

Why 783 

Torpedoes  vs.  Fusees  . . 1052 

Unreliable  Starting  Points 312 

Various  Topics 711 

Voice  From  the  Middle  Ages,  A 401 

Where  There  is  a Will  There  i6  a Way 786 

Why  They  Pulled  the  Fire 957 

With  the  New  Year 51 


WOMAN’S  DEPARTMENT. 


Page. 

Adrift  on  the  World  . . . 619 

Always  Remember  Your  Mother 1068 

Angel  of  Death,  The 804 

As  W e Sow 621 

Auxiliaries  . . . • 618 

Bachelor’s  Views,  A 82 

Be  Brief  . . . : 166 

Benefits  of  United  Effort,  The 806 

“Bridget” 327 

Care  of  the  Body 498 

Casting  Shadows 624 

Castles  in  the  Air  86 

Chat  From  Phillipa 167 

Children 809,  873 

Christmas 1066 

Christmas,  1893  1059 

Christmas  Comes  But  Once  a Year 1068 

Christmas  Thoughts 81 

College  Bred  Wife,  The 715 

Columbian  Exposition,  The 798 

Corporal  Punishment 161,  247,  326 

Current  Coin  ol  Polite  Society,  The 248 

Daily  Items 416 

Death  of  a Noble  Woman,  The 1061 

Dedicated  to  the  United  Brotherhood 246 

Different  Opinion,  A . . 327 

Dress  Reform 239 

Economy  and  Style 969 

Employ  Help 505 

Enemy  or  Friend 494 

From  the  Center  to  the  Circumference 961 

Good  Mother,  A 244 

Have  charity 78 

Henry  Lewis  Alberte 245 

Here  and  There 241 


Page. 

Home 619 

Home  Influence 968 

Home  Rule 622 

Home  Topics 80 

Housekeepers’  Association,  The  ...  ....  614 

Housekeepers’  National  League,  The 87a 

Husband  and  Wife  as  Companions,  The  . . .620 

I Cannot  Sing  To-night,  Mother 325 

In  the  Future 162 

Kansas  Women 497 

Letter  From  Mrs.  Jones 79 

Life’s  Trials 324 

Love 869 

Magazine,  The 238 

Mother’s  Love,  A 808 

Mother’s  Reverie,  A 166 

My  Ships -622 

New  Issue,  The 720 

Nom  de  Plume,  The 626 

Notes  and  Comments  . . 77, 163,  320,  616,  805,  872, 1063 

On  Controversy 325 

One  Lesson  of  the  Campaign 74 

One  Woman’s  Experience 85 

On  the  Sea  of  Life 810 

Our  Contributors 1065 

Our  Correspondents 76, 165,  242,  320,  417 

Our  Dead  Hopes 83 

Oar  Privilege 243 

Parental  Responsibilities 625 

Parks 5 3 

Plagiarism 871 

Progress  of  Equal  Rights 317 

Railroad  Men ....  810 

Reasons  for  Equal  Suffrage 84 

Recipe  for  a Day,  A 874 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 


INDEX 


J 


WOMAN’S  DEPARTMENT— Continued. 


Page. 

Hide  of  Paul  Revere,  The 623 

Small  Beginnings  62* 

summer’s  Outing.  The 667 

Topics  of  the  Day .500 

Waiting . 505 

When  1 Go  Home 61* 

When  Life’s  Journey  is  O’er .967 

Where  is  Father? . 625 

Woman’s  Department  for  1893,  The 7%> 

Woman’s  Love  for  Woman 621 

Woman’s  Rights *09,  96* 

Woman's  Right  to  Work  . 71* 


Page. 

Woman’s  Way  246 

Woman’s  Worst  Enemy 502 

Women  and  the  World’s  Fair 802 

Women  are  Interested  in  Business  Life 627 

Women  Must  (’o-operate 504 

Women  Wage  Earners 412 

Word  About  Change,  A 323 

Word  From  a Stenographer,  A S3 

Word  to  Bachelors,  A 627 

World’s  Congress  of  Representative  Women,  The  610 
Wrongs  of  a Sex,  The 166 


THE  MAGAZINE. 


Page. 

Among  Our  Contemporaries 634 

Ann  Arbor  Strike,  The 509 

Award  of  Magazine  Prizes  .* 92 

Brotherhood  at  the  World's  Fair,  The 970 

Charming  Book,  A 616 

Chicago  A Northwestern  R.  R.  and  the  Telegra- 
phers, The 629 

Clock  With  the  Reminder  Hand,  The 8*1  . 

Col.  R.  C.  Ingersoll  on  Strikes 510 

Complimentary  to  Mr.  Moseley 516 

Constitutions \ 72* 

Daniel  Come  to  Judgment,  A 419 

Drop  Seat,  The **1 

Edward  A.  Moseley 335 

Federation 32* 

For  Commissioner  of  Labor 9u 

Foster  Engineering  Companv.  The 334 

George  W.  Childs  and  the  Philadelphia  Pnblic 

Ledger 50* 

Grand  Master  Sargent  and  the  Toledo  Affair  . . 42u 

Grand  Trunk  Railroad  of  Canada,  The 92 

“ Pm  Hongry  ” 972 

Iron -Clad  Contract,  The  . . 92 

Judge  Ricks  420 

Judicial  Jngglery .508 

Labor  Legislation  in  Colorado 514 

Labor  Organizations,  Strikes,  Courts  and  Law  . 41* 

Labor  Press,  The *7 

Ladies’  Society  of  the  B.  of  L.  F. 249 

Lehigh  Valley  Strike,  The  . . . 1069 

I .ester  C.  Hubbard  421 

Locomotive  Catechism,  A 730 

L.  S.  Collin  and  His  White  Button  727 

Martin  & Delaney  636 

Mrs.  Ida  A.  Harper  . 631,  **1 

Mr.  W.  S.  Mellon 811 

No  More  Acknowledgements  in  the  Magazine  . 249 

Novel  Ijvw  Point.  A 91 

m.  R.  C.  Convention  . . .516 

Our  Contemporaries  . 512 

< >ur  Grand  Officers . 632 

Past  Grand  Master  Leach 632 

Postal  Card  Crime  and  sentence,  A **0 

Promotion  of  Firemen  and  Hiring  Engineers  . 16* 

Ratification  of  the  New  Federation 511 

Reading’s  Collapse,  The 334 

Ricks  and  Taft  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  506 

Robin >on  Fund.  The 632 

Robinson  Monument  Fund 

336,  425,  515,  633,  816,  *83,  88*.  974 

Some  Tabor  Leaders 722 

souvenir  Programmes  and  the  Frauds  Perpe- 
trated Under  Cover  of  Them 170 

splendid  Chance  for  Magazine  Agents  to  Make 

Money,  A 90 

startling* 726 

Strike  on  the  Denver  & Rio  Grande  Railroad  . . 90 
strike  on  the  Toledo,  Ann  Arbor  & North  Michi- 
gan Railway 330 

Sunday  Closing  of  the  Columbian  Fair 01 

Trainmen's  Convention 1075 


Page. 

Traveling  Engineer's  Association 91 

Twentieth  Anniversary  of  the  Founding  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen  . . .1077 
Vanguard.  The 728 


COKRE8POHDENCE. 


Aid  the  Monument  Fund 637 

All  Around  Criticism 978 

An  Assistance  Fond 811,980 

An  Ideal  Platform 636 

Ann  Arbor  Decisions,  The 519 

Business  Come  to  stay,  A 1081 

Can6e  of  Debt,  The 251 

Class  Organizations 173 

Danger  of  Procrastination,  The 973 

Death  of  the  Noms  do  Pin  me,  The 173 

Effect  of  Hard  Times,  The 881 

Evolution  and  Independence 517 

Experienced  Men,  or  Brotherhood  Men?  . . . .814 

Fireman  Comes  in  With  the  Rest,  The 815 

Fireman’s  Home.  A 815 

Firemen’s  Rights 175,  421,  637 

Forgive  and  Forget 884 

Home  for  Disabled  Firemen.  A 522 

Importance  of  Moral  Culture, The 425 

In  Defense  of  “The  Bovs”  518 

Interdependence  of  I^ibor,  The 977 

Judge  Altgeld  and  ihe  Anarchists 975 

Kansas  Zephyr,  A 814 

Legislation ’ 424 

Legislative  Boards ...  95 

Let  Us  Get  to  the  Front 730 

y.A.S.  E.  and  the  Locomotive  Brotherhoods,  The 252 

New  Resolutions 423 

Not  (Tray  Haired 812 

Preaching  wr*u*  Practice . .520 

Problem  of  Unemployed  Firemen,  The  . . . 520,  813 
Promotion  of  Firemen  and  Hiring  Engineers,  The  93 

Promot  ion  Question.  The 423 

Pnblic  Svmpathy 1080 

Railway  Surgeon’s  < ipinion,  A 521 

Rational  Temperance  Lecture,  A 255 

Rights  and  Duties  of  Firemen 254 

Round  House  and  street  Talk . . . 256 

Schedule  Making  517 

Sermon  for  Boys,  A 254 

She  Was  Di  owned 94 

Signs  of  the  Times  973 

Sleep 1080 

Some  Good  Advice 422 

Song  of  Warning,  A 336 

Suggestion  Concerning  Disabled  Firemen,  A . . 980 

Switchtenders  and  signalmen 979 

Temperance  Movement,  The 249 

To  Ashley,  of  the  Ann  Arbor 814 

To  Colonel  Maynard 96 

To  Railroad  Commissioner  Kirkby,  of  Ohio  . . . 424 

Voice  for  Fair  Trials,  A 1081 

Why  We  Have  Bachelors  • 256 

Will  You  Federate- 95 


Digitized  by 


Google 


